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Knox pursued his great design with unwavering chap. 
steadiness. Invited by Erskine of Diin, who had , — ^^ 
early declared himself a protestant, and to whomguJ^etfof 
the reformation in Scotland was, in no small de-^"°^ 
gree, indebted for success, he went to the house of 
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4 HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION 

CHAP. Dun, in the neighbourhood of Montrose ; and while 
v__^^-^ he continued there, he was attended by most of the 
neighbouring gentlemen. Upon many of them he 
made so deep an impression, that when he next re- 
turned to that part of the country, which was in the 
following year, they requested that he would admi* 
nister to them, agreeably to the practice of the re- 
formed churches, the sacrament of the Lord's sup- 
per ; and they bound themselves to maintain, to the 
uttermost of their power, the true preaching of the 
gospel of Christ, as God should give them oppor- 
tunity.* 
Alarm of ^^^ sudden and extensive desertion of the ser- 
the Clergy, yj^gg q{ j^g church, filled the clergy with the most 
serious alarm. They saw that matters were fast 
proceeding to extremity, and that it was necessary, 
for their own interest, to take every measure which 
could tend to render the issue of the struggle fa- 
Representa-vourable to the sacred order. The bishops repre- 
R^4ent!^^ sented to the regent the open contempt for the 
church now shewn by the heretics, and the conse- 
quences which would result to the kingdom if they 
were not restrained. But although her zeal for 
the papal dominion was not less ardent than theirs, 
she was induced, by political motives, to act with 
much moderation.! 

* Knox's Hist of the Reformation in Scotland, 6. i. p. 92. Calder- 
wood's true Hist, of the Church of Scotland, p. 4. Heylin's Hist, of 
the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 143. Wodrow^ MSS. folio, Vol. VI. 
p. ^, 41. Calderwood's MS. Hist. Vol. I. and Petrie's General 
Hist, of the Church, Part 11. p. 184. 

f SpoUiswoodc's Hist, of the Church of Scotland, B. ii. p. 93. 
5 
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IN SCOTLAND. 5 

After her accession to the regency, she had di«- chap. 
played, with too little reserve, her partiality to her ^ ^ ' — ' 
countrymen ; had conferred upon them kome of Her mo^ 
the highest offices; and had resigned herself en-^^**"*"* 
tirely to their counsels. This filled the Scotish 
nobles with just indignation. TTieir pride and their 
love of interest were equally assailed, and they ap- 
prehended, or pretended to apprehend, that she had 
formed a design of rendering Scotland a province 
of France. The clergy, much directed by the pri- 
mate, who had not forgiven the removal of his bro- 
ther from the supreme authority, took an active 
part in fomenting dissention, and the queen-dowa- 
ger, keeping steadily in view the marriage of Mary 
with the dauphin, and the close union of the two 
kingdoms, was unwilling to [proceed with severity 
against the reformers, who, if managed with gentle* 
ness, she had no doubt would support her in mea- 
sures which the priesthood openly opposed.* On 
this account, although she certainly wished for the 
extirpation of heresy, she did not consider this as a 
proper time for effecting it by the interference of 
the civil power, and she therefore recommended to 
the bishops, to proceed against their enemies in vir- 
tue of their spiritual authority.* 

They accordingly summoned Knox to appear be*i5th M«y. 
fore them in the Blackfriars' church of Edinburgh, monrf^to" 
Having fully ascertained the strength of his party, Jp^^^*" 

detiaftical 
assembly- 
* Spottiswoode, B. il. p. 93. Keith, B. i. cb, 6. Burnet's History 

of the Reformation in England, Vol II. p, 309. Liodsaj of Pits- 
cottie, p. 199. 
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6 HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION 

CHAP, and being assured of their attachment, he received 
^.-,,-^the summons without fear. Erskine of Dun, with 



^^^' . a number of other gentlemen, assembled, that they 
might give him, when upon his trial, their coun- 
tenance and support. This circumstance alarmed 
the clergy. They became apprehensive that some 
commotion might be produced by their condemn- 
ing Knox J and to prevent this, they adjourned the 
assembly, under pretence of the informality with 
which he had been cited.* The protestants did 
not believe that this was the real reason for delay- 
ing procedure ; they knew, from melancholy experi- 
^ice, that the substance, as well as the formalities 
of justice, had been often violated for the purpose 
of oppressing them ; and they very naturally infer- 
red, from the consternation and the irresolute con- 
duct of the priesthood, that they were conscious of 
their own weakness. This inspired the reformers 
with additional confidence, and confirmed their de- 
termination to persevere in asserting their right to 
worship God according to conscience. 
Hisactivi- Kuox was peculiarly gratified with this termi- 
^y* nation of the attack which had been meditated against 

him. He saw the numbers of his hearers rapidly 
increasing, and on the very day upon which he 
should have stood at the bar from which so many 
had been sent to the flames, he preached to a larger 

* Knox, B. i. p. 92. Spottiswoode, B. ii. p. 93, Calderwood, p. 4. 
Keith, B. i. clu 6. Heylin's Hist, of the Preshyterians, B, iv. p. 143. 
Wodrow,Vol.VI.p. 42. 
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IN SCOTLAND. 7 

audience than had ever before, in Edinburgh, lis- chap. 
tened to his discourses.* The Earl of Glencaim, v^.:^^^ 
who not only had himself been established in the ^^^^* 
Sentiments of the reformer, but who was persuaded 
that the same effect would be produced on all who 
candidly attended to his impressive admonitions, 
prevailed upon the Earl of Marischal to hear a ser- 
mon. This nobleman was amazed and delighted 
with the fervent eloquence in which Knox excelled ; 
he agreed with Glaicaim, that it was eminently 
calculated to convince the understanding ; and both 
of them, sanguine in the hope that even the regent 
herself would be affected by it, advised him to write 
to her, enforcing the duty and the importance of 
reforming the church. He readily complied, and Letter to 
the letter was delivered to her by the Earl of ^ ^^"^^* 
Glencaim.t The task of composing it was cer- 
tainly a very delicate one ; but it was executed by 
Knox, not, indeed, without that bold, blunt asse- 
veration which was so familiar to him, but in a man- 
ner which evinced much enlargement of understand- 
ing, and great dexterity in influencing and directing 
the human mind. 
He began by alluding to the oppressicm with 

* Knox, R i. p. 9Q. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 49. 

t Knox, B. i. p. 93. Spottiswoode, B. iL p. 93, 94. Keith, p. 64, 
Calderwood, p. 4. Heylm's History of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. HS, 
Dr Heylin supposes, that the letter to the regent was written befbre 
the 16th of May, and was the great cause of Knox being cited by tlie 
dergy, but this is plainly a mistake. Calderwood's M& History, VoK 
L Wodrow^ as last quoted* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



8 HISTORY OF THE EEFORMATION 

CHAP, which the people of God had often been visited ; 

^_^J^and having thus guarded against the condiision^ 
use. ^j^at, because the reformers had encountered per- 
secution they were deserted by heaven, he endea^ 
voured to remove the prejudices against himdetf, 
which he knew were entertained. He acknow- 
ledged that the regent had acted with clemency to the 
protestants ; he prayed that this disposition might 
continue and 'increase ; and, after pointing out that 
it was wise to cherish it, and dangerous to act 
contrary to it, he adverted to the great plea ur- 
ged by the friends of the church, that the work of 
reformation did not belong to princes, but to the 
bishops and pastors, who had been set apart, agree- 
ably to divine appointment, for the maintenance 
and protection of religion. His refutation of this 
plea, under the circumstances in which Scotland 
was then placed, is quite convincing. He proceed- 
ed in a tone of moderation, which does him the 
highest honour, to mark out the line of conduct 
which he besought her to pursue. " I am not 
ignorant how dangerous a thing it appeareth, to the 
natural man, to innovate any thing in matters of 
religion ; and partly, I consider, that your grace's 
power is not so free as a public reformation per- 
chance would require." With the warm zeal of 
a man devoted to the cause which he was support- 
ing, he shewed that, notwithstanding these difficul- 
ties, there was the most awftil obligation to make 
exertions for purifying the church j adding, " If 



.* 
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IN SCOTLAND. 9 

these things your grace do earnestly meditate, then chap. 
albeit [ye may not do suddenly what ye would, yet <— v-^ 
shall ye not cease to do what ye may. Your grace 
cannot hastily abolish superstition, and remove from 
offices unprofitable pastors ; but if the zeal of God's 
glory be fervent in your grace's heart, ye will not 
by wicked laws maintain idolatry, neither will ye 
suffer the fury of bishops to murder and devour 
the members of Christ's body, as in times past they 
have been accustomed j which thing, if either by 
blind ignorance ye do, or yet for pleasure of others 
within the realm permit to be done, then except ye 
speedily repent, ye and your posterity shall sudden- 
ly feel the distressing hand of Him who hath exalt- 
ed you."* 

The presentation of this letter afforded the regent 
an opportunity of preserving the peace of the king- 
dom, and of acquiring the affections of the protest- 
ants, which she should have eagerly embraced. 
Had she received the representation with the at- 
tention which, in every point of view, it merit- 
ed, and explicitly announced her determination 
to put an effectual stop to persecution, and to 
secure to those who supported the new faith, that 



* Appendix to Knox's History, from p. 41 i. The whole of this 
letter strikingly illustrates the character of Knox, liis mode of writing, 
und his religious and political principles. Two years after its first 
•publication, it was republished with additions, written with a violence 
to which the contempt of the regent and the inveteracy of the clergy 
uave occasion. 
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# HAP. indulgence and that protection which they so ear- 
-, ^ '_' nestly requested, although she might not^ porhaps, 
^^^ hare prevented their ultimate ascendency^ which 
the enlargement of the human mind, and the pro- 
gress of science would in all probabifity hare secu- 
red, she would bare checked that exasperation of 
spirit, which, ere long, burst forth in the most 
active resistance, which clouded with calamity her 
own administration, wounded her peace, and entailed 
the heaviest sorrows upon the unfortunate Mary.. 
«cre. She yielded, however, to the prejudices or the 
w/tihwn- conviction, which, though sometimes concealed, 
^^^ she fondly cherished. She read, probably, with i»- 
dignatioQ, the free remonstrances of a man in the 
humble situation of Knox, in favour of a set of 
men whose principles she detested ; she gave the 
Better to the Archbishop of Glasgow, whose senti- 
ments, with regard to it, could not be doubted, 
calling it by the opprobrious appellation of a j9a#- 
quilj and she never afterwards paid to it the slight* 
Frotestants ^st attention.* This contempt and neglect made a 
SS^^vlews. ^^^^ unfavourable impression upon the protestants.- 
They saw what they might expect if the regent 
should think it safe to be guided by her real opi- 
nion of them, and they were confirmed in the per- 
suasion which, even at this period, they had begun 
to entertain, that they would be obliged to trust to 

* Knox, B. i. p. 92. Spottiswoode, B.. ii. p. 94. Keith, B. i. cb. 
%i p. 6^. Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, Vol. IV, p. 14^ 
Mackenzie's Life of Kuox, in Vol. III. of his Lives, p. U4* 
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their own vigour and decision for that liberty which chap 
they had so often and so fruitlessly solicited. ^,\ ^ 

But matters were not yet ripe for an avowed Kni^ 
oppositiop to government, nor would such an oppo-^|^^ 
sition have been justifiable ; and Enox, ^x)bably un- ^^ 
willing to expose himself longer, without necessity, 
to the hatred or the secret artifices of the clergy, 
again left Scotland, in consequence of a solicitation 
to become pastor to a congregation in Goneva.''^ To 
this step other motives may have contributed. He 
saw that the seeds of reformation were eflfectually 
sown ; he thought that his temporary retreat, by 
depriving the church of the great object against 
which its e£Forts would most probably be directed^ 
would leave the less conspicuous, though no less ac- 
tive ministers, at more liberty to spread their prin- 
ciples 'y and he was convinced that his advice, given 
from a distant country, might have an influence 
which, if the spirit of keen opposition was by his pre- 
sence kept alive, it might not possess. That he had 
not relinquished the hope of the protestant religion 
prevailing in Scotland, and that he waspersuaded t^at 
his personal efforts to accomplish this would soon 
be requisite, are apparent. He soothed the grief of 
those friends who lamented his departure, not only 
by assuring them of the deep interest which he 
would ever take in the cause of truth, but by pro- 



'* Knox, B, i. p. 92, 9S. Spottiswoode, B* ii. p. 94. balder- 
woode, p. 4. Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. U4.. 
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chap: niisihg that lie should instantly return when they 
^^" ^; were persuaded that it would thus be promoted.* 
( ondurt of ^^^ ^^ sooner had departed, than the clergy be- 
«rrH^ gan to display the antipathy with which they had 
departure, regarded him. Deterred as they had been from 
proceedmg against him when he could have defend- 
ed himself, they should, for their own sakes, have 
been cautious of again directing public attention to 
what had been so universally attributed to the de- 
cay of ecclesiastical power. They did not, however, 
see the wisdom of this caution. As if they had been 
anxious to prove that the conjecture of the people 
respecting the cause for which the trial had been 
adjourned was well-founded, they cited Knox when 
ihey were certain that he could not appear, con- 
demned him as a heretic, and ordered him to be 
burned in effigy at tie cross of Edinburgh.! 

It is impossible to conceive greater infatuation, or 
to w(mder that men who could be guilty of it, should 
so soon be precipitated into the 'gulf of destruction. 
This impotent vengeance animated those whom it 
was designed to depress, and afforded Knox an op- 

* Knox, Sjjottiswootle, Calderwood,'HeyIin, Keith, as hist qiioteiL 
Wodi ow, Vol. VI. p. 43. He left a letter, addressed to his brethren in 
ScothuMJ, full of pious and admirable instrucdonsr. It is inserted by 
Wodrow, ia his Appendix to the life of Knox, No. 7, bat as it throws 
light rather upon the private sentiments of the great reformer, tlian 
upon his pubhc d»aracter, \^ljich must chiefly be contemplated in a ge- 
neral History of the Reformation in Scotland, 1 have not inserted it 
in the Appendix to this work. 

t Knox, B. i. p. 93. • Spottiswoode, B. ii. p. 94. Calderwood's 
History, p. 4. Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 144» 
Keith, B. i. ch. 6. 
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portuiiky of addressing to his cofontrymen an appeal chap^ 
from the sentence against him, in which, with all the x_-v-^ 
force of his vigorous mind, he exposed the injustice ^'^^*' 
and the cruelty with which he had been treated, and 
pressed, with increased energy of argument, the ne- 
cessity of the nobility and the people uniting to de- 
stroy, what could be regarded only as the wantonness 
of oppression. This appeal was widely circulated ; 
it was read with the fondest enthusiasm ; and it 
powerfully contributed to form the temper required 
for the arduous struggle which awaited those for 
whom it had by its author been particularly in- 
tended.* The protestants saw their numbers daily Number of 
enlarged, while the estimation of the clergy rapidly ^'^^^"'" 
diminished. In the course of this year, an incident 
occurred, shewing, in the most decisive manner, 
the change of sentiment \(^ich had already become 
very general am^ongst the inhabitants of the metro- 
polis* 

It had been customary, on the festival of St Giles, 
to carry in procession, with every mark of the most 
superstitious veneration, the image of that saint. 
When the day came, it was found that the image 
had been taken away ; but another having been pro- 
cured to supply its place, the ceremony commenced. 
Immense multitudes attended. Some, with affected 
devotion, requested that they might be permitted to 



* Knox, B. i, p. 93, and Appemlix, from p. 427, wlicrc the nppr!- 
lation is published at full length. Spottisw(^ode, B. si. p. 91. C'ai- 
derwood, p. 4. 
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CHAP^ cany the image j and when they had thus been en- 
^^"'' . trusted with it, they threw it down, dashed it to 
^^^ pieces, and insulted the clergy. A tumult immedi- 
ately ensued, and the magistrates were compelled 
to interfere, before peace could be restored.* 

In the subsequent year, many of the sacred order 
were converted to the protestant fmth, and took a 
decided part in communicating to others the convic- 
tion of its truth. John Douglas, a Carmelite friar, 
peculiarly distinguished himself. Having renoim- 
ced his order, he became chaplain to the Earl of 
Argyll ; and, under the protection of that nobleman^ 
he supported, even at court, the reformed tenets, 
Paul Methven began about this time to preach with 
much success in Dundee j and as, through all parta 
of the country ,.numbers oMistantly declaimed against 
the corruption of the church, the clergy made new 
efforts to check such audacity. Their experiment 
in the case of Knox, convinced them that little would 
be effectuated by their sole authority.. They ap- 
plied, therefore, in the most urgent manner, to the 

* Bucimnan, Lib. xvi. p. StO-, has given an aceount of this outrage^ 
mentioning it as having taken place in 1558 ; and Spottiswoode and 
Keith,, upon his authority ^^ give to it the same date. From the ac« 
.count of Knox, p. 95» it appears to have happened soon after his 
leaving Scotland ; and Keith, afler he had written his narration of it, 
found incontestible evidence that it had done so. He has quoted, in 
his Appendix, p. 84, a writing addressed to the comieil by the queea 
upon this occasion, dated 21st September, 1556 ; and he adds, that 
ithere is no allusion to any such outrage in 1558. Heylin has placed 
it under the proper year; but as he never gives his authorities, it cnn- 
«ot be ascertained what documents' led him to do Ho. 
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regent, soliciting iher to call the teachers before the chat- 
council, upon the ground of their creating distuti^ >-, ^ ^f 
ances, and stirring up the people to sedition* ^^'^ 

Although she was desirous not to proceed with 
severity an the footing of religion, she hoped 
that, by prosecuting for a civil offence, some re- 
straint might be imposed upon the activity of the 
protestan;te; and they were therefore, in compliance 
^ith the wishes of the jniesthood, summoned to 
answa- for thar conduct.* The preachers imme- Tcachm 
diately prepared to obey the royal injunction ; but as J^^l**?^ 
it was apprehended that great numbers of their fol-^®*** 
lowers would accompany them, and as many had ac- 
tually repaired to Edinburgh to be present at the 
trials the regent, with the advice of the clergy, issued 
a proclamation, commanding all who had come with- 
out permission to the metropolis, to repair for fif- 
teen days to the borders.t The intention of the 
queen was to prevent the tumult, which the;'e was 
tso much cause to dread; but the order pressing 
with peculiar severity upon the gentlemen from the 
west of Scotland, who had just returned from this 
service, they resolved to remonstrate against being 
compelled to renew it. Having come tumultuously sensafMm 
to the palace^ they obtained an audience of the rc-ttT 
gent, and, widi the utmost vehemence, expostulated 
«pon the hardship of the proclamatiom She en-vioiencewf 
dea\'0ured to convmce tnem, that it was requirGdproteftimjj. 

* Spotttswooc'c, B. II. p. 91. 

1 5x>ottiswoo Je, p. 94. Knox, j>, i>*. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION 

CHAP, by the situation of the country ; but, far from satis- 
V,. ^ *^ fying them, Chalmers of Cartghth, with the most 
^' indecent irreverence towards the representative of 
his sovereign, declared, " We know. Madam, that 
this is the device of the bishops who now stand by 
you ; we avow to God that it shall not go so. They 
oppress us and our poor tenants to feed themselves ; 
they trouble our preachers, and seek to undo them 
and us all ; we will not suflfer it any longer.* At 
the conclusion of this speech, he and his compa- 
nions, with bold defiance, laid their hands upon their 
swords. 
Regent The regent was alarmed by such furious beha- 

con^ate ^^^^^' ^^^ besought them to use no violence, and 
them. she attempted to sooth them, promising that she 
would hear and examine the controversy between 
them and the bishops. She declared that she had 
no ill intentions towards their preachers ; that the 
proceedings against them shquld be suspended, and 
that the proclamation which had offended them 
should be immediately revoked.t 

The conduct of Chalmers and bis associates was 
so gross a violation of the deference and respect 
due to the supreme magistrate, and so totally incon- 
sistent with the existence of a regular and vigo- 
rous government, that it might justly have been 
punished as approaching to treason or rebellion j 

• Knox, B. i. p. 94. Spottiswoode, B. ii. p. 94. 

t Knox and Spottiswoode, as last quoted. Keith, p. 65, 
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and it at first view appears astonishing, that the re- chap. 
gent did not inflict upon those who had been guilty 
of it the most exemplary punishment. Her pecu- 
liar situation, and the troubled state of the country, 
fully account for the lenity which she shewed ; 
lenity, which, under other circumstances, would 
have been incompatible with proper regard to her 
own dignity, and to the security of her daughter's 
throne. 

It has been already mentioned,' that, at the com- 
mencement of her administration, she had not been 
sufficiently careful to consult the wishes, and to hu- 
mour the prejudices of her subjects j and in the 
anxiety which she continued to feel for cementing 
the union between France and Scotland, or rather 
for giving the former a decisive influence over the 
latter, she consented to the adoption of measures, 
strengthening the apprehensions, which, unhappily 
for her tranquillity, she had originally excited. 

The almost unceasing hostilities between the two 
kingdoms of Britain, rendered it necessary to call 
forth the nobles and the heads of families, in all 
classes, to frequent military service. Although 
they cheerfully submitted to the hardships of a 
camp, when danger immediately threatened their 
country, they gladly embraced the first opportunity 
of returning home, and they loudly complained 
when their request to be disbanded was, in their 
6wn estimation, groundlessly refused. The discon- 

VOL. II. B 
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CHAP., tent which from this source so often embarrassed go- 

VIII. ' ^ 

i ij V -> vemment, probably suggested to the regent's coun- 
cil the importance of devising some scheme which 
would exempt the people from the hardship under 
which they murmured. It was accordingly resol- 
ved, that a certain proportion of every man's pro- 
perty should be regularly and annually levied, and 
that with this there should be maintained a body of 
mercenary forces, who, being constantly- subjected 
tp discipline, would more effectually defend the 
nation, and prevent that inconvenient interruption 
of the usual occupations of lifej which was so un. 
fevourable to the progress of the arts, and to the 
general advancement of civilization. 

The jealousy with which the friends of liberty na- 
turally contemplate the establishment of standing 
armies, jealousy which was constantly cherished in 
Britain, till the |ate disastrous state of Europe ren^ 
dered such armies necessary for preserving the free- 
iiom,which, under ordinary circunistances, theymust 
te dread^ as endangering, was, at the remote pe- 
riod undejr yevie^y, felt in Scotland in full strength. 
The indepenidence and honoijr of the kingdom, were 
ty all ranks conceived to be in danger. The nobi- 
lity, although they did not ^t first openly express 
their indignation, were deeply oflfended ; while the 
gentlemen, or untitled landed proprietors, took from 
the beginning a most active ]and decided part, About 
three hundred of them met in Edinburgh, to deli- 
^rate upon the measures which it would b^ prudent 
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to adopt. They sent two deputies of the highest chap. 
estimation to represent to the regent that the present ^ — ^ 
generation had not degenerated from the bravery 
of their ancestors ; that as their fathers had defend- 
ed their country, it was their inclihation and their 
duty to walk in the same road of glory, and that they 
would never entrust to mercenary soldiers the ho- 
nour of preserving what belonged to themselves 
and their families, and what they most dearly va* 
lued.* This opposition which their own general 
views would have induced them to make, was ren- 
dered more determined by the suspicion or convic- 
tion that the plan had originated with the French 
counsellors, and that it had been intended by them 
to pave the way for introducing an army of their 
countrymen into Scotland, and for subjecting the 
inhabitants of that kingdom to the most degrading 
humiliation, or the most abject slavery. 

The firm but respectful manner in which the de- 
puties fulfilled the commission which their con- 
stituents had entrusted to them, shewed the regent 
the dangerous ground upon which she stood. With 
consummate wisdom and address, she at once re- 
linquished the measure, although, to erase the im- 
pression respecting its origin, she repeatedly decla- 
red that it had been devised by some of the most 



* Buchanan, Db. xvi. p. 307. Leslie, de Rebus Gestis Scotoruai» 
Lib. X p. 485, 486. Hoiinsbed's Chronicle, Vol IL p. 974-376. 
Keith, B. i. ch. 7. 

2 
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CHAP, eminent of the Scotish nobles.* This condescen- 

VIII 

/Sion could not fiail to be highly gratifying. It did 
not, however, extinguish the jealousy of French in- 
terference ; and as it shewed what might be done by 
resistance, it strengthened the inclination to oppose 
with firmness every unpopular exertion of the su- 
preme authority. 

The discontent, which had been in a great degree 
removed, accordingly, soon again burst forth. The 
king of France having engaged in a war with Philip 
of Spain, who had espoused Mary the English 
queen, urged the regent of Scotland to commence 
hostilities against that princess. To this she was 
sufficiently inclined, but the proposal was received 
by the nobility with the utmost coldness. Even after 
they had become more compliant, and might have 
been induced to gratify her inclinations, the rash- 
ness of D'Osell determined them not to enter intc^ 

• 

England. This foreign general, without concerting 
his plans with the Scotish commanders, led a body 
of his troops beyond the borders j and this presump- 
tion was attributed to his desire, not merely of 
arrogating to himself the glory of the enterprize, 
but of accustoming the inhabitants of Scotland to 
yield implicit obedience to the orders which he 
should address to them. The indignation which 
thus was kindled, destroyed the feeble wish to please 
the regent; the nobles resolutely declared that 
they would not leave their own country ; and, as the 

* Buchapan, Holinshed, Keith, as last quoted. 
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intentions of the queen were defeated^ she disband- chap. 

J -i, * VIII. 

ed the army.* _f 

The antipathy to an alliance with France thus * 
daily increasing, the regent apprehended that her 
daughter's marriage with the dauphin, about the 
accomplishment of which she felt so much anxiety, 
might become the signal for rebellion. To prevent 
this, she used every method to sooth the irritated 
feelings, and to gain the affections of the people ; 
and in her anxiety to conciliate the protestants, 
whose support she had every reason to expect, she ^ 
overlooked the violence of Chalmers, and of his 
associates, who were warmly attached to the re- 
formed faith* ' 

She beheld, however, with the deepest regret, 
that suspension of the energy of government, oc- 
casioned by political and religious dissensions, and 
she cordially joined with the French king in his an- 
xiety to accelerate the marriage, which, she trusted, 
would provide a remedy for the evils that she de- 
plored. That monarch having addressed a letter 
upon this interestmg subject to the estates of Scot- 
land, it was, towards the conclusion of the year, Dec lith. 
submitted to their consideration. In this letter, 
Henry expressed the utmost regard for the true 
interest of the Scotish nation ; he reminded them 
of the long connection which had subsisted between 
it and his kingdom, and besought them to send*^ 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 308. Leslie, Lib. x. p. 491. Holinshed's 
Chronicle, Vol. II. p. 278. Keith, B. i. ch. 7. 
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CHAP, some of the leading men among the nobility to 
w-v-^ honour, by their presence, the marriage of their 
sovereign with his son, and to make such arrange- 
ments as that event would render necessary. He 
concluded, by mentioning the many advantages 
which would result from this union to both coun- 
tries. 

In conformity with his request, parliament ap- 
pointed eight commissioners to attend the solemnity ; 
but they gave them instructions dictated by the 
purest patriotism, having for their object to secure 
the freedom or the independence of Scotland. They 
met, upon their arrival in France, with the most 
Marriage of courteous and flattering reception* . They were 
AeDiT^ assured that every demand which they were enjoin- 
v^^ ed to make would be conceded ; the most solemn 
ratification of the promises made to them were 
granted ; and every ground of alarm having, by suchi 
candid proceedings, been removed, the marriage 
im. was soon after solemnized with the most sumptu- 

Apnl24th. ./. * 

ous magnificence.* 

Under this apparent candour of the French 
court, there was concealed the most artful and de- 



* Leslie, Lib. x. p. 492, 493. Holinshed's Chronicle, Vol. IL 
p. 379, 280. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 308, 309. Spottiswoode, B. ii. 
p. 95. Burnet's History of the Reformation, Vol. IL p. 367. Keith, 
B. i. ch. 7. In his Appendix to B. i. No. 10, Keith has inserted 
tlie approbation of the conduct of the commissioners by parliament, 
in which their original instructions are engrossed. The register of 
parliament 1557 is lost. He has also given the contract of marriage, 
Appendix, No. 11. 
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t^fabie dissimiilatioh. At the Very time at trhich chap. 

VII L 

the liberties of Scotland, and the eventud succesdoli ^ '^ 
of the family of Hamilton to the crown Wefe, aSQ^^J^ 
the commissioners belieVed, sincerely cionfirmed,^J^** 
Mary vi^ts induced to subscribe deeds totally incon-o«rt- 
sistent with both, by which she conveyed her 
kingdom in free gift to the king of France, if 
she should leave no children; and declared, that 
whatever confirmation she might, in compliance 
with the wishes of her parliament, give to the lineal 
succession, the deeds which she had e^cecuted ex- 
pressed her real sentiments and intentions.* 

A few days after the marriage, an attempt was 
made to prevail upon the commissioners to support 
the schemes of the family of Guise, and to use 
every effort, upon their return to Scotland, to in- 
duce the parliament to acknowledge the dauphin as 
king. The proposals filled them with alarm ; they 
at oiice declined entering upon subjects of such 
vast importance, with respect to which they had 
received no authority ; and they persisted in ad- 
hering strictly to the instructions which had been 
given to them by the estates. They at length de- 
parted from France ; but the remarkable mortality 



* Keith, B. i. ch. 7. Copies of the treacheroua deeds above men- 
tioned are in the Advocates' library, in a fine large MS.^^ containing 
all the treaties between the kings of France and Scotland ; and from 
this MS. Keith derived his information. Burnet, Vol. Iti. and Ap* 
pendix to that volume. Consult also, for perceiving the insincerity 
•f the French court, Leslie, Lib. x. p. 494. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



24 HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION 

CHAP, which prevailed amongst them, through which, in 
»— --vA-' the course of their journey, half their number, the 
Earls of Rothes and Cassillis, the Bishop of Orkney 
and Lord Fleming, were cut off, was believed to 
have been occasioned by the base practices of the 
Duke of Guise. This suspicion filled the minds of 
the people of Scotland with horror, and made them 
shrink with detestation from the connection which 
they had permitted to be formed.* 
Progress ^ ^^^^ P^^ together the political events which 
fomlZn. terminated in the marriage of the Scotish queen^ 
that no interruption might be given to the narra* 
tion of the rapid progress which the reformers now 
made, and of the decisive measures to which they 
had recourse. 

The effect which had been produced upon the 
regent by the firm remonstrances against her in* 
tended hostility to the protestants, convinced them 
that the time was now come when they might act 
with more steadiness, and when the presence and 
counsels of Knox might prove highly useful in at* 
taining the important objects which, they trusted, 
might be secured. The leaders of the party, under 
called. this couvictiou, sent to him a letter, which throws 



♦ Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 309,310. Holinshcd's Chronicle, Vol. II. 
p. 281. Spottiswoode, B. ii. p. 96. Knox, B. i. p. 95. Mackenzie's 
Life of Queen Mary, in Vol. III. of his Lives, p. 249. Crawford's 
Livesof Officers of State, p. 328, 329. Keith, B. i. eh. vii. p. 75. Wo- 
drow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 6?. The Prior of St Andrews was one of the 
Commissioners. 



Digitized by VjOOQIP 



IN SCOTLAND. 25 

much light upon the state of their sentiments, and ^^^^' 
upon their resolution to bring forward more exten- ^— - v -^ 

1557 

sive claims of religious toleration : " Dearly belov- March lo. 
ed in the Lord. The faithful that are of your ac- 
quaintance in these parts (thanks be unto God) are 
stedfest in the belief wherein ye left them ; and 
have a godly thirst and desire, day by day, of your 
presence again, which, if the spirit of God will so 
move and permit time unto you, we will heartily 
desire you, in the name of the Lord, that ye will 
return again into these parts, where ye shall find 
all the faithful whom ye left behind you, not only 
glad to hear your doctrine, but ready to jeopard 
lives and goods for the setting forward the glory bf 
God, as he will permit times. And albeit the ma- 
gistrates in this country be as yet but in the state ye 
left them ; yet at the making hereof we have no 
experience of any more cruelty to be used than was 
before; but rather we have belief that God will 
augment his flock, because we see daily the friars, 
enemies to Christ's gospel, in less estimation, both 
with the queen's grace, and the rest of the nobility 
of our realnu This, in few words, is the mind of 
the faithful bemg present, and of others absent. 
The rest of our minds this faithful bearer will show 
you at length. Thus fare ye well in the Lord,'* 
This letter, in many respects mo$t interesting, was 
subscribed at Stirling by the Earl of Glencairn, 
Lord Lorn afterwards Earl of Argyll, Erskine, 
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CHAP, probably Erskine of Dun, as Lord Erskine had not 
at this time openly joined the reformers, and by 
James Stewart, prior of St Andrews, a natural son 
of James V., and who afterwards 2^cted so conspicu-' 
ous a part as Earl of Murray.* 

It IS impossible not to conclude from this mvi- 
tation, given by men of the highest rank and re- 
spectability, that Knox had conducted hknself, when 
in Scotland, with ability equal to his zeaL Had he 
shewn himself to be what he has been so frequently 
represented, a hot-headed intemperate enthusiast, 
they must have been sensible, that the very exist- 
ence of the protestant form of worship in their 
country, would ahnost absolutely depend upon his 
remaining at a distance. But so far from this being 
the case, they reposed in him the most unbounded 
confidence, revering him as possessed of the quali« 
ties essential for guiding or devising measures 
equally delicate and arduous ; and his subsequent 
conduct, even with all the errors which may be at- 
tached to it, fully justified the opinion which thus 
early they had formed. The letter also fully proveS' 
the fact, that the administration of the regent had 
hitherto been distinguished by lenity and forbearance 
towards the enemies of the church; that she restrain- 
ed every eflfort to renew persecution, aiid evea 

* Knox, B. i. p. 98. Life of Knox, prefixed to bis History, p. 80. 
Keith, B. i. ch. 6. Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 145. 
Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 4,5. 
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connived at a degree of indulgence, to ivhich we chap 
must very much ascribe the exteiasive influence v,J[^^ 
that they had acquired over all classes of the com- ^^^* 
munity. It cannot, however, be doubted, that the 
letter was written at a time, when, although there 
was no new ground for complaint, they had form- 
ed a resolution of endeavouring to wrest from their 
sovereign a more independent establishment. Their 
declaration, that they would hazard their lives and 
fortunes to set forward the glory of God, implies 
this J and there would have been no occasion for 
requesting Knox to return, and for sending to him 
a spedal messenger, with confidential and secret in- 
structions, had they believed that matters were to 
continue in the posture in which they had been 
placed before he left Scotland, 

He no sooner received the dispatches which were May. 
with anxious care conveyed to him-*— dispatches 
which stimulated his zeal, and perhaps flattered 
that love of importance so interwoven with human 
nature, than he consulted Calvin, and some other 
eminent divines upon the determination which he 
should form. Having received their solemn admo- 
nition to undertake the arduous task to which he was 
called, and made such arrangements with re^spect 
to those among whom he ministered as hfs interest 
in their spiritual welfare suggested, he commenced 
his journey, and arrived at Dieppe in France about 
the end of October.* Here he met with a severe oct 2;th. 

* Knox, B. u p. 9&. Buchanan's Life of Knox, prefixed to the 
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ctaAP. disappointment. He found letters advising him not 
_^"'' . to prosecute his journey, because the ardent zeal 
1557. ^}^ich had prompted his recal was weakened, and 
many had repented of having consented to the 
scheme which the lords, who subscribed the letter, 
had framed. It appears from this that mature de- 
liberation had opened the eyes of numbers to the 
dangers which threatened them, and led them to 
value the peace and security which they had been 
for some time permitted to enjoy. The protestants, 
in fact, were not restrained from privately worship- 
ping God, according to their consciences j and the 
timid or the prudent dreaded, that, by striving to 
enlarge this liberty, .they might renew the Oppres- 
sion under which they had formerly suffered. The 
effect, too, might have been produced by that weak- 
ness and that despondency of spirit, which almost 
all men, at least for a moment, feel, before irretrie- 
vably engaging in enterprizes, hazardous to them- 
selves, and fetal to the tranquillity of their country. 
His manly Knox Strongly condemned this pusillanimity, 
which not only placed himself in a most awkward 
situation, but which, he justly apprehended, would, 
if not counteracted, endanger or prevent the success 
of the reformation. He did not, however, sink in 
dejection. With his usual strength of mind, he de- 
History. Calderwood, p. 4. Keith, p. 65. Heylin's History oi the 
Presbyterians, p. U5. VVTodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 45, 46. This 
account is confirmed by Strype, who had access to some original p^ 
pers. Wodrow has quoted the passage* 



eonduct. 
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termined to make a powerful effort to recal the chaf. 

protestant leaders to that policy which they seemed .-^ _ 
inclined to abandon. He wrote to the noblemen '*^^* 
who had solicited his return, urged the importance 
of accomplishing the great work which they had 
commenced, and attempted to convince them that . 
they woujd, by relinquishing it, infallibly expose 
themselves to the most tyrannical persecution. He 
prepared them for the dangers and trials, which, he 
did not dissemble, would, in all probability, meet 
them ; concluding in this energetic strain of exhor- 
tation : " God speaketh to your consciences, that . 
ye ought to hazard your own lives, be it against 
kings or emperors, for the deliverance of your 
brethren ; for only for that cause are ye called 
princes of the people, and ye receive honour and 
tribute and homage, not by reason of your birth 
and progeny, as the most part of men falsely do 
suppose, but by reason of your offids and duty^ 
which is to vindicate and to deliver your subjects 
and brethren from all violence and oppression. 
Advise diligently, I beseech you, with the points of 
that letter, which I directed to the whole nobility, 
and let every man apply the matter and case to 
himself; for your consciences shall one day be com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that the reformation of re- 
ligion, -and of public enormities, doth appertain to 
more than to the clergy, or chief rulers called 
kings."* 

* Knox, B. i, p. 98-100. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. V.I. and Appen- 
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CHAP. This letter, which was written from Dieppe, in 
***-yJ^ the end of October, and which was accompanied 
EfFeaof itwith a general address to the nobles, and with pri- 
vate letters to Erskine of Dun, and Wishart of Pit- 
tarrbw, produced an astonishing effect. It created 
• shame for the weakness or indifference which mark- 
ed the conduct to Knox ; the lords lamented their 
relaxation in the cause of truth ; a new impulse was 
given to their fortitude ; and they determined so to . 
act in future, that retreat could not be attempted 
without the meanness and the guilt of apostasy.* 
For this purpose, they framed the following me- 
morable bond, which first united in a body the 
defenders of the reformation, and which must be 
perused by all who wish to have just views of 
the state of sentiment and of feeling which then ex- 
isted. 
Union of " We, perceiving how Satan in his members, the 
^^rotes- Antichrists of our time, cruelly doth rage, seeking 
to overthrow and destroy the gospel of Christ, and 
his congregation, ought, according to our bounden 
duty, to strive in our Master's cause, even unto 
death, being certain of the victory in him. The 
which our duty being well considered, we do pro- 
mise before the majesty of God and his congrega- 

dix to that volume, No. 9. Calderwood, in his MS. History, Vol. I. 
erroneously supposes that this letter in the printed copies of it is not 
properly dated. 

* Knox, B. i. p. 100. Caklerwood, p. 4. Keith, p. 6(5. Heylin*s 
Histor) of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 145, 146- 
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tion, and we, by his grace, shall, with all diligence, chaf. 
continually apply our whole power, substance, and w. .y'— » 
Dur very lives, to maintain, set forward, and esta- ^* ^' 
blish the blessed word of God and his congregadon, 
and shall labour at our possibility to have faithful 
ministers, purely and truly to minister Christ's gospel 
and sacraments to his people. We shall maintain 
ihem, nourish them and defend them, the whole 
congregation of Christ, and every member thereof, 
at our whole power, and waring of our lives against 
Satan and all wicked power, that does intend tyran- 
ny and trouble against the foresaid congregadon. 
Unto the which holy word and congregation we do 
join us ; and also do renounce and forsake the con- 
gregation of Satan, with all the superstitious abo- 
minations and idolatry thereof; and^ moreover, 
shall declare ourselves, manifestly, enemies thereto, 
by this our faithful promise before God, testified to 
his congregation by our subscription at these pre- 

;SentS.'* Dec 3d. 

This deed was executed at Edinburgh. It was 
immediately subscribed by the Earls of Glencairn, 
Argyll, Morton, Lord Lorn, Jghn Erskine of Dun ; 
and all who entertained their opinions, took the 
first opportunity of testifying their approbation, and 
of solemnly placing themselves under the same sa- 
cred obligation.* 

<^ Knox, B. i. p. 101. Calderwood's History of the Church of 
Scotland, p. 45. Keith, B. i. ch. 6. Heyh'n^s History of the Pres- 
byterians, B. iv, p. J46. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. folio, p. 47. He 
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CHAP. Language more decisive could not have been 
*^-^^-L-* employed, and the considerations which are held 
Rcmwks forth, as influencing the protestants, are the most 
K which P^"*^^^^^ which can exert their energy upon the hu- 
*^%S*^" ^^^ mind. The subscribers, in the most impressive 
manner, calling upon the Supreme Being to witness 
their sincerity, profess to regard the established 
church as Antichrist, and its members as the con- 
gregation of Satan, united in confederacy against 
the diffusion of pure religion, and against the com- 
fort or the existence of those by whom it was pro- 
fessed. They declare that they consider submis- 
sion to this impious tyranny, as a violation of the 
most awful and obligatory duties ; and they pledge 
themselves to hazard property, and even life itself, 
in endeavouring to effectuate its subversion. They 
who composed this form of association, or who, af« 
ter maturely considering its import, subscribed it, 
must have attained that firmness which no opposi- 
tion can finally destroy ; which may perish by the 
extermination of those who possess it, but which 
triumphs in the calamities and sorrows which, to 
human nature, not, elevated by religious zeal, or 
warmed by enthusiasm, appear replete with hor-» 
ror. From the moment that this bond became the 
charter of the protestants, the sword was drawn 
from the scabbard, and the scabbard itself was cast 

quotes several of Knox's letters to shew that the Bond was dated in 
December 1567, ar.(^ not in the end of 1558, as it is in some of the 
editions of Knox's History. 
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awayl They might, after making one 8tq) in thdr chap. 
progress, have reposed in momentary tranquillity, w y m^ 
but they would have soon arisen with increased ' 
vigour, to struggle for the freedom which, in their 
estimation, was essential to their security. 



VOL. II. 
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♦ 

CHAP. The most distinguished of the protestants had no 



15A7. 



^sooner determined, in consequence of the represen- 
x^^'o( tations of Knox, to prosecute their schemes, than 
^if^' they felt the utmost anxiety to obliterate the unfe- 
pMseKiiox.yourable impression, which their recent and un- 
steady conduct had produced upon his mind. For 
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das purpose they wrote to Calyin, ^ose mfluence chap. 
and authority were highly revered^ requesting th«t^— >*^ 
he would interpose, endeavouring to persuade his 
friend to forget the past, and to assist, i>y hiapre- 
.sence, at a period so critical, the promotion of thf 
interesting cause to which he was sincerdy devc^ 
ited.* 

In the bond of association, they had fre<|iiendy 
applied to the^adh€3*entsof die refixrmed fidth the 
epithet of^tbe Congreganon ; and thb ddeJn cons&>^ 
.^quence soon became die distinguishing appelladon 
of those who were hostile to the church. The no- 
tllemen who directed their proceedings iieere deno- 
minated the Lords of the Cohgregadon ; and they 
retained t|iis name during .the whole of the arduous 
politest,! 

They had now with sufficient clearness ezpresfed 
th^r deCermdnation to assert the purity of the fiuth» 
and they commenced their attempt by passing the 
^wo following resolutions, which they addressed to 
all who entertamed their sendments: 5^1. It is 
thought expedient, that in all parishes of this reahn, 
the common prayer be read weekly on Sunday, and 
on other festival days in the diurches, with the les- 
sons of the Qld and New Testament, conform to 
the order pf the Boo)^ of Common Prayer ; and if 
the curates of the parishes be qualified, that they be 
caused to read the same; and if they t}e not, or if 

* Knox, B. i. p. 101. 

+ Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. Sli. Keith, B. I cb. 7. 
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CHAP. diejT refuse, that the most qualified of the pariBh 
wi^lwuse and read them. 2. It is thought necessary that 
"*^ doctrine, preachmg, and interpretatbn of Scriptures 
be had and used privately in quiet houses, \rithout 
great conventions of people, rill God move the 
prince to grant public preaching by faithful and 
true ministers.*** These resolutions, considered in 
Reference to the reformadon, breathe a moderate 
and conciliatory spirit. While they have for their 
object to secure what was esteemed necessary for 
the diffusion of religious knowledge, and for the 
rational worship of God, they discountenance all 
violence, prohibit large assemblies, which might 
|)ecome tumultuous, and recommend patience until 
the sentiments of the sovereign should become more 
£cLVourable to the mode of instruction which they 
re^omm^end. , Still, however, they must have been 
contemplated by the church and by the state with 
well-grounded apprehension. They implied an as- 
sumption of power by men whom the constitution 
did not recognize as possessed of any authority ; 
they virtually condemned what innumerable laws 

* KnoX| p. 101. Calderwood's History, p. 5. This writer, by 
mistake, mentions these resolutions as having been formed before the 
subscription of the bond. Heylin's Hist, of the Preshyterians, B. iv. 
p. 146, 147. Keith, p. 66. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. foho, p. 65, 
66. Wodrow is of opinion tliat the Book of Common Prayer alluded 
to in the first resolution wqs the English Book, and indeed be seems 
to have put it beyond a doubt. The remarks which he makes upon 
this, I found to correspond very much with those in the following 
page, which were written before I saw his work. 
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had smctloned ; and thdr publication evidenced a cttAt. 
determinadon to legislate or to Reform, which might . 
soon wear a more marked aspect, and which, if not ^^^* 
at first r^lressed, might even wrest from the regent 
the sceptre #hich she had hitherto swayed. 

As an authentic document, they throw consider- 
able light u|yon the state of opinion and of know- 
ledge,^ at the. period to which they refer. It is ap- 
parent front diem, that the antipathy to set fornis 
of imiyer, which at a subsequent peruxl was so 
strongly felt in Scotland, had at the commence- 
ment of the rieformadon no existence. The fact is, 
that the efforts of the reformers were bent to de- 
stroy the strange practice of praying in an unknown 
tongue ; and that they were hot, at the beginning 
of their career, led to consider what, if this should 
be gained, would be the best mode of exciting the 
devodon, or guiding the adoradon of the people* 
Thb resoludons also afford unquesdonable evidence 
of the ignorance which prevailed amongst the offici- 
ating clergy. They not only were little exercised 
in the studies requisite for an enlightened teacher 
of religion, but they were even incapable of read- 
ing the services of the church. The existence of 
such ignorance, while it fixes a deep stain upon 
the more dignified of the priesthood, who made no 
exerdons to remove it, must impress us with the 
value of any revolution in the religious world, which 
directly tended to call forth the faculties and the 
intellectual endowments of an order of men, who 
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CHAP, should asiiduoiuly cultivate literature and sdence^ 

^1 y I— fAat they might be able to employ them in defence 

^^^ cf the most sacred and mteresking truths^ or in the 

ezplanatbn of those sublime doctrines and that pure 

morality, which must have a decided influence upoa 

the best interests of mankind* 

The lords of the Congregation set the ezampte 
which they eis^oiiied their adherents to imitate. The 
Earl of ^Argyll made Douglas, his chaplain, preach 
apealy in his house, regulating by his advice the 
ceremonials of worslup } and many in different parts 
of the coimtry acted with the same boldness anil 
decision^* 

The clergy saw in these practices the fbundadoit 
of a rival church. They justly thought that this 
was the most bvowable time for .directing zffimt 
jtthe energy of government; bult the regent, who^ 
although the approbation of pariian^ent had been 
given to the marriage of her daughter, dreaded 
whatever might render it unpopular, listened with 
much remissness to their urgent representations of 
the calamities which threatened to subvert the ve- 
nerable fistbric of the hierarchy.* 
. The archbishop ofSt Andrews, baffled in his vieisB 
with respect to the queen, attempted to sow dissen* 
sion amongst the protestants themselves, or rather 

* Knos, B. i. ^ lOS. Spottiswoode^ B. liL p. 117. Kdtb, p. 67, 
Wodrow^i M8S. Vol. VI. p. 66, 67. 

t Spottiswoode, B. iu. p. 177. Keltb, p. 67. Wodrow, as last 
quoted* 
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to draw away from them some of those whose con- chap. 
duct teid been contemplated with peculiar venera- .-.^^ ■ 
ikok. With this vi^w, he' wrote to the Earl ofco,^**^ 
Argyll, in language of the warmest regard andf*""^ 



frienddiip ; and as he was unwilling to insert in the^J^ 
letter all the arguments by which he hoped to mafce^^ »^ 
2n impres^n upcm that nobleman, he gave in-AigjiL 
atmctions to Sir David Hamilton respecting the^"'* 
pouits upon whicli he should enlarge, and the man- 
ner in which he should enforce them. This mes* 
aenger was enjoined to represent to Argyll the an« 
Equity and splendour of his family, the illustrious 
members of which had, for many generations, been 
distingiKhed by their piety and their obedience to 
their sovereigns ; to shew him the ardent affection 
of the primate, anfd his anxiety that the honour of 
such a &mily should not be stisdned, and to lament, 
in the archbishop's name, that Argyll should be se- 
duced and abused, by the false views of an apostate, 
(adluding toDouglas, his chaplain,) and should be led 
by him to support the most erroneous and danger- 
ous tenets, which the holy councils of the church 
had condemned. He was also commanded to insist 
to the earl upon the danger of acting in this man* 
ner ; to state how grieved the primate would be to 
hear that any calamity had befallen him, his son or 
his friends, particularly in his own day, and how 
much displeasure the archbishop fek, that, at the 
close of life, the period when he should have been 
most steady in his principles, Argyll had begun to 
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CHAP, wavar ia hit fiiich* ItwunottobesuppoMd^tfabit^ 
iia audi a ccmfereoce^ no direct mentkm would be 



IX. 

'IDS! 



made of Douglas ; HamHton, accordiagty, i^as en- 
joined t!0 inform hia^ that thb man had beat 
of heresy^ to whidi it was the duty of the prkaale 
to a{^ly a remedy. In the usual straki of conmro^ 
mcatioQs of this nature, the agent of the archbi- 
Aop was to beseedi Argyll to attrftmte entirely to 
fiiendship, the warning whidi had been given to^ 
him { and as a prodFc^tlus, to offer^ that one pro* 
pcriy instrocted) should be sent to shew him the tmr 
hUi. After all tbese expressions of cordial affiec* 
tico, Ebmilton was to condude by inanttatingy dot 
the lemty of the primate had exposed him to much 
censmre ; and that, if Argyll' should disregard this 
admonidon, die primate would be compdled to 
proceed with qnritual censures against one whom 
he had long sincerely loved.* 
Mftr.siit To this commumcadon Argyll made a reply^ 
equally illustrating the vigour of his understanding 
and the 19>eraiity of hb sentiments. He expressed 
himself with a calmness and moderation b^trommg 
his rank, and windi the temperate language of the 
pnmate naturally led him to adopt. He shewed, 
faowevtsr, die firmest attachment to the prindples 
which he had avowed; vindicated his chaplain from 
^e unfimnded aspersions which his enemies had 
cast on htm ; and urged the archbishop, upon the 

* KiK»» B. i. p. 109^104. SpOttiiwoode, & iiu p. 117. Keitb, 
B. I ch. 7. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IN SCOTLAND* 41 

atrong gMimd of monl and r^gioui duty, not to chap. 
depttt ttcm the leaky for which he had been re^w^ 
prdadied ( b«t at the same time imiilkating, that if ^^^ 
he should do so, all the sufferings which could be 
nifKcted^ would not lead hinisdf to violate what he 
beHefed dmt he owed to the Supreitie Being.* To 
these naudy principles he sted&atly adhered. Soon 
afittr dua conrnpondence^ he wte removed from the 
woridji and he left, as his dying proof of zeal for 
the Delbrmadon, an esonieat reqpiest to his aon, to 
pfOBUte the public preaching of the gospel, and to 
dsatroy, to die utmost ci his power, the superstition 
and idolatry of the church of Rome^f 

The archbishop had probably bectti sanguine in 
hir edqvectaticMaa of renewing, in Argyll, the zeal 
mUA had characterized h& aacestora. He musty 
boih firom pdt>Bc and pritate constderalions, hav^ 
£dt much ^s ap p oimmmt that he did not succeed, 
kis notualikdy that the disappointmem impelled 
ban tor act mtk a violence which he had generally 
aviMited, and that we must ascribe to it his unfortu- 
Bfltte determination to renew the detestable persecu*' 
tioiiy which his indolence, or Ins natural aversion ta 
crsidty, had suspended. Nothing, except the mode 
k^ which it was executed, could be more unwise 
dian this resolution. In the state in which the 
minds of men then were, it might have been ap- 
parent to discernment, much less acute than that of 

* Knoxy B. i. as last quoted. He has inserted^ at full lengthy the 
reply of Argyll. Spottiswoode and Keithy ib« 
t Knox, p. 108. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VL p. 66. 
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CHAP, the primate, that persecation might, in die nsost 
. /^ . rapid and alarming manner, increase the evil s^ahisr 
^^^ which it was directed, hut certainly cmild not di- 
nunish or remove it. The slightest acquaintance 
with the most obvious principles of our nature wis ' 
sufficient to teach this lesson, even aldiongh, by the 
experience of the past, it had failed to be taught.. 
There is sometimes, however, an iniatuadoa In the 
conduct of men, which baffles speodation, and seta^ 
reason at defiance — ^infatuation, which has often becop 
the presage of ruin, and which, in the present caiey 
undoubtedly produced events most disastrous t» 
those who yielded to its fascination.* 
AmiL Walter Mill had, at an early period of life, tn* 
ymta veiled in Gennany, and having, upon his return^ 
^'^ been ordamed a priest, he Obtained the benefice ci 
Lunan, in the county of Angus. Upon the first ki*> 
troduction of the reformation into Stotlandy he war 
suspected of being inclined to support it>; and du^ 
ring the primacy of Beaton he had, in cons^juence 
of an accusation of heresy, judged it prudent to )^ 
into concealment. He was discovered about the 
period of which I now write, and the archbishop, 
with the clergy, immediately proceeded against him* 
His extreme age, for he was beyond eighty, pro- 
bably led them to hope that he would not be abte 
to make a vigorous defence ; but in this they were 
disappointed. He replied to the charges adduced, 

• Spotti8w6ode*a History of the Church cf Scotland, B. iL p. OT. 
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as implj^g his attadime&t to heresy, with a readi* char 
fieas and an acuteness, whidi fiiled all who heard v 
ima with aiaazemeat, and hdghteoed the sympathy 
wkh which, from bendmg under the infirmities of 
the last years of protracted ejdsten^e, he was re* 
garded. Having iwoktely refused to abjure his 
principles, he was declared an obstinate heretic ; but 
such was the commiseration which his appearance 
had excited, that no person could be found, who 
would, asatempofal judge, pronounce the awful 
sentence of condemnation. This difficulty was at 
length removed ; the odious office was undertaken 
by a domestic of die i»imate, a man of dissolute 
conduct ; after which the interesting prisoner ^was 
led to executKUL He contemphted the scene of 
his sufferings wiA unmoved fortitude ; addressed a 
few affecting observations to the spectators ; and he 
es3>ired imploring that mercy from his Redeemer 
in which he had so long relkd.* 

Hb death excited almost universal horror and 
indignadon* The inhabitants of St Andrews, in 
which city he had suffered, not indmidated by the 
presence and influence of the archbishop, expressed 

* Buduman, Lib. xvi. p. SIO. Spottiswoode, B. ii. p. 95*9r, 
Knox, B. I p« 122. Lindsay of Pttsoottie, p. 300, 201. Keith, B, i 
ch, vi. Calderwood, p. 5. Burnet's History of the Reformation, 
Vol. II. p. 408, 409. Burnet represents Mill's death as having ta- 
ken place in 1659, upon what autbortly he does not mention; but he 
15 in a mistake; for all our historians date that event in April 1558 ; 
and the general tenor of the History of Scotland plainly shewsi tliat 
it could not have happened in the following year. 
9 
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CHAP, what they felt. They collected a heap of stohes on 

. ^ the place apbn which he was bumty as a tftemcnrial 

^^^' of his suflferihgs, and of their pity for the siifierer y 

they renewed this testimony, after th* zeal of the 

clergy had demolished it; and it was at lengA 

fomid necessary to stirrotmd the spot with a paoptd^ 

that no such appeal might continue to he made, 

to feelings which so strongly tended to impel to 

* disaffectbn or tiimnlt, those by wh6m they Were 

cherished.* Spottiswood^ has recorded an e^itqrft 

which was written u^n Mill, and which, s^on{^ 

not free from quaintness and conceit,^ was acknirably* 

calculated to preserve those sentitoientsof indignatioof 

against the church which his die£Lth had occasioiied : 

Non nostra impietas, aut act^ critmria Yitas 
Annllrunt hostes in mea &ta truces. 
Sola fides Christi, sacris signata libellls 
Quae vitse causa est, et roihi causa necis.t 

Protestants His calamitous fate filled the adherents of the 
imtated. Congregation with the gloomiest apprehension, and 
confirmed their opinion respecting the necessity of 
vigorously asserting spiritual liberty. They com- 
'*'^* plained to the regent of cruelty so shocking and un- 
just, humbly reqjiiesting that they who had been 
guilty of it, might be restrained or punished. She 
lamented what had happened i assured them that 
sii^ was entirely innocent, and that the sentence had 
been pronounced without her knowledge } the pri- 

* Knox, B. i. p. 3f 2. Spottiswoode, B. ii. p. 97. Buchanan^ Lib. 
xvi. p. 810. Burnet, Vol. II. p. 409. 
t Spottiswoode, B. ii. p. 97. 
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pale having availed himself of MHI bdng a priest, chaf. 
to funoceed against him according to the canon^, ^ ^ 
law, without any commission from the civil autho- ^^^ 
arity.i^ They $)9em to have been convinced of her sin- 
cerity, and to have acquitted her of participating in 
the death of MiU ; but they, notwithstanding, consi- 
dered it necessary to b^l4 themselves to protect their 
brethic^ against the tyrannous persecution of the 
bishops, and to employ confidential agents, both to 
ascertain the real state of public opinion, and to so- 
licit the assistance of all who were hostile to the 
<dmrch, in proi|ioting the reformation*! 

Anxious, however, to proceed with the approba-Adarev 
ticm of the regent, who had lately shown to themto ti^^iu^ 
much indulgence, and reluctant to oppose her go-*^^ 
vemment, the lords of the Congregation presented 
to her an address, to which they added the requests 
with which they prayed that she would comply. In 
the address, they reminded her of the patience which 
they had displayed, under all the cruelty to which 
the priesthood had subjected the friends of the re- 
formation ; they declared that they were now im- 
pelled by the most sacred regard to conscience and^' 
their duty to God, to implore pi;otection from tl\,e 
tjrranny of the ecclesiastical state ; they acknow- 
ledged that they ought before, either to havedefezid- 
ed their brethren from suffering, or to have openly . 

* Kaox, p. 122* Calderwood, p. 5. 

f Spottiswoode, B. ii. p. 97. Keith's History of ScotIi|iid|^ B. i. 
cb. vi. p. 68, 69, Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 67, 68. 
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professed that they had ifae same faith ; and they 
' announced their determinatkm no longer to ccxitinue 
silent^ lest their silence should be interpreted mto 
acquiescence in what they were obliged to oppose. 
They complained of the aspersions by which it had 
been attempted to prejudice them in the estimation 
of their countrymen ; they prayed that she would 
attend to the requests which they had subjcnned ; 
and that, to the joy and satisfaction of their troubled 
consdeocesy she would grant these requests^ unless 
it should be proved, by the word of God) that they 
ought not to be granted. The requests were, 1st, 
That they might meet publicly or privately, for die 
purpose of praying in Ae vulgar tongue, to the end 
that their knowledge might increase, and that they 
might commend to God the holy church universal, 
the queen thdu* sovereign, her honourable and gra- 
cious husband, the stability of their succession, her 
grace the regent, the nobility, and whole estates of 
the realm. 2d, That it might be lawful for any 
qualified person who was presem, to interpret such 
obscure passages of Scripture as might occur. Sd, 
That baptism should be administered in the language* 
of the country. 4th, That the Lord's supper should 
be dispensed in the same manner, and should be 
given in both kinds, agreeaUy to the institution oT 
our Saviour* 5tb, That the wicked and scandalous 
lives of churchmen should be reformed, that the 
people might no longer have occasion to contemn 
their ministry ; and that this reformation should be 
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regdated by die precepts of the New Testament, chap. 
the writtngs of die ancient Withers, and the godl j > — v — ^ 
lavs of die Emperor Justinian.* 

The address, widi the suppUcadoii, vas present- 
ed to die reagent by Sir James Sandflands, yeoerable 
from his years, and fixmi the amiablenos and re* 
qiectabiUty of his character. There can be li^^^. 
doubt that it occasioned to her much uneasiness. iMi. 
Attached, &bm princip^, to die Romish faith, and 
guided by poUdcal modyes in the humanity which 
she had shewn to the protestants, she beheld, wkh 
alarm, the con^stency and the extent of their de* 



* Knox, a ii. p. 12S» 1». BucfaanaB* Lib. zvL p. 311. SpottiV 
woode, B. hup, 119. CaJderwood's History, p. 5. Keith» B. i. ch« viii. 
p. 80. Burnet's History, VoL U, p. 409. Heylin's History of the 
Pred)yteroin8, B.iv. p. 147. Bochanan, Spottiswoode, and Burnett 
difier from the others in their aooount of the r^ueats, insertiog par* 
ticularly one respecting the election of ministers. There can, how- 
ever, be no doubt of the accuracy of the paper, which is g^ven at full 
length by Knox ; and it is probable that the added artide was taken 
from a subsequent representation made by the protestants to an 
ecclesiastical assembly. But although Knox is correct in the matter 
of the paper, he is, as is not uncommon with him, wrong as to the 
date, and Calderwood has fidien into the same mistake. These wri« 
ters affirm, that the first petition to the regent, with the requests an- 
nexed to it, was presented before the death of Mill. But in addition 
to the circumstances, that the petition seems to have originated 
from a new cause of complaint, it is apparent, from the first re- 
quest,, that when it was presented, the marriage of Mary with the dati* 
phin had taken place. Now, this did not happen till about a fortnight 
afler Mill's death. Buchanan, and the other historians, are therefore 
right in dating it after the martyrdom of Mill, and It probably, as maf 
be inferred from Buchanan, was presented towards the end of aum- 
mer, or in the beginning of winter. 
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CHAP, mands. Fartunately £3r dienii Ae same oiiisc 
^^ _r which had secuired to them so great a dqppee of the 
16^ royal favour, still contktued to opente. Althoi^h 
the marriage of Mary bad taken place, the firmness 
of the GOQimisstoners had defeated the insidious, 
policy of the French court, and it was necessary to 
solicit frGOi parliament, the matnmomal cxmm 
which the regent vras anxious to place on the head 
of the dauphin* The friends <^ the I&unilton fiu 
mily, the primate^ and as many of the qlergy as h« 
could influence, were averse ta this measure } and 
as the queen relied very much upon the supporters 
of the new religious c^inions, she could not, almost 
on the eve of a meeting of the estates, incur the 
hazard of offending^ the refdrmers^ by expresdng 
her real sentiments, or even by leading them to 
su^ect what was the true l%ht in which she re* 
garded them. Detenqined, thereforeji to yield for 
the mcMiient, she not only received their addre^ 
with the most gracious condescensicm, but ^e ac- 
tually promised to protect their preachers, until par- 
liament should have taken measures with respect to 
them ; and she permitted them to perform divine 
service in the vulgar tongue, under this one condi» 
tion, imposed from her desire to avoid tumults, 
that they would not assemble publicly in Edinburgh 
or Leith.* 



* Knox, B* iii. p. 191| 193. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 119. Ba- 
cfaanaoy Lib. xvi. p. Si 1. Calderwood, p. 5. Baniet» Vol. U. p* 409. 
CoUiePs Ecclesiastical Hi»U of Britun, Tol II. p. 444. Collier hat in 
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The Congregation received, vidi die most un- crap. 
feigned gratitude, this favourable reply* Persua-wJ^i^ 
ded of her friendly disposition towards them, and ^^^ 
entertaining no doubt of her sincerity, they deter* 
mined to support her administration } and, in com« 
pliance wkh her wishes, they prohibited one of their 
teachers from following his intendon of going to 
Leith.* 

The regait's determinadon, guarded as it anxi- 
ously was, proved highly offensive to the clergy ; 
and, notwithstanding her secret assurances that she 
was firmly attached to their interest, and would em- 
brace the first proper opportunity of promoting it, 
they expressed the most violent and the most in* 
caudous resentment.! The protestants, however, simiiAr re- 
convinced of the goodness of theur cause, and belie- JS^fo'ui 
ving that, from the popularity which they enjoyed, ^^^J^n. 
they had little to dr^d from the enmity of the^°^ 
church, presented to an ecclesiasdcal convention 
which met in Edinburgh, the same requests, or re- 
quests nearly the same with those which they had 
submitted to the regent. 

Some of the members of this convention were Effect of 
desirous, that the proposals made to them should 
become the subject of conference or dispute, and to 

this parCof hisnflrretioDy confouoded all dates, and has, of course* with- 
out any design, given a very inaccurate account. Heylin has attribu- 
ted this permission of the regent to the parliament. 

* Knox, p. 122. Calderwood, as above. 

-f Knox, Spottiswoode, as last quoted. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 911. 
VOJU. II. D 
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CHAP, this, in general, the reformers iwere much inclined ; 
— ,,~^but as they insisted that the Scriptures alone should 
^^^^ decide the controversy, while the clergy would ad- 
mit only the canon law, or the decisions of coun- 
cils, and claimed for themselves the privilege of 
pronouncing a final judgment, that is, of taking the 
victory, all thoughts of adopting this scheme were 
soon abandoned. There seems, however, to have 
existed, in the convention, some desire of reconcili- 
ation, and some willingness to make a few sacrifices, 
in the hope of preventing the protestants from pro 
ceeding sa^hx a» they were inclined to gx) ; for it 
was promised, that if the Congregation would pre- 
serve the mass, would admit the existence of pur- 
gatory, and would offer prayers to the saints, and 
for the souls of the dead, the church would allow 
.them to address the Supreme Being in the language 
commonly used, and in that language to perform 
the services connected with the administration of 
baptism and the Lord's supper.* 

What effect might have been produced by such 
a proposition, at the commencement of the refor- 
mation, it is not easy to determine j but it was folly 
to imagine, that any good consequences could now 
* result from it. The protestants, indeed, were so 
thoroughly convinced that it could not terminate 
division, that instead of returning to it any specific 
answer, they commissioned Erskine of Dun to urge 

* Bucfaanan, Lib. xvi. p. 311. Knox, B. ii. p. 121* Spottiswoode» 
B. iff. p. 119. Keith, K i. ch. 8. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. Vl. p. 7 1. 
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anex)^ their claims before the convention.* The chat. 
patience of the clergy was exhausted ; they did not i»...^ —» 
condescend to listen to him ; but loaded him with ^^^ 
the most virulent and indecent reproach.t 

The parliament, which the regent had so anxious- VtOummt 
ly expected, and to which both the clergy and the 
reformers had looked forward with no small solici- 
tude, met at Edinburgh, in the end of November* 
The lords of the Congregation, still fully persuaded 
that they might repose with confidence on the pro- 
mises of the queen, shewed much eagerness in pro- 
moting her views respecting the matrimonial crown# 
That they might not, however, lose so £atvourabIe 
an opportunity of advancing then* own cause, they 
presented to her the articles which they wished to 
receive parliamentary sanction. They were led topcungno^ 
adopt this method, both from a wish to testify the^i^J"*^ 
highest respect for the regent, and from the belief 
that she would take an active part in procuring for 
them all which they required«| These articles 
were of the greatest importance, containing the 
lading principles by which the protestants in Scot- 
land were then distinguished; while the manner 
in which they were framed, evinced a coolness of 
deliberation, which is at all times the best security 
for accomplishing the most arduous attempts. The 
lords of the Congregation, in their own name, and 

* Spottiswoode, B. iii* p. 119« 
t Buchanany Lib* xvL p. 312. Keitb, B. i. cb. 8. 
X Knox, B. ii. p. 194. Caklerwood's History of the Church of 
Scotland) p. 5. 
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CHAP, in that of their brethren, earnestly prayed : 1. That 
all acts of parliament, empowering churchmen to 



^^^ proceed against heretics, might be abrogated or 
suspended till, in a lawful general council, the con- 
troversies relating to religion should be decided* 
2. That, in the meantime, to prevent licentiousness 
of ojMnion, all who were conceived to be guilty of 
heresy, should be carried before a temporal judge, 
the prelates and their officers having only the power 
of accusing ; that an authentic copy of the accusa* 
tion should be delivered to the person accused, and 
a competent period be allowed to him to prq>are 
his defence. 3. That all lawful defences diould 
be received from persons accused of heresy, and 
that they should be allowed to object to witiwsses, 
accordmg to law. 4. That the person accused 
, should be permitted to interpret his own meaning, 
and that his declaration should carry more weight 
than the deposition of any witness whatever; see-- 
ing that no person ought to suffer for religion, 
who is not obstinate in his opinions. Lastly, That 
none of the Congregation should be condemned for 
heresy, unless it were proved, by the word of God, 
that they had erred from the faith which the Holy 
Spirit witneiseth to be necessary to salvation.^ 

* Knox, Book il p. 133, 1 24. Spottiswoode» Bock iii. p. 1X9, 120. 
Caiderwood's History of the Church of Scotland, p. 5, 6i Keith, B. i. 
ch. 8. Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 147. There is 
much good sense, and much of the true spirit of Christianity m the 
fourth resolution, and it would have been bappy for the world bad 
mankmd, even subsequently to the Reformation, acted upon it* 
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When the regent received this memorial, she chaip. 
affected $o feel much earnestness to gain the great « — ^^r-^ 
objeclB kept in view by those from whom it pro- Proceedings 
ceeded* She expressed ardent zeal for the '•elief^^^jj^ 
of her protestant subjects ; but fully sensible of the 
<lelicate and perplexing situation in which, by the 
production of such a paper in parliament, she would 
^be placed, she had recourse to her usual expedient 
to prevent its being produced. She endeavoured to 
persuade the petitioners, that she was averse to any 
pid>£c discussion with regard to it,, merely from the 
'dread that the exasperation of the priesthood, which 
iKOuld thus be excited, might prevent those great 
political arrangements which were about to be com- 
^lece^ i but she assured them, that as soon as these 
were adjusted, she would unequivocally shew her 
attechm^t to men, who, though dissendng from 
the religion, had ^ewn the most laudable desire to 
support and strengthen the government of their • 
country.* 

With these assurances, the lords of the Congre- 
gation were for some time satisfied ; but at length, 
dther suspecting that the regent was not sincere, or 
' unwilling that parliameht should be dissolved with- 
out its attention being at all directed to the religipus 
state of the kingdom, they drew up a protestation, Proteista- 
in which they not only enumerated their grievances, ^^°" 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 124. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 120. Calderwood, 
p. 6. Heyiin*s History of the Presbyterians^ p« H7. Keithy B. u 
ch. 8. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 71, 72. 
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CRAF. but turned away from themselves the blame of any 
commotions to which theneglect of these grievances 
might eventually give rise. The protestation is 
written with much energy, and most perspicuously 
developes the firmness, the expectations, and the 
rational sentiments of those by whom it was com* 
posed. 

*^ It is not unknown to this honourable parlia- 
ment, what controversy is, of late years, arisen be* 
twixt those who will be called prelates and rulers 
of the church, and a great number of us, the nobi« 
lity and commonality of this realm, for the true 
worshipping of God, the duty of ministers, and the 
right administration of the holy scraments; and 
how we have complained to the queen-regept, that 
our consciences are burdened by unprofitable cere- 
monies, and we are compelled to endure many 
idolatrous abuses ; that such as take on them eccle- 
siastical offices, do perform no part of the duty 
which is required of true ministers, and that we and 
our brethren are most unjustly oppressed by their 
usurped authority. We aJso suppose it to be suffi-' 
ciently known, that we were of mind, at this present 
parliament, to seek redress of these enormities ; but 
considering that the troubles of the time do not 
suffer such a reformation, as we, by the warrant of 
God's word, do require, we are enforced to delay 
that which we most earnestly desire. Yet, lest our 
silence i^hould give occasion to our adversaries to 
think that we repent of our former intentions, we 
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cannot cease to protest for remedy^ against that chap. 
most ui^ust tyranny which we heretofore most pap — ^-^^ 
tiently have sustained. Therefore, first, we pro» 
test, that seeing we cannot obtain a just reformation, 
according to God's word, that it be lawful to us to 
use ourselves in matters of religion and conscience, 
as we must answer unto God, until such time as 
our adversaries be sd)le to prove themselves die true 
ministers of Christ's church, and purge themselves of 
^uch crimes as we have already laid to their charge ; 
offering ourselves to prove the same, whensoever the 
sacred authority shall please to give us audience. 
Secondly, we protest, that neither we nor any other 
that godly wish to join with us in the true faith, 
which is grounded upon the invincible word of God, 
fihsdl incur any danger of life or lands, or other 
l>olitical pains, for not observing such acts as have 
passed heretofore in favour of our adversaries, or 
for violating such rites as have been invented by 
men without the commandment of God. We, 
thirdly, protest, that if any tumult or uproar, shall 
arise amongst the members of the realm, for the 
diversity of religion, and if it shall chance, that 
abuses be violently reformed, the crime be not im- 
puted to us, who now do most humbly seek, that 
all things may be reformed by order; but, that 
whatsoever inconvenience may arise, for want of 
timely redress, the same may be imputed to those 
that will not now hearken to our petitions for refor* 
mation. And, last, we protest, that these our r^« 

% 
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CHAP quests, proceeding from conscience, do temi to no 
> '^ p orhgr end but to the refonnation of ^uses in reK» 
^^^ gion ; most humbly beseeching the sacred auth<^ 
ty, to think of us as faithful and obedient subjects^ 
and to take us under their protection, kee{»ng that 
impartiality, which becometh God'8 lieutenants to 
use towards those that, in his name, do call for de.* 
fence against cruel oppressors and blood-thirsty ty« 
rants/'* 
Bemuiu There is, in th& solemn declaration, a v^our and 
an elevation of sentiment, wluch shew, very ^xik- 
ingly, how powerful an effect the refonnation^ 
combined with the circumstances which attended 
it, had ahready produced upon those who adopted 
its principles. Only a short time Imd elapsed fwm 
the period, when the great body of the people bent 
under the yok^ of feudal slavery^ and when most of 
the nobility, delighting in rude splendour, or m- 
dulgingin ravage licentiousness, were sunk in^the 
most deplorable ignorance. But we trace here a 
strong sense of the rights of men ; an tmbn of in- 
terest between different classes of the community, 
whi^rh had been before unknown ; and a resolute 
determination to assert liberty of conscience, con- 
joined, however, with the utmost desire to submit 
to the established government, where submission 

* Knox, B. it. p. 124, 12S. Spottitwoodey B. ill p. 120. Calder* 
wood's Hist of the Church of Sootiand, p. 6. Burnet's Hist, of the 
Refonnation in England, Vol. IL p. 409. Heylin's Hist, of the Pres- 
byterians, B. iv. p, 155, 15«. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 7«, 73, 
and Appendix^ No. IS. 
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was ndt a crime» and to avoid those tumults which chaf. 
f heir ancestors would have considered it as honour- v.^^.^^ 
able to excite. Amidst all the wretchedness which ^*^ 
an em^eoady directed love of liberty has unhap- 
pily occasioned, it should never be forgotten, that 
liberty is the most {Mredous ot blessings ; that to it 
we are indebted for whatever is great and good in 
the human diaracter; that it calls into exercise 
those feelings, and awakens those desires, which 
le*ad to the cultivation of science, and to the im- 
prov^nent of the nd)lest arts ; and that, although it 
has been associated with looseness in moral and re* 
ligious sentiments, it naturally tends to invigorate 
virtue, and to impress upon the mind the importance 
and the beauty of true religion. There is a tran- 
quillity which the unresisted arm of despotism often 
creates ; but it is the tranquillity of the tomb, from 
which we shrink with horror. Who does not pre- 
fer to this the contemplation of men struggling for 
freedom, and asserting that independence, without 
^hich the dignity of our species is degraded or de- 
stroyed ? 

It is obvious, from the protestation, that tbey 
who formed it were aware, that the continuance of 
the system of persecution would involve the coun- 
try in the calamities of civil war ; and by the anxiety 
wiiich they expressed, that those calamities should 
not be imputed to them, they plainly signified, that 
they considered it as a duty, the neglect of which 
wo^ld be infamous, not to avoid a contest by any 
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CHAP, compliance which would endanger their religifin, 
<i y'w oi^ expose to ecclesiastical tyranny those by whom 
1558. ^j^^^ religion was professed. 

After the protestation was read in parliament, the 
lords of the Congregation requested that it might 
be inserted in the records of that assembly. Thi» 
was refused ; and indeed it could not have been 
granted without giving the' countenance of parlia- 
menc to demands, striking at the foundation of laws^ 
which, for many ages, had been in force in Scotland* 
The regent, however, declared, that she was deeply 
impressed with the justice of the claims, that she 
would keep them in her recollection, and would 
use every effort to bring the disputes, which were 
now so keenly agitated, to a happy termination.* 
Beaent i>e. Her great object of obtaining for the dauphin the 
^^y^^;^ matrimonial crown bdng at length, notwithstanding 
*^otot!m* ^^^ opposition of Arran, who protested against it, 
accomplished, the political motives which had in* 
duced her to be lenient to the protestants were d^« 
stroyed. It is, therefore, not improbable, that her 
prejudices in favour of the church would alone have 
$o(Ui given to her administration, in so far as it re* 
lated to them, a new direction ; but other powerful 
causes contributed to alienate her from them, and. 
to determine her to adopt that fatal policy,, from 
which so much suffering and wretchedness resulted 
to Scotland. 

* Knox« B. iL p. 124. Spottiswoode^ B. iu. p. 130. Calderwood» 
p. 6^ Keithi B. L ch. 8, 
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Her brothers^ the Duke of Guise and the Car* chap 
dinal of Lorrain, eminent for insinuation, address, , 
and talents, had succeeded in establishing unbound- 
ed influence over the French court, and had banish- 
ed from it the wisest and the most attached counsel* 
iors of their sovereign. The marriage of their niece 
with the dauphin enlarged their ambition, and the 
death of Mary Queen of England suggested to them Nov* n. 
schemes, the accomplishment of which would have 
gratified equally their love of power, and their zeal 
for the catholic fiiith. 

The accession of Elizabeth to the English crown, 
opposed the most formidable obstacle to the re- 
e^ablishment of the influence of the church. That 
princess, who, during her sister's reign, had acted 
with the most consummate prudence, avowed, soon 
after her elevation to the throne, her partiality for 
the reformed religion, and her resolution to esta- 
blish it in her dominions. She had been called to 
sway the sceptre by the unanimous voice of parlia« 
ment, had succeeded in gaining the affections of 
the great part of her subjects, and had already be- 
gun to display the talents by which her future reign 
was so eminently distinguished. From all these , 
causes, the house of Guise entertained towards her 
the most inveterate enmity ; and they resolved to 
disturb her tranquillity or to endanger her throne. 
For this purpose, they suggested to Henry, King of 
France, that the Queen of Scotland should lay claim 
to the sovereignty of England, and that she and 
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CHAP, the dauphin her husband should assume the tMe 
'^ . and use the arms of the monarchs of that country.* 

1^^ As this oflFensive claim could be realized only by 
force, the most effectual mode of employing it -wzs 
to take advantage of their influence in Scotland, 
and to unite, with what troops could be raised thare, 
succours from France. It was apparent, howevar, 
that so long as the reformation was countenanced 
or tolerated in Scotland, they who adhered to it 
would resist every attempt to make war upon a 
princess, who was regarded as the bulwark of the 
protestant hiih. It became thus with the family of 
Guise, a matter both of policy and of religious 
principle, to let loose against the Scotish reformers 
the horrors of persecution. Perhaps the for- 
midable influence which these reformers had ac- 
quired, rather accelerated the measures taken 
against them ; because it was hoped that the strug- 
gle, which would probably ensue from opposing 
them, would afibrd a plausible pretext for sending a 
French army into Scotland, and would thus raider 
more successful that attack upon Elizabeth, of which, 
amidst all the negotiations at Cambray, the nume- 
rbus professions of amity used by the sovereigns, 
and the actual conclusion of treaties of peace between 

* Leslie, de Rebus Gestis Scotornm, Lib. x. p. 503. Sir James 
MelvU's Memoirs, p. 23. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 312. Very satis- 
factory information respecting the views of the house of Gonei with 
regard to Elizabeth, may be found in a letter from Dr Wotton to 
Secretary Cecil, dated from Brussels, 9th January, 1659, inserted in 
Dr Forbes's Transactions of Elizabeth. 
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Efigla&d and France,. and between England and chap. 
Scotland, the insincere and profligate uncles of >..^v««i 
Mary never for a moment lost sight,* 

When the resolution to hold up Mary as the ism. 
rival of Elizabeth was fully matured, Bettancourt, 
a confidential agent, was dispatched from France to 
thf queen- regent, to unfold to her the policy which 
she was now required to adopt. He was instructed 
to announce to her, that the kings* of France and 
Spain had resolved no longer to tolerate the ene- 
mies of thei church, and that she must concur in 
the execution of the scheme for effectuating this 
object} an object so congenial to the wishes and 
the principles of all who venerated the claims, and 
acquiesced in the infallibility of the Romaui pontiff.t 

The afibction and the respect which she enter- 
tained for the Duke of Guise and the Cardinal of 
Lorrain, could not fiail to produce a considerable 
effect upon her mind j but they did not trust solely 
to these natural feelings. Their injunctions were 
most positive, and they even threatened to withdraw 
from her their support, if she hesitated to obey 
thenu| 

She was much agitated by the situation in which 
she was placed. Although attached, by education 

f Full information respecting the negotiations at Cambray, and tbe 
peace which was in consequence concluded, may be found by consult* 
ing Forbes's Acootint of the Public Transactions of Queen Elizabetb, 
Sir James Melvil's Memoirs, Rapin, Vol. II., Stowe's Annals^ Cant- 
den's AnnalS) and Burnet's History of the Reformation in England, 
t Sir James Melvii's Memoirs, p. 23» 94. X ^^^^' P* ^^• 
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CHAFJ and convidfiori, to the religionof Rome, the frequent 
— -^ ^> communications \(rhich she had held with the pro-* 
*^^' testants, had diminished her prejudices against them ; 
and without a total disregard of principle, and ob- 
literating from her memory the most solemn and 
explicit promises, it was impossible for her to dwell 
upon the projected change in her administration, 
without emotions of shame and of anguish. Pos- 
sessed of an excdlent understanding, she had appi^e- 
ciated, much more justly than her brothers could 
do, the strength and the spirit of those whom they 
wished her to oppress. She saw numberless diflS- 
culties to be surmounted in carrying their views into 
execution ; and the real anxiety which she f§lt for 
the happiness of her people, must have made her 
shrink from becoming the instrument of interrupt- 
ing domestic peace, and of ruining the prosperity 
which she had laboured to promote. She accor- 
dingly remonstrated with her brothers, and repre- 
sented to them the cpnsequences which she appre- 
hended from driving the protestants to despair ; but, 
infatuated by amWtion, and impatient of counsel^ 
which tended to limit or to frustrate their plans of 
aggrandizement, they insisted that she should follow 
the line of. conduct which they had so unwisely and 
so imperiously prescribed.* 

Unwilling to involve herself in a dispute with the 
court of France, she had not fortitude or inclination 

Melvil's Memoirs, p. S4. Memoires de Michel de Castelnau, apud 
Jcbb, in his work entitled, De Vita et Rebus Gestra SereDissims Pnn« 
cipis Maris Scotorum Regina^ Ac Edition 1535, Vol. 11, p. 440. 
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to adhere to her own sentiments. She immediately chap. 
altered her deportment to the reformers ; and acted v '^ 



V^"**' 



towards them with a haughtiness and a contemptu- ^^^ 
ous severity, which too plainly showed that they 
could no longer hope for her support.* 

She could not^ however, at once cast aside all 
appearance of wishing to compose the dissensions 
which she had pledged herself that she would endea- 
vour to remove. She attempted^ by mingling gaie- 
ty with social intercourse, to withdraw the minds of 
the nobility from the subjects by which they had 
been so powerfully agitated ^ and when this had no 
effect in diminishing the ardent zeal which she was 
eager, to extinguish, she summoned an assembly ^Aswm- 
oF the most learned and most respectable of theciergy. 
clergy, probably from the desire that in throwing 
off the mask, she might appear to be guided by 
anxiety to defend the decrees of men so fully com* 
petent to enlighten her conscience and to regulate 
her faith.t This convocation met in the beginning 
of March. ,,^,^ 

The protestants, unwilling to believe that they 
were completely excluded from the royal favour, 
and desirous to embrace every proper occasion of 
urging their demands, presented to the regent what 
they entitled the first articles, probably meaning 



* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 31^. Knox, p. 126. Spottiswoode, p. 130. 
Calderwood, p. 6. Holinshed's Chronicle, Vol. If. p. 288. 289. 

t Leslie, de Rebus Gestis Scotoruno, Lib. x. p. 504. Keith, B. ii. 
ch. 8. 
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CHAP, the essential principles of reformation.^ These tht 
.transmitted by the Earl of Huntly^ for the con- 



IX. 



Firrt^'. sideration of the convention. They contained the 
^l^?r J'equests which had been before made to the queen, 
but several new ones were added, which, as. has 
been observed, some of our historians erroneously 
represent as having formed a part of the first 
petition. The chief addition rdated to the elec- 
tion of bishops and of parish priests. The Con* 
gregation insisted that the former should be elect- 
ed widi the consent of the gentlemen of the dio« 
cese, and the latter with the consent o£ the parish- 
ioners. They again entreated that prayers might 
be said, and the sacraments administered, in the 
vulgar tongue j that incumbents, not qualified to dis- 
charge their duty, might be removed ; and then re« 
curred to what was the ccmstant theme of the ad- 
versaries, and what was most deeply lamented by 
the candid and enh'ghtened friends of the church— » 
the indecent and excessive immorality of the priest- 
hood.f The synod debated upon the articles thus 
submitted to them; but assured that the chuich 
would now receive the full support of government, 

* Leslie, Lib. x. p. 504. 

t Tfaatrihe greater part of the clergy were most irregular in their 
conduct, the open accusations of the reformers, and the numerous in- 
junctions of ecclesiastical assemblies, place beyond a doubt. In looking 
over the papers belonging to the family of Dun, which Mr Erskine, 
the representative of that family, most politely permitted me to in- 
spect, I found one, entitled, '* Counsall of the Deyne and Chapter of 
Abirdene to my Lord fiischoppe,'' dated 5th January, I55S-9. It is 
written in a very old hand, but having, through the kindness of Pro- 
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and sanguine in thdr expectations of the efficacy of chap. 
die league, which the most powerful continental ,,. ,^..— . 
sovereigns had formed for extinguishing the light ^^' 
of the reformation, they returned an answer, which 
they must have known not to be calculated to re- 
store peace. They retracted even what, mider cer- 
tain conditions, the synod of the former year had 
promised to permit ; declaring that they could not 
consent to the use of any language but the Latin 
in the public prayers, as it had been appointed by 
the church, under the most severe penalties, and 
could not be altered without violating the majesty 
of God. With respect to the election of bishops 
and pastors, they decreed that the injunctions of 
die canon law must be observed ; and with consi- 
derable art, probably in consequence of the sugges- 
tion of the regent, they fortified this decree, by add- 
ing, that as the election of prelates was a privilege 
belonging to the ^rown, requiring, in order to its 
bang exercised, only the approbation of the pope, 



r Stuart of Ae Marischall College, Aberdeen, got it transcribed, 
it appeared that it had been communicated to Bishop Keith, and had 
actually been- published by hini among the papers prefixed to his His- 
toty. As, however, it is an authentic and a very curious document, 
shewing, from authority which cannot be disputed, the state of clerical 
morals, and the great cause which excited the anxiety of the church 
to amend them ; as from the place assigned to it by Keith, it is often 
overlooked ; and as Professor Stuart's copy is, I have reason to think, 
Ycry accurate, I have inserted the paper in the Appendix, No. Ill, 
with several remarks, intended to shew what conclusions may be fairly 
deduced from it, with regard to the moral situation of the clergy, and 
the progress which had then been made by the reformers, 
vol-. II. E 
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CHAP, to determine any thing in opposition theretp, at a 
v....^^^time when the queen was so young, would be a 
^^^^' piece of very high indiscretion and insolence, and 
even a treasonable encroachment upon the royal pre^ 
rogative. As to the reformation of the clergy, they 
coldly, and in general terms, resolved that the de- 
crees of the council of Trent should be put in force.* 
March. The regent now threw aside all reserve She had 

conduct of succeeded in regaining the aflFections of the clergy, 
e regen . ^^ ^ ^^^ fulfilled the assurances which she had con- 
stantly, though secretly, given to them, by defend«- 
ing the rash, and even ludicrous decisions whi^ch 
they had not scrupled to pronounce. When we 
compare the violence which she so soon mai^ifest- 
ed, with her former prudence and moderaticm, it is 
impossible not to be struck with her inconsistency. 
Necessity might have compelled her to arm agaiiiist 
the protestants, to shut her ear to all their solicitations 
for indulgence, and to reject every measure which 
could promote or secure their liberty. Even this. 



* Leslie, Lib. x. p. 504,505. HoUnshed*8Chrouicle»Vol.iI«.pr^9. 
Keith, B. I ch. viil upon the authority of Leslie. None of our ot|ier 
historians, with the exception ofPitscottie, have mentioned the pro-* 
ceedings of this assembly ; but upon Leslie and Holinshed we may 
rely with confidence, particularly on the former, who. had the. best 
means of information. Lindsay's account of the proceedings is-dif-* 
ferent from that of Leslie, which upon every account is to be prefer* 
red. Pitscottie, p. 202.-— He confirms what has been said above of 
the motives by which the clergy were influenced. Hailes's Histori- 
cal Memorials of Scotish councils, p. 38. From the same inadver- 
tence already noticed, his lordship say8> this council sat for more tba& 
a year ; it sat only a few weeks. 
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however, she might have done without that inde- chai* 
cency of insult, by which she seemed anxious to , ^^ 
increase irritation* If we suppose that she was ever **^' 
sincere in her desire to conciliate them, and in the 
numberless promises which she gave to them, we 
must attribute her sudden and unexpected vehe- 
mence of opposition to her dread, lest the partiab'ty 
to them, which she was conscious that she had felt, 
might be suspected and condemned by her brothers. 
If she was following her real inclinarions, which po- 
licy alone had disguised or suspended, we must, in 
detestation of her hypocrisy, extinguish the admira- 
tion with which many of her professions, and a great 
part of her administration, would otherwise most 
justly have been contemplated. 

The Congregation soon perceived that she had 
finally deserted them. She issued a proclamation, 
commanding all classes of men to conform to the 
Roman catholic religion, to resort daily to mass, 
and to make confession to the priests. She inform- 
ed several of the protestant lords that they must 
desert their principles, shewing them her commis- 
sion from France, and pointing out to them the 
danger of disobedience.* She issued rigorous in- 
junctions, respecting the celebration of Easter ; in- 
quired how these were observed ; and she sum- 
moned the most eminent of the reformed preachers 
to appear before a parliament to be held at Stirling, 

* Sir James Melvil's Meuioirsi p. 34. 



8 
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CHAP, that they might answer the accusations which would 
V /- _ be brought against them.* 

wly^ioth. This must have been perceived to be an act of 

hostility, but the protestant leaders were anxious to 

soften the antipathy with which she now regarded 

Modera- them. They commissioned the Earl'of Glencairn 

t^^mLf »^ S^^ H"g^ Campbell, sheriff of Ayr, to wait 

the pro. upon her, and to entreat that she would not molest 

tiBtants. , ♦ . 

their ministers unless they could be charged with 
preaching false doctrine, or with acting inconsist* 
ently with the sanctity which becanie their office^ 
and with the submission which they owed to go* 
vernment.t Nothing could be more moderate than 
this request, and nothing more respectful than the 
manner in which it was presented. But what 
should have conciliated, produced quite a different 
effect. Determined upon persecution, she listened 



* Knox, B. ii. p. 126. Spotttswoode, 6. iii. p. 191. BurnetV Hist 
of the Reformation in England, Vol. II. p. 4t0. Lesttf, de Rebos Gefl- 
tis Sc torum. Lib. x. p. 505. Calderwood, p. 7. Hottnshed's ChronicTe^ 
Vol. IT. p. 989 Leslie, and HoHnshed from him, layi that Knox was 
included in the summons, which could not be the case, as he bad not 
yet returned from Geneva. 

t Buchanan rep? esents the summons to the ministers as having been 
issued after this deputation ; but it is appaiirent that Glencura and 
'Campbell chiefly pleaded the cause of the ministers ; which would 
have been unnecessary, had no particular act been directed against 
them. Knox fully explains this. They were summoned before the 
deputation, but the regent, alarmed at the eliect of the summons, con- 
sented to delay it. It was renewed, however, soon after, 'n cont^e- 
quence of intelligence from Perth. Compare Buch. Lib. xvi. p. 313. 
and Keith, B. i. cb. viii. p. 82, with Knox, B. ii. p. 326. Most of the 
•ther historians speak only of the summons fiirst issued. 
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with the utmost impatience to the representation of chap. 
the commissioners; and when it was concluded, she, '^ 
with much rashness and passion, exclaimed, " That ^^^• 
in spite of all which they could do, their ministers 
should be banished Scotland, although they preach- 
ed as soundly as St Paul had done.** By men, under 
the influence of the most ardent religious zeal, this 
reply, which was irreverent as it was unwise, must 
have been heard with the deepest abhorrence. They, 
however, preserved the calmness which the nature 
of their situation rendered so important, and re- 
minded her of those promises in favour of the pro- 
testants, wl»ch she had so often and so recently 
made. 1 his increased her irritation. Unable to 
disown what multitudes had heard, she answered 
witn a disingenuity which politicians often most 
erroneously confound with prudence. That the 
promises of princes should not be urged upon them 
when they could not conveniently fulfil them* 
Although farther solicitation, or farther argument, 
was vain, Glencaim and his friend did not shrink 
from their duty ; they, *on their part, conclud- 
ed this most remarkable conference with these im- 
pressive and prophetic words : " If you have re- 
solved to keep no faith with your subjects, we will 
renounce our allegiance, and leave you to reflect 
upon the calamities which will thus be entailed on 
the country." This manly language struck her Effect 
with amazement. She instantly changed her tone, r^L^ 
and dismissed the commissioners, with an assurance 
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^^AP. that she shoilld advise, and should yet labour to 
remedy, in the most peaceable and effectual manner^ 
the evils of which the-y complained.*^ 

It now^ required little penetration to discern^ that 
the lords of the Congregation would be compelled 
to seek redress by the sword ; and it was not long 
before matters visibly hastened to the extremity, 
which a wise and lenient government should, with 
the utmost anxiety, have exerted itself to avoid. 
The friends of the reformation, restrained by con- 
scientious motives from obeying the proclamation in 
favour of the established religion, resolved not to 
desert their ministers, who had strengthened these 
motives. In the town of Perth, they openly pro- 
fessed the new tenets ; their preachers enforced them 
in public assemblies, and the foundation of the 
Scotish protestant church was there actually laid. 
When an account of this was transmitted to the 
regent, she resigned herself to the violence of pas- 
sion. She regarded the contumacy which thus was 
'li^id. exhibited, as the first step to rebellion, and she was 
convinced that no time should be lost in taking the 
strongest measures for asserting her authority, and 
•crushing those whom she considered as guilty of 
setting it at defiance. She immediately ordered 
Lord Ruthven, the provost or chief magistrate of 
Perth, to suppress the meetings of the protestants i 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvl p. -3 1 2. Knox, B. ii. p. 126. Spottiswoode, 
B. ill. p. 121. Burnet's History of the Reformation, Tol. TI. p. 410. 
Collier's Ecclesiastical History of Britain, Vol. II. p. 416, 447. Wod- 
row's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 73. 
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aiMl when he represented the diiEcuUy of doing it, — chap- 



IX. 



■V 



offering IQ mSkt any punishment upon the violators < 
of law, but pointing out the impossibility of com- ^^^' 
pelling conscience^ — ^far from being warned by the 
honest declaration, she, with much warmth, in^- 
nuated that he was not sufficiently devoted to his 
sovereign ; and threatened, that both he and the 
peirsons whom she wished him to persecute, should 
soon repent of what they had done.* Not de- * 
t&rred by his unexpected refusal to obey her com- 
mands, she ordered Methven, who had been very 
successful in increasing the number of protestants 
in Dundee, to be apprehended j and she renewed 
her efforts to prevail upon the inhabitants of those 
towns most devoted to the reformation, to counte- 
nance by their presence the celebration of mass. 
When she failed in both these schemes, for Meth- 
i^n, upon being informed of what was intended 
a^inst him, had left Dundee, her indignation was 
heightened, and she again summoned all the most 
distinguished protestant teachers to appear at Stir- 

ling.f 

The lords of the Congregation made another 
attempt to disarm her resentment, and to prevent 
the persecution of their preachers i but when they 
found it totally ineffectual, they came to the reso* 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 1S6. Spotttswoode, B. iii. p. 121. Buclianan, Lib. 
xvi. p. 313. Burnet, Vol. JI. p. 410. Heylin's History of the Presby- 
terians, B. iv. p. 156. Keith, B. i. ch. 8. Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. 74. 

t Knox and Buchanan, as last quoted. Calderwood's Huit. of the 
Church of Scotland, p. 7. Wodrow, as last quoted. 
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chap: ludon of attending the mfnisters to Stirling, ^md of 

. ^^ '. ^ giving to tliem all the support which the coonGCiH 

^'^*^- nance and attachment of a very numerous and re** 

spectable part of the community could extend t& 

them. Fot this purpose, numbers from the coundes 

of Angus and Meams,"and particularly frota ikt 

town of Dundee, repaired to Perth. They treat 

without arms, and probably without tlie least inten** 

Enkmc ^^^ ^^ proceeding to hostilities. Eager to preT«rt 

Mn?to her ^^y misrepresentation of their conduct, Efskme (rf 

idtin, whose zeal for the reformed faith was ^i- 

* grafted upon the warmest loyalty to his sovere^gn^ 

was sent to the regent, to prevent her from bdng 

alarmed at the approach of such a concourse of 

people, and to explain to her what was their object 

in assembling.* 

She listened with much attrition to the repre- 
sentation which he made to her ; and fully sensible 
of the fervent attachment of the mukitude to the 
instructors by whom they were directed, and aware 
that if, in the presence of their followers, these in- 
Sttructors were condemned or punished, the most dis- 

* Buchanan states, tliat the t^ueem alarmed at the fnulUttide, sent 
for Erskine, who bad great influence over the Congregation, to solicit 
that he would disperse them ; and Spottiswoode rather <;ottntenance8 
this opinion. I agree, however, with Knox and Keith, in thinking ihaiy 
Erskine was sent by the Congregation. This was quite in harmony 
with the rest of their conduct : Knox could scarcely he mistaken with 
respect to the fact; and in every point ol>iew, indeed, it is more pro* 
bable than the other account. Compare Knox, p. 197, aad Keitfa^ 
p. 83j with Buchanan, p. 3 IS, and Spottiswoode, p. 121^ See aho 
Calderwood, p. 7. and Pitscottie, p. 202. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VL 
p. 74. 
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astrooa excesses might be apprehended ; she consi- chap. 
4ered it as prudent to have recourse to dissimula- ^ — y' ^ 
tion. She accordingly gave the most explicit as* Her' dun* 
doraaces. that, if the people would peaceably dis-®*****^*^ 
perse^ she should relinquish her intention of pro- 
ceeding against the preachers, and immediately 
np^e snch regulations, as would convince them 
that she was again solicitous to secure to them the 
protection which she had so long permitted them 
to enjoy.* 

Erskine had no doubt of her sincerity. He im- 
mediately wrote to the chief men of his party, ac- 
<quainting them with her friendly determination, and 
requesting them to comply with what she had re- 
'quired* When we consider the decided and ofien- 
sive manner in which she had abandoned the pro- 
testants^ we can ascribe the credulity, with which he 
listened to her assurances, only to that anxiety 
which he, in common with most of the Congrega- 
tion, long felt to avoid an open rupture with the 
civil power. This credulity, however, was not uni- 
versal. Some of the most zealous or dibcemin^ of 
those who remained at Perth, upon receiving the 
report, and the advice of their commissioner, ex- 
pressed their suspicion of deceit, and very wisely 
insisted that they should prosecute their mtention, 
at least until the citation had, by the proper autho- 
rity,* been revoked or cancelled. The majority, 

* KdoX| p. 127. Spottiswoodei p* 121. Buchanan, p. 313. Kettbi 
l>. 83. 
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CHAP, however, were of opinion, that they should place 
,_i^^ implicit reliance in the promises of the regent ; and 
^^^' they all felt much reluctance to act in opposition to 
the opinion of Erskine, of whose attachment to 
them they had received the most satisfactory proofc 
Acting agreeably to these sentiments, the preachers, 
with some barons and gentlemen, continued at Perth, 
but almost the whole of their attendants returned 
home, convinced that the danger which they had 
dreaded had, by their firmness and their union, been 
averted,* 

Hitherto the Congregation had acted with a de^ 
gree of cool deliberation, which reflects on them 
the highest honour. Far from shewing the fury of 
blinded zealots, they kept open the door of peace 
and reconciliation ; and nothing but the infatuated 
and unprincipled policy of the regent, could have 
so soon interrupted the tranquillity, which, by diflfe- 



* Knox, B. ii. p. 197. Spottiswoode, B iii. p. 131. Buchanan, 
Lib. xvi. p. 313. Keith, B. i. ch. viii p 83. Burnet, Vol. II. p. 4|0. 
It might amuse the reader to compare the account which Leslie has 
given of £rskine*s embassy to the regent with the accounts of other 
historians. He represents the whole protestants as alarmed at the 
summons ; says what is trbe, that Dun was sent by his party, but mo^t 
absurdly thus describes the object for which he was sent, *' qui ab ilia 
poenam absentibus, publico decreto irrogandam deprecaretur/' This 
IS not only contradicted by the best authority, but is disproved by the 
whole of the subsequent history. The regent's conduct in this matter 
was so indefensible, that' even Leslie could not have approved of it; 
he was probably averse to make an accurate inquiry about it, and 
adopted any account which freed him from the necessity of condemn- 
ifig where his zeal would have rendered condemnation most unplea^ 
sant. Lib. X. p. 505. Wodrow's MSS. Vol/vi. p. 74, 75. 
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rent conduct, she might, at least for some time^ c^At*. 
have easily preserved. Casting aside all regard j . ^ ' 
liot merely to honour, but to the most obvious po- ^*^* 
liticat prudence, sfhe was no sooner satisfied that 
the multitude had separated, than she resolved to 
violate the sacred declarations which she had made 
to Erskine, and to proceed against the ministers 
t^ith the most unrelenting severity. On the day upon 
which they should, according to the summons, have 
appeared at Stirling, they were, on account of their 
absence, which her own earnest entreaties had occa* 
sioned, denounced a8 rebels, and all her subjects 
were prohibited, under the most severe penalties^ 
irom harbouring or supporting them.* 

Ersldne, enraged at the perfidy of the regent, de* 
ploring the part which he had been led to act, 
trembUng for the consequen es which might result 
from the cruel disappointment of the protestants, 
and alarmed for his personal safety, instantly left 
the court, and hastened to Perth. After vindicat- 
ing himself from any suspicion of negligence, or 
want of cordiality in the cause of the Congregation, 
he explained to those of his friends whom he found 
still there, the treachery of the queen, convinced 
them of her implacable hatred, and impressed on 
them, that as dissimulation could no longer be prac- 
tised, they must prepare themselves ior the active 

* Buchanan, p, 113. Knox, p. 127. Spottisvi oode, p. 121. Cal« 
flerwoodj p. 7. Lindsay of Pitscottic, p. 202- Keith, p. 8;J. Bur- 
net, Vol. li. p. 410. Collier's EcclesiastiCcil History, Vol. II. p. 407. 
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CHAF. and violent opposition by which it would be sue* 

^^ * ceeded.* They were, as was to be expected, high- 

^^^* ly exasperated. They saw that they were regard- 
ed as men with whom faith was to be kept only 
when it was advantageous to keep it ; and the coa- 
^ tempt implied in this treatment, inflicted a wound 
on their feelings, which the most iMient administra- 
tion, and the most tender coBcem for their happi- 
ness, might afterwards have been unable to lieal. 
jy, The force of these impressions was much in- 

Knox ar- creased by the activity, the zeal, and the indignant 
Scotland, eloquence of Knox, who had, at this critical period, 
arrived in Scotland. He had received, in the end 
of the preceding year, the* most urgent solicitations 
to visit his native country. These solicitations were 
enforced by the opinion and the authority of the 
most eminent protestants at Geneva; iand after 
having made his final arrangements in that city, he 
hastened to exert his influence in accomplishing a 
His jour- revolution which he had long anticipated. He was 
^^' anxious to pass through England, that he might 
meet with those whom he had formerly instructed, 
or that he might lay the foundation of a connexion 
between the government of Elizabeth and the Scot- 
ish reformers. His intention, however, he was 
prevented from carrying into execution j for when, 
agreeably to the practice of the age, he solicited the 
permission of that princess, it was positively refused. 
1556, jjg Yi^^ ^ fg^ jedirs before this published, on the 



1*6T. 



* Buchanan^ Knox, Spottiswoode, Keith, as last quoted. 
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continent^ a political work, which he entitled the chap. 
First Blast against the Monstrous Regiment and 
Empire of Women, His object was, to prove that 
it was unlawful for women to exercise the supreme 
authority ; a doctrine which, in the earlier periods 
of Scotish history, had, by some eminent politicians, 
be^i strenuously maintained.* 

His mind was directed to this subject by the cruel 
reign of the English Mary, a reign so fatal to the 
protestants; and his tendency to embrace the 
theory was undoubtedly increased by the state of the 
royal family in Scotland. His eagerness to sup- 
port his fevourite principle, led him into the embar- 
rassment so often experienced by those who toQ 
hastily adopt general maxims j and he soon had 
cause to regret either that he had not remained si- 
lent, or at least had not restricted what, with his 
usual str^gth of language, he had inculcated. 

Elizabeth, who watched over her prerogative wjth 
the most unceasing jealousy, was highly displeased 
with this publication ; and although, from her hav- 
ing embraced the protestant faith, she might have 
been inclined to countenance one of its most intre- 
pid defenders, she could not consent to. admit into 
her dominions a man whose theoretical principles 
tended to subvert her throne. Knox most acutely 

* See a very eloquent oration which Buchanan puts into the mouth 
of the celebrated Bishop Kennedy, having, for its object, to prevent 
the mother of James III. from obtaining the regency during her son's 
Kinority. Buchanan, Lib. xii. p. 921^ &c. 
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€HAp. fcit the disappointment. He wrote ro Cecil upon* 
i:_i / _ t^f^ subject ; and although he did not choose to re* 
*^*^' nounce what had been once his favourite specula- 
tion, he devised a fanciful and dbsurd distinction^ 
in consequence of which^ he contended, that while 
the general principle remained unshaken, Elizabeth 
might be lawfully obeyed by her subjects j and he 
promised that she should find him most friendly to 
her government. Unwilling, however, to wait the 
issue of a controversy which might be delayed or 
neglected, and eager to visit a scene now so pecu- 
liarly interesting to him, he embarked at Dieppe, 
and arrived at Leith on the second of May He 
remained only two days in Edinburgh, after which 
he went to Dundee, where he joined the inhabitants 
who were going to Perth, to countenance and pro- 
tect their teachers,* 
Hismemor. Upou none did the report of Erskine produce a 
"fp^***^ deeper impression than upon Knox. He availed 
himself oi the indignation which the conduct of the 
regent had so justly excited ; and, in a memorable 
sermon, delivered on the day subsequent to the 
May 11. condemnation of the preachers, he ^impressed upon 

♦ Knox, B. il. p. 127, and Bi iii. p. 204, &c. Strype's Annals of 
the Reformation under Queen Elizabeth, Vol I. ch. ix. p. 120-122, 
David Buchanan's Life of Knox, prefixed to the history, p. 22. Mac- 
kenzie's Life of Knox, in Vol. III. of his Lires, p 116. Calderwood.*s 
History of the C hurch of Scotland, p. 7 Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VL 
folio, p. 53-68. with Appendix. No. 10, and a Letter of Knox to Mrs 
Anna Locke, dated 3d May, 1559, and quoted by Wodrow, in his 
Life of Knox, p. 75. 
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his. audience the mfinite importance of those princi*- 

ples for which they were now called strenuously to 

cgntend. In the style common in the discourses 

of those days, he spoke with vehemence against 

the idolatry of the church of Rome j represented, 

in the most glawing colours, the detestation with 

which idolatry had ever been regarded by the Su- 

preme Being ; repeated the commandments, which, 

at various jimes, had been given for the destruction 

of the monuments of idolatrous worship j and ia- 

veighed against the mass, which he denominated an 

abomination. The zeal of the people was roused 

or inflamed. They felt all that attachment to their 

faith, which their energetic teacher was anxious to 

inspire i they regarded the established religion as in 

direct opposition to divine truth ; and had no doubt 

that it was their duty to attempt its destruction.* 

These feelings might soon have exhausted their 
strength, had they not been heightened by the im- 
prudence or infatuation of a priest. This man, to 
show his contempt for the sentiments which Knox 
had so vigorously inculcated, began the celebration 
qf mass in the presence of several of the most 
vehement advocates for the reformation ; exhibiting, 
in the nK)st conspicuous and irritating manner, the 
images of the saints whose mediation he intended 
to implore. A young man exclaimed, that such 
open contempt of God's law was intolerable ; and 

• Knox, B. ii p. 127. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 313. Spottiswoode, 
B. iii, p. 121. Caldenvood, p. 7. Keith, B. i. ch. viii. p. 84. 
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eHAP the priest, with the same rashness whidi he had a!- 
> 1^' ^resLdy displayed, and with a temper certainly not 
i5^*- Mjitable to the solemn work in which he was cn- 
gaged, punished by a blow this forwardness and 
presumption. Such an injury, the youth, in the 
state of mind in which he then was, was not incli- 
ned quietly to bear. He, with a stone, struck down 
one of the images ; and his companions, catching. 
the spirit by which he was actuated, demolished 
the altar upon which the priest was officiating. A 
report of what had happened n^dly spreading 
through the town, multitudes, who, from its being 
the hour of dinner, had dispersed, returned, joined 
their friends, and proceeded to more extensive de- 
AttadKon ▼astations. 'They attacked the monasteries of the 
A^rnooa*. giack and Gray friars, bore down the resistance 
which was made to them, and, having stri{^>ed these 
houses of the wealth, which, notwithstanding their 
vow of poverty, the fathers had diligently accumu- 
lated, they bent their fury against the. residence of 
the Carthusians, a most splendid edifice, and level* 
led it with the ground.* 

These outrages were committed by the people, 

* Kdox, B. if. p. 197, 128. Buchanan* Lib. xvi. p. S13. Spottis* 
woode, B. iii. p. 121 Lindsay of Pitscottie, p. 203. Leslie, de Re*- 
' bttftGestis Scotoiuni, Lib. x. p. 506. Holinshed's Chronicle, Vol 
II. p. 290. Keith, p. 84, 85. Heyiin's History of the Presbyterians, 
B. iv. p. 157. Burnet's History of the Reformation, Vol. IL p. 410. 
Collier's Ecclesiastical History of Britain, Vol. II. p. 447. Wodrow's 
MSS. Vol. VI. p. 7o-77, and introduction to Kirktoun's MS. History, 
quoted by Wodrow. 
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ift opposition, ais Knox mentions, to the admonitions chap. 
iSf' the preachers and to the orders of the magistrates. ^^^' 
Be probably intended this observation as an apo- i^"^- 
logy fdr the higher classes of the protestants ; but 
it cannot be supposed that he himself vehemently 
condemned what had been done, for he soon after- 
^rds instigated those who heard him to similar 
destruction;* 

Amidst the eagerness and impetuosity of the po- Disintc- 
j^lace, it must be recorded, that no mean and in-^JJ^^ 
terested motives in the slightest degree influenced p"^**** 
them. They appropriated none of the riches which 
tfiey discovered j they permitted the monks to carry 
off,- withottt molestation, whatever they most valued ; 
ahd the remainder, surely without any deviation 
from the views of the founders of these orders, was 
i&tribated to the poor.t There was in this a mag* 
nanimity, and a disinterested regard to principle, 
wtiich even they who most condemn the violence 
of the reformers, niust adnut to be singular^ and to 

* Ktiox, p. 127. Keith, p. 85. Wodrow, Vol. VI. p^ 75, warm- 
]y maintains that these excesses were not to be attributed to Knox ; 
but that the reformer was not much dissatisfied with the destruc- 
tion of the buildings at Perth, is, I think, rendered evident by this fact, 
that ifi a ^vat^ letter, dated' ^3d June, in which he gives to a con- 
fidential friend a full account of all which had happened since his arri- 
val in Scotland, he speaks of the events at Perth without the sh'ghtest 
disapprobation. See Caiderwood's MS, History, Vol. I ; and Wod-^ 
row's MSS. Vol. VI.p.88. 

t Knox, p. 128. Spottiswoode, p. ISl. Lindsay, p. 203. Bu- 
chanan, p. 313. Burnet, Vol. II. p 410. Calderwood, p. 7. Keith, 
p. 85. Collier, Vol. 11. p. 447. Wodrow, Vol. VI, p. 77. 
VOL. II. F 
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reflect some honour upon the integrity and the 
, firmness of the teachers, who had been able to re- 
strain or to subdue that propensity to pillage, which^ 
in the tumult of multitudes, is so generally and so 
openly displayed.^* 

The example set by the inhabitants of Perth was 
followed in the small town of Cupar in Fi£b». The 
people there defaced the images, the altars, and 
other appendages of idolatry, which so shocked the 
priest, that, in the frenzy of despair, he put an end tp 
his life.t 

These acts of outrage,^ and the others whicit ac- 
companied the progress of the reformation in Scot- 
land, have, by many who were attached to the 
protestant faith, been condemned with an asperity 
that, from the circumstances imder which they 
were committed, is most unwarrantable ; and have, 
by the enemies of Knox, and of the polity which he 
introduced into the church, been represented as 
disgraceful to himself, and to the cause which he 
espoused. The conduct of the Scottish reformers 
has been inconsiderately contrasted with that of the 
reformers in England ; and the inference has been 
drawn, and from party motives keenly maintained^ 
thaty while the latter were guided by consummate, 
wisdom and exemplary moderation, all the actbns 

* Knox, p. 127. Calderwoody p. 7. Collier is the only historian 
who detracts from the merit of the people^ but he does so onfy by an 
insinuation totally inconsistent with the strongest historical evidencvf 
and even with his owri account. 

t Spottiswoode, p. 122, Keith, p. $4. 
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and resoladons of the former resulted from fervent chap. 
and irrational enthusiasm. ^— y w 

That it is desirable that the magnificent fabrics Apd^te 
which our ancestors devoted to the solemnization J^~^ 
of the rites of religion had been preserved, no one ^J^^ 
can for a moment doubt. Who, that has contem-twoof ^tc 
plated them with the feelings which such objects don mto 
are in every susceptible breast calculated to excite^ 
does not trace with regret the mouldering frag- | 
ments of edifices, the extent and the sublimity of 
which history might have delighted to record ? 
But we must not yield so far to these impressions, 
as to be averse to examine into the merit which be- 
longs to the very men by whom the buildings were 
overturned ; and we must not forget to take into 
view, that, without such a degree of enthusiasm as 
led to these excesses, the inestimable blessings rank- 
ing from the reformation, would, in all probability, 
not have been acquired. Had the people of Scot- 
land been indifferent about their religious opinions, 
or coldly attached to them, had they not been eleva- 
ted by that zeal which looked with abhorence on 
the pageantry of the ancient superstition, they would 
have shrunk from the formidable obstacles which 
they had to encounter, and they would havepurcha^ 
sed the ease and the security which ^11 men so dearly 
value, by conforming to the church, or by secretly 
cherishing their tenets, which would thus have 
quickly perished. And had the schemes of the re- 
gent been 8uccessfut*-*had the decaying foundation 
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CHAP of the church been strengthened or renewed, and 
_i^^ . h?id the formidable influence of France completed the 
^^^ subjection of Scotland — ^ages might have elapsed be- 
fore civil and religious liberty had been the inheri- 
tance of our country ; we might even now luLve^ 
with amazement or with envy, beheld amongst other 
nations the admirable form of government by which 
we are protected, and we might yet have been obliged 
to excite the spirit, the wanderings of which have 
been so keenly and so injudiciously reprobated. 

From the manner in which the reformation was 
accomplished in England, we cannot reason to what 
was requisite for the same end in Scotland. In the 
former country, it was the work of the governmextfi, 
The sentiments of the soverdgn, except during the 
short reign of Mary, led and formed the sentiments 
of the subjects ; and interest and honour were thus 
generally to be found within the pale of the protest* 
ant communion. There was consequently no room 
for that vehemence which impelled the Congrega-^ 
tion ; and similar devastations to those which they 
committed, by persons in the situation in which the 
members of the church of England were placed, 
could have been ascribed only to unprincipled re* 
bellion, or to the lawless violence of a savage and 
exasperated multitude. 

Before, then, Ejiox and his adherents be brand- 
ed as intemperate zealots, and be treated with the dis- 
dain which minds infinitely inferior to his have not 
scrupled to entertain and to express, let what has 
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been stated be maturely waghed; and while we read chap. 
the accounts which have been given, and those ->v— 
which must yet be recorded, of wasted churches 
and ruined monasteries, let us moderate our lamen- 
tation by reflecting, that this was a price, which, 
however high in the estimation of taste and senti* 
ment, we cannot scruple to have paid for those 
lights which the reformers had the intrepidity to 
assert, and which, through thdr perseverance, have 
continued to spread happiness and prosperity amongst 
Ae generations by which they have been succeeded. 
But while this apology is urged for Knox, it 
would be injurious to his reputation to conceal one 
most striking feature in that revolution, which, 
through his instrumentality, was effectuated. The 
r^ormation in Scotland was unstained by blood. 
The celebrated Leslie, bishop of Ross, a strenuous 
defender of the church, and consequently disposed 
to represent, in the least favouraUe light, the con- 
duct of the men who had united to overthrow it, 
even where his antipathy to Knox, whom he stig- 
r matizes as inclined to persecution, is not concealed—- 
after deploring the unhappy situation of the catho- 
lics, \pth much candour declares, that the humanity 
of the lords of the Congregation ought not to be 
passed over in silence : ^^ When in the plenitude 
of their power, they banished few on account of 
religion, doomed still fewer to imprisonment, and 
put none to death.*** 

* Leslie, de Rebus Gestis Scotonmij Lib. x. p. $%1. 
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He who has viewed, with heart-rending anguish^ 
r the sanguinary atrocities of modem times, and has 
mourned over the despotism that has long banish- 
ed the liberty, which the sanguine had fondly anti- 
cipated as a general blessing to Europe* should have 
learnt to reverence men who erected the standard of 
independence amidst the acclamations of a grateful 
people ; and ought rather to be amazed at the small 
degree of evil which arose from their efforts, than» 
invidiously and unfairly overlooking their manly 
struggle for freedom, to point to the calamities or 
to the desolation which they sometimes unhappily 
occasioned. 

The excesses at Perth and at Cupar, afforded a 
pretence for commencing a scheme of operations 
against the reformers, and became the signal d^ that 
civil war, the history of which is now to be de* 
tailed. 
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CHAPTER TENTH. 

JSelatfoe situation of parties. . . .Hostile measures taken bj/ 
the Regent. . • .She gains many qfthe Nobles. . • .Intends 
to take Perth. . . .Pacific efforts qfthe Congregation. . . • 
Negotiations. . . . TrefOy. . • .Incautious conduct qfthe Bt» 
gent. . . .Incident at Perth. . • .Inhabitants harassed... • 
The Prior qfSt Andrews and the Earl qfArgyU retire 
in disgust from Court. . . .They assemble forces. . . .Cause 
qfthe Befijrmation interwoven with that qfpoliticalfree* 
dom. . . Jinox.^. .Destruction qfthe Cathedral at St An* 
drexDS. . . . The Primate leaves the city. . . .Troops of the 
Congregation march to Cupar. . . Judicious disposition 
<fthe army.. ..Bqyalists wish to negotiate. . . .New treaty 
c* • .fSegent represents to the French court the ^tate-qf 
Scotland.... Consultations respecting it. ,. .Mission ^ 
Sir James Melvil. . . .His conversation with the Prior 
. .. « .Design qfhis embassy frustrated by the death qfthe 
French king. . . .Accession of Francis^ the husband of 
Maryy to the crown of France. ... .Hostility of the jBe- 
gent to the Congregation* 

Important as was the cause which the lords of chap.. 
the Congregation Jiad pledged themselves to sup- 1- ^ ,-/ 
port, they must have regarded with much appre- J^ 
hension the situation in which they were P^ced. Jj^J^ ^^ 
Although die multitudes who had embraced the re-P«t>«s. 
formed iaith had displayed the greatest ardour in de* 
fence of their principles, there was reason to dread 
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CHAP, that the continuance of hostilities, and the hardships 
-■^' i^fto which they must necessarily submit, would ex« 
^*^' faaust their patience, or extinguish that glow of he- 
roism which was essential to their success. 

The regent, on the other hand, although she had 
disgusted several of the most respectable of the 
nobles, and although her inconsistent and unjustifi- 
able conduct had, in a considerable degree, alienated 
the affections of her subjects, still possessed many 
advantages. She could, through the influence which 
her high station conferred, secure the avaricious or 
the needy, and she could, from directing the admi* 
nistration of government, act with prompitude and 
with energy. There were numbers, who, from prin- 
ciples of loyalty and of religion, were sincerely at- 
tached to their sovereign and to the church ; and 
she enjoyed the support of the court of France, 
which, guided by the counsels of her family, she 
was assured would use every effort for the extirpa* 
tion of heresy, and for accomplishing the scl^mes 
which had been formed for effectuating the subjuga* 
tion of Scotland. There was actually in that king- 
dom a French army, composed of troops devoted to 
thdr commanders, accustomed to the regularity and 
to the permanence of military discipline, familiari- 
zed with active service, and who, from all these 
causes, might naturally be expected to evince a de« 
cided superiority over forces hastily assembled. 

Dark, however, as the prospect in some parts 
certainly was^ the protestant lords did not^ and in* 
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4eed had no cause to resign themselves to iespak^ chap. 
Resolved to exert their talents, and to avail them- ^. ^ 



"V" 



selves of their resources, there were some circum* ^^^' 
dances in their favour the great importance of 
which they did not probably at first fiilly estimate, 
but which experience soon deeply impressed upon 
their minds. 

The human character, powerfully influenced by 
external situation, often assumes a new complexion 
when that situation has been completely and unex* 
pectedly changed. The reluctance with which the 
inhabitants of Scotland often obeyed the mandates 
of their sovereigns to engage in foreign hostilities, 
and the eagerness which they almost uniformly 
shewed to resume their usual occupations, when 
the limited period of service which they were 
bound to exhaust had come to an end, arose from 
the nature of the government, and from the condi* 
tion which that government assigned to them. 
They were led to juin the standard of the monarch 
by a sense of duty, often weak and unable to sus- 
pend the influence of family attachments, or by 
habit and respect to what time had .sanctioned ; 
but they had no feeling that they were them- 
selves deeply interested in the result of their exer- 
tions. In the numerous cases in which plunder 
could not be acquired, they regarded with indiflfer- 
ence, or with destestation, the wanton disputes of 
their princes, wJtucU could not be adjusted without 
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CHAP, the desoladon of die kingdom, and the shughter of 
^ ^ many of the most vigorous of its defenders. 

But whai the people ranked under the banners 
of the lords of die Congregation, they were in* 
fluenced by more elevated and energetic motives* 
The cause was no longer the cause of a soverdgn 
to whom they owed litde oUigation — ^whose tyranny 
had perhaps diminished or annihilated the dearest 
sources of their happiness; — ^it was then: own. 
They were obeying the dictates of their consciences 
and defending dte purity of thdr religion ; diey 
united under the conviction that they would be 
blessed with the peculbr protection of heaven ; they 
were animated by the rousing eloquence of teachers 
whom they revered, who they knew felt the most 
tender interest in their welfare, who would gladly 
share their misfortunes, and who were constandy 
inculcating, that, by steadiness and perseverance, 
they would ward off from themselves and from their 
families, the cruelty of the most savage and most 
unrelenting oppression, and would be instrumental 
in conveying to posterity the invaluable blessings 
which would result from the triumph of that faith 
which they had joined to establish. 

Political zeal, too, was soon to mii^le with their 
devotion. It was impossible for them long to oppose 
a government which scarcely recognized the rights 
of the great body of the people, without feeling 
that they were men, without beholding the annihi* 
latiicm of that charm which had cast sanctity over 
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the sceptre of the opfnressor, and vithout imbilnng chap* 
that love of independencey diat consdousnes of self- -_ ^ __f 
importaoce, that magnanimity and that generosity ^^^ 
of sentimem, for which we look in vain under the 
blasting influence of despodcal power. 

This interesting revolution in the views and ob- 
jects of the reformers will become conspicuous in 
the progress of thdr history ; but its operation had 
ccnmnenced even at the formation of the Congrega* 
don, and the effect of it was increased by their 
prudence and moderation, from which alone the 
happiest consequences might have been anticipated. 
Trusting in their str e ngth, they lost not a moment 
in preparing for the most determmed resistance; 
while, sensible of then* weakness, they were ready 
to listen to the voice of negotiation, and would, at 
this period, have preferred gaining theur privileges 
by treaty to extorting than by the sword. 

The events which had taken place at Perth and Hostile 
at Cupar deeply agitated the regent In the im-titoiby 
petuosity of her passion, she extinguished the cau« * ^'^^ 
tion which, upon such a critical emergency, should 
have regulated her declarations ; and she swore that 
the atrocities by which her administratioii had been 
insulted and set at defiance, should be expiated by 
the destruction of the town of Perth, and by the 
blood of Its inhabitants. She instantly summoned the 
Duke of Hamilton or Chatelherauit, and the Earls 
of Athoi and Argyll, to attend her with their nume- 
rous followers, and, impelled by D'Osd, who was 
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CHAP, eager to foment disturbances^ and by the clergy, 
/who trembled for their existence, she expressly ac- 



^^^* cused the protestants of rebellion* S3ie lameated tbe 
demolition of the noble buildings which had been 
sacrificed to the infuriate zeal of the multitude ; be- 
wailing, with peculiar expressions of regret, the ruin 
of the Carthusian monastery, an edifice which she 
represented as entitled to the reverence of aU who 
had not renounced allegiance tp their sovai^eigii, 
from its containing the ash^s of James L, one of 
the most amiable and beneficent of the Scotish rm>- 
narchs. 
She gains These representations md appeals to the feeMng^s 
£c wiMes. of her subjects, were not made in vain, for mssKf 
of the nobility readily assembled to chastise or to 
extirpate what they believed to be disaffection. 
The Duke of Hamilton, urged by the primate, gave 
his decided and weighty support ; so that, joining to 
the native troops the French forces, in which she 
placed the greatest reliance, she soon found herself 
at the head of an army sufficient, in her estimation, 
Intends to to humble or to subdue his. enemies.* Her design 
was to take the town of Perth by surprise, and thus 
to crush in the bud what could not, without innu- 
merable calamities, be permitted to reach to matu- 
rity. From the difficulty, however, which she ex- 
perienced in transporting the heavy artillery, she 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 129. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 3t4. Spotdswoode, 
Book iii. p. 191. Calderwood's History of the Church of Scotland, 
' p. 7, 8. Wodrow; as last quoted. 



take Perth. 
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did not act with the requisite celerity ; and it was chap. 
the eighteenth of May before she appeared in the^- ^ ^ 
immediate vicinity of the town,* ^^^' 

The preparations of the regent, although they 
might have been foreseen, were not expected by the 
Ck>ngr^ti<MU They imagined that their disavowal 
of the outrages, which had occasioned these prepa- 
rations, would have prevented any imputation of 
criminsdity ; and so confident were they in this opi> 
nion, that most of them, immediately after the po- 
pular tumults, left Perth.f Knox, however, had ' 
remained, to impart, a$ he himself tells us, the re- 
ligious instrucdon which the inhabitants were desi- 
rous to receive j perhaps also to watch the progress 
of €ve9ts, and to sound the alarm if he apprehend- ' 
ed the approach of danger.^ 

When the protestant leaders were fully assured 
that the regent had marched against them, they lost 
no time in taking proper measures of defence. They 
di^atched faithful messengers to different parts of 
th<e country to alarm thdr brethren, and they ear- 
nestly implored that all who entertained the same 
sentiments with themselves, would hasten to their 
a^^tance, and not desert them when every thing 
wfajph they most valued was at stake.§ This ap* 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvL p. 314. 

t Knox and Spottiswoode, as last qaoted. See also Keith, B. i. 
ch. 8. 

i Knox, B. ii. p. 128. 

§ Buchanan, Lib. xvL p. 314. Knox, B. ii. p. 134. Spottiswoode, 
B. iil p. 1S9. Calderwood, p. a Keith, B. i. ch. 8. . 

8 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



15^. 



94 HISrOEY OF Tfi£ KEFOKMATIO^ 

CHAP, peal produced all the effect which could have been 
» expected from it. They were instantly joined by 
many from die counties adjacent to Perth, the place 
i^ch they had judiciously chosen as the centre of 
their operations, and they saw their numbers daily 
augmented by reinforcements from a greater dis^ 
tance.* 
Padffc \ But while they thus attempted to secure them- 
^^^^ selves against die violence with which they were 
8**^*^ threatened, they resolved that nothing on their part 
should be wanting to avert the horrors of war, and 
|that ignorance of the motives by which they were 
I actuated should not be used as a pretext for having 
Mvy n. declared against them. They addressed a letter to 
the regent, written in a manner which shewed the 
sense entertained of the righteousness of thdr cause, 
but which certainly might have turned aside from 
them the accusation of enmity to their sovereign. 
It contains declarations of loyalty, evidently not 
used to decdve, but proceeding fix>m the heart. 
After calling to her recollection the zeal and fide« 
lity with which they had formerly served her, they 
professed that they would feel the deepest sorrow in 
being compelled to take the sword of just defence 
against all who persecuted them for the sake o& re- 
ligion, and who endeavoured to put restraint upon 
thdr consciences, which, they maintained, ought not 
to be shackled by human authority. They inform* 
cd her, that if they should be constrained to take 

* Knex» Spotti8woode» and Keith, as last quoted. 
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amui, they would endeavour to show thdr mnocence char 
to their queen and her husband, and to all Christian < — .r^^ 
princes; solemnly averring, that nothing but the ^^^' 
dread of destruction had forced them to assemble in 
a hostile manner ; and that, if they were secured in 
liberty of conscience,, they should yield the most du- 
tiful and loyal obedience to the laws of their coun- 
try, and the commands of their sovereign. They re* 
presented^to her how inconsistent it was with sound 
policy, to irritate so large a part of the community 
as was known to have embraced the reformation ; 
cautioned her against being swayed by the interest* 
ed and narrow counsels of churchmen } and con« 
duded by imploring that she would suspend all 
measures of violence, at least till they had received 
from the qiieen and the dauphin an answer to the 
representation which they intended to transmit to 
them. This letter, signed by the fauthfui Congre- 
gation of Jesus Christ, was dated at Perth^ the 
twenty-second of May. 

They at the same time, wrote to D'Osell, the 
French general, whpse influence over the regent 
was very great> requesting him to restrain her 
anger, and pointing out to him that he would vio- 
late his duty to his master, if, in the cause of the 
priesdiood^ he persecuted and drove into rebellion 
the unhappy persons against whom these corrupt 
men had (Urected their resentment. They also sent 
warnings of a similar nature to the most eminent 
officers of the French army.* 

* Knox, a 11. p. 1^. Keith, B. i. ch. 8. WoJrow's. M93. VoL 
VI. p. 77. 
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While they ^splayed so much solicitude to con- 
vince the regent and D'Osell, they were not with-^ 
out hope of making a favourable impression upon the 
nobility who had joined the royal standard, of dissipa** 
ting their prejudices, and prevailing on them, if not 
^o support, at least not to oppose the claims of the 
protestants. They directed to them a general letter^ 
written with much care and with much ability, em- 
ploying arguments adapted to the different classes 
into which, with respect to religion and government, 
the nobles were divided* To those of them who 
were really hostile to the Congregation, and who re- 
garded the members of it as contaminated by heresy 
and stained by the guilt of sedition, they pleaded- 
with energy the justice of their cause, and insisted 
upon the harshness and iniquity of refusing to them, 
what they had so long and so earnestly requested, an 
opportunity of making their own defence, and of con* 
futing by the word of God the doctrines which they 
opposed. With great force and ingenuity, they 
stated, that the mere circumstance of their dissent* 
ing from the established faith should not be consi- 
dered as a crime; that our Saviour, and the first 
teachers of Christianity, had been compelled to op- 
pose the reigning superstitions, and by doing so, 
had imparted to mankind the blessings of pure re- 
ligion ; that antiquity is not the infallible criterion 
of truth, and that by a very different standard what 
is true ought to be ascertained. They applied to the 
popish system the maxim of Scripture, that the tree 



Digitiz-ed by VjOOQIC 



IN SCOTLAND. 97 

k kaovm by its fruits, and expatiadog, as they 
were always disposed to do, upon the immorality 
and the profaneness of the priesthood, they asserted 
that this immorality and this profaneness, all who 
upheld the established religion encouraged or sane* 
tioned. They proceeded to investigate the force 
of an argument which many had urged, that it was 
a general duty to obey die supreme authority of the 
state. In furnishing an answer to this principle^ 
they avowed and inculcated the most rational and 
most exalted maxims of political liberty. They 
readily admitted that the institution of government 
was the appointment of Heaven, and the result of 
the nature and the drcumstances of man; they ad- 
mitted, that obedience to a government calculated 
to answer the great designs of its institution, was in^ 
cumbent upcm all who sought or who enjoyed its 
protection ; but they made an interesting distinction 
between government in general, and the corrupt 
persons or magistrates by whom it might be un- 
happily administered. ^^ Is the corruption of per- 
sons," they indignantly ask, ^^ to be followed, be- 
cause they are clothed with the name of authority ? 
Not so { the vengeance taken by God himself upon 
wicked kings shows the contrary/* They conclu- 
ded this part of the letter by urging t^ose for whom 
it was more immediately intended, to practise mo- 
deration; repeatmg to them that the authority 
under which they acted could not justify them in 
doing what was wrong. 

vox-. II. G 



15ML 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1559. 



98 HISTORY OF THE KEFORMATION 

To those of the nobles, who, although they had 
, united with the regent, were secretly attached to 
them, the protestants intimated, that unless they 
now openly testified that attachment, they would 
be detested as apostates, and would be deprived of 
all share of the glory which God would give to his 
church.* 

This important memorial, clothed in the boldest 
style, and replete with general truths, to which 
men, except when sunk in savage ignorance, or in 
the apathy of long-continued despotism, can never 
listen with indifference, produced a marked eflFeitt 
upon the sentiments of the public. Many who had 
before keenly engaged in opposing the Congrega- 
tion, began to question the justice or the propriety 
of harassing men, who sought only that freedom of 
opinion which the most intolerant persecutors arro- 
gantly claim for themselves ; and the result of the 
discussions upon the subject was so much in fevour 
of the protestants, that the clergy conceived it ne- 
cessary to stop the circulation of the memorial, and 
to have recourse to every artifice which could sti- 
mulate decaying antipathy against those by whom 
it had been composed.t 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 131-133. The address to the nobility is given 
there at full length, and there is a summary of it in Calderwood's - 
History, p. 8. Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. 77, and Appendix, No 18. 

t Knox, B. ii. p. 133. Leslie, de Rebus Gestis Scotoiiim, Lib. x. 
p. 506. This author, though devoted to the church, admits the fact, 
that the writings of the reformers made a deep impression in their fa- 
vour. He saysy ** hsec cum acta fuerunt> ipsi auctores ad fraudjsm 
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The proffssorsy as the protestants were at that chap. 
thne verj conraionly denominated, did not tamdy ^— ■■■v - - 
contenifiate this unfair and ungenerous activity. 
They sent an admonition to the clergy, whopi, ^di 
a bitterness, which, though inconsi^ent with the 
mild spirit of Christiwnty, the provocation not un- 
naturally created, they styled the generation of An- 
tichrist, threatening them with the most exemplary 
punishment, and with being treated as murderers, 
and as the enemies of God and of man, if they did 
not exert tbemselyes rather ^o diminish than to in- 
flame the enipity which ha<) beei^ avowed towards 
the Congregation, They co^uded with these 
emphadcal words, the full im|>ort of which would 
probably with some cpi^temation be discerned, 
« fake this for gdver^sement^ and be not de(;ave4/'* 
. But 5)rtiateyer impresaon wfis ma4e yppn her 
subjects, the resolu^ns of the regent remained un» 
changed. She recdved the letter of the Congrega- 
tion ; but in the temper in which she then was, and 
surrounded not only by the emissaries of France, 
but by the dignitaries of the church, who shrunk 
with horror from any indulgence to their consden- 
tipus, or, ^s tliey regarded them, delu4e4 and imr 
pious countrymen, it did not midgate her indigna- 

ac dolum tanquam a natura facti, literig exquidto quodam artificio 
^iiayiter intextis, multos nobiles jam absentes in sui studium pertra- 
huDt, ac id eo iacilius, quod pnedaro ti(ulo se ecdetiac reformatorest 
(>innibu8 veoditariat" 
* Knox, p. 134. Keith, B. i. ch. 8. YTodro^r, Vol VI. p, 77, 7% 
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CHAP, don, or bcline her to the huinalie and enlarged 
%.-iiv-— >poKey which she ought to have adopted,* 

^"^' She did not, howevier, overlook the intrepidity 
N^otia. atnd the determmation of her enemies ; and before 
**°^ she committed to the hazard of a battle, the stabi^ 
Kty of hier government and the existence of the 
church, she was anxious to addcfrtaih what couM be 
effected by negotiation. ■ She had in he^ army the 
Lord James, prior of St Andrews, and the Earl of 
Argyll, the son of that nobleman whom the pri*' 
mate had in vain attempted -to alienate from the 
protestants. These ilki^tribus persons had umform* 
ly shown much partially to the Congregation. Hie 
pridr, from haVing, as it was alleged, been rfefdsed 
thetearldom of Murray, i^hidi he had-^Bcitfed-from 
£he regent, 'became disgusted, and ihdlihed to giVb 
his countenance to those who embsufassed her go- 
vernment } while Argyl was naturaHy disposed to 
fevour a cause which his lather, towards the conclu* 
sion of life, had so zealously suppk)rted.t They 
continued, however, with the regent, probably from 
the hope bf partly Influencing her counsels,^and coun- 
teracting the violence of D'Osell and the prelates. 
Their general views pointed them out as the most 

^ Leslie, lib. x. p. 508. 

t Leslie^ Lib. x. p« 497. Vita Manse Stuartae^ Georgb Cunaeo 
Scriptore, apud Jebb. Vol. IL p. 17. Innocence de la Reine d'Ecosse, 
^ flptid Jebb, Vol, I. p. 4i5. That the pridr might have met with tbia 
reftisal, is not improbable ; but it is to be recdlected that much allow- 
ance must be made with respect to the assertion, that thm was the 
motive of his conduct The writers qtioted were not partial to him. 
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acceptable messeAgers whom she could send to the chap 
lonls.* She accordiagly employed them to open a -_ ,,■ 
coBununication with the forces assembled at Perth ; ^ 
and upon their arrival in the town, they inquired 24^25. 
for what purpose the Congregaticm had collected 
an army, and whether they meant to keep posses- 
sion of the place in opposition to the regent. The 
lords, without hesitation, rq>lied, that they had 
come together to defend their friends and to save 
the town, and that if the regent would cease from 
harassing the professors of the true religiom and 
would suffer the inefbrmaticm which had been begun 
at Perth to proceed, they should, in all other things 
become obedient to her commands.! 

The prior and Argyll, diq>06ed to judge favour* 
ably of the protestants^ were thoroughly convinced 
that the regent had mistaken, or had wilfully mis* 
represented their intentions ; and, at the earnest re- 
quest of the lords, they promised to intercede for 
them, and to place their conduct in the I^ht in 
which it ouglit to be regarded. Before the ambas- 
sadors departed, Knox, with his usual energy, be- 
sought them to inform the regent, that they whom 
she persecuted were the servants of God, and faith- 

* Buchanan^ Lib. xvl p. 314. Knox, & iL p. 1S5. Calderwood, 
p. 7 and S. . 

t KiMO, B. ii. p, 135. Keith, B. L clu 8. Spottiivoode, K uu 
p* 132. This writer represents the negotiation as not oomnendng 
till after the junction of GJencaim, which is pkinly erroneous, and 
Bishop Burnet, in his short account of it, has fallen into the same 
e, \oL II. p. ilO. 
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CHAP, ful subjects to the authority of the^ re^m ; and he 
^■■■■v -^repeated what be had often declared, turbat bis pe-* 
netration enabled him to discern, but what he per^ 
haps was not unwilling to consider as an imimatioii 
of" the spirit, that she would not ultimately be suc« 
cessfuK* 

The friendly offi<:e$ of mediators so powerful 
did not produce any favourable eflfect. The regent 
was exasperated at the obstinacy of the Congrega^ 
tion, and she^ in a few days, sent a heraid to order 
M«j 28th. all who were not inhabitants to leave Perth, under 
pain of being held gtiilty of high treason-f She 
was soon, however, induced to assume a more mo« 
derate tone. The Earl of Glencaim had received 
the intimation which the lords addressed to their, 
most faithful friends. Removed at a great distance 
from Perth, and prevented firomr proceeding by the 
usual roads, which the regent's army had shut, he 
was not discouraged. Having* collected a force of 
thirteen hundred infantry and twelve hundred caval*- 
ry, he marched night and day through the most 
nigged passes ; and having with much skill avoid- 
ed the queen's troops, he joined the Congregation4 
The regent had received notice of his approach 
before it was known to his own party ; and she 

* Knoi, as last quoted A fuH aecount of tb« negotiatifm is given 
by VtTodrow, Vol. VI. pr 79, 80. 

t Knox, p. ISO. Cftlderwood, p. 9. Keith, p. Sa 
X Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. S14. Knox, B. ii. p. 136. Spottiswoode^ 
B. iji. p. 18S. Keith, B. i. ch. viii. Calderwood, p. 9. Burnet, Vol. IL 
Heylin's History oi the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 157. 
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eagerly pressed for an accommodadon, which she chap. 
knew would be much more advantageous to her, i^^^^ 
than any which she could expect after her enemies 
had received so great ^ reinforcement. She did 
Diot, however, succeed ; and she found that she had 
to contend with seven thousand men, actuated by an 
enthusiasm, the operation of which might render 
their attack irresistible. Although, therefore, she 
had, in addition to her French auxiliaries, an army 
nearly as numerous as that of the protestants, she 
felt much reluctance to engage ; which probably was 
strengthened by her apprehension, that, if she re* 
jected the moderate terms which would still be oflFer- 
ed, she might be deserted by the prior and Argyll. 
These noblemen earnestly requested the Congrega^TieMj. 
tion to enter into a treaty, aad having procured their '^ 
consent it was agreed, ^^ that both the armies should 
be disbanded and the town left open to the queen* 
regent ; that none of the inhabitants should be mo- 
lested on account of the late alteration in religion ; 
that no Frenchman should enter the town, or come 
within three miles of it ; that when the queen retired 
from it, she should not leave a French garrison ; and 
that all controversies should be reserved till the meet- 
ing of parliament."* This treaty was concluded on 
the twenty»ninth of May, the very day after all agree* 
ment appeared hopeless ; a sufficient proof of the 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvL p. 314. Knox, B. ii. p. 137. Spottiswoode, 
B. ill. p. 1S9. C^Iderwood, p. 9. Pitscottie, p. 304. Buraet, Vol. II. 
p. 410. Collier, Vol. II. p. 456. Wodrow, Vol, VI. p. 81. 
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CHAT, important service which Glencaim had, in the esd- 
%— y— ^mation of the' regent, rendered to his friends. 
id<^hL But although hostilities, which so lately ai^eared 
^^^^ unavoidable, were thus for a season suspended, the 
agreement was not universally acceptable to die 
protestants. Some of them distrusted the queen's sin* 
cerity, apprdiending that she had been induced to ne* 
gotiate merdy to procure the dispersion of an army 
which she dreaded, and that, when this point was 
gained, and the Congregation weakened, she would 
without hesitation violate the conditions, and pnv 
ceed against them with unmitigated severity.* The 
policy of the lords in entering into the treaty was 
indeed very doubtful. Their desire of peace was 
in die highest degree praise-worthy, but they should 
have most seriously and, ddibentely considered, 
whether peace was by this measure likely to be se* 
cured. Had they followed then* own sentiments, 
they would probably have engaged the army which 
was opposed to them, acting upon what was abun- 
dandy obvious, that although the disbanding of 
their troops was of much ccxisequence to die re« 
gent, diey could derive little advantage from the 
dispersion of hers, because these could be speedily 
and with ease re^assembled. But they surrendered 
thdr own sound opinion to the representations ci 
the prior and Ai^ll, whom they w^re most un- 
willing to oflFend ; and having done so, they deter- 
mined faithfully to adhere to what had been stipu- 

* Knox, p. 137. Calderwood, p. 9. 
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lated. Aware, however, of riieir danger, and of chap, 
the absolute necessity of watching with nnceaangi— ,y^-# 
yigilance the measures of their enemies, they, on ^^^* 
the last day of May, subscribed^ with the concur- 
rence of these noblemen, a new bond, by which it 
was agreed, ^^ that the Congregation of die west, in 
conjunction with the Congregations of fife, Perdi, 
Dundee, Montrose, Angus, and Meams, would 
unite to support whatevtf was calculated to pn>« 
mote the purity of religion; that in case any trouble 
was intended against the said Congregation, or any 
part or member thereof, they would all concur, as- 
sist, and convene for the defence of the same Con- 
gregation, or of the person troubled, and that they 
would not spare labours, goods, substance, bodies 
and lives, in maintaining the liberty of the whole 
Congregation, and every member thereof, against 
any power intending the said trouble for cause of 
religion, or any other cause depending thereupon* 
although coloured with any other outward pre- 
tence."— -This singular deed was, in consequence of 
the app<Hntment of the whole Congregation, signed 
by Argyll, James Stewart, Glencaim, Robert Lord 
Boyd, Ochiltree and Matthew Campbell.* It is 
impossible to peruse it without discerning, that it 
indicates a jealousy of the civil power, a distrust 
and a spirit of opposition totally inconsistent with 
permanent tranquillity. The combustible materials, 
far from being anmhilated, ware more closely press- 

* Knox, p. 138. Keith, B. L ch. viiu p. 89, 
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ed together^ and the sKgfatest spark vras suflideiit 
to occasion a dreadful ezplottoiL 

The regent was now placed in a most delicate 
and trying sttoation. She had succeeded in prevent* 
ing the effusion of blood, but this was only one step, 
and a very short one, towards the restoration of 
unanimity and peace» The agitated state of the 
public mind should have led her to act with caution ; 
and the conduct which it was wise to observe, might 
have been apparent to an understanding of a much' 
lower order than hers. Supported by the clergy, the 
Duke of Hamilton, and many of the most powerful 
of the inferior nobility, and possessing solemn assur- 
ances from the prior and Argyll, that, if she fulfilled 
the convention with the reformers, she might de- 
pend upon their cordial attachmait and assistance, 
die should, with the most scrupulous exactness, have 
complied with all which it required ; or even have 
granted a degree of indulgence beyond thatwhich she 
had promised. By acting in this manner, although 
she might not have prevented tumult, or destroyed 
the tendency to resist her administration, she would 
have enjoyed the popularity and the respect which 
unspotted integrity, combined with the most enga* 
ging condescension, would have very extensively 
created ; and shewould, in all probability, soon have 
been protected by a mass of strength, against which 
the irresolute endeavours of her enemies, stigma- 
tized as they would have been with the guilt of ag- 
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gression or rebellion^ would, at least during her re> 
gency, have contended m vain. 

The unhappy consequences to be dreaded from ^^ 
following an opposite course were equally conspi- 
cuous. The least reflection might have convinced 
her, that, by despising or violating the treaty, she 
would afford not cmly a pretext, but a justification 
for renouncing allegiance to her, and that she would 
infallibly alienate the prior, whose partiality to the 
reformation had not escaped her notice ; while she 
would supply the preachers with topics admirably 
adapted to inflame the people, and to deepen the 
impressions of that sanctity with which they strove 
to invest the cause for which they had combined* 
In the political, however, as in the natural world, 
there are phenomena for which a rationa! or a sa- 
tisfactory explanation must often be soilght in vain. 
The human mind, it is true, is uniformly influenced 
by motives, but the effect of these motives is so mo- 
dified by a number of circumstances which elude 
observation, that speculation upon their effect must 
often be erroneous. Passion, unaccountable asso* 
ciations, antipathy, caprice-— all occasionally guide 
to actions upon which the agents afterwards reflect 
with amazement ; and this &ct, Sp frequently illus- 
trated, and so firmly established by experience, ex- 
poses the fallacy of that philosophical precision, with 
which historians often develope or assign causes, 
which most probably never existed but in their own 
creative imaginations. 
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CHAP l^e I'egent, \vith ail her peoetration, and with the 
?' . many virtues and amiable feelings of which she was 
ifiM>« undoubtedly possessed^ unfortunately chose to dothat 
which every principle of honour, of wisdom, and of 
regard to her own happiness and the happiness of 
the kingdom, distinctly called on her to avoid. She 
not only seemed careless about preventing resists 
ance, but even detenniaed that they whom she de^ 
luded should, with evcsry advantage, resist. Whe* 
ther she was guided by the suggestions of her own 
mind, or yielded herself to the bliqd and impetu- 
ous advice of those who, in their eagerness to pro- 
mote their own interest, looked with indifference 
upon the sufferings of their country, the conse* 
quences were equally dej^orable, and the impres-> 
skm against her equ;dly unfavourable. 

On the thirtieth of May, soon after the Con- 
gregation had withdrawn their forces, she entered 
Perth.* She was accompanied by the dyke, by 



*Kotbiog ctn be more perplexing than the chronological lose- 
cciFacy of the writerg who huve detailed the history of this period. 
It appears certain that the treaty was concluded on the 29th of May ; 
it is agreed on all hands, that the Congregation left Perch on the (by 
after, on the SOth» althongjh Knox, with his usual carelessness in this 
jeqiect, calls it the S9th, and that the queen, in the afternoon of the 
same day, entered the town* All this is sufficiently distinct ; but im- 
mediately after this we are told, that the new bond of association was 
dated at Perth the but day of May, and this date is inserted in the 
deed itself. Knox and Keith leave the reader to explain, as he best 
can, how men who left Perth on the SOth could subscribe a deed at 
that pkce on the 81st. I suppose that a resotiition to form the deed 
was adopted on the SOth, that a commission was then given to the 
noblemedi who, though attached to the protestants, were, from their 

9 
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D'Ofiely and, in iminediate'ind direct infringement chap. 
of the conir«ntian, by a guard of French soldiers* « ^*.^: 
On this occasion an incident iock place which shock- ^J^^^- 

*^ May. 

ed all who had not sacrificed humanity to the hitter iQod»t at 
ssea! of party. The Frenchmen, who celebrated, by 
a discharge of fire-arms, the entrance of (he regent, 
directed their pieces against the house of Patrick 
Murray, one of the citizens who had been most - 
active in promoting the reformation ; alarmed those 
of his family who had assembled to witness the 
procession ; and actually killed his son, a young 
man who had attained that period of life, at which 
his loss most powerfiiUy agonized the feelings of 
his a£Bicted parent. The dead body was mstsmtly 
carried into the Yiew of the queen ; andau oppor^ 
tunity was thus afforded to her of expressing her 
detestation of such an enormity, and of counteract* 
ing the effect of it, by sympathizmg with the an* 
guish which it had occasioned. With an indiiSeiience, 
however, at all times disgusting, and most incon- 
sistent with the gentlwess and compassion of the 
female sex, and with that tenderness to human suf- 

connexion with the court| or in ooosequence of the treaty, to remain 
with the regent, to subscribe the deed; and that accordingly, in com- 
plianoe with the wishes of the Congr^ation, they wrote the bond in 
name of the whole, and subscribed it on the Slst Hence the bond 
is expressed as the att of the whole Congrc^ti<Mi would have been» 
although it was in .truth the act of persona deputed and aotborized 
by them. Wodrow, in his MS. life of Knox, without stating that there 
is any difficulty, affirms that the Congregation did not leave Perth till 
the first of June, and that the regent entered it on the afternoon of 
the same day. This is in direct opposition to the other accounts^ 
and seems to have been written without consideratiom 
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fering, which, before these unhappy troubles, she 
^had uniformly manifested, she coolly contemplated 
the melancholy spectacle, insultingly remarking, that 
the acddent was to be lamented only because it had 
happened to the son instead of the C&ther.'* This 
unguarded dispby of antipathy too plainly indicat* 
iniiftViftMits ed what was to follow. She outraged the feelings 
and the sentiments of the inhabitants, and e^cercised 
the utmost severity against all who had embraced^ 
or whom she suspected to be disposed to embrace 
the protestant faith ; while her attendants, in the 
most open and oflFensive manner, celebrated the 
rites which they who witnessed the celebration held 
in abhorrence. The houses were filled with French 
soldiers, whose licentiousness and rapacity were 
rather encouraged thsm restrained ; and the magis^ 
trates were divested of their authority, that it might 
be aitrusted to a man who had rendered himself 
peculiarly odious to the Congregation. The people 
beheld these unwarrantable proceedings >vith dis« 
gust and indignation. Many of them abandoned 
their habitations, and, with their families, sdidted 
the hospitality or the. protection of those friends 
who were removed at a distance from such galling 
oppression.1 

^ Buch. Lib. xvi. p. 314. Knox, B. ii. p. 189. Spottiswoode, p. 129. 
Keith, B. i. ch. viii. p. 90. Wodrow. VoL VI. p. 88, 83. 

t Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 314. Knox^ B. ii p. 189. Spottiswoode, 
B.iii. p. 123. Calderwood,p.9. Liodtay of Pitsoottte, p. 204. Keith, 
B, i. ch. viii. p 90. The account of these protestant writers is cor- 
finned by the short, and evidently reluctant^ teitimony of LesKq. 
Lib. X. p. 506. ^ 
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When the regent wds about to return to Sdrling, chap. 
she placed in the town of Perth a garrwon in the >_ ^_ 
pay of France, although not actually composed of ^^^ 
Frenchmen ; and when some of the most prudent 
and moderate of her counsellors remonstrated against 
such a breach of her engagements, she did not hesi- 
tate to reply that she was not bound to keep fiuth 
with heretics, and that at sdl events, when she com- 
plied with the letter of the treaty, in not leaving na- 
tives of France, she had prevented any just ground 
of dissatis&ction and reproach.* 

In this choice of a garrison, she was undoubted- 
ly influenced by her great anxiety to secure the 
complete and permanent possession of Perth, which, 
from its local situation, from the fortifications by 
which it was strengthened, and from the hostile 
disposition of the surrounding country, it was of 
much importance to her to retain. But she soon 
found that the violation of the treaty, while it did 
not accomplish her object, was more fatal to her 
interest than even the immediate loss of Perth would 
have been ; for she thus lost that confidence of her 
people, without which no sovereign can be happy ; 
she daily sunk in their estimation ; and was, from 
this period, much more widely regarded with suspi* 
don and abhorrence.t 

* Knox, Bacbanan, as last quoted. Bornety Vol. If. p. 4ia 
*)* Buchanan, Lib. xvL p. S15. Spottlswoode, B. iii. p. 123. Keith, 
B* i. ch. 8. This writer does not seem at all pleased with Buchanan's 
remark upon the regent's conduct, and takes occasion, as he is very 
fond of doing, of glancing at the Congregation, Nole to p. 90. 
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CHAP. The pdor and the Earl iif Aigyft »wwe« vhooted 
_ ^' . at the cruelty, and offended at tte injustice rfiewa 
The*ri« to those whom they had pledged their hcmour to 
andth& DTotect ; «nd who had. chiefly in ooftseeoenee 0f 

Earl of *^ ' • . 1 i_ 

AigyUrc. theirBoKcitatKmsy exposed than8el^^>«» me tyranny 
^"L^ of tte regents Ckinaderii^ all repr^entadoit as 
/dsdessy or exporiefidng the umtitity of it, 'they^ in 
conformity with die pledge given to the Congrega- 
tion, withdrew to St Andrews, carrieti widi them 
69Mral nobkmeii who entertained the same sen- 
timents, and bound themselves^ anew to promote tfie 
dttt^ns of the protestants, and to qipose the p^mf- 
cbus policy which the regent had been^mduced-to 
.fallow.* 
. The secession <^ these men, whose talents aild 
inflMBoe she justly dreaded, filled the'regent with 
sqppnhension or cfismay. Hoping, however, by vi« 
gtmms prooedure, to intimidate them, she instantly 
issued a peremptory requi^on that they sfaouM 
return to ^ourti They were not thus to be shaken. 
Tfaey^repiied^ reprobating her conduct, aud dedau 
ring that they could not, without acting contrary to 
their consciences, ^ve to her the support, which 
their continwig with her could not M, in the <^ti- 
maiion of those who had been oppressed, to afford. 

* Knox, p. 139. Buchanan, p. 814, mentiont, thatihe prior and 
Argyll, iiamediately after the conventionat Perth, went to St Andrews, 
that they might enjoy the relazatioa which their late exertions ren- 
dered deeirable. If this was the case, they were decided in their 
resolution to abandon the royal cause, not by what they saw, bnt by 
the Intelligence which they received from P^th« 
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Atnre that this reply would expose them to her re- chap. 
seDtment, and regretting that they h^ been in-i^r^ .^ 
strumental in wresting from the protectant lords the june"^^. 
advantages, which, before the treaty of Perth, these 
hnids possessed, they resolved to make every com- 
pe|isati<m, by evincing the sincerity of their attach* 
ment to the Congregation, and their desire to place 
it in the formidable attitude which it had so lately 
assumed. They accordingly requested the most^woiibk 
zealous and powerful protectants of the neighbour- 
ing counties to meet them at St Andrews, that they June 4di» 
might proceed together in the great work of refor- 
mation ; and to secure compliance with the request, 
they stated that the regent, with her French troops, 
was at Falkland ; that she was threatening St An- 
drews and Cupar; and that unless they speedily 
assend>led to concert measures of defence or of 
resistance, all the churches in Fife would be over- 
turned*'* 

With the wish which the prior and Argyll cer- 
tainly entertained for the establishment of the re- 
formed religion, there was mingled the ardent love 
of national independence. From the confidence 
\«4uch the regait manifestly reposed in the French 
army, and from the facility with which she resigned 
herself to French counsels, they apprehended that 
she was anxious to betray their country ; and it 



* Buchanan^ Lib. xvi. p. 315, compared with Knox, p. 140. Spot- 
tiswoode, p. 193. Lindsay of Pitscottie, p. 204. Leslie, p. 507, 
Keith, p. 90. 

VOL. II. H 
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CHAP, cannot admit of a doubt, that, in proceeding irilb 
I,. J ,^>so much violence, she had in view not merely to 
exterminate the Congregation, and to defend the 
church, but to realize those preposterous plans re* 
specting Scotland, which had dazzled and mided 
the family of Guise, and which they had imfortii« 
nately induced thar own soverd^ to approve and 
to promote. 
Cause of Even from this earlv period, then, the interest of 
m^tiouin. the reformation was avowedly interwoven with die 
J^XS preservation or the acquisition of political liberty-; 
XtJ^^ and we shall soon perceive the effect of this uoifQft 
in the language of the most eminent of the preach? 
•rs, and in the tone which they gave to the senti- 
ments of those whom they could influence or direct. 
The new advocates for the cause of the Congre* 
gation were soon joined by those of its on^nal 
friends whom they had called to their assistance. 
Knox. Amongst these was Knox, who saw, in this acces- 
sbn to bis party, the foundation of future triumph.* 
During his residaice in Fife, he acted a most tm* 
portant part ; his manly and in^ressiv« eloquence 
waSy upon all interesting occasions, em^yed to 
guide the people, and produced consequences, the 
traces of which can still be distinctly perceived. 

It has been already mentbned, that, in the first 
excesses of the muhitude at P«^h, the leaders and 
the preachers of the Congregation had no share. 



* Knox, p. 140. Keith, p. 90. 
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These were occasioned by an incident which could chap. 
not hare been foreseen, and were truly the result ^— ^.-^ 
rf an ebuHition cf popular fury. The deceitful con- ^^^' 
duct of the regeM now produced a change, at least 
tn the professed sentiments of the most exalted of 
her op[^on^nt2s. They considered themselves as in 
t state of actual war, and they were convinced that 
the destruction of the church was necessary for ac- 
complishing their designs. Fully sensible of the 
importance of preserving the fervour of the people, 
and believing that this fervour would yield to the 
diotaltes of prudence or of interest, if not gratifi^ 
by what was akulated to inflame it, they adopted 
ttoe resdlutidn df everywhere demolishing the mono- 
inentB o^ idolatry. In this they were confirmed, 
when £hey rieftected upon the influence of magnifi- 
t^ee and splendour in captivating the senses, and 
tfcnmgh tli^m^ misleading or fettering the under- 
standing ; justly dreading, that from this cause the 
decorations of papal worship might again delight the 
amltitude, toad usurp over them that dominion which 
didy had Icng possessed. Knox directed his efforts to 
aecoiiipfish an obfect which he conceived to be so^ in- 
timately connected with emancipation from religious 
and civil despotism. In a sermon which he preach- June soi. 
ed at Crail, a small town on the coast of Fife, not far 
distant from St Andrews, he recalled to those who 
heard him what he had said at Perth respecting the 
insincerity of the regent, and exhorted them not to 
be mj lotig^r deluded with fair promises, as peace 
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CHAP, could not be hoped for from those who paid no i»-' 

v,.^^ 'Spect eyen to covenants which they had solenmty 

*^^' sworn to observe. He concluded by saying, " Thai 
as there would be no tranquillity till ooe of the par- 
ties gained a decided superiority, and till strangers 
(by whom he meant FrenchmenX were sent out of 
the country, he wished them topi^epare.thiemselyea 
dther to die like men, or to live victorious/'* j . 

Such- was the language which he^ in cooiuQOQ 

with the other leaders, employed, to give energy 

and heroism to his followers } and it was not heard 

without emotion. The religious buildings in Gijail 

and its vicinity were destroyed ; and after haioQg 

given the same direction to the zeal of the inb^t- 

tants of Anstruther, another small town on the 

coast, he proceeded to St Andrews, that, in die viexj 

seat of episcopal supremacy, he might stimulate the 

multitudes who, he. knew, would eagerly listen to 

his discourses.! 

Destniction The primate having received an inthnation of his 

diaiof St ^intentions, trembled for the magnificent cathedml^ 

Andrews, ^y^jj ^j^g venerable hand of time even then had 

consecrated } and naturally and most laudably de- 

* Knox, p. ^40,.meation» bis preaching at Ciaily but does not 
give the substance of bis sermon. Spottiswoode and Keith represent 
htm as deb'vering the sentiments detailed above ; and Buchanan men* 
tions, that these sentiments were inculcated by all who took an ac- 
tive part in eifectuating the reformation. 

f Knox, B. ii. p. 140.- Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 123. Keith^ B. i. 
ch. viii. Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 157. Lind- 
say of Pitscottie^ p. 904. Wodrow, Vol. VL p. 83, should be com- 
pared with Spottiswoode^ 
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iipous to i^resier^ k, he entered the city with such chap. 
a £tm!e' as lie trasted would be sufEcient for its^»v ^^ 
protection; 'The lords of the Congregation who 
w6re iu^^fe town were iilarmed by the archbishop's 
critii^'arrival. Although many of the heads of the 
party were assembled, they were not supported by 
any sirmed ib&owers ; and, apprehensive that a con- 
flict would, under these circumstances, be attended 
totheni with the most pernicious consequences, they 
were desirous Aat no commotion should take place. 
As the most effectual mode of securing peace, they 
expressed - to Knox their wish that he should not 
preach, 'whUe, at the same time, that they might not 
appesair^ to dictate to him, they r^uested his own 
sentiments with regard to this proposal. Timidity 
was no weakness of his character ; he at once de- 
dated that he could not in conscience decline preach- 
mg^ and that he would preach, whatever might be 
the result,* 

This resoli(tk>ii, which the associations of his ear- 
lier life ^hs^, no less than religious pnnciple, led 
him to Ibritiy^tdis^ends did not attempt to overturn. 
He accordingly discharged what he believed to be 
his duty, and preached with a fervour of emotion, 
which the recollection of his first call to the mini- 

* Knoi^, Buii. p. 140. Keith, p. 90, 91. Wodrow, MSS. Vol. 
VL p. 82, ^Sd, b&s recorded the speech which Knox made upon this 
occsision. In this speech the reformer says, '* In this town bqgan 
€rod first to call me to the dignity of a preacfier," words which it is 
difficult to reconcile with his having been regularly ordained a 
pHest long before the time to wiiic'h he alludes. They strengthen 
the supposition as to one motive of his preaching, which is stated in 
the beginning of the next paragraph. 
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CHAP, stry in that city, and of the varied incidents whick 
^— ^ w since that period had chequered hk lot, contributed 

1559. ^ 
June 11th. to exClte. 

He chose, as the subject of his discourse, that part 
of the evangelical history which records, the ejection 
of the buyers and sellers from the temple, and re- 
presented it as affording a warrant for purifying the 
church, by casting out of it the pageantry of ido» 
-latry. His reasoning and his illustrations not only 
inflamed the multitude, but convinced die magis- 
Otirates ; and all classes of the inhabitants, widb the 
exception of the household and dependants of the 
archbishop, united in tearing down those buildings, 
the ruins of which are still so often contemplatQ4 
with admiration and with regret.* 
The Pii- The primate had, with sorrow and apprehofisic^i, 
stAn!*^** marked the tendency of the people to fulfil the in- 
^^^ tentions of the Congregation. He not unnaturally 
feared t}iat the fury of exasperated zeal would soc» 
be directed against himself, and probably convinced 
that any opposition which he could make would 
be fruitless, he, on the morning of tkat day upon 
June 11. which the cathedral was laid prostrate, left the city, 
that he might represent to the regent the urgei^ 
necessity of making every exertion to restrain or to 
terminate the lawless proceedings of her eaemies.! 

*Knox, p 141. Calderwood, p. 9. Bnchanan, p. 315. Spottis- 
woode, p. 124. Heylin*8 History of the Presbyterians, p. 157. Lind- 
say, p. 204. Keithy p. 9l. 

t Knox, p. 141. Buchanan, p«315. Spottiswoode, p. 123» 124. 
Keith, p. 91. 
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She hid long regarded the archbishop, who had cha^. 
opposed hef elevation to the regency, with indiflFe- . ^' _^ 
itence, or with antipathy ; but the junction of their ^*^* 
interests, and the concern which both had in check- 
ing turbulence, which every moment was becoming 
more formidable, instantly produced a reconcilia- 
tion ; and she listened with attention, mingled with 
(^onetemaiion and wrath, to the alarming accounts 
which he brought. 

As the army of the Cdngregation had not yet 
been agsun collected, it slppeared to her practicable 
to seise the two lords iffho had occasioned or coun^ 
t^nanced the recent violations of law and order. 
In hope of anticipating resistance, she immediately 
issued a maindate for collecting her own troops, and 
cSburiefs were despatched to the steady adherents of 
the court in Fife, requesting them to assemble iii 
the vicinity of Cupar. 

But the activity of the protestants was not susf- 
pended. Entertaining no doubt that the primate 
Would instigate the regent to avenge the injuries 
of the church, they made arrangements for obtain- 
ing the earliest intelligence of her designs ; and they 
^bon were informed that she was to gather together 
forces to overwhelm them. Although their situa* 
tion wias very perilous, they were not intimidated. 
They addressed the most pressing representations junc 12th. 
to their friends, and, perceiving the importance of ^^^e- 
celerity in their movements, they marched to Cupar, ^^J^^ 
although they were attended only by a hundred c«p»'- 
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CHAP, cavalry and the same numbef of infantry.* They 



'X. 



' soon, however, had no cause to lament deficiency 
j^t of strength. So active were their partisans^ that 
before next day they had been jdned by three 
thonsand men, many of whom had fortunately, frcmi 
a general apprehension of danger, come from disr 
tant counties* So rapidly indeed did reinforcements 
enter the camp, that men seemed, as Knox quaintly 
but strongly expressed it, to be rained down from 
the cloud&.f Lord Ruthven, who had at one time 
deserted the Congregation, anxious to atone for 
momentary defection, brought with him such forces 
as he could assemble ; the Earl of Rothes, sheriff 
of Fife, declared for them ; the towns of St An- 
drews and Dundee sent out the most vigorous of 
their inhabitants ; and the population of Cupar 
eagerly assisted to repd the enmity, to which, 
through the zeal which it had so decisively manifest- 
ed, it was exposed. J 

The regent's army had, in the meantime, cc^lect- 
ed at Falkland, and, very early on the morning of 
the thirteenth, encamped in the neighbourhood^ of 
Cupar. The troops of the Congregation,, on the 
same morning, took a station upon a moor to the 
west of that town ; and the command having been 
entrusted to Haly burton, the chief magistrate of 

'* Spottiswoode, B. lii. p. 1^4. 
t Knox. B, ii. p. 141. 

X Knox. p. 141. Spottiswoode, p. 1^4. Buchanao, Lib. xvi. 
^p. 315. 
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Dundee, he lost iio time in making the most jucli- chap. 
cious dispositioas. He cfaode a post from which ^ ■ v »-^ 
his ordnance commanded the surrounding country, jun& 
and where his men could remain without molesta-^j^H^ 
tion, till they closely engaged. A small rivulet se-^^^ 
parated them from the enemy, and they were so 
arranged that their number appeared greater than 
it really was. Lord Ruthven, who commanded the 
cavalry, led the van, and watched the motions of the 
royal forces. The other lords, with the troops from 
Angus, Meams, Fife, and Lothian, composed the 
centre ; the. inhabitants of St Andrews brought up 
the rear; and the servants and attendants of the 
camp were drawn up at a considerable distance, 
presenting the appearance of a body of reserve.* 
The execution of these plans was facilitated, and 
the eflfect of them increased, by the darkness of 
the morning, the atmosphere being obscured by a 
thick fog. 

The army of the regent, consisting of two thou- 
sand Frenchmen, and half the number of native 
troops, commanded by the Duke of Chatelherault 
and D'Osell, had left Falkland in the full assur- 
ance that they should meet with no opposition; 
they therefore beheld with the utmost amazement 
those detachments of the enemy, which, through 
the fog, they were able to discern. They seem to 
have attempted to draw their opponents from their 

*■ Buchananr Lib. xvi. p. SIS, 316. Kooz, B. ii. p. 141. Spottis- 
MTOode, B. iii. p. 124. 
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favourable position, by twice feigning a retreat ; but 
when this did not succeed, they inarched towards 
them with much impetuosity, still, however, decli- 
ning to pass the rivulet which flowed between them* 
While both parties were making these prepsuiatory 
steps to a battle, the fog suddenly dispersed. 

The spies, whom the duke and D'Osell had sent 
Gat to reconnoitre, having now from an eminence 
surveyed the different bodies of the protestant army,- 
made a formidable report of their numbers ; and 
these generals, convinced that they were inferior to 
the enemy, felt the utmost aversion to hazard an 
engagement. They thought it right^ however, be* 
fore coming to any determination, to consult the 
r^ent, who was at Falkland. They represcaited 
to her the magnitude of the preparations on the 
part of the Congregation ; intiniated some distrust 
of the Scotish part of her own army, who seemed 
to shrink from shedding the blood of their country-^ 
men ^ and they gave it, as their decided opinion, that 
to ne- an attempt should be made to negotiate. Although 
she was much mortified at this intelligence, she au^ 
thorized the commencement of a treaty ; upon which,, 
the readiness of the reformers to accept any term» 
of accommodation having been already frequently 
experienced, messengers were dispatched to solicit 
that an interview might take place for adjusting the 
differences which unhappily subsisted. The cold- 
ness with which these messengers were received, 
for they were not permitted to enter the camp, in« 
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creased the apprehension of the duke and D'Osell ; c»ap. 
and they again sent a deputation, earnestly request- s*...,,-^ 
ing that the protestants would not occasion the j^l' 
shedding of innocent blood. The aversion which 
they had uniformly felt to unsheath the sword, once 
more overcame the dictates of the soundest policy. 
They replied, that their sole object was self-defence, 
that they sought no man's blood, and had no desire 
to continue hostilities; and that if any method 
could be devised for securing them and their bre- 
thren from the tyranny which had oppressed them, 
they should lay aside their arms. They then pro- 
posed that the regent should send the French forces 
out of the country, and should give hostages that 
she would observe all the conditions which might 
be sanctioned. 

To these demands it was answered, that from 
the regent's connexion with the French court, she 
could not dismiss the forces of her ally without 
giving him intimation ; and that it would not be 
consistent with her dignity to give any other secu- 
rity for the fulfilment of the treaty than her own 
solemn promise to fulfil it. Although, upon re- 
ceiving these evasive replies, they should have at- 
tackt^d the queen's army, which they probably 
would have easily defeated, the lords permitted 
themselves to be amused with the same general 
professions of sincerity by which they had been 
frequently deluded ; and, as a permanent peace j^^^ 
could not at that moment be concluded, they con- '^"^' 

8 
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CHAP, sented to a truce for eight days, upcm condition 
- V -^^ that the French troops, with the exception of a small 
jmxL number which had lain for a considerable dune Ja 
some of the maritime, towns of Fife, should be 
transported into Lothian ; and that, before the ex- 
piration of the truce, the regent should send to St 
Andrews persons vested with full powers to sanction 
a find adjustment.^ 

• Knox, B. iL p. 142. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 316. Spottis- 
woode, B. iiL p. 194. Calderwood, p. 10. Keitb, p. 91, 92, all 
compared with Leslie, Ub. x. p. 608. The want of chronological 
precision has rendered all the accounts of what was done by the Con- 
gregation and the regent, between Sunday the eleventh of June, the 
day upon which Knox preached at St Andrews, and Tuesday the 
thirteenth, upon which the treaty was signed, very confused and ob- 
scure. After comparing the different writers and the incidental cir- 
cumstances connected with the march of the armies, I have con- 
cluded, that the troops of the Congregation left St Andrews on Mon« 
day the 12th, towards the afternoon ; that even while on their march 
to Cupar, they were joined by some of their friends ; and that all 
their reinforcements bad arrived by the morning of Tuesday, before 
they encamped on the heath at Cupar, of course before they begta 
to make their arrangements for a battle. The queen's army appears 
to have left Falkland very early on Tuesday morning, and not on 
Monday, as might be inferred from the manner in which their setting 
out is recorded by all the historians^ and as is positively asserted by 
Keith. Had they marched on Monday, they must have got the start 
of the protestant army by a whole day, and would not probably 
have remained inactive spectators of their increasing force. It is be- 
sides highly improbable, that the regent's troops could have been t«ady 
to take the field so early, almost before the account of the devasta- 
tion at St Andrews could have reached the court ; and it is evident 
that both armies came on the ground, near Cupar, within a short time 
of each other. Keith has allowed himself to be completely bewildei^ 
ed by this confusion of dates, and has actually fallen into an obvious 
contradiction. He says, on the 12th of the month, before sun^riaing, 
the queen's army departed from Falkland, and the Congregatioii en« 
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This truce, made at Garly-bank, was subscribed, chap. 
on the part of the regent, by the duke, and pro- v„ ^,,^^ 
bably by D'Osell, but the second name was so in^ jui^ilth. 
distinctly written, that it could not be read. Im- 
mediately after, the lords, at the duke's relquest, 
retired from the* field, and having disbanded their 
army, they went to St Andrews to prepare for the 
arrival of the commissioners who were to negotiate 
with them the terms of peace. 

It has been already mentioned, that, the regent Regent 
was first induced to break with the protestants, by tot^ 
the urgent solicitations, and even threats of theSStUie 
court of France. . She was thus led to communis' ^^^^ 
cate to that court a very particular accoimt of the 
state of her daughter's kingdom ; and it appears 
that although she affected to despise the Congrega* 
tiou, she was, even from the commencement of the 
struggle, apprehen^ve of the issue ; that she gave a 
most formidable statement of the difficulties with 

camped very early on the moor be-west Cupar, that is, in respect of 
St Andrews, on the other side of Cupar. A little before, however, 
he bad mentioned, that the lords at St Andrews having got intelli^ 
gence of the regent's proclamations, resolved to prevent her ; and ac- 
cordingly came to Cupar on Monday night, accompanied only with a 
hundred horse. Now*, Monday was the 12th, so that, according to 
this historian, the Congr^ation did not reach Cupar till the evening 
of that day upon the morning of which they had encamped beyond 
it Dr Robertson, Hist, of Scot. Vol. I. p. 181-184, has detailed the 
events above recorded in a very general manner, and not with his usual 
con-ectness. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 84, 86. This writer says, 
that the Sunday upon which Knox preached at St Andrews was tfye 
loth of June. If this was the case there is no contradiction in Keith*^ 
stilement. 
* Knox, Spottiswoode, and Keith, as last quoted. 
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aHAP. which she had to contend ; and even intitnated 8i 
^i,—- y.^^> suspicion, that the Lord James intended, undef the 
^^^' pretext of making innovations m religion, to tisurf^ 
the crown J an event which could be prevented 
only by a large accessk>n of French troops. 
Consul- This intelligence gave rise to much diversity rf 

respecting seutimem lu France. Some of Henry^s couhselloi^ 
advised him to attempt, by a powerful ai-mamfent, to 
conquer Scotland ; but the constable, who hid op- 
posed the marriage c^ the dan^^in with the Scotish 
queen, urged the propriety of previously sending^ 
some person, in whose report implicit confidents 
coald be placed, to inquire into the general state of 
the country, to discover how parties stood^ and 
above alt, to obtain information respecting the real 
intentions of the prior of St Andrews. The kiiig, 
who had begun to be disgusted with the &mily of 
Guise, adopted this cautious and wise advice, and, 
in consequence of the constable's recommendatiotf, 
Mission of Sir James Melvil was entrusted with the important 

Sir James . . ▼ . t. r t ▼ i 

MciviL commission. In the presence of Henry, the con- 
stable explained to Melvil the nature and the design 
of the embassy upon which he was to be despatch- 
ed ; informed him, that although the king was de- 
termined to hazard his crown in defence of his 
daughter-in-law, if that should be really necessary 
for asserting her sovereignty in Scotland, yet he 
was anxious, before involving himself, in a war with 
the ancient allies of his kingdom, to know whether 
their present disturbances had not originated frotfk 
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causes, which, by prudence and moderation, might chap. 
be removed. Continuing his discourse, the con- ..-^ ^ 
stable frankly mentioned, that he had been told ^^** 
that D'Osell was rash and passionate, little qualified 
for the situation which he held ; and that it had also 
been reported to the French court, that the queen- 
regent had not observed the promises which she 
had made to her disaffected subjects. Having then 
assured Melvil, that, upon hk report, the determi- 
nation of the king should depend, and enjoined him 
carefully to conceal that he was authorized by the 
court, he gave him the following instructions: 
** Examine with diUgence and care, whether the 
prior inti^ds to usurp the crown of Scotland, or 
has been induced to take up arms for conscience 
sake, in defence of his religion, of himself, and of 
hk dependents and associates ; ascertain what pro- 
mises have been broken to him and them, by whom 
and at whose instance ; discover if chey desire that 
D'Osell should be recalled and another general 
sent* If you find that religion is really the ground 
of dissension, we must commit the souls of Scotch* 
men to God, for we have difficulty enough to rule 
the consciences of Frenchmen ; it is the obedience 
due to their lawful queen which the king requires.^ 
If any promise has been made to them, and not 
kept, the king and I are not to be blamed. If they 
desire any other lieutenant in place of D'Osell, the 
king will send one, who, I hope, shallplease them/'*^ 

* Sir James Melvil's Memoirs, p. ^5, 26, quoted also by Keitb^ 
Burnety and Robertson. 
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CHAP. It is imposable to read the whole of this inte^ 
resting narration, without feelings very different 
from those which the intrigues and the crooked 
policy of statesmen usually excite. There is a 
policy so obviously founded in wisdom, and so ap- 
parently calculated to answer the great ends which 
enlightened patriots will ever steadily keep in view, 
that it cannot be proposed to any man of fair un- 
derstanding, wkhout being regarded by him with 
admiration, and producing the conviction, that much 
of the misery which has embittered the lot of na^ 
tions might, by adopting it, have been averted^ 
Had the candid and liberal propositions of the 
constable been submitted to the reformers by the 
regent, and had the principles, uponwhich these pro- 
positions rested, been cordially adopted by her go- 
vernment, the calamities which harassed Scotland 
would, in ail [H-obabiiity, have been avoided, and 
mankind might even then have seen a practical illus- 
tration of that which has now become so obvious, 
that toleration is essential to the tranquillity and hap- 
piness of every community. But it was not destined 
that this embassy should be effectual, and it is there* 
fore vai;i to speculate upon the effects which might 
have resulted from it. 

Melvil had no sooner received his instructions, 
and been honoured with the gracious notice and 
approbation of the French monarch, than he left 
France, and, having travelled through England, he 
arrived at Falkland, where the queen-regent was 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IN SCOTLAND. ISO 

holdii^ her Murt, upcm the y wy day en whkh her chap. 
anoy was opposed^ in the vicmky of Cupar, to the^— ^ v * 
forces of the Coiign^^atioii. Her solidtiide about 
the &te of the action, naturally led har to convene 
with him upon the obMinaqf and rebellion of her 
protestant subjects ; and he, in thid inddental man*, 
ner, became more fully possessed of her sentiments 
with r^ard to them, than if he had formally en- 
deavoured to discover these sentimaits. He now hm eon- 
used every method to be introduced to the prior ; with the 
and having succeeded, he, without reserve, conmiu*^"^ 
nicated to him the nature of the commisaon which 
he had recdved; The prior repaid this confidence 
by real or affected candour, and explicitly declared 
what were his intentions, or at least what he widb* 
ed Melvil to believe yiw the ftate of his mind. He 
qientioned to him the zeal With which he, in com* 
pon ^th the rest of the protestants, had supported 
the regent in her scheme of obtaining for the dau« 
phin the matrimonial crown j and the indulgence 
which, previously to the embassy of Bettancourt, she 
had uniformly shewn to thera« To put his invio- 
lable attachment to his sovfKrdgn beyond a doubt, and 
to remove every suspicion of his harbouring deagns 
inconsistent with his all^anee to her, he made the 
singular proposal of leaving Scotland, upon condi« 
Uon that the protestants should be permitted to 
aijoy their wonted liberty, and that his revenues 
should be regularly transmitted to him.* 

* Sir James Melvfl's Memoirs, p. 97. 
VOL, !!• I 
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^^^- There is much reason to think that he was sin- 

'^ i&ar^ ^^^^ * ^^^ ^ ^® ^'^^ ^^ ^^ *® apparent that the pro- 
testants would, even at this period, have been satis- 
fied with toleration, and that their views were not car- 
ried so far as to the cpcclusive establishment of their 
own system of faith. 

S^cm- Melvil was thoroughly convinced that no impu- 

tSted^bT ^^^ ^^^^^ ^ *^^ "P^^ ^^^ loyalty of the prior ; 
the death and he hastened to France to communicate to the 

of the 

French coustable the information which he had been able 

to acquire. Upon his arrival in that country, he 

had the mortification to find that a revolution had 

taken place, which rendered all his labours fruits 

less, and blasted every hope of restraining the com* 

motions in Scotland. Henry, at the triumphal just* 

in^s in honour of his daughter's marriage with the 

July 8th. ^Qg Qf Spain, was wounded in the head by the 

splinter of a spear, and after languishing eight days 

he died at Paris. 

AceeHdon jjis SOU Fraucis the Second, the husband of Mary, 

crown of succeeded to the throne. One of the first acts of 

tiie hus. his admimstration was to dismiss the constable from 

M^y.^ court, that he might entirely resign himself to the 

counsels of the Duke of Guise and the Cardinal of 

Lorrain.* The constable, with tears, lamented that 

the death of the king had prevented the restoration 

of cordiality between France and Scotland. The 



* Sir James Melvil's Memoirs, p. 38. Keith, B. L ch. ix. p. 99, 100. 
Burnet's Hist, of the Reformation, Vol. II. p. 411. Leslie, de Rebus 
Gestis Scotorum, Lib. x. p. 510. 
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influence which had originally occasioned or ag- chap. 
gravated the Scotish troubles, was thus indeed called ^-.^ -^ 
into action with increased energy ; and the coun- ^^^* 
sellors of the youthful monarch, taking advantage 
of the deep interest which he naturally had in the 
kingdom of his accomplished queen, urged him to 
raise an army for extingtushing the disaffection 
which was daily gaining ground, by strengthening 
the attempts of the regent, and intimidating or pu- 
nishing the daring enemies of the crown and of the 
diurdi^* 

From the measures that were designed to restore HggHHty 
harmony to a country torn by religious and politi-^*^* 
cal dissensions, we must again turn to contemplate ^econ. 
the imprudence and infatuation which gave addi-*''^*^^ 
donal rancour to these dissensions, and destroyed 
the attachment which had been almost universally 
entertained for the regent, when she first assumed 
the reins of government. 

'* MelvO's Memoirs, p. S8. Keith, B. t. ch. ix. as last quoted. 
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CHAPTER ELEVENTH. 

The Lords determine to take Perth, . • .Theif succeed. • «« 
Excesses at Scone. • • .Prosecute their success. . , ^Get pos* 
session of Edinburgh. . . . Unjustifiable conduct there. . »« 
The Regent takes advantage of this conduct^ and issues 
a wise proclanuUion, . . .Its effects. . • • The Lords of the 
Congregation perceive their error. . . .TTtey wite to the 
Begent in exculpation. • • .She acts toith consummate po^ 
licy. . . .Negotiation. . • .Intemperate^demandsofthe Con* 
gregaiion.... Their strength much weakened. .. .i^ffecL 
produced on them by the intelligence of the death ^ the 
Trench King. • • .Military operations of the Begent. . . .. 
She loses ajavourable opportunity of completely subduing 
the army of the Congregation. . . .She concludes a treaty 
• . . Unfair representations by the Brformers. • • . T%ey re^ 
treat to Stirling. . . .Incidents at Edinburgh. • . ^ew 
bond framed by the Protestants. . . .Neither party sincere 
in the desire of peace. 

^xt^* After the truce concluded in the neighbourhood 
^ of Cupar, the prior and the Earl of Argy^ return- 
ed to St Andrews, in full hope that die regent 
would, within the stipulated time, send confidential 
persons to negotiate a peace. But they soon found 
that she was again to violate her faith ; and that 
she had sanctioned the agreement, which had pre* 
vented a battle, chiefly that she might, without mo- 



1559. 
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lestadon, transport her French troops to Lothian, chap. 
and thus more certamly aocomplish the schemes v. ■■/— 
wMch she had devised.* ^"^• 

They were now fully convinced that it would be 
necessary to have recourse to actual hostilities ; and 
having received many afiecting representations of 
the tyranny which was exercised against the inha- 
bitants of Perth, they resolved again to get posses- Liadf de- 
sion of diat town, and to restore to it the privi*^^^ 
leges, of which, in direct opposition to the treaty, it ^^ 
had been deprived.! For this purpose they sum* 
moned thar friends from Fife, Angus, Meams and June nth. 
Stratheam to assemble ; but that nothing might be 
omitted which tended to prevent the use of vio- 
lence, they wrote to the regent, requesting that she 
would remove the garrison, and give to the town 
its former liberty. In this letter, after vindicating 
themselves from an accusation of having spoken of 
her with disrespect-^an accusation which, for obvi- 
ous reason3, was industriously circulated— -they re- 
mmded her, that, at the earnest recpiest of her coun- 
cil, a request supported and enforced by herself, 
they had, at a most critical period, laboured to pro* 
cure a suspension of arms, in which they had suc« 
ceeded only by pledging themsdves that the con- 
ditions, upon, which concord was restored, should 
be scrupulously fulfilled^ They stated, that they 
considered the notorious infraction of these condi* 

* Knox, Book IL p. 143. 

t Knoz» fl>. Cdderwood, B, x« Bachanan, Lib. xvi. p. 31^. 
Spottiswoode^ B. m, p. m. 
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CHAP, tions, particularly in so far as related to the town of 
^ Perth, as equally dishonourable to them and to the 
government by which they had been commissbned, 
and that they were therefore impelled to urge, in 
the strongest manner, that this ground of complakit 
should be immediately removed.* 

This letter was totally disregarded, and the 
troops of the Congregation, on the day appointed, 
appeared before Perth- The lords immediately 
summoned the town } but the governor and the 
provost having replied, diat as they held it for the 
queen, they should defend it with their blood, the 
most vigorous preparations were made for com- 
mencing the siege. While these were completing, 
the Earl of Huntly, accompanied by Lord JErskine 
and the Justice-Clerk, came to the camp to efitreat 
that the assault might be deferred for a few days. 
Experience had now taught the Congregation the 
dangers of delay. Notwidistanding the influence.of 
Huntly, and their reluctance to offend him, they 
declared that they would not put off the attack for 
a single hour, and that if the garrison, persistii^ in 
keeping the town, slew any of those who wished to 
assert the liberty of the inhabitants, they should be 
punished as murderers. Huntly left -the caipp, in- 
dignant at the fiulure of his attenq>t, after which 
the garrison was again required to surrender. No 
satisfactory answer having been returned. Lord 

* Knox, B. il p. 143, 154. BuchanaD, Lib. zvi. p. 316. Spottis- 
woode, B. iiL p. 125. Keith, E i. p. 08. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. 
folio, p. 85, 86. 

6 
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Rtttfaven commenced an attack upon the town from chaf. 
the west, and the troops fbnushed by Dundee ^ — A^ 
^assailed it with their artillery from the east. The ^^^' 
garrison, unable to resist the besiegers, and unwill- 
ing by unavailing obstinacy to increase the slaugh- 
ter, offered to surraider if they were not reinforced 
in twelve hours. No reinforcement having arrived, succeed. 
the Congregation entered Perth, thus obtaining an "°^ 
easy, but most important advantage over their ene- 
mies.* 

While encamped before the town, they had learn- EzeeiBet 
ed that the bishop of Moray was at the abbey of** ^^^ 
Scone, in the immediate neighbourhood, and the 
lords had sent to inform him that they could pro* 
tect him and the abbey, only upon his promising 
that he would assist them with his followers. This 
he consented to do, but as the consent was not com- 
municated to them till they were independent of it, 
and as this prelate was regarded with peculiar anti- 
pathy by the great body of protestants, on account 
of his activity in bringing Walter Mill to the stake, 
a number of them, immediately after entering Perth, 
went to Scone, to express, by acts of violence, the 
feelings by which they were. actuated. The lords 
were no sooner informed of .this, than they dis- 



* Knox, B. ii. p. lU, 145. Spottiswoode, p. 1£5. Holi^hed's 
Chronicle, Vol. II. p. 290* Leslie, Lib. x. p. 508. Buclianan, Lib. 
xvi. p. 816. Lindsay of Pitsoottie, p. 207. He mentions, that many of 
tbe regent's party were killed, but this does not appear to have been 
4e case. Keith, p. 92. 
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GHAP. patched proper persons to prevait outrage. Hiey 
^probably felt much reverence for that building, i& 
which 80 many of the kings of Scotland had been 
inverted with die ensigns of regal power, and, at aU 
events, they were most anxious to wipe away dtt 
imputation of want of loyalty to their sovereign, by 
guarding an edifice, die destruction of which might, 
with so much appearance of reason, be attributed 
to motives whidi they disclaimed. Knox followed 
those who had been first sent to preserve tranquil- 
lity ; but he had the mortification to find that it was 
more easy to stu: up the multitude, than to restrkm 
them. He failed in his attempt to stay their fury, 
, and the prior and Argyll were compelled to inter- 
pose their authority. Some idjury had been d<»ie 
to the buildings before they arrived, but the chuxth 
and the bishop's house were preserved, and as the 
tumult seemed to have subsided, they returned to 
Perth. 

The licentioumess of the multitude, was, how^ 
ever, soon again manifested* One of their number 
having been accidentally slain, they declared, tbat if 
any attempt was made to check diem, they would 
instandy renounce the cause of the Gongr^gatioa ; 
and then rushing forth to plunder and to destoD^, 
they consumed by fire the venerable fabric* 

* Knox, B. iL p. 145, 146. He gives a very particiibr aaxMint of 
the whole tnuasactioD, and it appears from it that hepergonally exerted 
himself to prevent the destruction which took place. Bucfauian, L2>. 
xvlp.SlS. Spottl8W00de»B*iiLp.l95. Leslie, Lib. x. p. SOS. Ho* 
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fbr this outrage no apology cw be oflFered« The chap. 
spirit which led to it was iticonfiistent with all re^i 
gard to otd&t and subordination^ and was not allied 
to that pious though excessive zeal which had laid 
prostrate the cathedral and the monasteries of St An- 
drews. The people were impelled by avarice or by 
pasrion ; all regard to religion was banished from 
their minds ; and they would have sacrificed even 
their own friends, had they individually attempted 
to oppose theu: unprincipled and lamentable ferocity. 

Although the lords of the Congregation and the 
ministers united in condemning this conduct, they 
did not with sufficient vigour exert themselves to 
prevent it ; and, after it had taken place, they did 
not reprobate it with that high tone of indignation 
which they ought to have assumed. Even from 
political motives, they should have used force against 
the perpetrators ; and if this did not occur to them, 
they should have excluded from thdr society all 
who had presumed to set at delBance the authority 
which they were bound to revere. Had they t&us 
acted, th^ would have given a most striking and 
salutary proof of moderation, and would have shown 
the Impartial, that nothing but the conviction of ne« 
cesdty induced them to rarae the hand of de- 
struction; that wherever they were secure, they 

linibedy Vd. II. {»• S90. This historian iiuinimtes» that the prior and 
Argyll countenanced the attack on Scone, at least his narration may 
be so interpreted ; but in this he is certainly mistaken. Keith, B. i. 
4^k vtii. p. 98. Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. 06, Petrie's ftist. Port II. p. 206» 
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gladly extended to all classes of men^ and to every 
/Species of property 9 the most effectual protectbn. 

Perth being now in their possession, the lords of 
the Congregation determined to prosecute their suc- 
cess } and having learnt that the regent, in order to 
prevent free communicatioln betwe«i the northern 
and southern parts of Scotland, intended to put a 
garrison of French troops into Stirling, the prior and 
the Earl of Argyll, immediately upon thdr return 
from Scone, marched from Perth. Having antici- 
pated the regent, they ent^ed Stirling without re- 
sistance. In conformity with the policy which th^y 
had adopted, they overturned the monasteries in the 
town, and also laid in ruins the abbey of Cambus- 
kenneth, which was in the neighbourhood. Justly 
impressed with the great importance of seizing the 
metropolis, they speedily renewed their march. 
Having completed the destruction of the sacred 
buildings at Linlithgow, through which abode of roy- 

Get posses, alty they passed, they got possessicm of Edinburgh ; 

Edinbuigh. the chief magistrate, who was in the interest of the 
queen, having, at their approach, abandoned the 
city. 

The queen-regesit beheld with amazement and 
with apprehension, the rapidity of their progress. 
Before they reached Edinburgh, she had called the 
magistrates into her presence, and had earnestly 
exhorted them to preserve the capital from the 
pollution and fury of heresy and sedition ; but upon 
being informed that they despaired of being able to 
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accompli^ this, because the love of innovation, of chaf. 
plunder, or of liberty, had created the most decided i^^-yl- 
partiality for the rdFormers, who would be joined ^^^' 
by the great body of the citizens ; alarmed for her 
own' safety, she hastened to Dunbar, to wait there 
a more fiaevourable opportunity .for asserting her au- 
thority, and restraining or reducing to subjection 
her powerful enemies.* 

The impresdon made by the lords of the Congre- 
gation, shows very strikingly that they enjoyed the 
confidence, and were accompanied by the good 
wishes, of the people ; for they put the regent and 
her French forces to flight, prevented all opposition, 
and rendered fruitless the vigilance of the provost 
of Edinburgh, although they had under their com- 
mand not more than three 'hundred men.t 

Their conduct, after they got possession of Edin- UDjastifi- 
burgh, too forcibly illustrates a truth established by*^^®^"" 
all history, that success has a direct tendency to 
corrupt the mind, and even to deprive religious 
zeal of its power to regulate the actions of those 
by whom it had been cherished. They there 
departed from the principles by which they had 

* Leslie* -de Rebus Gestis Scotorura, Lib. z. p. 508. Buchanan^ 
Lib. xvl p. 316. Knox, B. li. p. 146. Spottiswoode, B. ill p. 185, 
126. Holinshed's Chronicle, Vol. IL p. 290. Burnet's History of 
the Reformation in England, Vol. II. p. 411. Heylin's History of 
the Presbyterians, B. iy, p. 150. Lindsay of Pitscottie, p. 207. Keitb^ 
h, 1. eh. ix. p. 94. 

t Spottiswoode, p. 126. Buchanan, although he does not spedfy 
the number, says that they were very few, p. 3t6. Keith, p. 94 
Robertson's History of Scotland, Vol. L p. 187. 
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CHAP, hitherto professed unifbrmly to be directed. Not 
i_^'_r satisfied with laying in ruins the magnificent edifices 
^^' unth which the piety of remote times had embeUish-r 
ed the capital, and with delivering to indiscriminale 
jHllage the possessions smd the wealth which the 
monks had accumulated, they burst into the palace 
of Holyroodhouse, forced their way to die mint, and 
not only carried off, as their enemies at least. de« 
clared, the bullion which they found, but seized 
the instruments of coinage, and thus directly in«^ 
fringed those prerogatives of the sovereign, which, 
in all their declarations to the world, th^ had re^ 
presented themselves as anxious to guard and to de« 
fend* 
Regent The regent instantly perceived that enormities 

wta^of so flagrant might be rendered instrumental in weak« 
]J;^^^ ening or destroying the influence of the Congre^ 
prodama- gatiou. Convinced that many who, from religi- 
ous motives, adhered to them, were most loyally 
attached to their queen, she trusted that these de- 
cided acts of rebellion would alienate them from 
the protestants, and that a fair representation of 

* Leslie, Lib. x. p. 508« 509, compared with Knox, B. iu p. 151. 
Wodrow, Vol. IV. p. 86, 87. This writer mentions, that before the 
arrival of the lords, the houses of the Black and Grey Friars had 
been plundered by the poorer sort, and that a little after all the 
monuments of idolatry in and about the town were demolished* An 
interesting account of the transactions^ from the return of Knox to . 
Scotland till the entrance of the Congregation into Edinburgh, is given 
by the reformer, in two letters to Mrs Anne Locke, preserved in 
€alderwood's MS. Hist. Vol. I. and dated the one on the 23d, and the 
other on the 25th June, See also Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. '8T-91. 
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what had happened might make a deep impression chap* 
e\rm upon a great part of the community. She^^ 
there&re, most wisely lost no time in issuing a pro- 
clamadon, in which she declared, ^^ That having 
perceived a seditious tumult to be raised by a part 
of the lieges, who named themselves the Congre« 
gatkn, and who, under pretence of religion, had 
tads^en up arms ; she had, by the advice of the lords 
Qfi&m privy council, for satisfying every man's con^i 
scitence, and pacifying the present troubles, offered 
to call a parliament in January next, or sooner, if 
they were pleased, for establishing an universal or* 
der in matters of religbn, and in the mean time, to 
suQi^ ey&y mm to live at liberty, serving his con- 
sdenc^ wiUxout trouble, till farther order was taken/' 
And becaune much appeared to rest upon the state 
of die tpwn of Edinburgh, she in like manner had 
offered tP permit ^< the inhabitants to use what kind 
of religion they chose during that time, that none 
mi^t have jqst cause to say that they were forced 
to any thing against their minds/' Having thus 
professed her own liberality, she proceeded to con* 
trast with it the conduct of her enemies. ^^ But 
they of the Congregation, rejecting all reasonable 
offers, had, by their actions, clearly showed, that it 
is not religion, or any thing pertaining to it, that 
they seek, but only the subversion of authority, and 
the usurpation of the crown. In testimony where- 
of, they daily brought Englishmen into their houses, 
who came with messages to them, and returned 
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CHAP answers back to England ; and of late had violently 
_^J' . possessed the palace of Holyroodhouse, and intro^ 
1559. mitted with the irons of the mint, one of the chief 
things which conc«Tied the crown. Wherefore 
she commanded all persons belonging to the said 
Congregation, the inhabitants of the borough ex* 
cepted, to depart forth of the town of Edinburgh, 
within six hours after the charge, as likewise air 
who were of their society to forsake them, and live 
obedient to the authority, except they would be re« 
puted traitors to the crown."* 

About the time at which this proclamation was 
published, rumours were industriously circulated, 
that the lords of the Congregation had actually con- 
spired to deprive the regent of her authority, and to 
cut off the Duke of Hamilton and his family from 
that eventual succession to the crown, which had 
been seciured to them by the estates of the king- 
dom^t 

The proclamation, conjoined with the insinuations 
which seemed to confirm it, made upon many a 
deep impression. Numbers who, in the ardour of 
religious zeal, had not suspected the possibility of 
this zeal being employed to veil artifice and ambi« 
don, were astonished at the light in which the exces- 
ses of their leaders were placed ; suspicion supplant- 



♦ Knox, B. ii\ p. 147. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 126. Keith, R i. ch. 
ix. p. 94, 95. Collier's Ecclesiastical History of Britain, Vol. II. p. 407. 
Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. 91, and Appendix, Na 19. 

+ Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 126, compared with Knox, B. iu p. 149. 



Effect of it* 
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ed unbounded confidence ; the loyal thought with chap. 
horror of rebellion; and not a few esteemed it > ^J* j. 
prudent to withdraw from the protestant associa- ^^^' 
tion^ until the real objects of the contending parties 
should be ascertained.* 

The lords were embarrassed by the seasonable loHs or 
and strong appeal which the regent had made to gatkm per. 
the people. They saw from it that they had acted ^^* ****" 
ralhly, if not inconsistently with what they owed 
their sov^^gn ; and the consciousness of this in- 
creased the emotions of regret and of dread with 
which they beheld so many of their followers daily 
deserting them. Seemg the necessity of endeavour- 
ing to counteract the proclamation, they addressed 
a letter to the regent, explaining their conduct, and 
vindicating themselves from the odious and unpo- 
pular charge of enmity to the government They 
also published a general manifesto, in which they 
attempted to construe, in a manner favourable to 
themselves, those actions which the regent had so 
strongly, and apparently so justly, reprobated.t 

In their letter, which was delivered to the regent 
by the Lords Ruthven and Ochiltree,^ they made 
this reply to the proclamation : ^^ It is come to our 
knowledge, that your grace hath set forth, by your 
letters openly proclaimed, that we, called by the 
name of the Congregation, under pretence and co- 

* Knox, and Spottiswoode, as last quoted. Keith, B. i. p. 95. 
t Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 126. "Knox, B. li. p. 138 and 161. Hey- 
lin's History of the Presbyterians, B. iv» p« 141. Keith, B. i. p, 97. 
t Keith, B. I ch. ix. p. 95. 
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CHAP, lour of refigion^ convene together for nd otli^ 
t purpose but to usurp our soverdgn's authority, aad 
to invade your person, representing theirs. These 
things appear to have proceeded of sinister iafiirsu- 
tion, made to your grace by our enemies, consider- 
ing that we never minded such things, but only our 
mind and purpose was and is, to promote snd set 
forth the glory of God, maintain and defend the 
true preachers of his word, and, according to the 
same, abolish and put away idolatry stfKt fitlsfe abuser 
which may not stand with the said word of Gody 
-—beseeching your grace to bear patiently there- 
with, and interpone your authority to the further* 
ance of the same, as is the duty of every Christiaii 
prince, and good magistrate. As to the obedience 
of our sovereign's authority, in all dinl and politiF 
cal matters, we are and shall be as obedient as ^y 
other your grace's subjects within the reahaa ; our 
convention being for no other purpose than to sav^ 
our preachers and their auditors from the injury 
and violence of our enemies, which should be more 
amply declared by some of us in your grace's pre- 
sence, if ye were not accompanied with such as 
have pursued our lives and sought our blood. Thus 
we pray Almighty God to have your highness in his 
July 2d. eternal tuition."* 

The lords, in this paper, confine themselves to 

* Knox, B, ii. p. 146. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 196. Keith, p. 95. 
Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 151. Collier's Eccle- 
tiastical History of Britain, Vol II. p. 457. 
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geaeral professions of loyalty, but they carefully chap. 
avoid the slightest allusion to their seizure of thew.-v^ 
instruments of coinage, which the queen-regent had 
specified as an overt act of rebellion. This omis- 
8i<m did not arise from their thinking lightly of the 
charge. It is apparent from the manner in which 
Knox speaks of it, and he certainly spoke the sense 
of his party, that they regretted the step which had 
with such efficacy been turned against them ; for 
although be attempts to defend it, hie does not em- 
ploy the bold confident language, with which, upon 
other occasioxis, he vindicates their proceedings. In 
this esse, he apologizes rather than justifies^ and his 
apology is far indeed frqm bdng satisfactory. He 
states that a large coinage of base money having 
been recently circulated, and every thing, in conse- 
quence of the deterioration of the coin, having be- 
come enormously high priced, the lords of the 
Congregation had been advised by the wisest of 
their friends to detain the instruments belonging to 
the mint, till this abuse could be remedied.* 

How the existence of the abuse, even adtnitting 
the fatt to have been as he represents it, could jus- 
tify the Congregation in violently carrying off the 
instruments of coinage, it is not easy to discover ; 
but this was the only plea which they could urge 
for saving their reputation as loyal subjects. They 
accordingly thought it necessary to mould it into a 
constitutional form } and in a proclamation, which 

• Knox, B. iL p. UT. . 

VOL. 11. K 
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CHAP, either now or a few days after they addreaaed to their 
t countrymen, having made the same asseverations of 
their reverence for the soverdgn which they had 
done in their letter to the regent, they added^ 
^^ As to taking away the coining instrummits from 
the mint, we being bom counsellors of the realm,, 
and sworn to advance the profit thereof, when we 
understood the subjects to be greatly hurt by the. 
baseness of the money, which increased the dearth 
of all necessary wares, we could do no less of oui^ 
duty than stay the coining of more bad money> 
(in the original, lay money), until the nobility and 
council had taken deliberation thereon. And where- 
as it was given out that we l^d spoiled the mint, 
m great sums ; in that point we do remit ourselves 
to the declaration of Robert Richardson, master of 
the mint, into whose hands we delivered all the gold ' 
and silver, both coined and uncoined, which there 
was found*'** 

This might have been a good justification of their 
conduct, had they pre^usly professed that they 
were to shake ofi^ the yoke of loyalty, and to iqake 
laws for the country ; but it cannot in the smallest 
degree exculpate them, when, at the very time of 
urging it, they were declaring, that in every thing 
not connected withreligiqn, or in all civil and political 
matters, they were as obedient to the sovere^ as 

* Spottiswoode, B. iiL p. 127« Knox, B. ii. p. 151. UeyUw^B 
History of the Presbyte^tens, B. iv. p. 1^1. Keitb^ p. 97, and note 
annexed to that page. 
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any of her subjects. One part of it, however, chap. 
merits particular attention. They sloemnly affirm, >^. -^- J 
diat they had delivered to the master of the mint, all ^^^^' 
the treasure which they had found, and appeal to 
him for the jusmess of the statement. This puts it 
beyond a doubt, that they did not enrich themselves, 
rendering it probable, that even at their first 
breaking into the mint, they abstained from carry- 
ing away the bullion ; and their account certainly 
detnes much con&tnation from the circumstance, 
that the regent in tfie proclamation in which she 
charges them with sdzing the instruments of coin- 
age, makes no allusion, as she probably would 
have done, to any interference with the gold and 
sflver which they found.* 

To a very important accusation brought against 
them by the regent, that which charged them with 
carrying on a secret correspondence with England, 
they do not reply ; and the reason of this will be 
evident, wheil their transactions with Elizabeth are 
pardcularly detailed. 

The^lofds oi the Congregation ha\Hhig concluded 
their letter to the regent, with expressing a wish for 
a conference, she acted in tlus delicate emergency policy. 
with the most consummate poficy. Sensible of the 
error which her enemies had committed, and that 
nothing could be more fittal to them, than to al- 
low that error to exert its ftdl inffuence, — ^percar- 

* Knox and Spottiswoode, as last quoted, compared vitb Leslie,. 
LiU X. p. 509. 
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CHAP, iagthat, bycoiisentmgtoaiiegoiktionatdusdme^ 
<- y —^she would present a coadfast to the violence hf 
^^^' which they had permitted themarihm t^be impels 
led, and might even render it «eee8sary for them to 
disperse, sheoverlocdced the u&gradous aflirmatioa; 
that she was surrounded by their parsecutors, and 
most readily agreed to graitt a safe^onduct to any 
persons whom they might cmmnisaont^ to arrange 
with her the best mode of redressing thdr griev- 
ances. The lords, aldiough they could not be blmd 
to some of the consequences o£ atteppting to con- 
clude an agreement, were led to eiMer ccardially inio 
the proposal, from their anxiety compkubely to ^^ 
culpate themselves from bei^. hostile to governor 
ment, and from the hope ihat they mijght thus 
restore to the contest the aspect of. a religio^r war« 
NegotM- They therefore sent the lairds of Pittarrow and of 

tion* 

Cuxminghamphead, two men inwl^m they cqpoiied 

much confidence, to state anew their dem^dhi^nd 

to make to the r^ent an offer from authority o( 

their eventual submission. 

intempe. These men were instructed to dedare to her, 

^^o£ that the design of the Ckmgr^don was, that they 

^^gie. Qiigi^^ ^JQy liberty of conscience } that unqualified 

ministers might be removed from all ecclesiastical 

admlnistradon ; that Christ Jesus might be truly 

preached, and his holy sacraments rightly adminis* 

tered} and that thdr preachers might be licensed to 

do thdr offices without molestation, until such time 

as, by a general coundi lawfully convened, or by a 
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]p:p^fijuiient iicitliui'the realm, the controversies about chap. 
region should be decided. They declared, that w^'— 
M these things were granted, they would in all other ^^^* 
respects yield the most dutiful obedience ; but they 
required, that, as a security for her sincerity, she 
should send home the French troops, which were a 
burden to the country, and most fearful to them,* 

Nothing could be more offensive to the regeift 
than these demands, and the requisition with which 
they were concluded* The Congregation broadly 
in^nuated, that diey had no rdiance upon her in- 
tegrity ; they blamed every part of her conduct, and 
diey in^sted upon her consent to measures which 
would virtually subvert her own authority, and 
which plainly implied the destruction of the establish- 
ed religion. It was impossible for a princess of her 
penetration not to perceive that the spirit which could 
leadmen to require from the crown such concessions, 
would not be satisfied evenalthough they were grant- 
ed ; that new requests would instantly succeed, and 
that, in the restlessness of dangerous innovation, 
they who were discontented would press on to the 
attainment both of civil and ecclesiastical power. 

But although she must have felt much indigna- 
tion at propositions, in her opinion so unreasonable, 
and which were made in a manner little calculated 
to conciliate, she wisely sacrificed her res^tment to 
the policy which it was wisdom to pursue. She 

* Spottiswoodey K iii. p. 127. Knox, B. it. p. 1S8. Heylin's 
History of the Presbyterians, B, iv. p, 150. Keith, p. 96. 
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listened to the ccNBmiasieiiars vAih much appai^t 
rcalinness, shewed them the most gracious attentioii, 
^^^ and declared to them, that if she could be assured 
ef their dutiful obedience to her daughter and her- 
self, she would not be averse to grant wlu^ they zskr 
ed ; but she desired to speak with some of greater 
authority, and to concert with them the measures 
which they wished to be carried into execution.* 

Of her sincerity, the deputies who waited upon 
her entertained no doubt, and they rteported to their 
fxiends, that they had the best reason to believe 
that every thing would be granted to them. The 
lords, that they might show proper respect to the 
regent^s request, dispatched to her the Earl of Glai^i 
cairn. Lord Ruthven, and X^ord Ochiltree, accom^ 
panied by the laird of Pittarrow, with the same in- 
structions which they had given to their former 
commissioners* Upcm their arrival, they were im- 
mediately admitted to a conference with the regent.! 
She was now convinced of the good effects which 
would result from persevering in a systeni of pro- 
crastination* She saw the anxiety which prevailed 
amongst the great body of the Congr^ation to 
disperse, and the embarrassment into which thedread 
^iiiy 12. pf this dispersion cast the chief men of the party* To 

* Kiiox, B. ii. p. 158. Spottisweode, B. iii.p. 127v Keitfa, B. i. 

ch. ix. p. 96. 

t Knox, B. ii. p. 143. Keitb, B. i. cb. ix. p. 76. Spottiswoode, 
& ill. p. 127. In th.e nrpbbishop's account, there is some conlusioD 
pT inaccpr^cy. 
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iacnsM dieae, she affected to be h^hly displeased chap. 
widi this new embassy; complained that she had not v_^'_r 
been treated with the drference due to her exalted ^^^* 
rank ; and req«dredthat the prior and Argyll, whom 
1^ considered as the soul of the association, should 
in perscm declare to her what were then: intentbns ; 
alleging, that if they declined to do so, she must 
suspect iliat they had some other design than the 
establishment of a new form of religious worship.* 
Hie embassy was dismissed with this intimation, 
without recdving any specific answer to the propo? 
sals which they had again submitted for her ap« 
probation. 

About this period, the rumours respecting the 
cria^nal Intentions of the lords, and the daring am* 
bitioa of the prior, were renewed or industriously 
4&seminated. The minds of men were perplexed, . 
dnd the zeal of many was weakened or extin*^ 
l.t 



* * Knox, B. ii. p. 149. SpotUswoode, p. 127. 

i* ^pottiewoo^ expressly mentioos, that these rumours were dis- 
per^ about the time at which the regent issued her proclamation. 
Keith affirms, that they were drculated while the negotiation men* 
tkmed in the text was conducting; and Knox seems to intimate that 
this was the case, t^th accounts probably are true. If they were 
fijst brought forward to give efficacy to the proclamation, they, would 
naturally gather strength, and they would be pressed upon the public 
notice by the courtiars with peculiar zeal, after there was a prospect 
of disuniting the Congregation. It is probable, that the manifesto of 
the loids was published after the commencement of this negotiation, 
and after the regent had insisted upon the prior and Argyll explain* 
ing their Intentions. 
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Sdll, however^ the lords of the Congregation did 
^not despair. When they were informed thstt the 
regent denuuided a conference with the prior and 
Argyll, they unanimously refused to permit these 
noblemen to go to court. They apjnrehended that 
some attempt would be made to cut them oflF, or at 
least to deprive the protestants of thdr counsel and 
assistance ; an idea which was strengthened by that 
recollection of a declaration which the regent had 
made, that if she could divide these two from the 
rest, she would certainly prevail, and bythe rash 
boastings of some of her adherents^ that both of 
them should before Michaelmas lose their heads.* 

But although the lords determined that ddi^ in- 
terview should not take place, they did not wish t& 
put an end to the negotiation. They accordingly 
proposed a plan which removed their own f^trs, and 
to which, from its appearing advantageous to her^ 
the regent at once consented. It was resolved^ 
that some eminent persons from both sides should 
meet each other. On the part of the regent> die 
Duke, the Earl of Huntly, Lord Erskine, Gavin 
Hamilton abbot of Kilwinning, and the Justice-Clerk^, 
were nominated to attend ; and on that of the pro-» 
testants, the Earls of Argyll and Glencaim, the Prior, 
the Lords Ruthven, 3oyd, and Ochiltree, and the 
lairds of Dun and Pittarrow.f These commisskm* 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 149. Spottiswoode, p. 1^7* Keith, p. 9$. 
f Knos, Spottiswoodei and Keith, as last quoted. For a full ac« 
count of these negotiation?} consult Wpdrow^ Vol. VI^ p. 92, 93. 

6 
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ers; with a great number of attendants, met at Pres« chap. 
ton^ in £a$t Lothian. They continued in delibera- 1, ^ ^ 
don for a whole day^ but no satisfactory agreement ^^^' 
took place. The friends of the regent professed 
that they were .willing to grant liberty in retigion; 
but they insisted upon this limitatiQii, that wherever 
the court happened to be, the protestant ministers 
should refrain from officiating, and the Romish 
service alone be used. This wounded the pride, 
and was totally inconsistesit with the principles of 
the Congregation. The lords considered that as- 
sent to it would be giving at least an indirect sanc- 
tion to that idolatry of which they had so decisively 
expressed thar detestation, and would imdermine 
the foundation of the ecclesiastical polity which .they 
were desirous to establish. They urged, with much 
force of argument, that the condition took away 
f^yery thing which was apparently granted to them, 
because,astheregait, when she thoughtproper, might 
ccmie to any part of her dominions, they could have 
no security, but that, at the most inconvenient time, 
the celebration of divine worship in the way which 
they approved, might be suspended.* 

But although the interview was fruitless, the Their 
lords of the Congregation were most reluctant tojjj^^eii^ 
abandon all hope of an amicable adjustment. Their ^^^°^ 
affairs, at that period, had begun visibly to decline. 



* Spottiswoodey B. iii. p. 127. Knox, B. ii. p. 150. Calderwood's 
History of the Church of Scotland, p. 10. Heylin's History of the 
?resbyterian89B.iy.p. 153. Keith, p. 97. Wodiow, as last quoted 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



154 HISTORY OF TH£ BEFOBMATION 

CHAP. Tho: finances were exhausted; their adherents 
^.J^^vere tired urith die length of the contest; and 

^^^* firom these causes, they were determined to pro* 
ceed as far in concession as they could, consist- 
ently with the solemn obligations under which liiey 
had c6nie» They therefore requested from the royal 
commisuoners, that some tinkie might be given to 
them ibr deliberation, before the proceedings of the 
assembly were communicated to the regent* After 
reasoning amongst diemsehres, they sent Lord Rudi- 
ven and the laird of Fittarrow with their final de- 
termination. They were instructed to declare, that 
as the protestants could not hinder her majesty from 
mmg what religion she a^iproved, they cm^ not, 
ccmsistently with conscience, agree that the minis- 
ter$ of Christ should be silenced upon any occaaon, 
much less that the true service of God should give 
place to supersdtion and idolatry ; and after making 
this declaration, to request that the regent would 
give the Congregadon liberty to serve God accord^p 
tng to their consciences, and would remove the 
French soldiers, without which there could be no 
firm or solid peace. They were also enjoined to 
assure her, that if her nu^ty would promise, on 
the word of a prince, to allow no more foreigners 
to enter the country, they should not only formsh 
victuals and ships for the tr^sportadon of those 
who were already there, but would pledge their 
honour to protect her person from injury ; and 
would bind themselves, in the presence of God and 
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ctf the whole kmgdom, to serve thdr soverdgn her c^p. 
dau^ter, and herself as regent, with as much fide** ^ 
lity as they had ever served any king of Scotland* 
The commissioners were to conclude by stating 
that the Congregation would cause their preachers 
to specify, in the presence of her majesty, the doc- 
trines which they taught, and to defend these against 
all who opposed them ; and that the whole of the 
protestants were willing to submit themselves to a 
lawful parliament, provided that the ecclesiastical 
state, which .was so prejudiced against them, were not 
permitted to dt in judgment** 

The regent, upon receiving this decision of her 
enemies, expressed the utmost anxiety for peace^ 
but did not conceal her doubt of its being obtain- 
ed* Perceiving the prospect daily brightening, die 
declined giving particular answers to the different 
points which were submitted to her. She knew that 
the lords ware apprehensive of being deserted, the 
liiscontent in their camp rapidly increasing, and she 
flattered herself that the time would soon arrive, 
whw the faction which had been. so formidable 
would be easily crushed.^ 

The k>rd$, on the other band, saw the impossibi- 
lity of keeping their forces assembled. They, there- 
f<»re, resolved that some of the most considerable 

*Spottiswoode, Keith, Heylin, and Calderwood, as last quoted. Knox 
conjoins the reasoning in the conference and the final message to the 
r^nty although the Matter was drawn up after the commisaioiiers of 
both parties had dispersed. 

t Knox^ 6. iu p. 150* 
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CHAP, noblemen of their party, with their retainers, should 
,^ ^^' . keep possession of Edinburgh, and should establish 
1^^- there the free and exclusive exercise of the pro- 
testant faith.* 
]BSedt pro- At this alarming period, intelligence of the French 
^^^h^king's death arrived in Scotland; It might natu* 
^*^jJ8o«* rally be supposed that this event would have im* 
death of pressed deeply upon the protestants the neces^ty 
kiqg. of union and of vigour, and that they would have 
foreseen that the new monarch, from his tender re- 
gard to the feelings and inclinations of his beautiful 
queen, would warmly espouse the cause of those 
who defended her authority, and would employ, in 
assisting them, the imm^ise resources of his weal- 
thy and populous kingdom. Most strangely, how- 
ever, quite an opposite effect was produced. The 
Congregation, rejoicing over what they foolishly and 
superstitiously considered as a signal interposition 
of Providence in their favour, imagined, tluit with 
Henry the enmity of France would terminate ; or 
that, amidst the numerous arrangements which a 
change so sudden and so important would require, 
little attention would, at least for a confflderable 
time, be directed to a distant country. They ac« 
cordingly relaxed their exertions, before too feeble ; 
some of their chief men gladly embraced what they 
thought a favourable opportunity for regulating 
their private affairs } and the few who remained em^ 
bodied, lived with as much security as if they had 

* Knox, as last quoted. Spoltiswoode^ p. 188. Keith, p. 97. Wod^ 
row's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 93. 
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no longer to dread the attack of an enemy. The chap. 
r^ent acted much more wisely. Convinced that 
she would soon recdve from her daughter the most 
decisive support, she still dreaded, that in the in« 
terval which might elapse before her scm-in-law's 
government was settled, she might be attacked or 
even driven from Scotland. She therefore took 
every precaution ; employing all methods of becom- 
ing, acqiointed with the dispositions, and ascertain- 
ii^ the force and the preparations of her adversa- 
ries,* 

Having l^amt frt>m those whom she sent to re-MiUury 
comK&jpe, thUi the military discipline which had^f^i^ 
been maifitained by the Congregation, was intemipt*'^*^^ 
ed or destroyed, she, by the advice of her council, 
left Ducdbar, on the evening of the twenty-third of 
July» and, with the forces which she had collected, 
jcwiad to the French troops which had continued 
with her, she arrived eariy on the morning of the 
next day within two miles of Edinburgh*! 

The lords had received no information of her in- 
tention dU the day befwe it was to be put in exe- 
cution. Their attempts to assemble thar friends satnidsy. 

Joints. 

* Buduuum^ Lib. xvl p. 317. Lindsay of Pitsoottie, p. 907, 
Spottiswoode, p. 128. Knox, B. iL p. 150. This zealous reformer 
went into the idea of his party respecting the French king's death, 
and pointed out the lesson which the r^nt shoold have derived 
from it, but totally overlooked the instruction which it should have 
given to his own fHends. 

t Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 317. Leslie, Lib. x. p. 510. KnoX| B. ii^ 
p. ISl. Keith, p. 98. 
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•CHAP, could not, in so diort a time, be successful, and fhey 
^^^; ^. would probably hare consuked their safety by flight, 
^^^ had not the generous dedre of defendii^ thdr 
preachers, and those who had embraced the reform- 
ed religion, which they had established in the me- 
tropolis, determined them to encounter every dan- 
ger.* Unable as they believed themselves to be, to 
withstand the royal army, they resolutely marched 
out to protect the city, gratified by the zeal with 
which those of their adherents, whose situation en«» 
abled them to be useful, espoused their cause.'l* 
She loses a ^hc regent soon got possession of Leitb, and 
owS^nu ^*v^^g privately received an assurance from the go* 
of sttbduingvemor of Edinburgh castle, that he would declare 

the anny of o » 

the.congre-for her, there seemed to be nothing which could 
* "** prevent the destruction of the protestant forces. 
Unhappily for her interest, the favourable moment 
was unaccountably lost. From infatuation, or what, 
at ^uch a period, was certainly, on the part of her 
supporters, a most injudicious and erroneous deter- 
nunation to avoid shedding blood, her counsellors 
advised her to commence a negotiation. Accord- 
ingly, the Duke of Hamilton and the Earl of Mor« 
ton proposed to the Congregation the terms ypoa 
which an agreement might be framed.^ The lords, 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 151. Spottiswoode, B. ili. p. 128. Keith, p« 9S. 

t Knox, a ii. p. 152. 

% Leslie, and after him Holinshed, attribute the iiegotiatioD» at 
least the agreement, to the Earl of Huntly, who exerted himself with 
both parties, pressing them to avoid extremities. This may be recQB- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IN SCOTLAND. 159 

natuvaUy dearons that a treaty 'should be ia bar- chap. 
rnooy with their own Tiews, ware at first reluctant s^^^ 
to accede to these terms of the regent ; but upon ^^^* 
receiving the unexpected intelligence, that if they 
continued refractory, the castle would fire upon 
them, they gladly subscribed to what was required.^ 
It was at length stipulated, ^ 1. That the Congre- sheoon- 
gation and their adherents, with the exceptbn of treaty/ 
the inhabitaitts of Edinburgh, should depart from^^^* 
the town before ten in the morning of the twenty- 
fifth of July, and leave the same far the reception 
of the queen and her army. 2. That the palace of 
Holyroodhouse should be delivered in the same 

ciled with the account in the text, which is supported by Buchanan, 
Lib. xvi. p. 317, and Spottiswoode, p. 128. The duke and Morton 
mi^ at one period of the negotiation have interfered, although it was 
brought to a conclusion by Huntly. Petne's History, part fdyp. 207< 
* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 317. Knox, B. ii. p. 152. Spottiswoode, 
B. Tu. p. 198. Holinshed's Chronicle, Vol. II. p. 391. Calderwood, 
p. 10. There ia as u^uai some confusion in the dates connected with 
this treaty. The regent appeared in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh 
on the 24th July. Spottiswoode says, and Buchanan supports him, 
that the attempt to agree was on that day unsuccessful. Yet the first -. 
artide of the treaty requires that the Congregation should remove 
from Edmbuif h before ten in the forenoon of the S5th, the day, it 
would seem, upon which the treaty was concluded. To explain this, 
it k to be observed, that the treaty had been framed by the regent's 
council upon the 24th, at the Links of Leith : it was at first rejected, 
but as the Congregation next day acquiesced in it, it was not thought 
necessary to make any alterations, and the S5th thus remained as the 
day upon which the Congregation was to leave Edinburgh, although, 
by explanation, they were permitted to continue till the 26tb, upon 
which day, as we learn from Knox, they actually left it. The reso- 
lution on the part of the courtiers to negotiate at all, probably arose 
from their not wishing the ruin of die protestants, whose existence 
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CHAP manner that it was received to any person authori- 
^^'_r zed by the regent j and that the instruments of coin- 
^"^ age should be restored to Robert Richardson be- 
fore ten of the next day." (For the fulfihnent of 
this part of the treaty, Lord Ruthven and the laird 
of Pittarrow were delivered as hostages.) *• 3. 
That the lords of the Congregation, and all the 
members thereof, should remain obedient to the 
king and queen, and to the regent invested with 
then: authority, observing the laws and customs of 
the realm in all things, religion excepted, as they 
were. used to do, before the raismg of this tumult. 
4. That the Congregation should not molest or 
trouble any churchman, or in any way prevent 
him from collecting ai^d peaceably enjoying his re- 
venue, and that it should be lawful for all church- 
men to dispone and use then: benefices and revenues, 
according to the laws and customs of the realm, 
and that until the tenth of January next. 5. That 
the Congregation should use no force or violence 
in casting down churches and religious edifices, or 
defacing the ornaments thereof, but the same should 
be preserved, free of all injury, till the above men- 
tioned tenth of January^ 6. That the town of 
Edinburgh should use what religion it pleased un- 
til the said day; so that every man might have 

some of these oourtien certainly afterwards considered as the best se- 
curity for the independence of the kingdom. From loyalty they 
^rallied round the throne, bat they were anxious to check, not to crush, 
the reformers- 
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freedom to use his conscience tillthat time. 7. That chap. 
the queen shall not employ her authority to molest ' — ^^ 
the preachers of the Congregation, or any other of 
its members, in their bodies, lands, possessions, or 
other goods; and that no temporal or spuitual 
judges should trouble them on account of religion, 
or for any action connected with it, till the tenth 
of January, every man living in the meantime ac- 
cording to his conscience. 8. That no garrison, 
cither of French or native troops, should be planted 
in Edinburgh ; but that it should be lawful for sol- 
diers to enter the town upon business, they return- 
ing afterwards to their respective garrisons.*** 

Such was the treaty ; by agreeing to which the 
lords of the Congregation happily averted the de- 

* Knox, B. li. p. 153. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 128, 139. Keith, 
B. i ch. iz« p. 98j 99. Collier's Ecclesiastical History of Britain, 
Vol. IL p. 457. The articles of the treaty are given differently in some 
material respects by Leslie, Lib. x. p. 510^ 511, and by Holinsbed» 
Vol, II. p. 991, 999, particularly the second article relating to the 
mint, which refers, as stated by them, to mon^ which the Congre- 
gation had abstracted from it or taken by force. There is, however, 
every reason to believe that Knox and Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 317, 
with the other historians above quoted, are accurate, and it is unques- 
tionable, that this article in Leslie's copy of the treaty is erroneously 
stated. If the reformers did at first carry from the mint money or 
bidlion, which rests upon Leslie's authority, and which has already 
been shewn to be very improbable, they had restored it before 
the treaty was concluded; for, as was mentioned, they made a solemn 
appeal t j the ma^er of the mint for the verification of what they had 
said with respect to this subject in their proclamation. It is therefore 
not unlikely that Leslie, writing from recollection, had accommoda- 
ted this article to what he believed to have been the injury, for the re- 
dress of which it was inserted, and he might have been led into this 
vol . II. L 
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CHAP, stniction which hung over them, and thus prevent^ 
«■ v'wed the extincticMi of civil and religious freedom* 

1559. rj^^ more that all the circumstances connected with 
it are considered, the more must we be astonished 
that the regent should have been $o blinded to what 
was to her the most obvious good policy, as to gi^ant 
the terms which it contains. She thus extended 
her protection to the enemies of the church, and 
recognized the reformed faith ; while she procured 
from the protestants only a modified toleration for 
the established religion of the country. 

The reformers, on theother hand, although, yield- 
ing to necessity, they bound themselves to refrain 
from violence, and to be dutiful and obedirat to 
the sovereign and her mother, gained, even in this 
season of their depression, a degree of liberty which, 
at an earlier period of their momentous contest, 
they would have considered as an ample compensa- 
tion or reward for all the trials and hardships to 
which they had submitted. The terms, in fact, were 
such as might have been expected, had they pos- 
sessed a force equal to that which was opposed to 
them, but preferred negotiation merely to avoid the 
hazard of an engagement. 

Yet it was with much unwillingness that they ac- 
cepted them. They had suggested conditions which 

by the clause relating to Holy rood house, which imph'es restitution of 
what had been taken from it. The reader may compare the treaty, 
as published by Knox and Spottiswoode, with the copy of it inserted 
by Leslie, or he may see the points of difference between them collect- 
ed in a note to p. 98 of Keith's History of Scotland. 
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provided every degree of security and protection chap. 
for themselves, but laid them under no obligation ^-^^.'.^r 
to respect the claims of the government and the ^^^' 
church ; and they even complained that these con- 
ditions were altered vnthout their concurrence.* 
They acted indeed, in regard to the treaty, with a unfair re. 
degree of disingenuity, which, had it been practised dons of the 
by the regent, would have been loudly stigmatized^™ 
as a breach of faith, aflFording ded^ve evidence of 
the depravity and corruption of her counsels. Be- 
fore they left Edinburgh, they proclaimed what 
they styled the chief heads of the appointment con- 
cerning the liberty of religion ; but ^r from con*: 
veying accurate information to the people, the pro- 
clamation announced, not the treaty which had been 
signed by both parties, and with reference to which 
the Duke and the Earl of Himtly had, soon after 
its being concluded, declared to Argyll, Glencaim, 
and the prior, that if the regent violated the small- 
est part of it, they would desert her to uphold the 
Congregation,! but the heads of agreement, which 
had been at first presented by thems^ves, and which, 
after discussion, had been rejected by the queen.:|; 
How different these were from the actual treaty, and 
of course how unfairly the protestants acted in pro- 

* Knox, B. if. p. 152, 153. 

t Knox, B. ii. p. 154. Spottiswoode, B. iii, p. I«9. Keith, B. i. 
ch. ix. p. 100. 

X Knox has given a very full account of this transaction, and of the 
speculations and censures to which it gave rise, and has attempted , I 
think unsuccessfully, to justify his friends, B. ii. p. 154. 

9 
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CHAP, claiming them, will be apparent from comparing the 
^ ^'' . two. The form of the proclamation, as Knox en- 
1559 titles it, was as follows : '' For as much as it hath 
pleased God, that appointment is made between the 
queen-regent and us, the lords and whole protes*. 
tants of this realm, we have thought good to signi- 
fy unto you the chief heads of the same, which be 
these: 1. That no member of the Congregation 
shall be troubled in life, lands, goods or possessions, 
by the queen or by her authority, for any thing 
done in this last innovation, until a parliament has 
decided the points in controversy. 2. That idola- 
try shall not be erected where it is now suppressed. 
3. That the preachers and ministers shall not be 
troubled in theur mmistry, where they are already 
established, or hindered to preach where they shall 
happen to travel. 4. That no bands of men of \«^ar 
shs^ be laid in garrison within the town of Edin- 
burgh.*'* To this they added ; " These chief 
heads of appointment concerning the liberty of re- 
ligion and the conservation of our brethren, we 
thought good to notify unto you by this our procla- 
mation, that in case wrong or injury be done by any 
of the contrary faction, to any member of our body, 
complaint may be made to us, to whom we promise, 
as we will answer to God, our £uthful support, to 
the uttermost of our power.*'f 

* Knox, as last quoted. Calderwood's History of the Church of 
Scotland, p. 10. 
t Knox, B. ii. p. 154. 
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The whole of this transaction merits the most chap. 
severe censure. Not only was there a breach of _ 
^cerity, the proclamation being so framed as al- ^^^* 
most necessarily to mislead, but one great design 
of it seems to have been to encourage turbulence, 
and to shelter sedition or rebellion. Every indi- 
vidual is erected into a judge upon the fulfilment 
of the t;reaty, and is invited, by those very men 
who had just been promi^g, as to all civil matters, 
unqualified obedience to their sovereigh, to make 
his complaint to them, that they might avenge the 
injury which, in his own estimation, he had sus- 
tained. 

Such conduct could not fail to call forth the most 
pointed animadversion. The friends of the regent 
complained that it evidenced contempt of her au- 
thority, and that the proclamation stated more to 
have been granted to the protestants than was really 
the case ; while it made no allusion to what had 
been stipulated in favour of the clergy, and of those 
who professed the established religion.* 

To these allegations the reformers replied, that 
BO authority was assailed or despised, merely by 
their publishing the truth, to prevent any mistakes 
which ignorance might have occasioned ; that what 
they had proclaimed was in substance the same with 
the original treaty, which, without any proof, in- 
deed contrary to all proof, they affirmed had been 
surreptitiously altered by the persons employed by 

* Knox, as last quoted. 
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chAP. the court to trtiriscribe it ; arid they endeavouf ed to 
vindicate themselves from the charge of disingenu- 
ous concealment by this miseiible subferfiige^ that 
it was unnecessary for them to mention what con- 
cerned their opponents, as they would naturally 
from other sources seek information.* 

How wretchedly does a departure from genuine 
integrity pervert and lead captive the understand- 
ing ! Had the framers of this apology calmly re- 
flected, they must have perceived, that what was 
their reason for pasising over one part of the treaty, 
was as good a reason for not proclaiming it at all, 
and that.if they were really anxious to prevent the 
effects of ignorance, they should have disclosed the 
whole truth : because as the treaty could not be 
comprehended unless all its provisions were known, 
and as it was impossible to decide what could be 
construed as a breach of it, without being acquaint- 
ed with the privileges which it secured to every de- 
scription of men, a partial account of it might lead 
even their own adherents into the most dangerous 
errors. In a struggle in which the best feelings of 
our nature were frequently displayed, and to which 
we have been so much indebted for the most valu- 
able political and religious blessings, it is painful 
to discern aberrations so inconsistent with all which 
is great and good. The truth, however, it would 
be unfair to disguise ; and it may impress upon 

* Knox, B. it p. 154. 
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public and private characters the great danger of chap. 
being led, even in the best of causes, to commit \' _r 
what it would be shocking to every amiable princi- ^^^' 
pie to defend, shewing the necessity of cool and 
steady reflection, and of checking, by a severe ex- 
amination of motives, that eagerness, which, under 
the guise of virtue, may corrupt the morals of the 
individual, and wound die happiness of society. 

After their proclamation had been published, the juiy 26th. 
lords dq}arted to Stirling, accompanied by ELnox j s^g.*° 
Willock having been left in Edinburgh to enforce 
the new opinions, and to preside in those religious 
services which the Congregation had introduced.* 

The regent seems to have been really at first de- 
sirous to adhere to the conditions of the treaty, and 
to afford no handle for again charging her with in- 
sincerity ; but in the inflamed state of men's minds, 
when the seeds of discord were ready to burst forth, 
it was almost impossible for her to act in such a 
manner, as to escape the imputation of intending to 
betray the protestants.f 

Availing themselves of the liberty which they incidents at 
had obtained, the greater part of the inhabitants of ^ *°*^^ ' 
Edinburgh professed and observed the protestant 
faith ; and their minister officiated in the church of 
St Giles, the principal church of the city. The re- 
gent, who had taken up her residence in the palace 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 165 and 168. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 129. Keitfa, ' 
B. i. cb. ix. p. 101. 

t Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 317. Spottiswoode, B. iii* p. ^^9. Pe- 
lrie*8 History, parU 9. p. S08. 
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CHAP, of Holyroodhouse, very naturally thought that this 
church should rather be occupied by those of the 
established religion, than by a sect which could 
only claim to be tolerated ; but unwilling to take 
any measures which could be construed as origi- 
nating from hostile intentions, she instructed the 
Duke, the Earl of Huntly, and Lord Seaton, to re- 
quest th^t the magistrates would appoint another 
place of worship for the protestants, and appropriate 
to her the church of St Giles. This request the 
magistrates positively and haughtily refused. They 
replied, that, by the treaty, they were entitled to 
retlain whatever they had possessed at the period of 
its being concluded, and that they would not vo- 
luntarily surrender the church. It was then asked 
that the regent should have access to it for the ce- 
lebration of mass, either before or after their ser- 
mons. This proposal shocked their religious prin- 
ciples. They answered, that they would never con- 
sent to it ; that if force was employed, they must . 
suffer : but that they would consider themselves as 
justified to have recourse to the next remedy, that 
was to the sword.* 

Such firm and ungracious resistance to the wishes 
of the queen-regent, exasperated those who were 
attached to her government. The French soldiers 
were in a particular degree irritated by it, and they 

* Knox, B. ii. p. IS9, Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 129. Calderwood, 
p. 10 1 11. Collier's Ecclesiastical History of Britain, Vol. II. p. 457, 
458. Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, p. 162, Keitb, p. 101. 
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expressed what they felt, by indecently interrupting chap. 
• the protestant service, probably in the hope that . ^''_r 
they would thus compel the members of the Con- ^^^^* 
gregation to choose a more retired place for their 
devotion. The reformers, however, suspecting the 
design, patiently submitted to the outrage ; and they 
soon beheld, with the deepest sorrow, similar.insults 
oflfered by the same persons in other places, to the 
professors of the truth.* 

But while these circumstances shewed plainly to New bond 

* •' framed by 

the protestants that they could place little reliance the piotet- 
upon the strict execution of the article securing to 
them the undisturbed exercise of their religion, 
they gave, on their part, much more decisive evi- 
dence that they had no faith in the treaty, and that Aug. ist* 
they had not relinquished their determination to 
prosecute the war. Almost immediately after their 
arrival at .Stirling, they entered into a new bond, 
which expressed their suspicion and jealousy of the 
regent, and their conviction that the most unremit- 
ted circumspection was essential to their safety. The 
bond was in these terms : *' We, foreseeing the craft 
and slight of our adversaries, tending all manner 
of ways to circumvent us, and to assail every one 
of us, particularly by fair promises, thereby to sepa- 
rate us from one another, to our utter destruction : 
faithfully bind ourselves, in the presence of God, 
and as we tender the maintenance of true religion, 

• Knox, B. ii. p. 159. Spottiswoodc, p. 1«9. Collier, Vol. n. 
p. 408. Keith, p. 101, 
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CHAP, that none of us shall, in time coming, go to th^ 
^queen-dowager, in consequence of any letter or • 
message sent unto us by her, without consent of 
the rest ; and as soon as either message or writing 
shall come from her to us, we shall immediately 
intimate the same to each other, so that nothing 
shall proceed herein but by common consent/'* 

This bond was subscribed at Stirling on the first 
of August, only a few days after the conclusion of 
the treaty, and before any attempt to evade it, or to 
set it aside, had, even by their own confession, been 
made, dther by the regent herself or those of her 
court. The defiance implied in such an agreement 
gave additional strength to the unfavourable opi- 
nions which had been drculated, respecting the 
real intentions of the Congregation. It was again 
confidendy affirmed, that they sought only to gra- 
tify the ambition of the prior, by raising •him to the 
throne ; and the impression which had thus been 

• Knox, p. 155. Keith, p. 100, 101. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. 
p. 94. Nothing can fhew more strikingly the influence of partj zeal 
than a remark made 1^ Knox. After detailing the outrage of the. 
French soldiers, and the oppression of the brethren, which he attri« 
butes to a secret design on the part of the regen^ to break the treaty, 
he contrasts with this the conduct of the Congregation. *' In all thi« 
time,'' he adds, ** they were not able to prove that we broke the ap- 
pointment one jott, except having taken a cap off a proud priest's 
head.'* Yet he knew of the bond, which certainly was not the pro- 
duction of loyal subjects, obeying all the laws of the realm, as they 
had declared in the treaty that they would do ; and he might have 
perceived, that the insult to the priest was exactly the very kind of in-^ 
suit upon which, as received from the regent} he had so amply expa- 
tiated. 
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made upon many^ was deepened, or was more ge- chap. 
nerally extended.* > ^_r 

From the view which has been taken of the state He^ha ' 
of parties, it U evident, that there existed in neithar?^ ■*:, 
a serious conviction that peace would be permanent, d«ri» of 
or even 1 desire that it should be so. So much had 
to be demanded by the] one, and conceded by the 
other, even to render it probable that the sword 
would be sheathed, that the most superficial obsdr- 
ver could not £ul to discern the approach of new ca- 
lamities. The queen-regent and the Congregation, 
amidst hollow professions, prepared for an arduous 
conflict. Both adopted every precaution to increase 
their strength ; both sought the assistance of foreign 
powers, and hastened that decision of the contest^ 
which has been productive of the most interesting 
and salutary consequences to the inhabitants of Bri- 
tain. 

^ Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p» 5X7. . Spottiiwoode, 6. iiu p. 199. 
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CHAPTER TWELFTH. 

Determination of the Trench Covrt respecting Scotland. . ^ 
Francis and Mary xorite to the Prior. . . .His answer 
.... TTie Regent fortifies Leith. • . .She intimates to her 
friends the renewal of hostilities. . . .She solicits rein- 
forcements from France. . . .Duke of Chatelheratdt joins 
the Congregation. . . .Causes of this. . . .Meeting of the 
Protestant Lords at Hamilton.. . .Their letter to the 
Megent s to Lord Erskine^ governor of Edinburgh 
Castle. . . .The Eegent in vain endeavours to recal the 
Duke. . . .Bishop qfAmienSf with some doctors of the Sor- 
bonne, attended by La Brosse, with a detachment of 
French troops f arrive in Sco^nd. . . .The Congregation 
refuse to listen to the Bishop and La Brosse a$ ambas- 
sadors. . . .Instruction of the Sorbonne divines ineffec- 
tual. . . . Warlike enterprizes. . . .Second admonition of 
the Lords to the Regent. . . .Remarks upon it. . . .Specu^ 
lotions arising from the Duk^s secession from the Re-- 
gent. . . .His public declaration. . ..The Regent sends a 
messenger to the Lords with instructions. . ..They hold 
a council. . . .Propose to suspend the Regent from her au- 
thority. . . .Diversity of sentiment upon this point. . . . 
Opinion of WiUocky and observations upon it. •..Of 
Knox. . . .Act of suspension. . • .Intimation of it to the. 
Regent.. • ^Remarks upon this intimation. 



CHAP. The king of France had no sooner ascended the 

X.II 

^ / ' throne, than he directed his attention to the situa- 
^^^'^' tion of Scotland, and, instigated by the counsels of 
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the Duke of Guise and the Cardinal of Lorrsdn, chap. 
which could not fail to be grateful to the queen, he < — •y^ 
determined to use every method that could tend to Detenuil 
subdue the refractory and seditious spirit of the no- SlfS^ 
bles, or to give a new direction to the sentiments ^J^^"^ 
of the people* This resolution was not merely the scotUnd. 
result of those feelings with which, as the husband 
of Mary, he naturally contemplated those who did 
not submit to the authority of her mother ; there 
were many reasons of state which rendered the adop- 
tion of it in a high degree expedient. 

Fully aware of the importance of converting 
Scotland into a military station, from which he 
could alarm or restrain the English monarch, he 
gladly embraced the opportunity which the distrac* 
tions of that country afforded, to increase the 
strength of the army, which his father had dispatch- 
ed to it ; and he gave orders for collecting a very 
considerable force, the command of which was to 
be given to the Marquis IVElbeuf, an uncle of the 
queen, and on this account likely to possess more 
influence than any other general.* 

Eager to break the union which had hitherto 
subsisted amongst the lords of the Congregation, 
and convinced that this could be done in no way so 
effectually as by detaching from them the prior of St 
Andrews, he resolved to correspond with him, and 
to address to him a letter from himself, while another 

* Leslie de Rebus Gcstis Sootorum, Lib* x»p. 510» 511. Heyfin'f 
Hist of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 153. Keitb^ Q. u ch. ix. p. 400. 
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CHAP, was written by the queen^ whose interference> it was 
w^^iwtrustedy would powerfully influence his mind. 
168$. j^^ cardinal of Lorram, who perhaps attributed 
to ignorance the diffusion of the new opinions in 
Scotland^ probably suggested another resolution, 
which was soon adopted. It was judged expedient 
to send some of the most eminent divines and doc* 
tors of the Sorbonne, to dispute with the advocates 
of the reformation, and to impress upon the people 
the duty and wisdom of returning to the ancient 
feith.* 
July- An ambassador was dispatched to the regent^ 
with the acceptable intelligence, that the most vigo- 
rous preparations for assisting her were making in 
France, and that part of the levies would soon be 
Pnadi landed in Scotland. The same person was em- 
^ todi« ployed to deliver the letters to the prior, and to in- 
^^^' , form him, when he did deliver them, that his mas- 
ter would hazard his crown in his zeal to pimish 
sedition*! The letters were not calculated to stag*- 
ger the resolution of a vigorous and elevated mind. 
After calling to the prior's recollection the num* 
berless benefits which he had received, benefits, 
which he and his friends contended never had been 
conferred on him, and rq)roaching him not only 
with ingratitude, but with breaking the promises of 
allegiance, which he had often made, he was en- 

* Leslie, Lib. x. p. 516. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 318. HeyhVs 
History of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 153. Burnet's History of the' 
Reformation, Vol. II. p. 411. 
' t Knox, B. iL p. 157. Keith, p. 101. Enmet, Vol. IL p. 41 V. 
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treated to pursue that line of conduct which his chap. 
connexion with the royal family naturally pointed - ^ _ 
out to him ; and he was threatened with the most ^^^ 
exen^lary punishment, if, despising this warning 
and solicitation, he persisted in cherishing the re- 
bellion, which had dugraced so many of the nobility 
of Scotland.* 

After perusing the letters, and considering theHU 
communication which the ambassador had verbally 
made to him, he returned an answer in writing, 
that there might be no misunderstanding or misre- 
presentation of his sentiments, and addressed it to 
the king and queen. In it he declared how much 
he had been grieved by the charge of ingratitude ; 
msinuated that it had proceeded from false infor- 
mation ; and then explicitly stated, that he was not 
conscious of having done any thing inconsistent 
with his duty to his sovereign, or his obUgadon to 
obey the laws of the kingdom. With respect to 
the opposition which he had made to the queen- 
regent in matters of religion, he said, that he had 
been influenced solely by a regard to divine truth, 
and to what he believed to be right } that this part 
of his conduct) he could not change without viola- 
ting his allegiance to his Redeemer, and could not 

* Leslies Lib. x. p. 512-514, gives copies of these letters, and from 
him they are inserted in Holinshed's Chronicle, Vol. II. p. 2$^-394. 
They may be also seen in Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. ISO. Knox, B. i'u 
p. 156, has inserted tlte king's letter, and Buchanan, Lib. xvi p. SIT, 
shortly mentions the substance of both, making the observation, in 
the text> upon the benefits said to have been conferred. 
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CHAP, therefore, as their majesties exhorted him, repent of 
<■< ^',^r it ; but that, in all other things, he, with the rest who 
^^^* were charged with the crime of sedition, would be 
most £uthful to his sovereign.* This answer was 
given to the regent, that she might send it to France. 
Before dispatching it, she perused its contents, and 
with much indignation asserted, that a letter, so re- 
plete with haughtiness and defiance, had never been 
written by a subject to a king, prince, or princess. 
The prior's friends were of a very different opinion. 
Hiey extolled this nobleman's moderation, and some 
of them certainly thought that he might have used 
language more firm or severe.! 
Restnt for- ^^ bdng now apparent that the interference of 
tite Leitfa. tijg sovereign would not be effectual in composing 



* Bacbanan, Lib. xvi. p. 317. Spottiswoode^ B. iii. p. 131. Col- 
Nei^s Eodesiasticsl History, VoL II. p. 459« Knox has given what 
appears to be the letter itself It difiers in some respects from the 
smnmary of the answer, to be found in the writers just quoted, but 
the import is almost the same. Knox, B. il p. 157. Lesl^ mentions 
that he was to record accurately the answer c^the prior, but he does 
not furnish us with a copy of the letter; and it is probable that his 
antipathy to the writer had induced him to colour very strongly his 
representation of what it contained. Holfinshed has copied from him. 
See also Keith, p. 101, who quotes from Knox, and thus shows that 
he believed his copy to be correct 

t Buchanan, p. 317. LesUe, Lib. x. p. 513. Knox, p. 161. Spot- 
tiswoode, p. 131. Keith, p. 101. This last writer, generally accu- 
rate as to dates, has here fallen into an odd mistake. He mentions 
that the ambassador hmded in the beginning of September, and that 
he deUvered the letters to the prior, who answered them from Dun* 
barton on the 18th of August* It probably was an error of the pen 
or of the press. 
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the fitmbles which agitated the kingdom, the regent chap. 
again prepared for asserting her influence by force. ^, ^'^f 
Elated with the assurance that fresh troops would ^^^^* 
speedily arrive from France, and emboldened by the 
actual arrival of the first division of them, which Auguit 
had landed a few days after the ambassador, she be- 
gan to fortify Leith.* She probably was of opi- 
nion, that the <;onduct of the lords had annulled 
the treaty so lately sanctioned ; for they not only 
subscribed the bond which had been already men* 
tioned, but appointed a meeting of their friends to 
be held in the west of Scotland about the end of 
August, and also fixed upon the tenth of Septem* Aug. n. 
ber for a convention at Stirling.t 

Such assemblies could not, under any regular go- 
vernment, be permitted. Their avowed object was 
to prevent the oppression of those who attended 
them, ^ut they imf^ed an assumption of authority 
which could not be reconciled with the loyalty and 
submission of faithful subjects. Whatever, then, 
may be thought of the policy of the regent in ha- 
ving recourse to au'ms, it seems unquestionable, that 
the guilt of violating the treaty cannot, with justice, 
be fixed exclusively upon her. She indeed plainly sh« inti. 

mates toher 
friends the 
* Buchanan, Leslie, Knox, Spottiswoode, as last quoted Letter renewal of 
of Knox to Mrs Locke, dated 2d September, in Wodrow, Vol VI. l^ostiliUefi. 
p. 94,95. 

+ Keith states, that they appointed both these meetings before 
they left Stirling. Knox, on the other hand, seems to say, what cer- 
tainly appears rather more probable, that the convention at Stirling 
was not fixed till they assembled at Glasgow, The matter is of littJe 
moment. i \ . 

VOL. lU M 
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CHAP, declared, that these conventions were the cause of 

XII 

^_ ^'_r her assembling anew those in whom she confided ; 

^^^' for she wrote a letter to the duke, and a circular 

one to all the nobility who adhered to the court, 

mentioning the design of the lords, and requesting 

that, to counteract this, they would prepare to join 

Solicits le- her standard.* At the same time, she sent the most 

iiM»te^fit)m pressing entreaties to France, that the remainder of 

France ^^ troops might be speedily embarked, expressing 

her conviction, that, strengthened by them, she 

would soon restore tranquillity.! 

Duke of While these vigorous measures were taken by the 

Chatdhe- , ^ . 1111 

lauit joins regent, the Congregauon was strengthened by the 
gi^doli. accession of the Duke of Chatelherault, and soon 
^^"^ afterof his eldest son, the Earl of Arran. Although 
the duke had hitherto joined the !royal party, he 
had no inclination to sacrifice the liberties, of his 
country. He approved the zeal of the lords to 
prevent the increase or the existence of a French 
force in Scotland ; and with this view probably it 
was, that, after the conclusion of the treaty, he soli« 
cited a conference with the protestant leaders. An 
eveiit which happened about this period, confirmed 
his antipathy to France, and soon induced him, with 
as much steadiness as was consistent with the fickle- 
ness of his mind, to promote the success of the 
Congregation. His son, the Earl of Arran, had, for 
a considerable time, resided at the French court. 

* Knox, B. ii. ?• 160, 161. Keith, B. i. ch. ix. p. 101. 
f Leslie, Lib. x. p. 515. Holinshed, Vol. II. p. 195. Spottiswoode, 
B. iii. p. 131. 
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Inclined to adopt the principles of the reformation, 
and possessed of that openness and sincerity which 
intercourse with the world too frequently destroys, ^^^ 
he had, in a conversation with the Duke of Guise, 
plainly stated his sentiments, and defended those by 
whom such sentiments had been embraced. The 
cardinal of Lorrain, informed of this circumstance, 
was eager to procure his condemnation as a heretic, 
trusting that the sacrifice of a young man, distin- 
guished by his rank, and by his alliance with the 
queen, would strike terror into all who had a ten- 
dency to renounce obedience to the church. Hap- 
pily for Arran, this intention was imparted to him 
by some who shrunk with horror from his destruc- 
tion ; and convinced, by recalling what he had said 
to Guise, that the information was probably well 
founded, he secretly withdrew from France, and 
came to Geneva. He there met with Randolph, 
afterwards much distinguished for diplomatic ta- 
lents and address, and having returned with him to 
England, was introduced to Elizabeth. This wise 
princess applauded his determination to declare 
against the party directed by a family which he had 
so much cause to detest, and encouraged him to 
unite with the Congregation.* 

* Buchanan, lib. xvi. p, 317. Spottiswoode^ B. iii. p. 131. Knox, 
p. 155. Leslie, p. 517. Keith, p. 102. Letter from Sir Nicholas 
Throkmorton to Secretary Cecil, dated Paris, 28tb June 1559» in For- 
bes's Transactions of the Reign of £h'zabeth, Vol. I. p. 147, 14>8 ; also 
another letter dated 25tb August, in Forbes, p. 216, 3 IT, Wpdjcow, 
VoU VI. p. 94. Petrie's Hist. Part II. p. 210. 
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CHAP. Upon his arrival in Scotland, he went to Stirling^ 
', '.wliprp the lords of the Congregation, agreeably te 
Septra ^^ appointment, had assembled, and declared to 
them his intention of uniting with them, to defend 
the religious and civil liberty of the kingdom. He 
immediately after visited his father, who was then 
residing at Hamilton, and employed his influence 
not only to attach him to the cause of national 
freedom and independence, but to extinguish the 
enmity which subsisted between the duke and some 
of the nobles who most strenuously exerted them* 
Mecdngof sclvcs to support the Congregation. He then as- 
M^tSrfHt sembled the protestant lords at Hanulton^ that they 
Hamilton. nMght deliberate upon the measures which the de- 
cided coilduct of die queen regent shewed the ne» 
cessity of adopting.* 

Having received undoubted information that the 

fortification of Leith had commenced, they agreed 

Letter to to write to the regent, ranonstrating against this 

*'^™ act of hostility, as a violation of the treaty, and as 

directly attacking the rights and liberties of th^ 

people of Scotland, requesting that she would not 

persist, but assuring her that if she did, they would 

make an appeal to their countrymen, and would 

earnestly endeavour to obtain redress. This letter 

Sept. 29. ivas dated from Hamilton, and was signed by the 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 317, 318. Kook, p. 169. Leslie, p. 
517, 518. Spottiswoode, p. 131. Arran visited his father before 
going to Stirling, according to Knox, but not till after, according to 
Spottiswoode. Keith, p. 1(^. 
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Duke, the Earls of Arran. Glencairn, Monteith, chap. 

XII. 

the Lords Ruthven, Boyd, and Ochiltree, and se- ^ , /— / 
veraF other barons and gentlemen.* ^^^' 

On the same day they wrote to Lord Erskine,ToLoid 
die governor of the castle of Edinburgh. They ^"^®' 
informed him of the danger which threatened the 
kingdom from the tyranny of the regent, beseech- 
ing hhn, as he revered the memory of his fsither, 
-who had been esteemed and honoured by his coun- 
try, not to contribute to the execution of any 
designs against the realm, to be on his guard against 
the artifices which would be employed to seduce 
him, and to evince lus loyalty and attachment to his 
native land, by employing, in defence of the lords, 
and of the great cause in which they were engaged, 
those means of which, by his important trusty he was 
^possessed. This letter was subscribed by the same 
Jioblemen who had written to the regent.f 

To the imperious letter which the Congregation The re. 
had addressed to her, the regent did not consider l^dL'voun" 
it as consistent with her dignity to send a written ^^ ^^ 

*Knox» B.ii. 169, 170. Spottiswoode^ p. 111. Keith, 102. Les- 
lie, p. 518. Buchanan, p. 318 Knox dates this letter and the one 
which foUows, upon the 19th of September. Keith, and all the other 
writers who mention them, date them on S9th. I have accordingly 
^ut that date on the nai^rin, although it ia not quite obvious to me 
that Knox was nustaken. It might have been expected, that had 
tbe letter been written on the dbth, some allosion would have been 
ittide to the arrival of the Bishop of Amiens and La Brosse, which 
happened on the 19th. 
t Kqox and Spottiswoode^ as last quoted. 
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CHAP, answer ; but vexed at the revolt of the duke, and* 
XII. • • 

f from her knowledge of his instability, not despairing 

of again attaching him to her interest, she sent to 
him Sir Robert Camegy and David Borthwick, 
whom she had gained over from the protestants, 
with instructions to express her grief, that he had 
not only himself deserted the service of his sove- 
reign, but had permitted his son to join with her 
enemies ; to beseech him to return to court j and if 
they should not succeed in this, to entreat that 
he would not take an active part in favour of the 
Congregation. 

The duke asked the commissioners what were 
the designs of the regent, both respecting the ford- 
fication of Leith, and the dismission of the French 
forces ? and being, in reply to this inquiry, exhorted 
to confide in the queen's prudence and discretion, ll^ . 
answered that he and the rest of the lords would 
willingly serve her if she would be directed by the 
counsels of natural Scotchmen ; but that, while she . 
surrounded herself with strangers, who were most 
odious and burdensome to the country, he believed 
no wise man would advise either him or them to 
put themselves in her hands.* 

For some time after this, proclamations were 
issued by both parties. Each endeavoured to con- 
ciliate the public favour, and to remove the preju- 
dices which their opponents had raised against 

* Knox, B. ii, p. 170. Spattiswoode, B. iii. p. 133. 
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them ; but at such a period, when the spirit of iac* chap. 
tion was so powerful, and when the minds of men ^ ■■■■/i^ 
were under the influence of. the strongest feelings ^^^* 
and motiveswhich impel to decided conduct, the 
voice of reason, the ingenuity of argument, and even 
the solemnity of appeals to the Deity for the purity 
of their intentions, made little impression ; and all 
were soon convinced that the sword could alone, de- 
cide to whom the exercise of the soveragn power 
was to be entrusted.* 

About the middle of September, the bishop of s:^ w. 
Amiens and three doctors of the Sorbonne arrived Amiens ar- 
m Scotland, escorted by La Brosse, a French gene- Scotland 
ral, who brought with him two thousand men. The 
divines declared their readiness to discuss the theo- 
logical subjects which had given rise to the schism 
from the church, while the bishop and La Brosse 
announced that they were entrusted with an em* 
bassy, and solicited that a day might be appointed 
by the lords for delivering to them their credentials, 
and communicating the instructions which they had 
received. To this request the lords answered, thatcongrega- 
they were convinced that the persons who made it^ustLto 
had come not as ambassadors, but as enemies, be- ^^L^f^^ 
cause, as the messengers of peace, it would have been ^|^j^f 
unnecessary to bring with them so formidable z^s, 

* These proclamations may be found at full length in the second 
Book of Knox's History, and the substance of them in Spottiswoode ; 
but although they throw considerable light upon the views of parties, 
it is not necessary, for illustrating the history of the reformation^ to 
insert them in this work. 
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CHAP, force J that if they were resolved to treit with 



XII 



,pons in thdr hands, the protestants also would so 
^*^' prepare themselves, that they might xiot be compel- 
led by threats to acquiesce in what they believed to 
be wrong; but that if, notwithstanding unfavourable 
appearances, the emissaries of the French court were 
really sincere, they should retrieve the error which 
they had committed by dismissing foreign soldiers, 
and thus afford an opportunity of coolly reasoning 
upon what was most calculated to promote the tran- 
quillity and prosperity of the country.* 
insfcractum Little effect was produced by the zeal and leam- 
b^noe di^ *^S ^f ^^^ divines, who had been selected to di^^^* 
^^inef. pate the clouds of error which, in the opbdion of those 
by whom they were sent, had accumulated over Scot* 
hnd. It has been indeed asserted by one historiaa, 
whose religious principles inclined him to wish the 
happiest success to th^ exertions, that, by consecra- 
ting it anew, they pi^rified the church of St Giles from 
the pollution of heretical abomination ; that they per-^ 
formed divine worship in a manner the most solemn 
and impressive ; that they led the clergy to the regular 
performance of their duties, which, it thus appears^ 
from the testimony of on6 of the most zealous friends 
of the papal hierarchy, had been very much ne- 

■* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 318. SpotCiswoode^ B. iii. p. 134. Throk. 
morton, in a letter to Elizabeth, dated at Paris, the 15th of August 
1559, mentions that La Brosae and the bishop of Amiens were to be 
dispatched to Sscotland ; the bishop, hm adds, is gone thither, as well 
commissary from the French king, as to remain there legale from the 
Pope. Forbes, Vol. L p. 90^ 
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Reefed, and that they so powerfully assailed the un* c;hap. 
derstandings of the people, and so eloquently defaid* ^ -y/ ^0 
ed the catholic fiaith, that many who had been per- 
plexed with doubts, were restored to implicit belief 
in its doctrines.* 

This picture, however, is certsdnly too favourably 
drawn. It soon became apparent, from the most 
unequivocal expression of the sentiments entertain- 
ed by the greater part of the inhabitants of Scot- 
land, — a kind of evidence which the most respect- 
able testimony to the momentary influence of dif- 
ferent opinions canned invalidate, — that the reformed 
religion, iiar from losing ground, had been, from the 
period of its introduction, gradually more widely 
embraced, and that it was at this time revered by 
multitudes, who did not leave their common occupa- 
tions to engage in the contest by which its final 
triumph was secured. 

The regent made various attempts to divide the 
lords, to shake the constaincy of some, and to gain 
the support of others ; but she had the mortifica- 
tion to discover that they were most firmly united, and 
determined to promote the great design for which 
they had associated.t Convinced that intrigue was wnUke 
vain, she rested her hopes upon the vigorous pro-*"***^^ 
secution of war, and, strengthened by the powerful 
reinforcements which she had already received, she 



* Leslie^ de Rebus Ge^tis SGOtorum, lib. x. p. 516, 517. 
t Kooz, B. ii. p. 171-173, has given a particular account of these 
attempts. 
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CHAP, fondly anticipated the overthrow of a faction by 
._^y' ,^ which her authority had been so daringly opposed. 
^^^* In this state of mind, she paid no attention to the 
demand of the Congregation, that she would relin- 
quish the scheme of fortifying Leith, but proceed- 
ed to render the fortifications complete. 

The lords, on their part, got possesion of Brough* 
ty castle, a station which secured to them the com- 
mand of the river Tay, and protected £rom fordgn 
attack the important towns of Perth and Dundee.* 
Unintimidated by the formidable additions which 
had been made to the royal army, they resolved to 
besiege Leith ; and they appointed their whole forces 
0ct 15th. to meet at Stirling, that, in one body, they might 
march to Edinburgh. They entered that dty upon 
the eighteenth of October, the same day on which 
the regent, accompanied by the archbishops of St 
Andrews and Glasgow, and the bishop of Dun- 
keld, had, chiefly in consequence of the represen- 
tations of her French ministers, left the palace of 
Holyroodhouse, that she might shi^ herself up in 
Leith.t 

The lords were desirous to make one other effort 
to gain, without violence, the great objects for whkh 
they were contending, and next day they sent to 



*i 



' Knos» B. ih p« 176. Kdtb^ B* t. cb. ix. p. 102» 103. 
t Leslie, Lib. x. p. 518. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 135. Knox, p. 180. 
He says, probably erroneously, that the protestant army entered Edin- 
burgh on the 16th, Calderwood, p. 12. Heylin's History of the Pres- 
byterians, p. 153. Keith, p. 103. 

1 
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the regent what they entitled their second admoni- chaf. 
tion. As it lays open the views of the Congrega- v^^^,^ 
tion, and shews that the love of liberty no less oct 1^9*. 
powerfiiUy influenced them than zeal for religion, ^(jf^^Jf 
I shall here insert it. " It will please your grace ^«*<*'^ 
to call to your remembrance, how, at our last con. 
vention at Hamilton, we required your highness, in 
our most humble manner, to desist from fortifying 
the town of Leith, which appeared to us, and yet 
does, to be the entry to a conquest and the over- 
throw of our liberties, and altogether against the 
laws and customs of the country, seeing it was be- 
gun, and yet continues, without the consent and 
advice of the nobility and council of this realm. 
Wherefore now, as before, according to our duty 
to tbk our commonwealth, we most humbly re* 
quire your grace tb c^use your strangers and sol- 
diers whatsoever, to depart from this said town of 
Ldth^ and open the same, not only to the inhabi- 
tants, but to all Scotchmen, our sovereign lady's 
fieges ; assuring your highness that, if refusing the 
same, you declare thereby your evil mind towards 
the commonwealth and liberty of this realm, we 
will, agreeably to our former intimation, appeal to 
the whole npbiUty and commons of this realm. And 
according to the oath which we have sworn for the 
maintenance of the commonwealth, in all manner 
of things to us possible, we will provide remedy 
therefore, requiring most humbly your grace's an- 
swer in haste by the bearer, because in our eyes the 
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CHAP, act continually proceeds, declaring a detenninatioxx 
>_ /' _ nf conquest, which is dreaded of all men, and not 
^^^' without cause. And this, after a humble comment 
dation of our service, we pray Almighty God to 
have your grace in his eternal tuition.''* 
j^g^iig;^ This letter plainly shews, that whatever might 
<v»it have been the original views of the Congregation, 
they were at this time very much actuated by anx* 
iety for the liberty of their country. They plead 
the cause of the commonwealth, appeal to the no- 
bility and commons, that is, to the tvhole body of 
the people, and inanuate that it belonged to that 
body to decide upon the conduct and fate of thar 
rulers. They consid^ the increase of the French 
forces as indicating an intention of conquering Scot- 
land, and they stand forth as the sworn defenders 
of the independence which they were entitled to 
enjoy. This was the language of men who had 
broken the fetters of despotism, and who had cast 
away the tame servility with which the human race 
has so often and so long submitted to wear these 
fetters, without reflecting upon the folly or the ini- 
quity of those by whom they had been imposed. 

The science of government may from this period 
be considered as having assumed in Scotland a new 
form— or rather, the true principles upon which that 
science rests were discovered. This discovery was 
the natural effect of the reformati<ni in religioa 

* Knox, B. iJ. p. 181. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 318. Spottiswoode» 
B. ill. p. 135. Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. 99. 
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Which preceded it. It was almost impossible to chap. 
combat the rigid oppression of spiritual tyranny^v ^"' 
without being led to attend to what constituted it 
tyrannical, and without becoming familiar with that 
right to private judgment which the very gift of 
reason implies ; and implicated as the civil power 
was with the ecclesiastical, both were perceived to 
have assumed a jurisdiction incompatible with, the 
salutary purposes for which all government has 
been or should have been instituted. But although 
the axioms of just policy would not probably at this 
period have become known in Scodand^ had not 
religious zeal fortunately conducted to them, they 
were no sooner clearly announced, than they became 
independent of ecclesiastical innovations ; because 
they approve themselves to the right reason of every 
human being, and may thus, wherever corrupt go- 
vernments do not proscribe them, be the guides 
even of those who have not emancipated themselves 
from the influence of superstition. 

The manly and determined representation of the 
lords, at a time when the regent probably expected 
that they would be sunk in dejection, seems to have 
involved her and her council iii considerable per- 
plexity. She detained the messenger who w^s the 
t>earer of the letter, certainly with the design of his 
carrying a reply to it ; but after waiting the whole 
'day, he was dismissed with a general declaration 
that an answer should be sent.* 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 181. Spottiswoode> B. iiL p. 135. 
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CHAP. The defection of the Duke of Chatelherault from 
the royal cause naturally excited much speculation^ 



"V 

1559. 



Specula.* and it was widely rumoured, not without the ap- 
fiSmtST"^ probation of the regent, that he designed to raise 
^S"*" himself or his son to the throne.* The specula- 



^ *® tion had that, degree of probability which inclined 
many to consider it as founded on truth. The duke 
had been declared the second person in the king- 
dom, and, failing Mary, or her descendants, the heir 
of the crown ; and it was hence supposed, that, agree* 
ably to his protestation against conferring the ma- 
trimonial crown upon the dauphin, he had become 
apprehensive, that if the influence of France were 
fvL'Ay established, the succession, whatever might be 
the fete of Mary, would be closed to him. 
His puWic It was, however, of much iraport?mce to the lords 
S^mST" *^^ ^^* s^ch reports should be discredited. They 
wished to be, regarded, not as impelled by private 
considerations, but as defending the cause and vin« 
dicating the rights of their fellow-subjects. The 
duke accordingly, on the same day upon which the 
lords dispatched their remonstrance to the regent, 
published a deed, vindicating himsdif from the as* 
persion which had been cast upon him. In that 
deed, " he solemnly, and there can be no doubt 
sincerely, professed that neither he nor his son had 
ever entertained the idea imputed to them; that 
moved partly by a regard to religion, and partly by 

* Knox, p. 181 9 compared with the tenor of a prodsODation bj 
the regent, inserted in p. 173, 174, of bis bistoiy. 
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hi$ anxiety for the happiness and independence of the chap. 
people of Scotland, he had united himself with the . ^"'^ 
men who laboured to secure them ; and he caution* ^^^' 
ed all against giving credit to what had been circu- 
lated, for the purpose of keeping from them those 
blessings, in the acquisition of which the whole 
community was so deeply interested.*" 

On the twenty-first of October, the regent sent Regent 
Robert Forman, lyon king at arms, with a short ^^^ 
letter, and a message to the lords. She acknow-^^^^j^ 
ledged that she had received the remonstrance ^|^ 
which they had addressed to her ; ^^ which appeareth 
to us," she proceeded, ** rather to have come from 
a prince to his subjects, than from subjects to those 
invested with supreme authority." She then refer- 
red them to Forman for further information re- 
specting her sentiments and intentions. He stated 
to the lords, that the regent wondered that any 
should presume to command her in that kingdom, 
which needed not to be conquered by force, as it 
was already conquered by marriage ; that French- 
men could not justly be called strangers, as they 
were naturalized ; and therefore, that she would 
neither make the town patent, nor send any men 
away but as she thought expedient. She accused 
the duke of violating his promise } she made a long 
protestation of her love for the commonwealth of 
Scotland } and in the end commanded, under pain 

* Knox, B. li. p. 181> 182. Spottiswoode, B. iil p« 135« Keith^ 
B. i. ch. ix. p. 103. 
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CHAP, of treason, all who adhered to the duke and the 
w-v-L/ Congregation, to depart from the town of Edin- 
^- burgh.* 

The lords having heard this explicit intimation 
of the intentions of the regent, detained the messen- 
Oct. 21st ger till they had prepared an answer ; and a coun* 
r^^ dl of the leading men of the party was immediately 
summoned. In this council Lord Ruthven preside 
ed. He addressed the assembly, and after expatiat- 
ing upon the obstinate determination of the queen- 
regent to adhere to the measures which the Con- 
gregation had condemned, he concluded by saying, 
that it was now time to consider what other method 
than that of remonstrance should be adopted. It is 
probable that he and his friends had before resolved 
upon the bold measure which they were to sanction; 
but sensible that reverence for the soverdgn was far 
from being extinguished in the breasts of many of 
their followers, they saw the necessity of proceeding 
with the utmost caution, and of neglecting no means 
to prevent the operation of the loyal spirit, which 
could not fail to be shocked with the daring out- 
rage which they were to commit against the regent's 
Fropoeeto authority. Ruthveu, after finishing his oration, pro- 
f^^fi^ posed, as the question upon which they were to de- 

hcrantfaori- 

^* * This is the plain accoant given by Knox of the message deh'ver* 

ed from the regent^ and there can be little doubt of his having beea 
accurately acquainted with the truth. The reader may see the mes^ 
sage expanded, with much eloquence, by Buchanan, in Lib. xvi. p. 318» 
319, of his history; and Spottiswoode has taken from this historiaa 
the account which he gives, p. 135, 196. 
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liberate, " whether she, who had so contemptuously ^ "tf* 
refused the humble requests of the bom counsellors *— v — 
of the realm, she also being only a regent, whose Oct sist. 
pretences threatened to subvert the liberty of the 
commonwealth, should be permitted so tyrannically 
to domineer over them.'** 

This question brought at once before the council 2?^*^"!*y 
the scheme of deposing the regent, or of suspend- ment. 
ing her authority; and very different sentiments 
were avowed upon the right, or the expediency of 
doing so. Some were of opinion, that it would be 
in the highest degree dangerous and unconstitu- 
tional. They contended, that there v^is no prece* 
dent which could justify it ; that eyery suspension 
of a regent in former times had taken plac^ in the 
name of the sovereign } and that it would be in £ict 
a subversion of the government, if papt of the no- 
bility, not only without the queen^s concurrence, but 
in express opposition to what they knew was her 
inclination, should suspend her representative from 
the exercise of that authority which she had recei- 
ved from the princess who sat on the throne.f 

The defenders of the measure, in reply, rested it 
upon this ground, that she was only a regent ; that 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 183. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 186. Keith, B. u 
ch. ix. p. 104. Buraet's Hist. <^ the Reforiuatioo, Vol. II. p. 411. 
Collier's Ecclesiastical Hist Vol, II. p. 459. Heylin's Hist, of the 
Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 151. 

t SpottisM'oode, B. iii. p. 1S6. Keith, B. i. ch. ix. p. 104. CoU 
lier's Eccl. Hipt. Vol. II. p. 459. 

VOL. II. N 
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CHAP, her appovtttment to that high office must be sup- 
■_ ^ '_• posed to have been intended to promote the good 
Oct llsl of the nation; and that when she pursued policy evi- 
dently prejudicial to it, she might be prohibited 
from continuing to exert authority, which the queen, 
as they were bound to believe, would not wish to be 
abused,* 

As there was little probability that they would be 
unanimous, the lords who had resolved to proceed 
Against the regent, wished to have their conduct 
sanctioned by the approbation of the ministers who 
were most revered by the people, and whose deci- 
sion would powerfully influence many who could 
not judge for themselves. Knox and Willock were 
accordingly asked to deliver their sentiments ; a re- 
quest with which they readily complied, convinced 
as they were, that the success of the reformation, in 
which they were so keenly and so laudably inte- 
rested, was intimately connected with the vigorous 
efforts which the associated lords would, after this 
act of suspension, be, as they thought, compelled to 
make.t 
Opinion of WiUock laid down, with great perspicuity, the ge- 
neral maxims upon which his opinion was founded. 
He affirmed, that although magistrates were ap- 
pointed by God, and derive^ their power from him. 



* Spottiswoode, Keith, and Collier, as last quoted. 

t Knox, B. ii. p. 183. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 136. Heylin's 
Hist, of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 153. Collier's EccK Hist. Vol II. 
p. 459. 
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yet that power was limited by his holy word ; that chap. 
as subjects were commanded to obey their magis-< 



««e„ magU^us were enjoined » perfonn «r«u.<J^ 
duties to their subjects j and that although God had 
appointed magistrates to be his vicegerents upon 
earth, he never did establish them so, as that they 
might not, for just causes, be deposed. After con- 
firming these propositions by various examples 
from Scripture, he drew this conclusion with re- 
gard to the particular case of the regent, " that 
since she had violated her duty to the subjects, which 
duty was impartially to administer justice, to pre- 
serve their liberty from the invasion of strangers, 
and to suffer them to have God's word freely 
preached among them-r-since she was herself an ob- 
stinate idolater and supporter of superstition, and 
since she had despised the counsel of the nobility, 
he saw no reason why the born counsellors, nobility, 
and barons of the realm, might not deprive her of all 
authority/** 

Here the doctrine of resistance is plainly avowed, obsem- 
and as plainly defended; a doctrine theoretically itT"^^ 
true, and resting upon the most obvious dictates of 
reason j yet the application of which to existing go- 
vernments, is, at all times, in the highest degree ha^ 
zardous. No question can be conceived more deli- 
cate, th^ whether, in any particular instance, there 

* ^noXy B. ii. p. 183. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 136. Keitby B. i. 
ch. IX. p. lOi, 
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CHAP subsists that severity of oppression, the removal of 
which can by no evils be too dearly purchased. 
Were man uniformly guided, as he often flatters 
himself that he is, by reason and truth, the question 
might, with the utmost safety, be freely discussed, 
and the proper answer to it steadily and unceas- 
ingly inculcated. But he does not come calmly to 
the discussion ; his judgment is in much danger of 
being biassed by the feelings which imaginary or 
real despotism had excited, and what still more dis« 
qualifies him for such an inquiry, his passions, his 
pride, his self-love, and his anxiety to shew his power, 
are generally called into action. Although, then, in 
the present state of human nature, almost every at- 
tempt to carry the doctrine of resistance into exe- 
cution, is, as experience has too strongly illustrated, 
to be avoided, and although it should be stated with 
the utmost caution, yet it ought never to be forgotten 
that it is true. The knowledge of its truth cannot 
fail to exert a most salutary influence upon the 
conduct of rulers, and upon the whole fabric of go- 
vernment J for there are extreme cases, when e\ea 
the most strenuous advocate of passive obedience 
must revolt from his principle, and there is a degree 
of tyranny to which the human race ought never to 
submit. It may, however, certainly be doubted, 
whether there was any occasion to have recourse to 
the doctrine in Scotland ; and perhaps it is to be re- 
gretted, since no change was produced by ic in the re- 
lative strength of parties, that thert;formers took a step 
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dictated by principles so readily abused, and which, chap. 
if not most carefully directed, would spread over v . .^w 
society the most deplorable misery. 

Knox, although he decidedly approved the gene- oct xiit. 
ral principles of his friend, was more strongly im- Knox. 
pressed than Willock had been with the dangerous 
nature of the ground upon which they were treading. 
His vigorous understanding could not be so far blind- 
ed by his zeal as to lead him to pronounce an unre- 
stricted judgment, and he therefore added several 
limitations, which put the question upon rather a 
safer foundation. He declared, *^ that the iniquity 
and disorder of the queen regent ought in nowise to 
withdraw their hearts, or the hearts of other sub- 
jects, from the obedience due to their sovereign ; 
that if they deposed the regent rather from malice 
and from envy, than from regard to the common- 
wealth, and from conviction that her sins were in- 
curable, they would not escape God's just judg- 
ment, howsoever she had deserved rejection from 
honours ;*' and he required that no such sentence 
should be pronounced against her, ^Vbutthat, upon 
known and open repentance, and upon her conver- 
sion to the commonwealth, and submission to the 
nobility, place should be granted to her of regress 
to the same honours of which for just causes she 
might be deprived.''* 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 183. See also, for observations upon these opi- 
nions, Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 137. Keith, B. i. ch. ix. p. 106. Hej*- 
lin's Hist, of the Reformation, «d Part, p. 125. Do, History of Pren- 
byterians, p. 155. 
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CHAP. The opinions of these divines had the full effect 
'_ ^'_,whirh the lords who requested them had expected, 
octf 21st Every objection was silenced, and when the ,ques- 
tion was put, all gave their assent that the regent 
should be suspended.* 
Act of The lords immediately framed an act of suspen« 

oTm°' sion, which they proclaimed next day at the cross 
of Edinburgh. In that act, which was subscribed 
in this general manner, " by us the nobles and 
commons of the protestants of the church of Scot- 
land,'* they detailed the reasons of their revolt 
from the regent. They stated, " that she had pur- 
sued the barons and other inhabitants of the king- 
dom with open hostility, in violation of law, or 
without any judicial sentence having been pronoun- 
ced against them ; that she had infringed the pri- 
vileges of boroughs in the election of their magis- 
trates ; that, without the advice of the nobility, she 
had introduced foreign troops ; that she had placed 
garrisons in various towns to harass the inhabitants ; 
that she had coined base money, to the impoverish- 
ment of the realm ; that she had conferred upon a 
stranger the distinguished office of keeper of the 
great seal ; that she sent by this man the great seal 
out of the country, and by his means altered the 
old laws and customs of the country j for all which 
reasons they, after in vain attempting every other 

* Knox, p. 184. Spottiswoode, p. 137. Calderwood, p. 19. For 
the opinions of WiUock and Knox, with some remarks upon tbem» 
oonsult Wodrow's life of Knox, so often quoted, in the 6th Vol. of 
the MSS. of that accurate historian, p. 101. 

9 
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remedy, had, in name and authority of their sove- chap. 
i'eign lord and lady, suspended the commission », ■■■^■'■^ 
granted to her, divesting her of all authority, till ^*^' 
next meeting of parliament, held with their consent ; 
and prohibited all officers and others, who had 
acted under her authority, to exercise their func- 
tions."* 

On the subsequent day they addressed to theoctasa. 
regent, and sent to her with her herald, the follow- Jf^*^ 
ing intimation of what they had done. " Please "^^^ 
your grace, we have received your answer, and 
heard the credit of lyon king of arms j whereby we 
gather sufficiently your perseveration in evil mind 
towards us, the glory of God, our commonwealth, 
and Uberty of our native country, for saving of the 
which, according to. our duties, we have, in our so- 
vereign lord and lady's name, suspended your com- 
mission, and all the administration of the policy your 
grace may pretend thereby } being most assuredly 
persuaded that your proceedings are directly con- 
trary to our sovereign lord and lady's will, whom 
we ever esteem to be for the weal, and not for the 
hurt of this our commonwealth. And as your 
grace will not acknowledge us, our sovereign lord 
and lady's true barons and lieges, for your subjects, 
no more will we acknowledge you for any regent 



* Knox, B. ii p. 184-186, has inserted this act at length. See 
also Spottiswoode» B. iii. p. 137. Caiderwood, p. 12. Burnet's Hist, 
of the Reformation in England, Vol II. p. 412. He^lin's History of 
the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. 1^4. 
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CHAF'. <Sr lawful magistrate unto us, seeing if any autho-^ 
'^rity you have, by reason of our sovereigns' commis- 
sion granted unto your grace, the same, for most 
weighty reasons, is worthily suspended by us, by 
name and authority of our sovereigns, \^ose coun- 
cil we are,' of native Wrtb, in thfe aflfairs of this oiu- 
commonwealth. And for as much as we are de- 
termined, with the hazard of our lives, to set that 
town at liberty wherein you have most wronjgfuliy 
planted your soldiers and strangers, for the reve- 
rence which we owe to your person, as the mother* 
of oiir sOVi^reign lady, we require your grace to 
transport your person therefrom, seeing we are 
constrained, by the necessity of the cl3mm6nwealth, 
to force the same by arms, being denied the liberty 
thereof, by sundry requests made before. Your 
grace would cause depart with you out of the said 
town any person having commission of ambassadrie,^ 
if ^nf such there b^, or of lieutenantship of our 
sovereigns, together with all Frenchmen, soldiers,; 
being within the same, whose blood we thirst not, 
because of the old amity and friendship bietween' 
the realm of France and us, which amity, by the oc- 
casion of the marriage of our sovereign lady to the 
king of that realm, should rather increase than de- 
crease. And this we pray your grace and them^ 
both to do, within the space of twenty-four hours> 
for the reverence which we owe unto your persons* 
And thus recommending our humble service to ydur 
grace, we commit your highness to the eternal pro- 
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tecrion oif God. At Edinburgh, the twenty-third of chaf. 
October, by your grace's humble servitors/** w-y - 

^ * Koox, B. ii. p. 186, 187. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 319. Keithy 
p. 105. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 137, 138. Crawford's collection of 
papers respecting Scotland, from onginals in the Cotton Library, 
Vol. L p. i45. This valuable collection^ which is in manuscript, con- 
sists of three folio volumes. It is a very scarce book, and I thought 
myself singularly fortunate in finding a splendid copy of it in the lib- 
rary founded by the late Lord Gardenstone in the village of Laurence- 
kirk. In the .Cot0n Library, Caligula^ B. x. there is a list of the 
cpupcil which managed the affiurs of the Congregation, and of the 
vrbole earls and barons from whom the council was elected, which I 
transcribe from Crawford. ** The council, having the authority unto 
the next parliament, created by common election of the earls, lords, 
and barons conveened at Edinburgh, of the protestant faction, consist* 
ed of the lord duke*s grace> and with him the Earl of Arran, the Earl 
of Argyll, the Eairl of Glencaim, James of St Andrews,, the Lord 
Ruthven, the master of Maxwell, Tullibardine, the laird of Dun, the 
laird of Pittarrow, and the provost of Dundee, for the burrows. The 
names of the whole twenty*nine earls* lords, and barrens, out of which 
the fore-named ten counsellors were chosen, (the provost of Dundee 
held the place of counsellor from his office) : 





My lord Duke. 




Earls. 


Lords, 


Baronu 


Arran, 


L. Arskin, 


Laird of Tulhhardine^ 


Eglinton, 


L. Ruthven, 


of Glenorchy. 


Arg^U, 


L. Hume. 


ofLundy. 


Rothes, 


L. Athens, 


of 


Morton, 


L. Prior. 


of Dun. 


Glencairn, 


Livingston. 


Laurieston. 


Marischal, 


-Mr of Maxwell, 


Cunningham* 


Sutherland, 


Boyd, 


Calder. 




Ochfltree, 


Pittarrow. 



Provosts of Edinburgh, St Andrews, Dundee. 
With respect to Lord Athens, Keith has collected the following in» 
formation. This was Alexander Gordon, son to the Lord Gordon by 
his lady, a natural daughter of King James IV. He was bred to 
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CHAP. Whatever opinion may be entertained respecting 

V ,^-1^ the suspension of the regent, it will be readily ad-^ 

Heit^ mitted that the letter of intimation is most cau- 
imimati^n- tiously and most ably written. Far from openly 
avowing in it their independence of their sovereign, 
the lords represent themselves as only anticipating 
what they were convinced she herself would have 
esteemed necessary. They do not burst forth into 
that abusive language which some of their adhe- 
rents had been accustomed to pour out upon the 
regent, but they express the utmost reverence for 
her person, and the greatest anxiety that she might 
not suffer from the measures which they had re- 
solved to pursue. Even when speaking of France, 
they shew much delicacy. They insist, indeed, 
upon the removal of the troops belonging to that 
nation, but they soften this, by dwelling upon the 
ancient alliance with Scotland, and by representing 
the union of Francis and Mary as a new ground for 
that cordiality and that attachment between the two 
nations which had so long subsisted. 

But amidst this moderation in the style and man- 
ner of the intimation, there is the utmost decision ; 
and no room is left for suspecting that they would 



the church, and after the death of Dunbar, archbishop of Glasgow, 
he was named as his successor to that see. But James Beaton, the 
abbot of Aberbrothick, having greater interest at Rome, was conse- 
crated archbisliop anno 1552. However, the pope bestowed on Gor- 
don the empty title of archbishop of Athens ; wliich title he retained,, 
although he had been made bishop of the Isles the year after. 
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relinquish the objects which they had pledged them- chap. 
selves to accomplish, for they unequivocally declare ^ '_ 
their resolution to rally round the independence of ^^^^' 
their country, and to defend that independence 
even with their lives. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEENTH. 



Resources of the Congregation not commensurate to the 
boldness of their proceedings, . . .Lords not disheartened 
. • . .Histoi^ of their correspondence with England, . . . 
Papers of Cecil upon the state of Scotland^ and upon 
the consequent policy of England, . . .Lords besiege Leith 
. . . »Diffiadties, . . • Timidity qftheZhJce, , . .Firmness of 
some of the Lords. . . .They cannot raise money in Scot- 
land, . . .Apply again to England. . . .Money sent and in^ 
tercepted by the Earl of Bothwell. • . .Congregation de- 
feated. . . .Dismayed. . . .Intrepidity of the Prior and the 
Earl of Arran, . . .Maitland of Lethington joins the 
Cofigregation. . . .They retire to Stirling in despondency 
. . . .They sink in thepiMic estimation. . . ^Eloquence and 
fortitude of Knox. . . ^Effects produced by them. . . .The 
Lords resolve to state their situation to Elizabeth^ and 
to request pawerfid assistance. . . .Secret correspondence 
of Knox mth the G&oemor of Berwick. :. .English 
Council had resolved to support the Congregation. . . • 
Protestants leave Stirling. 

CHAP. When we turn from the vigorous measures of the 
vJ-^^-L^ protestant council, to contemplate the means which, 
October! at the time of their resolving upon these measures^ 
Murcesof ^^^ possessed for carrying them into execution, we 
the Con- must be struck with the boldness, or even the 
not com- rashness, which they displayed* The lords had in- 
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deed a degree of influence over their adherents, chap. 

which, in modem times, is not possessed by the , ^.^ 

greatest' families j but still it Was limited. These ^^^^^^ 
men, however attached to their chiefs, could not.J^']*® 

• ^ ' ^ ' 'boldness 

without much inconvenience, belong absent from of tij«r 

, proceed* 

their usual occupations ; and when they were em-ings. 
bodied, they required supplies for themselves, and 
for those who depended upon them, which the 
scanty revenues of the nobles of Scotland could not 
for any considerable time afford. In the commence- 
ment of Mary's reign, the poverty of the Scotish 
barons filled Sadler, the English ambassador, with 
amazement. He was constantly assailed by the 
most earnest petitions for pecuniary aid from his 
master j and when, from the decided part which the 
government at length took against Henry, he was 
instructed to leave Edinburgh, and take up his re- 
sidence with the noblemen attached to England, he 
replied, that it was impossible, for so mean were 
their houses, and so confined their accommodation, 
that none of them could receive him,* Nothing had 
occurred since that time to increase, in any great 
degree, the revenues of the nobles ; and accord- 
ingly they had soon to struggle with the formidable 

* Sadler's Letters, passim, and particular!)' his letter to Lord Suf- 
folk, date(^ 29th Nov. 1543, p. 416 of the manuscript copy of bis 
letters. The domains of the nobles were, in many cases, \ery exten- 
sive ; they conid thus support with rude hospitality numbers of their 
followers, but they had no money; and thus, when absent from their 
houses, soon felt the want of supplies. 
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CHAP, difficulties which arose from their inability to fulfil 

XIII* • • 

r their engagements to their troops. 

As there was thus a radical defect in the very 
constitution pf the protestant forces, there was a 
defect no less depressing in what was essential for 
the vigorous prosecution of hostilities. The regent 
was not only in possession of most of the strong- 
holds in Scotland, but she had also almost the 
whole heavy artillery, and the instruments requi- 
site for conducting a siege. The Congregation, 
however eager to signalize their valour, thus found 
an invincible obstacle to their immediate success in 
the situation of the town of Leith, from which they 
had warned the mother of their sovereign to de- 
part.** 

h°^^k ^^^* notwithstanding these circumstances, the 
effect of which was increased by the constant ap- 
prehension or suspicion of being betrayed by some 
who affected to espouse their cause,t the associat- 
ed Lords proceeded with the energy, which they 
had of late so strikingly displayed ; and they had no 

Oct. 25. sooner suspended the authority with which the re- 
gent had been invested, than they required all 
French and Scotch forces to march out of Leith, 
and leave that town as in a period of peace. ;( 



* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 318. Leslie, de Rebus Gestls Scotorum 
Lib. X. p. 5ia 

t Knox, B. ii. p. 188. Spottiswoode, B. liL p. 138. 

:J: Knox, B. ii. p. 187, has inserted the summons, which reflecta 
much credit upon the temper and good sense of those who composed 
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This summons was treated by the royal party chap. 
with the contempt which it was not unnatural for < — ..-i^ 
them to feel, and some skirmishing, but with little 
loss on either side, soon took place.* Before, how* 
ever, detailing the more important military events 
which succeeded, and delineating the aspect which 
the contest assumed, it is necessary to bring into view 
what powerfully influenced both, and to trace that 
connection with England, which was early formed 
by the Congregation, which became every day 
closer, and the prospect of which, or the conviction 
that the most beneficial consequences would result 
from it, had a great effect in producing that reso- 
lute firmness with which the lords had acted. 

In several of the proclamations which the regent History of 
addressed to her subjects, she had positively affirm- gj^na^T 
ed that a secret and traitorous correspondence with^^^°*" 
England had been carried on by her enemies j and 
it has been already observed, that to this charge no 
answer was given. The fact could not be denied ; 
and the Congregation were, for many reasons, re- 
luctant to bring it into view, or to attempt any 
defence. They continued, however, to negotiate ; 
and the alliance which, in consequence, was ulti- 
mately framed, will be best explained by unfolding 
the policy which inclined Elizabeth to support 



it. Spottiswoode, 6. iii. p. 138. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 319. Ci\U 
derwood, p. 12. Keith, B. I cb. x. p. 108. 
t Knox and Spqttiswoode, as last quoted. 
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t'HAP. them, and .by examining the communications made 
, -^ w to her ministers, and the motives by which they were 
actuated. 

Akhough Elizabeth had, upon the death of her 
sister, been called, by the unanimous voice of both 
houses of parliament, to ascend the throne, her 
situation was far from being secure. The tyrannical 
measures of her father had produced a very general 
apparent compliance with his religious sentiments, 
and the mild administration of her brother had 
^ really attached numbers to the reformation; but 
under the reign of Mary, it became evident that 
multitudes were devoted to the ancient faith, and 
had rejoiced in an opportunity of safely reuniting 
themselves to the catholic church. 

In the estimation of this great part of her sub- 
jects, Elizabeth's title to the throne was radically de- 
fective. Maintaining, as they did, that the divorce 
of Henry from Catharine, his first wife, was, from 
its not being sanctioned by the Pope, totally invalid, 
they regarded all his children by his subsequent 
marriages as illegitimate, and as, of course, constitu- 
tionally excluded from the succession. Upon this 
supposition, the queen of Scotland was the lineal 
and nearest heir to the English monarchy. Her 
right accordingly was acknowledged by some of 
the most considerable of the nobility, and she soon 
shewed that she had no aversion to bring forward 
her claims to this powerful kingdom. Immediate- 
ly after the peace of Cambray, she assumed, by the 
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advice of her father-in-law the kittg of France, the chap. 
title and the arms of queen of England j and her «. 



->r* 



uncles did not scruple to declare, that she ought, in ^^^^- 
justice, to wear the crown which she so clearly in- 
herited. Elizabeth remonstrated against this con* 
duct, so inconsistent with that spirit of peace which 
had been so lately avowed ; but when her ambassa^ 
dors expostulated, they recdved only general and 
evasive answers. Although every intention of in- 
terfering with her possession of the crown was dis- 
claimed, yet the anxiety and diligence wixh which 
the French court increased their armies in Scotland, 
naturally excited the suspicion that Mary's right 
would be prosecuted ; and that, when a proper sea- 
son arrived, England would be attacked from the 
native dominions of that princess. It was of ^reat 
importance to Elizabeth to prevent such an attack, 
and, if possible, ta render it impracticable ; and 
hence the most obvious policy, independently of 
Jher attachment to the protestant religion, pointed 
out to her the wisdom of invigorating the efforts of 
men, who were, from principle, engaged in war with 
the government of Scotland, and wkh the merce- 
nary troops which, ;^t a subsequent period, might 
be employed to assail her own throne.* 

* Camden's Annals of English and Irish affiurs dturiog the reign of 
Elizabeth : London edition of 1^15» p. 41-43. Stowe's Annals, p. 
640, 641. Strype's Annals, second edition. Introduction, Vol. I. 
p. 89. Acta Regia, Vol. IV. p. 10-16. Rapin's Hist of England, 
folio edition, Vol. II* p. 68* Meinoires de Michel de CastetnaUi api|d. 
VOL. ^p O 
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CHAP. Soon after his arrival in Scotland. Knox, whose 

XIII. 

— -y-^comprehensive mind at once discerned the tie which 
should bind Elizabeth and the lords of the Congre* 
gation in strict union, advised that a negotiation with 
England should be commenced. After the con* 
vention in the neighbourhood of Cupar, and while 
he was residing in St Andrews, being engaged with 
Kircaldy of Grange in earnest conversation up<m 
the situation of the protestants, both were for a 
moment appalled as they contemplated the difficul- 
ty of their enterprize, and their inability to perse- 
vere if the contest should be protracted. Knox at 
length said, if England would discern her own inte- 
rest, and would attend to the danger which also 
threatens her, she would not suffer us to perish in 
this quarrel, for France has resolved upon the con- 
quest of England as well as of Scotland. • 

This opened a new and a brighter prospect. 
After they had maturely considered the subject, 
they determined to act upon the suggestion which 
had been started. Grange wrote to Sir Harry Percy, 
afterwards Earl of Northumberland ; and in an in- 
terview which followed, he stated the matter so 
forcibly, that Percy conceived it to be his duty to 
July, submit the proposals of the Congregation to Cecil, 

Jeb^, Vol. IT. p. 446. Maria Stuarta Innocens,&c apud Jebb, Vol. I, 

. p. S86, ser. 

* Knox's Histor)', B. iii. p. 207, where there is a full and interest- 
ing occourit of the first correspondence with England. Wodrow's 
MSS. Vol. VI. p. 90, 91. 
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the entightened and able secretary of Elizabeth, cum*. 
This profound statesman, aware of what might be wl.,^^ 
the result of the application which had been made ^^'^^' 
to Percy, laid his communication before the coun- 
cil ; and he soon returned an answer, approving, in 
general terms, of the intentions of the lords, but 
requesting more minute information to enable him 
to determine in what manner it would be prudent 
to act. In consequence of this, the lords addressed J«iy i7tb. 
to him a memorial, in which they solemnly declared, 
that their only purpose was to advance the glory of 
Jesus Christ, and the true preaching of his gospel 
in Scotland ; to remove superstition and idolatry ; 
to restrain the fury of those who had cruelly shed 
the blood of their brethren ; and to the uttermost 
to maintain the liberty of their country from the 
tyranny and dominion of strangers. They express^ 
ed their hope that they would be enabled to accom- 
plish, these praiseworthy ends^ and they assured 
Cecil that they would cordially exert themselves to 
preserve lasting peace between the two nations of 
Britain. . With this public dispatch, Knox wrote 
both to the secretary, with whom be had former- 
)y corresponded, 9nd to Elizabeth herself.^ 



* Knox, B. Hi. p. 207-212. Mackenzie's Life of Knox» in Vol. Sd 
jof his Lives, p. lU* In JCno^'s History, his letter to the queen id 
dated the 28th of ^uly. Tins probably if a mistake of the press, as 
i% is tncntionecj tl^at t^e letter was sent off with the memorial of the 
lordi, which was d^ted on the l^th of July. The date of the queen's 
letter we may suppose ^o l^ye beieu the 18th; the chief object pf it 
was to obtain permission to visit the north of England. Now this 

4 
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CHAP. The memorial so fax removed the doubts which 
XII!. i^^j 1^^^ entertained of the intentions or the steadi* 
ness of the Congregation, as to convince the £ng« 
lish council that it was proper to be more explicit* 
Indeed Cecil had previously intinutted, that he 
wished to have a personal interview with Knox at 
Stamford, the object of which was to procure in* 
formation, and to encourage the lords; but the 
regent's success, after leaving Dunbar, detained the 
reformer in Scotland. As soon, howev^, as he 
could safely leave the kingdom, he went to £ng« 
land ; and when he was at Berwick, where, by the 
advice of Sir James Crofts, the governor, he private- 
ly remained for a few days, he received a letter, in 
which Cecil expressed his surprise that the int^* 
view had not taken place ; and without explaining 
himself, merely hinted his desure to converse with 
Knox, or some other person, duly authorized, 
upon the important topics which were in agitation. 
The sanguine hopes c^ the lords were much de* 
pressed by this cold and general reply. Several of 
them were so much convinced that no assistanice 
would be given to them, as to prqx)se that no 
more applications should be made to the English 
council. Knox, with great judgpiept, combated 

.permission had been gmnted before the SSth, fpr on that day Cecil 
wrote, expressing his inability to explain why an interview between 
him and Knox, which had been proposed, had not taken place. With- 
out attending to this correction of the date, the reader will find the 
Narration in Knox, and other writers, quite uninteDigible. 
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diis rash «ad despondixig proposidon ; and having chap. 
obtained peroussicHi to reply to Cedl^ he placed J^^'l 
the importance and necessity of aid from England j^' 
in 80 striking a l%ht, th«t an inunediate intimation 
was made to die lords, that they should receive from 
die governor of Berwick a supply of money ; and 
that if they adhered to the professions which they 
had made, and entered into an alliance with Eng- 
land, they should want neither men nor money 
for the accomplishment of their just designs. Up- 
on getting this most acceptable and seasonable in- 
telligence, they sent one of their confidendal agents 
to Berwick and got a supply, that enabled them 
to answer the demands by which they had been 
closely pressed.* 

It might have been concluded, even from what 
has been already stated, that the ministers of Eliza- 
beth very early were convinced that it was expe« 
dient to assist the reformers in Scotland j but this 
has been placed beyond all doubt by various papers 
which have been discovered. In the Cotton Library Pt^^en of 
there are two papers upon the afiairs of Scotland, 
written by Cecil himself, which shew that he had 

* Knox, B. ill. p. dl4. It is evident from the narration of Knox 
that this payment of money was difierent from the one to Cockbom, 
which will soon be mentioned^ aiKl that it was made in consequence 
of orders from England. Yet most of the writers^ Spottiswoode, Keith/ 
&c« have not adverted to this, and have taken no notice of the trans- 
action recorded in the text. The part which Knox took in the first 
correspondence with England probably saved the Congr^ation from 
destructbn. 
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CHAP, bestowed upon this subject much attentioti, and had 
« — v^ weighed, with the utmost deliberation, both sidiesr of 
Dat^* the question. The first is entitled, *^ A memorial 
Aug. sth. ^f certain points meet for the restoring the realm 
of Scotland to the ancient weale/* This memorial 
might have be^n dtaWn up either for the informa- 
tion of the council, or to be communicated to the 
Congregation, as Stating the conditions upon which 
the English government was inclined to assist them. 
It is written with great ability, displays profound 
political knowledge, and is full of the justest sen- 
timents respecting the real iilfeifest of Scotland* 
Having laid down the principle that the greatest fe- 
licity which Scotland could enjoy. Would be the 
consequence either of maintaining perpetual peace 
with England, or of both kingdoms being united^ 
as has since happily taken place, the secretary con- 
siders ill what way such a peace as he had men^ 
tioned might be established. He assumes, as es- 
sentiaHo it, that Scotland should be completely ia- 
dependent of France, the ancient enemy of Eng- 
land ; which it was iiot at the period when he wrote, 
and which could not be expecteA till a native of 
Scotland, residing in the country, swayed the sceptre. 
He then states the policy which, in his estimation, 
should be pursued while the marriage of the French 
king and Mary continued, or while she remained 
. in France ; advising that the next heirs to the 
throne being in the country, should watch over the 
interest of the crown, while the nobility and gentry 
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guarded the ancient rights and liberties of the people, chap. 
He recommends to these two classes, in conjunction . J^"^'^ 
urith the next heir to the crown* to seek reformat ^^^^• 
tion of such great abuses as threatened to reduce 
them to slavery, and to make their demands before 
the French force had received any considerable ac- 
cession. He details the provision which should be 
made for liberty of religion and freedom from ido- 
latry, for the proper regulation of the government, 
for preserving it from the direction of France, and 
for investing the. three estates with power to super- 
intend the expenditure of the royal revenue. The 
conclusion of the paper is very remarkable, pro- 
ceeding upon doctrines which evince the enlarge- 
ment of Cecil's mind, and the just sentiments of 
liberty which he entertained. " In these and such 
like points, if the French king and queen be found 
unwilling, and will withstand this provision for the 
weale of the land, then have the three estates of the 
realm authority forthwith to intimate to the said 
king and queen their humble requests ; and if the 
same be not effectually granted, then humbly may 
they commit the governance thereof to the next 
heir of the crown, binding the same also to observe 
the laws and the ancient rights of the realm. Finally, 
if the queen shall be unwilling to this, as it is likely 
she will, in respect of the greedy and tyrannous af- 
fliction of the French, then it is apparent that Al- 
niighty God is pleased to transfer from her the rule 
of the kingdom for the weale of it ; and in this time. 
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CHAP, great circumspectioii is to be used to avoid tbe dt« 
-p- - v- ' w cats and trumperies of the Preach* And then may 

^^^' the realm o( Scotbmd consider, being once made 
free, what means may be devised, throi^ God's 
goodness, to accord the two realms to endure for 
time to come, at the pleasure of Almighty God, iii 
whose hands the hearts of all princes are/'* 

However much the opinion thus delivered by 
Cecil corresponds with sound reason and with the nar 
ture and design of all good government, it could 
not have been expected to be so forcibly urged and 
so unambiguously applied by a courtier of the age 
in which he lived, and by the confidential mkiist^ 
of a sovereign, who, although she exalted the glory 
of her kingdom, and has upon this account beeil 
long contemplated with enthusiastical admiration, 
was certainly in a high degree jealous of her pre^ 
rogative, and most careful to prevent the represent 
tatives of her subjects from using any language, of 
indulging in any political speculations, which tended^ 
in the slightest manner, to reduce to practice within 
her owii dominions, what her secretary so earnestly 
enforced in the case of Scotland. 

The lords of the Congregation, and the preachers 
who supported their cause, have often been brand- 

* Crawford's Collection, Vol. h p. 135-138, copied from an ori- 
ginal in Cecil's owrt hand, deposited in the Cotton Library, Caligula, 
K X. I have inserted great part of this paper in Appendix No. IV. 
as it throws much li^t upon the views and sentiments of the Confft* 
gation* 
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ed at sedkbtts demagogues, merely from inculcat- chap. 
ing the polidcal tenets which Cec3 has interwoven 3"^!, 
in his memorial. The circumstance of these tenets ^^'' 
being eqK>used by one of the ablest pubEc charac- 
ters who distinguished the reign of Eliasabeth, may 
perhaps remove the prejudices, with which, when 
considered as the doctrines of Knox and his adhe- 
rents, they have been often regarded ; and a dispas- 
sionate examination of them can hardly fail to shew, 
that by maintaining them, the Scotish reformers 
promoted the advancement of liberty, and laid or 
strengthened the foundation of our present admi- 
rable constitution; a constitution not free indeed 
from defects, which every good patriot widies to be 
removed — but even with these, the wonder, the 
envy, and the glory of the civilized world. 

Cecil having discussed what was requisite for 
the happiness of Scotland, and pointed out the 
tourse which the lord^ of the Congregation should 
follow to secure it, proceeded to the investigation, 
of another most interesting point. The lords had 
applied for the assistance of England, and it be- 
came prudent maturely to wdgh whether it was for 
the honour and advantage of that kingdom to grant 
the request. Upon this subjed: he entered, pro- 
haiblj immediately after he had written the paqier 
which has been mentioned, and be digested his 
thoughts in what he styled a short discussion of the 
weighty matters of Scotland. He begins by pro* 
posing the question, whether it be meet that Eng- 
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GHAP. l^d should help the nobility and protestants .of 
^ ^"^ Scotland to expel the French, or no ? — ^and he states 
ISS9. ^]j3( might be said on both sides. The reasons 
which might be urged for refusing assistance he 
exaniines very concisely, but he illustrates and dis- 
cusses at great length the arguments and considera- 
tions in favour of the Congregation. He deduces 
from the whole the conclusion, that it would not 
only be wise in England to grant the assistance re- 
quired, but that her own safety was implicated in 
her doing so, and that this assistance should be im- 
mediately and effectually given.* 

It is not a little remarkable, that amongst the 
reasons against Elizabeth's interfering in the affairs 
of Scotland, and supporting the lords of the Con- 
gregation, there is not the most distant aHusion to 
the treaties which subsisted between the two coun- 
tries. At the same time that peace was concluded 
at Cambray between England and France, Elizabeth 
entered into a treaty with the Scotish sovereigns,. 



* Crawford, Vol. I. p. 138-144. from Cotton Library. Cal. B. x. 
This paper has been frequently printed, but I have thought it neces- 
sary to give some extracts from it in the Appendix^ No. V. as it ex- 
plains, in the most satisfactory manner, the nature of the connection 
into which the Scottish reformers entered with England, and lays open 
the ground upon which Elizabeth acted in extending to them her sup* 
port It must strike every person who reads it, as affording a strong 
proof of the poHtical sagacity of Knox, and shews that his vigorous 
mind would have qualified him for acting in the administration of state 
al&irs a part no less important and decisive than that which he acted 
in the regulation of the church. 
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Iby the first article of which, the contracting parties chap. 
bound themselves not to harbour such as 'art^re._ 



rebels to each other. The design of this clause ^^^* 
must have been to discountenance or prevent rebel- 
lion, and of course it prohibited the conduct which 
Cecil advised the queen of England to adopt ; for if 
neither of the princes were to harbour rebels, they 
were certainly under an equal or a stronger obliga- 
tion not to do what was much more hurtful to the 
neighbouring power, to increase the resources and 
the strength of subjects actually fighting against the 
established government. By another article of the 
treaty, it was agreed to send plenipotentiaries to a 
place to be chosen, within the space of two months, 
for the purpose of adjus'ting many points which 
could not be arranged at Cambray. This was ac- 
cordingly done J and a supplemental treaty having 
been formed at Upsalington, on the last of May^ it 
was ratified by Francis and Mary in the very month 
in which Cecil wrote the memorials respecting 
Scotland. This striking circumstance did not escape 
the observation of Sir Robert Cotton j who, at the 
beginning of the last paper quoted from his collec- 
tion, remarks, " that notwithstanding that this 
month of August, the treaty of Upsalington, be- 
tween the queen of England, and Mary and Francis 
of Scotland, was made and confirmed, yet did she, 
as appears by this consultation in the hand of Sir 
William Cecil, her secretary, continue her purpose 
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CHAP of aid and support to the £aclioii in Scotland by 
^.^^ Murray/'* 
1569. rjp^^ Q^ ^^^^ ignorant of these treaties, cannor 

be imagined, and that he did not see that their exist- 
ence should have restrained his queen from taking 
part with the Scodsh lends, is impossible. The trea- 
ties were in full force, and none of the articles had 
been vi(^ted, at least no complaint had been made 
of the violation^ Elizabeth and her council were no 
doubt apprehensive of danger, and perhaps were 
right in being so ; but the silence which Cecil has 
observed upon the subject of the treaties caHnot be 
justified, and must be attributed to that loose political 
morality, unhappily too generally sanctioned by the 
practice of all governments, which considers obliga^ 
tion as commensurate with advantage, and despises 
the most solemn pactions, if it be for its interest 
to despise them. It is true, indeed, that Francis 
and Mary had assumed the arms of England after 
the formation of the treaty, and before it was^ 
ratified ; but although much communication upon 
this insult to Elizabeth took place between that 
queen's minister in France, and the ministers of 
the French court, no declaration of hostility had 
been founded upon it, and it was not openly avow- 
ed as the cause of the insidious policy which Eng« 

^ Sir Robert » mifltaken in saying tliatthe treaty was made in the 
month of August; it had been entered into In May, and was ratified in 
August. See Crawford's Collection of State Papers, Vol. I. p. 144. 
Rymer's Fcedera, Vol. XV. Acta Regia, Vol. IV. p. 4«. 
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land now adopted. It in £aict was not the cause of cha^. 
that policy ; for the idea of aiding the lords of the . ^"^;_r 
Ck)ngregation9 at any rate of increasing the disturb* ^^*'^- 
ances in Scotland, and thus affording, within that 
country, sufficient occupation to the French troops 
who were stationed in it, had suggested itself to the 
English coundl, not only long before the ratifica^- 
tion of the treaty of Upsalington, but even before 
its existence, and before any application had been 
made by the protestants in Scotland for the inter£> 
rence of Elizabeth. In a letter from Sir Nicholas 
Throkmorton, the English ambassador in Paris, da^ 
ted fromthat dty on the seventh of June, and address- 
ed to Cecil, he states to the secretary this informa- 
tion : ^^ There is lately come hither a rumour of 
the queen-dowager of Scotland's death, but they 
of this court do not seem to give any credit there- 
unto. I doubt not but you do consider how much 
it standeth the queen's majesty to nourish and en- 
tertain the garboile in Scotland as much as may 
be.» 

^ Forbes's full view of the public transactions In the reijgn of Queen 
Elizabeth, p. 118. Throkmorton took every opportunity of enfor- 
dng the advice which he gave to^Cecil. In the same letter in which 
he gives it, speaking' of Knox, he says, ** Though Knox the preacher 
did heretofore unadvisedly and fondly put his hand to the book (the 
book respecting the right of women to succeed to a throne), yet for 
as much as he is now in Scotland, in as great credit as ever man was 
diere, with such as may be able to serve the queen-majesty's turn, it 
were well done not to use him otherwise in mine opinion than may 
be for the advancement of the queen-majesty's service." In a letter, 
which he wrote a few days after to the queen herself, he resumed 
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CH/UP. It is obvious from this remark, that the affairs 
^"' ^ erf Scotland had been the subject of mature delibe- 
ration, even before Throkmortonleft England, which 
was on the fifteenth of May, and that so early it had 
been resolved to foment dissension among the sub- 
jects of the Scottish queen. Of this part of the 
conduct of her great rival, Mary certainly had reason 
bitterly to complain ; and however much it might 
have. been occasioned by the injudicious and ill-di- 
rected measures of this unhappy princess, it must 
be regarded as the commencement of that syste- 
matical hostility with which she had constantly, to 
contend, which daily became more rancorous, and 



this favourite subject « There be here at Pfcris the wife of K!nox 
the preadier, and her mother, who do shortly depart into England, so 
far as I can understand. They have made means unto me by diverse 
Scotchmen to have my letters in their favour, which I have promi- 
acd to send by them to Mr Secretary. It may therefore please your 
majesty to be informed, that (in my poor opinion, saving your high*, 
ness grave judgment) considering what Knox is able to do in Scot- 
land, which is very much, all this turmoil there being by him stirred 
as it is, should stand your majesty in stead his former faults wer«. 
forgotten, and that no means be used to annoy him for the same; bufc 
that his wife, before she depart into Scotland, may perceive that there, 
is no stomach born to her husband therefore, but that he may have 
good hope rather to look for favour and friendship at your majesty^s 
hand than otherwise; which may work something of good purpose, 
like as I doubt not your majesty can consider better than I." Forbes, 
p. 129, 130. 

These hints, from so ablea statesman, could not fail to have apower- 
ful effect; and it may from the whole correspondence be inferred, not 
only that Elizabeth's ministers were prepared for the overtures of the 
Congr^ation, but that if these had not been made, some pretext for 
interference would have beert discovered* 
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whkh was satiated only by her iniquitous condem- chap. 
nation to a cruel and unworthy death. ._ ^ '_• 

The advantage which the lords of the Congrega- ^^^* 
lion derived from their alliance with England^ was 
experienced even when the first subsidy was re* 
mitted to them ; but it became much more apparent, 
and' was much more sensibly felt, after their vigor- 
ous proceedings against the r^ent, and their deter- 
mination to besiege Leith. 

Nothing is more calculated to exhaust tiiepa- Lords 
tience and to excite the discontent of undisciplined J^^^ 
or mercenary troops, than the tedious prolongation 
of a siege. In the activity of a campaign, the spirits 
are elevated, and new objects or:new hopes cdnti* 
nually crowding upon the mind, the ardour of con- 
stitutional bravery is preserved ; but under the walls Difficuiaes. 
of a town which has long been assailed in vain, 
every hardship is doubly felt, and despondency or 
mutiny is apt to be excited. From these general 
causes alone, the enterprise in which the lords had 
now engaged' would have been very hazardous; 
but they laboured under peculkr difficulties. While 
the want of artillery rendered success in a great 
measure hopeless, the exhaustion of their resources 
placed before them the gloomy prospect of com- 
plaints, threatening to terminate in insubordination 
or revolt. The sallies of the besieged, although 
much bloodshed was not occasioned by them, ha- 
rassed their troops, and rendered uninterrupted vi- 
gilance essentially necessary j while the solicitations 
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CHAP, of the refrent. and the activity of her onissaries, w* 

XIIL 



\^r 



duced many from what was beginning to be regard* 



ed as a declining cause^ or obtained such accurate 
information of the schemes which die lords had 
itnrmed, as to render these schemes generally iaef* 
fectuaL* . 

In this state of thdr affiadrs^ the first supply from 

England was exhausted. The mercenary soldiers, 

by whom that supply had enabled them to strengthen 

ibar army, became tumultuoi^ threatened those 

efficers who attempted to restore order, and, with a 

total contempt of principle, declared, that for zmjAe 

pay they would cheerfully desert the cause which 

they had 6U}qported, and fight in defence of the 

Romish faith.t 

Timidity But the timidity of the duke was, if possible, 

B^ still more alarming. At all times irresolute, he be> 

held with dismay the difficulties with which his new 

friends had to struggle. This was increased by 

the representations of some of his connections, who 

probs^y lam^tted that he had forsaken the court; 

and die depression of their nominal leader spread 

consternation amoi^ many, who, dazzled by his 

rank, measuredby that standard the respect which 

they paid to his sendments.:]: 

Vitmness lu tbis tremaulous crisis, a few of the most de- 

of some of 
t]xe Lords. 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 320, Knox, K ii. p. 188. 

f Buchanan and Knox, as last quoted. Spottiswoode» p. 138. 

HeyhVs Hiftt. of the Presbyterians, p. 154. Keith, p. 109. 

t Buchanan, Knox, Spottiswoode, Heyiin^ Kettb^ as last quoted. 
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tennined.pf the lords acted with the calmness and chap. 

■■ XIII 

the wisdom which their situation so forcibly re«wr>r^ 
quired. Instead of yielding to despair, c»r shrinking ^^^' 
from the dangers with which they were encompass- 
ed, they summcmed a council to devise the steps, 
which a regard to their best interests should incline 
them to follow. The first object to be accomplish- 
ed was to put an end to Ae seditious and mutinous 
dispositions of their soldiers. It was evident to all, 
that this could not be done without complying with . 
dieir demands for the pay which was due to them, 
and it was therefore resolved that the lords and 
barons should be immediately assessed. It wascaimot 
now found, however, that they had to encounter ^"Ssou"^ 
enemies no less formidable than those whom they^^ 
besieged ; that avarice could extinguish patriotism ; 
and that men who, without he^tation, had hazar4e4 
iheir lives, and denied themselves many comforts to 
promote what they professed to revere as a sacred 
cause, would not support it by a direct pecuniary 
contribution. Some pleaded that they had already 
been reduced to poverty ; others positively refused 
to give what was demanded ; and it soon became 
evident that the requisite supply could not in this 
way be obtained. It viras then proposed that every 
nobleman should send to the mint his family plate ; 
but although no objection was made to the resolu- 
tion, it was discovered, when it was about to be 
carried into effect, that the instruments of coinage 
had, from treachery, or, which is much more pror 

VOL. II. p 
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CHAP, bable, from the desire of some of the lords to pre-^ 
^■1. V -^^ serve their plate, been taken away.* 
Ap^7 ' Baffled in these schemes, nothing remained but 
^^imSL ^o make a new application to England. It was ac« 
cordingly determined to send a faithful messenger 
tQ.Berwick9 where Sir Ralph Sadler and Su* James 
Crofts then were ; stating the danger with which 
the lords were threatened, and soliciting such a sum 
of money as might save their army from disobe^ 
dience or dispersion. The reluctance with which 
this plan was adopted, or rather the tardiness with 
which it was proposed, renders it evident, that the 
lords did not yet place much confidence in Elizar 
beth, and that, not aware how intimately their cause 
was connected with the tranquillity and security of 
,her dominions, they dreaded that she might not com« 
ply with the small request, which they were compeli> 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 990. Knox, B. ii. p. 188. Spottiswoode, 
B, ill. p. 138. Lindsay of Pitscottie, p. 208. Keiths B. L ch. x. p. 109. 
Heylln's Hist, of the Presbjteriansi B. iv. p. 154. It appears^ from 
the narration in the text, that the irons of the mint had not been 
given up as stipukted by the treaty with the regent ; had they been so, 
no surprise' would have been expressed by the protestant historians, 
that these instruments could not at this time be found. In what 
manner the execution of an article, which was to be fulfilled in a 
few hours, and for the fulfilment of which Lord Ruthven and the 
laird of Pittarrow were to be delivered as hostages, had been prevent- 
ed, it is impossible now to discover. Probably the departure of the 
Congregation from Edinburgh, and of course the restoration of the 
palace of Holyroodhouse to the regent, had been considered as afiS)rd- 
ing reason for dismissing the hostages, or the instruments of coinage 
may have, in the hurry of the moment, been overlooked. It is singu- 
lar that no historian has made the remarks now stated, with regard to 
the violation, or apparent violation, of the treaty. 
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led to make.'*^ This is the more remarkable, as chap. 
there was, at that time, an English agent in Scotland. >_^"^' 
Elizabeth's comicil, though fully disposed to expel, ^^^^• 
or to weaken the French forces, did not rely en- 
tirely upon the information which the protestant 
lords conveyed to them ; but knowing that men so 
deeply interested, might, with the purest intentions, 
exaggerate their own strength, or see through a 
false medium every thing connected with their 
situation, they had despatched Randolph to watch 
over events, to mark the conduct, the sentiments, 
and the exertions of the Congregation, and to 
transmit whatever intelligence he conceived to be 
important.t Yet it appears from the deliberation 
of the lords, that he was not authorized to discover 
to them the purpose for which he had been sent^ 
or to make any specific proposals on the ^art of his - ' 
^vereign. Had they previously corresponded with 
him, at least in his official capacity, they would have 
naturally consulted with him respecting the supply, 
and would not have felt so much hesitation in de- 
manding it. He had, however, privately informed 
them, that new levies were making in France to 
be employed against them ; he had endeavoured to 
inspire th^m with more vigour, when they were 
attenipting to prevent the fortification of Leith ; and 

f Buchanan, Knox, Spotttswoode, as last quoted. 

t Letter of Sir Ralph Sudler and Sir Jatnes Crofls to the council 
of England^ dated October ^Sth, 16^9, in Crawford's Collection,. 
Vol. L p. 148., and the Appendix to Keith's History of Scotland^ 
p. 25. 
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CHAP, perceiving the need in which they stood of moneys 
%^ .^.L/he had represented this circumstance to Sadler, vhov 
in consequence of the representation, had asked in- 
structions from the council to regulate the advances 
which they would probably solicit.*' 
M0DC7 The lords selected Sir Jamesi Cockbum of Ormi- 

ston to go to Berwick, and he received frdm Sad- 
ler and Crofts four thousand crowns, or, as Sadler 
states in minutes of a letter to Randolph, one thou^ 
sand pounds*! 
inteicqitcd The lords trusted that they had made their ar» 
^Bo^.^ rangements with the utmost secrecy, but the regent 
"^^ had received intelligence of them, and the Earl of 
Bothwell was instructed to intercept Cockbum* la 
thi$ he was successful. After some resistance, Cod&> 
pum was taken, ^nd ^th^ money which he was cooz- 
veying to the lords thus fell into the possession of 
the regent4 

The conduct of Bothwell was reprobated by the 
Congregation as in. a high degree dishonourable; 
for ^ly a few days before he had opened a cor- 
respondence with them, and had given them reason 
to believe that he would unite with them* When 
they were informed of the severe injury which he 
had sp unexpect^ly done to them, the Earl of 
Arran and the prior, with a few horsemen, went to 

* Crawford's Collection, Vol. I. p. 149. 

t Keith's Appendix to fiook i. p. SO. It appears that the relative 
proportion of Scotch and English money was the same then as at 
present. 

:|: Buchanan, p. S20. Knox, p. 18S, 1S9. Spottiswoode, p. 189. 
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Criditon, the usual place of his residence, and chap. 

1CT II. 

where they had some expectation that they would^- ^ ' ■> 
overtake him* He had not, however, been so im- 
prudent as to stop there ; but they took possession 
of the house, and gave it in charge to one of their 
officers, trusting that anxiety to prevent it from be- 
ing pillaged or destroyed, would induce him to re- 
store the money. Having been disappointed, they 
considered themselves as warranted to seek indem- 
nification by appropriating what the castle contain- 
ed: they, without scruple, plundered it, but the 
value of what they found ^oved very inconsider- 
able.* 

The loss of this money was deeply felt by the 
loi^ds. All hope of extinguishing the murmurs of 
Uieir army was destroyed, and from this time they 
acted upoii many occasions with a degree of rash- 
ness, and with a want of judgment, exposing 
tihtem to the reverses which they so soon experi^ 
enced. 

On the Aty upon which Anran and the prior had ^ ^^'*^ 
in vain -attempted to intercept Bothwell, James Hali- tumde- 
burton, the provost, with some of the inhabitants of 
Dundee, and a small body of mercenary troops, 
marched to Leith, and planted a few pieces of artil- 
lei*y, with the design of annoying the ganison. 
This step shewed that there was, now little concert 
amongst the chief men, c^ the Congregation, for 

* Buchanan, Lib. xti. p. 330. Knox, B. ii. p. 189, 190. Spot- 
iisiroode, B. iii. p. 139. H^lin's Hist, of the PresbyterianB, B. iy. 
p. 1S5. SadePs correspondence with Randolph, in Crawford, Vol I. 
p.l«5. 
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CHAP. Haliburton was not supported by the cavalry, and 
■_ ^ Vthf Dake and the Earl of Glencaim seem to have 
octlsut. receved no information of his intention.* The 
spies of the regent instantly communicated to her 
the state of the enemy, and she despatched a few 
troops to overpower the detachment which attend- 
ed the ordinance. The inhabitants of Dundee made 
some resistance, expecting that they would be sup- 
ported, but the mercraary soldiers having given 
way, the whole were compelled to retreat. While 
they were deliberately retiring, they were alannecl 
by false intelligence that the French were march*-^ 
ing to cut them off from Edinburgh.. This threw 
them into irretrievable confusion. Every person,, 
regardless of his place or of his companions, eager^ 
ly pressed towards the city, which, after some 
slaughter, jhey fortunately reached.t 
Dismaj. xhe effect of this defeat was much more formi-^ 
dable than the defeat itself. Many who, during the 
period of success, had displayed the utmost zeal for 
the new faith, convinced that it would soon be ex- 
terminated, withdrew from the Congregation ; while 
numbers actually proposed, that the enterprise in: 
which, with the most solenm appeals to heaven, they^ 
had engaged, should at once be relinquished.^ 
The few who remained steady, although they labom^ 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 189. Buchanan, Lib. xvi* p. 320. 

t Buchanan, Lib. xviT p. 320. Knox, B. u. p. 189, 190; Spofe- 
tiswoode, B. iii^ p. 139. Keith, B, i. ch. x* p. 109. The accounts 
ef these writers should be compared. 

X Buchanan^ p. 390. Knox, p. 190. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IN SCOTLAND. 2S1 

ed to retrieve their decaying fortunes, had little pros- chap. 
pect and ahnost no hope of success, for all advice <■ .y ' ^ 
was despised and rejected ; and it is only astonish- 
ing that the regent did not so profit by their fears 
and their dissension as to complete thdr destruc* 
tioh. 

In this distracted and disgraceful dtuation they 
continued for several days, till it became necessary 
to attack the French, who had sallied forth to inter- 
cept a supply of provisions destined for the protest* 
ant army*^ Urgent, however, as was this call to 
unanimity, for upon success their existence almost 
entirely depended, it did not unite them. ManyNov»6ib. 
of the soldiers marched with the utmost reluctance, 
while some obstinately remained in the city. The- 
Earl of Arran and the prior endeavoured to rouse^ 
the military ardour of their adherents ; and they soi 
far succeeded, that soon after they had gone out of 
Edinburgh, they were joined by the most conscien- 
tious of the protestants. In thdr eagerness to make 
an impression upon the enemy, and to stimulate, 
by success, the decaying zeal which they deplored^ 
they r;ashly advanced too far, and exposed their 
troops not only to the whole of the regent's army,^ 
but to the artillery bora the garrison. They at 
once discerned the danger of their situation. Theintrqiidity 
enemy, taking advantage of the error, arranged their La the' 
detachments, with the view of interposing between J^^jjf 
the troops of the Congregation and Edinburgh ; and 

* Knox and Buchanan^ as last fuoted* 
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CHAP, at one dme these trooi$s vrere in extreme hazard 
^^,s^.^'^ of being cut to pieces, or of being compelled to sur- 
^^^^' render. The calmness and heroism of Arran and 
the prior saved their army. Descending fromr 
their horses, they rushed into the thickest of the 
battle, and their friends, animated by the example^ 
made a most vigorous opposition. Alexander Ha- 
liburton, a young man, who had eminently dis- 
tinguished himself by his bravery and his zeal, 
with the utmost resolution and presence of mind,, 
facilitated a retreat ; but in this gallant service he 
received a mortal wound, and soon after expired^ 
Tlie forces of the Congregation were, however, en^- 
abled to return to Edinburgh, and the regent's 
army, uncertain of the disposition^ of the gover- 
nor of the castle, fortunately^ did not continue the 
pursuit.*' 
Maidaad This sccohd disaster filled all with the gloomie^^ 
jL^jS^" despondency ; but they had, a little before thes6 te- 
^jj^8P«- verses/receivedan accession of talent, the importance 
and value of which they soon experienced. Mait- 
land of Lethin^on^ a young man of a cultivated 
mind, and of great abilities, who had completed 
Ibs education in France, and had been distinguished 



* BuchtttaU, lib. xvi. p. 320. Leslie, Li6. x^ p. 518. Knot, 
B. li. p; 191, 193. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 139. Keith, Who is oom- 
monly accurate, has confoiinded this action with the one' which 
Iiappenied on the Slst of October, and quotes Lesh'e as his authori- 
fy for asserting, that in the battle of the 31st Haliburtoii felf. 
Leslie gtvesr an account only of the action of the sixth of November. 
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by the fevour of Mary his sovereign, had; upon his ^.^j^* 
return to Scotland, naturally espoused the cause of ^— ^v— i 
her mother ; but^ disgusted by the coldness, and 
even antipathy, with which he was regarded by the 
regent, he secretly escaped from Leith and joined 
the Congregation.* 

The addition of such a man. Under ^y other <ur- 
tumstances than thos^ in which they now were, 
would have been justly appreciated ; but such was 
their dejection that it could not be removed,. even 
by his eloquence and his information. He placed, 
in the most striking light, the necessity of union, 
and exhibited all th^ evils which awaited them, if 
they shouldrelax: in their efforts ; but fear and dolour, 
as Knox strongly e^pi^esses it, had so seized the 
hearts of allj that they could admit of no consola- 
tion. Arran and the prior alone^ of the nobility, re- Retire to 
tained the spirit which nothing that had yet hap*|^|, 
pened ought to have affected. They offered, if only «y- 
a very small number would adhere to them, to 
remain in Edinburgh to defend the cause; but 
even that number could not be obtained, and the 
pusillanimous resolution of abandoning the city 
and retiring to Stirling was unanimously adopted.^ kov. eth. 

* Mackenzie's Life of Sir Willian Maitland, in Vol. III. of his 
LHes, p. dSO. Lesfie, p. 518. Knox, p. 192. Spottiswoode, p. 139. 
, f Buchanan, LiU xvi. p. 9S1« KnoX» B. ii. p. 193. Spottiswoode, 
B. iiL p» 139. Crawford's Collection, Yd. I. p. 158, 159, being 
postscript of a letter from Sir Ralph iSadler and Sir James Crofts 
to Cectl, and p. I6O9 being a letter from Randolph to Sadler and 
CroAs, dated November 11th. 
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CHAP. No contrast can be concdved more marked than 
-_^"^'_. that between the conduct which led to this deter- 
mm ui niination, and the vigour and decision which the 
2^P^^ manifestoes of the Congregation indicated. These' 
seemed to be the productions of men whom no 
dangers could intimidate, and no hardships appal ; 
who, associating with the noble cause to which they 
bad devoted themselves, then: duty to the Creator, 
regarded sufferings with the heroism of the martyrs, 
and would cheerfiiUy resign their lives, to purchase 
for their country what they had justly represented 
as the greatest of blessings. But the first reverse 
of fortune tore aside the veil, and showed that the 
ardent resolutions of enthusiasm often yield, when 
the difficulties which had been despised actually 
arrive. There can be no doubt that shame and in. 
dignation would have again called them to exertion, 
that they would soon have become familiar with the 
aspect of misfortune, and would have beheld it 
with unshaken intrepidity ; but at this period they 
were clamorous to forsake the field of glory, and 
regarded with antipathy, or with abhorrence, all 
who reminded them of what they had sworn to ac- 
complish. The general opinion of their countrymen 
was in harmony with that which has been stated j 
their reverence for the protestants was very gene- 
rally dissipated j they looked on them with the con- 
tempt with which timidity, under such circumstances, 
must always be regarded; and they embittered 
the ignominy of their retreat by reproaches which 
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Knox has recorded, which he considered as the chap! 

XII L 

evidence of malicious and corrupt dispositions, but ^ . ^ '— ; 
which, he should have remembered, that his as. ^^^ 
sociates most justly deserved.* 

Whatever blame his adherents had incurred, in Eloquence 
that blame he had himself no share. His intrepid tude of ' 
mind was superior to calamity ; and accordingly, ^"^ 
when the lords came to Stirling, at which place it 
had been resolved to deliberate upon the steps ta 
be taken, he prepared their minds for deliberatioii 
by an energetic sermon, in which he so successfully 
exposed the weakness of their conduct, so clearly 
pointed out how much was to be expected from re- 
flecting upon their errors, and so forcibly showed 
that if they continued to trust in the Almighty, there 
was no ground to despair, but the strongest ground 
to be convinced that their cause would triumph, 
that a new spirit was inspired into almost every one 
who heard him. The darkness which had hung 
over their minds began to disperse j the lords en- 
tered the council with the determination that they 
would not submit to thefate which the queen-regent, 
elated by success, and influenced by the extermina- 
ting maxims of the French court, would, upon their 
relhiquishing opposition, undoubtedlyassign to them : 
and they invited Knox to attend, that he might im- 
plore the blessing of Heaven upon the resolutions 
which they should frame.f 

.♦ Knox, B. ii. p. 192, 193, Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. 102-106. 
t Knox, B. ii. p. 193-197, has given a very full account of his 
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ttiAP. After mature consideration, it was resolved to 
,_ ^ ' ' send Maitland upon a special embassy to Elizabeth, 
Nol^tiL thSi^ ^^ might describe to her in person the real 
2|^J^ condition of the protestants in Scotland, and might 
their otua- urge every arguin^t which could dispose her to 
Elizabeth, grant to thiehi powerful and immediate assistance. 
They agreed, that till the result of the embassy 
should be known, the Congregation should divide 
into two parts } the one, under the duke, to be sta- 
tioned in the west of Scotland^ the other, under the 
prior and several considerable noblemen, to oceupy 
Fife, particularly that district of it contiguous to St 
Andrews. They a:ppointed a meeting of th^ lords 
to be held at Stirling on the sixteenth of December, 
probably for the purpose of considering Elizabeth's 
reply, and of regulating by it the plan of their £u- 
tui'e operations.* 

It is. obvious that they now ^ rested all their 
hopei of Eventual success upon the co-operation of 



sermon, honourable to his talents, to his sincerity, to his Scrij[>tural 
knowledge, and to his eloqliencle. Buchanan^ Lib. xiv. p. 321. Spot- 
tiswoode, B. iii p< liO. Calderwood, p. 13. Knox, and Calderwood 
from him, sav, that the sermon was deh'vered on the 7th. It was de- 
livered bn a Wednesday ; and Keith has bbserved, that in the year 
1559, Monday was the 6th of November ; hence Wednesday was the 
8th, and the battle if fought on Monday, as stated by most of 
the historians, and placed beyond a doiibt by Randolph, should be 
iharked as happening on the 6th; 

* Knox, B. ii. p. 19. Budianan, Lib. xvi. p. 321. Leslie, de 
Bebus Gestis Scotorum, Lib. x. p. 519. Spottiswoode, B. iiL p. 139, 
140. Heylin's Histor)' of the Reformation, P&rt II. p. 126. Keith, 
6. i. cb. t. p. 110. 
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England, and they acted with much prudence m chap 
committing a negotiation so delicate and interest- < — /^ 
ing, to the talents and address of Lethington. This 
v^as the first direct application which they made to 
Elizabeth. Much correspondence indeed had taken 
place between them and Su: Ralph Sadler, who had 
been sent to Berwick to superintend, in Conjunc- 
tion with Sir James Crofts, the governor of the town, 
any intercourse which might be establised. He 
had, accordingly, communicated the requests of the 
lords to the English council, and had received di- 
rections concerning the language which he was to 
hold to the Scotish patriots ; but all this had been 
secretly conducted. It appears, from the corre- 
spondence, that the English government anxiously 
avoided taking any open part. It was probably 
struck with the ignominy which a flagrant breach 
of treaty, without any ostensible provocation, would 
fix upon it ; and hence it not only limited its assist- ' 
ance to supplies of money, but it cautiously abstain- 
ed from sending the coins of England, lest the 
rapid increase of their circulation might discover 
from what source they had been poured into the 
country. Knox, it is true, soon perceived that this 
kind of assistance would be unavailing ; and so early 
as the end of October he wrote, under a feigned Secret cor- 
name, to Crofts, pointing out to hiiii' the import- S^cTof 
ance of aiding the Congregation by a military force, ^e oovi^ 
Sensible, however, that this decided and undisguised ^Jj^^^®*'" 
interference would appear improper, he endeavour- 
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CHAP, ed to enforce it by a mode of reasoning, shewing 
J^"^'^' too plainly how much attachment to party may warp 
^^^* the soundest understanding, and lead it to approve 
maxims which, had it been unbiassed, it would have 
rejected with abhorrence. Crofts, who saw the dif- 
ficulty, either condemned the sophistry of Knox, or 
chose to appear as if he did so ; and he answered 
in such a manner as inspired the reformer with 
more correct sentiments ; but while he held this 
language, he was so deeply impressed with the in- 
teresting nature of the information which be had 
obtained, from one so eminently qualified to convey 
it, that he, communicated it to the council, and even 
expressed his opinion that open aid must in the end 
Engiuh b^ given. The council accordingly sent down a 
hS^i- ^Afii'^ messenger to Scotland, to promise military 
▼edto and naval support, about the very time that the 
congrega- lords seut Maitlaud to the English queen. As they, 
however, were necessarily ignorant of this deter- 
mination in their favour, and were most solicitous 
to know precisely what they had to expect, they 
evinced much wisdom in making a direct appeal to 
Elizabeth.* 



* Crawford's Collection a£ State Papers respecting Scotland, Voh 
I. Keith's Appendix to the first Book of his History of Scotland. It 
may be satisfactory to the reader to have under his view the most im- 
portant communications, either between the Scotisb reformers and the 
English council, or between the council and its agents, respecting an 
advance of money to the Congregation. The lords wrote to Sir Ralph 
Sadler of date the 0th of November, the day upon which the en- 
gagement compelling thera to abandon Edinburgh took place, men- 
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Having adopted their schemes, they left Stirling, char 
intending j however, to watch every opportunity of ^ 
improving their situation, and of harassing and coun- Lwe 
teracting the operations of the enemy. They were ^o^^' 
soon to witness the happiest revolution in their fa- 
vour. From the lowest depression of adversity, 
they were rapidly to ascend, till they attained such 
decided superiority, as to give law to their sovereign, 



tioning the loss of the money sent by Cockburn, and requesting at 
least L*1000 to be sent to them by Baxter, the bearer of the letter. 
On the day before this, Sadler and Crofts had written to Cedl, men* 
tioning the loss of the L.1000, anticipating a fresh demand, in con- 
sequence of a notification which had been made to the lords through 
Randolph, that money for their use^had been sent to Berwick, asking 
whether, under the circumstances of the Congregation, it should be 
given, but expressing their own opinion that it should not be with- 
held. On the 8th of November, the same persons sent a dispatch to 
Cecil, informing him that they had signified to the lords that^they 
would get the money which they had requested, and had exhorted 
them to use every effort to gain possession of Leith. In this letter 
they replied to several inquiries which the council had addressed to 
them. 1, They state their conviction that the lords should be supplied 
with money, and be assisted by advice, and begged that any additional 
sums destined for Scotland might be sent in French crowns, because 
English coin would excite sui^icion. (This shews that England wish- 
ed to appear as if she acted in conformity to the treaty, while she 
virtually violated it.) S. They suggest the propriety of experienced 
officers being sent to England to assist the Congregation. 3. They 
state that they had promised to supply the Congregation with money 
for raising any forces necessary for taking Leith. Lastly, they repre* 
sent that if the council did assist the lords, they would be feithful to 
England, insinuating that the queen might openly declare for them. 
In a postscript to this letter, they mention the defeat of the lords on 
Monday the sixth of November, their retreat from Edinburgh, and 
the occupation of it by the queen-regent. They advise that more aid 
should be given to the lords. On the 11th of November, Randolph 
wrote to Sadler and Crofts, informing them of the defeat of the Con-^ 
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f:HAP. and to establish those refigious sendments, for 
'which they had long hambly solicited toleration^ 
but which, fortunately for succeeding ages, the infa- 
tuated policy of France had determined to eradi- 
cate from Scotland. 



gregation, of the retreat of the lords to Stiriiag, of their apprehend 
aions lest Eliabeth should doubt the sincerity bf their professioDS, and 
of the appointment of Maitland as ambassador to the English sove- 
reign. On the ISth of November, befiMrethe council could hav^ heard 
of Maithtnd's appointment, they wrote to Sadler u^ ^Crofts, in aP- 
awer to tlie postscript, stating that they were still undetermined with 
respect to the line of conduct to be observed towards Scotland ; but 
that they had sent Randall, a confidential agent, who n^ instHli6ted 
to encourage the lords, to confirm th«m in the resolutionr not to 
desert their enterprise ; and to assure them, th^ if they continued to 
conduct themselves as wise and prudent men, that is, if they conti* 
nued devoted to England, they might depend upon the most efiectual 
^support, both by sea and land. On the 85th ]^ovember, Sadler and 
Crofts wrote to Cecil, intimating the arrival of Xethington at Ber- 
wick, informiiig bin that thejrfi'ad not tlibught ft requisite t<^ sited 
Handall into Scotland, and ^plajning to him the yiews of the lords 
in dividing their forces. The whole of this oorrespondenoe shews the 
uneRsiness with wtiich Engbind contemplated the influence of France 
in Scotland, and the gradual progress of the resolution to niake a 
common cause with the Congregation. Knox's first letter to Crofts 
was dated the S5th of October. It is pubUsInd in Keith's Appeudhc 
to the first Book of his Hlstoiy, an^ MtaiMyAdoea not exhibit, in \b€ 
most favourable point of yiipw» t^p candour, and inflexible vpnghtnes^ 
of that great reformer. 
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CHAPTER FOURTEENTH. 

The Regent enters Edinburgh. . . .Re-establishes the ancient 
religion. . . .Her apprehensions of England. . • .Military 
operations against the Congregation. ...Success ofMait-- 
land^s embassy. . . .An English Fleet sent to the Frith of 
Forth,... The Regent endeavours to ascertain the pur^ 
pose of its arrival. . , .Elizabeth resolves to assist the 
Lords with a military force. . . Preparation for the 
treaty of Berwick. . . .Instructions to the Duke of Nor-" 

folk. r. .Correspondence Elizabeth reluctant to proceed 

to extremities. . . .Little iitfluenced, in her conduct to the ^ 
Congregation, hy religious motives^ or by regard to the 

liberty of Scotland Treaty of Berwick. . . .Articles 

of it. . . uShe exacts from the Lords strong professions of 
loyalty. . . .Lord Grey appointed to command the army 
.... French Court penetrate the duplicity (f Elizabeth. ..." 
Policy adopted by thc^ Court. . . .Discernment of Throk^ 
morton. . • .His conversation mth the cardinal of Lor* 
rain.... Impression made by the French ainbassador in 
London, • . .Elizabeth delays the junction of her army 
with the Congregation. . . .Representations of Throk'- 
morton. . . .Bishop of Valence arrives in England. . . .Me^ 
morial addressed to Elizabeth by her Council. . . .Its ef 
fects. . . .English army enter Scotland. . . .Irresolution of 
Elizabeth. . . JKing of Spain interferes. . . .Grey enjoined 
to treat witk the Qjueen^Regent. . . .She removes to Edin^ 
burgh Castle. . . .Petition addressed to her by the Lords 
....Disregarded.:.Greffs negotiation. . • .Anxiety of Eliza* 
beth. . • .Apprehension (f the Lords. . . . Their last bond. . . . 
VOL. IL Q 
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Earl ofHuntly. • • .Bishop of Valence Jails in restoring 
peace. . . . The combined army besiege L/dth, • . . Elizabeth 
steadily supports the Congregation. . . .State of France. . • • 
Its influence upon the Court. .' . . Wish to negotiate. . . . 
Cecil appointed one of the Eflglf^ commissioners* . . . 
Death and character of the Queen-Reghti. 

■ 'V 

CHAP. Upon the evacuation of Edinburgh by the Con- 

^ '_-y^g^^'^"j the regent immediately took possession 

Beg^' of it, re-establishing the ancient religion' with an 

^^^. ostentatious solemnity, and with a seventy towards 

^^^^ the protestants, not calculated to dlay tMt spirjt of 

rt^ffOD. discontent and of rebellion, which was^ so widely 

diffused throughout Scotland.* , , 

Her ^ypre. ^^^ while she rejoiced in the success \yith which 

heo^oniof j^gj. excrtions were now crowi^d, she^ beheld v™ 

KngiaDo. ^ ^. j^ , . ^ ^, 1 To i^iavf^H^ 

much apprehension, the connection which th^ lords 

had formed with Englahd ; and convinced that 

Elizabeth would embrace spme' opportunity or as- 

sistine them, she accompanied the intimation wnicn 

she made to the French court f especting the defeat 

of the Congregation, witp the most urgrat^reqijests 

that the reinforcefiie^s'^ wmcK liad^been 'promised 

might be speedily sent, effectually to prevent any 

♦ Leslie, Lib. x. p. 51^. ^ottiswoode, B. iii, p. 139. Keith, B. i. 
ch. X. p. 113. Heylin^s Hist, of the Presbyterians, B iv. p. 155. It 
tpas lit this time, that, according to Spottiswbode, Keith, and some 
other historians, the bi'shop of Amiens cobsecrated anew the church 
of St Giles ; but I think, from Leslie's account, that it was Aone sbprier, 
probably within a very short time after the bishop's arrival in Scot- 
land. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 103. ^ J * ,, 
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new attempt to set at defiance her authority, and to chap. 
overtu^ the church.* 

The , king of France still continued in his deter- 
mination of sending a powerful army to reduce 
Scotland under a military government, and was 
making every effort to raise supplies for furnishing 
it with whatever ^ght ensure success. By the 
advice of the queen-regent, his council resolved not 
to trust solely to arms, but to endeavour, with their 
usual oexterity in negotiation, to induce the queen 
ofltnglmd not to assist the Congregation.! 

T%Le Marquis D'Elbeuf sailed from Calais with a 
formidable armament in November or the begin* 
ning o| December, but after having come within 
sight.of Sc9tland, his fleet was dispersed by a storm. 
Several of hiis ships were lost, and with much diffi- 
culty he brought back the wreck of his forces to the 
coast, frpm whicn, fifteen days before, they had put 
to sea in .triumph. The Count de Martigues was 
mpr^ fqrtunate. With a t}iousafid infantry and a 
few cavalry under his command, he reached the 
Orkhey island i ^d" at length, early in January, i56a 
he arrived to ranforce and to command the French 
troops which were with the regent.j 

^J^oXt B. m. p. l99. Spottiswoode, B. lii. p. 140. 

f Fbrbes's transactions of Queen £lizabeth« For full infonnation 
ofihe intentions and difficulties of the French CQ,Mrt respecting Scot« 
land, consult the correspondence in the two last months of 1559 anci 
the beginning of 1560. 

X I'CsIie, Lib. x. p, 518, 519. Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. SS2. Knox, 
B. iii. p. 999| SOO. Spottiswoodei B. ill. p. 139| 140. Camden's 
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CHAP. Wlule the regent was expecting^^^ir aid from 
■ - V' -^her daughter, she resolved to u$e the forces which 
Mifitary she abready had in extirpatii^g the scattered t^sgids 
Tac of the Congregation. Her a,^entio|} was first di- 
rected to that part of them which had march^ to- 
wards the west. The duke, upon his arrival at 
Glasgow, took possession of the archbishop's castle, 
turned the fury of his followers against the images 
and altars still remaining in the churches, ^d sprea4 
consternation amongst the established clergy, the 
adherents of the prelate, and all who professed to 
reverence the religion in which they ha4 been edu- 
cated.* Upon receiving intelligence of these pro* 

Annals, p. 49. Castelnau's Memoirs^ apud Jebb, Vol. U. p. 4^0. 
Burnet's Hist, of the Reformation, Vol. IL p. 412. Keith, B. L ch. xi. 
p. 180. There is much confbsion and much contradiction in the ao> 
counts which these different writers give of the arrival of additional 
French troops, of their number, of the person by whom they were 
-commanded^ and of the time of their coming tor Scotland. Great 
light, however, is thrown upon the subject by the correspondence 
contained in Dr Forbes's account of the transactions of Queen Eliza- 
beth. The English ministers at Paris had the best access to know 
when the Marquis D'Blbeuf sailed, and what was the result of his 
expedition; and as Martigues did not return, they were naturally 
led to make inquiry about him, and to transmit to their court the infor- 
mation which they received. I have adopted their account ; indeed, 
till I saw it, I was perplexed with the contradictory statements of 
other writers, and astonished at the carelessness with which many of 
them had evidently written. See Forbes, p. 301, being a letter 
from Killigrew and Jones to the lords of the English council, dated 
Paris, 17th January, 1550, and p. 307, being a letter from Throk^ 
morton to Cecil, dated Dover, 24th January, 1560. 

"* Leslie, Lib. x. p. 519. SpotUswoode, B. iii.p. 140. HoUnshed's 
Chronicle^ Vol. IL p. 300. Keith, B. L ch. x. p. 110. 
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ceedings, the archbishop, who was in Edinburgh, chap.. 
inarched with a small body of troops, and having ^, ,^ '-> 
retaken his* castle, which indeed was deserted at his **^^' 
approach, retunied-^6n the subsequent day.* 

Tins ex|)e(lition seems to have secured the tran- 
quillity of that district of Scotland ; for although 
the duke soon after this entered Glasgow, and even 
issued a proclamation in the name of his soverdgnNov. 29 
against tlie popish faith, and all who professed it, 
there i§h6' acddunt of any acts of hostility having 
been^(t$3lifi5iitt^&,'^ or of the rejgent finding it neces' 
si67'd|adti5%^sehim.t 

'*BhW''^VeJt^dbj^ct^^ she arid her council had 
in view, was to disperse those of the Congregation 
']^p*h%d]Jg9^e^j(9 ]^ife,* and who were under the di- 
rectioiior^llie^eominaiid of the Prior. She accord-^ 
^gf^^eftt a c^risidMW^^^ army to Stir- 

4pg,' i^pmwlucii tliey inarcHi^d ifl^to Fife, with the 
tdeeign of gettmg' pos^essidm^of^thcp castle of St An* 
'Slews, a^d' of restoHii&'tfie Tb^fick^^ The lords December 
weretao^ intimidated at thfi appr^iach of ithe enemy. 
'Alth<Ai|h^^ifltiidh iAferic» M fewife, tlhey attempted to 
^^^i^dfjAtp ii^eat them ; 'an3!m vari^ skirmishes 
Hd»f>idasplayediaitdegrteofvj'i»igci!t»at and of intr^ 

^j.iiif^Si\i^bhJ^\\P' ^y^r^ias transcribpfi from Petrie this pro* 
clamation by the dqkew Petrie obtained it from the laird of Dun, and 
fi{ji|^i^i^e([^]^ I didinot find it amongst the papers of the family ; 
it was probably neyer returned*, Petrie's History, Part. II. p. 91S, 
216. 
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pidity which astonished thar oppoaents, and was 
ifrequaitly rewarded with victory.* 

As it is foreign to the intention of this woric mi- 
nutely to detail these encounters^ I hasten to trace 
the eveiita which immediately aflfected the cause of 
the reformation, and to which the attention of all 
who supported it was anxiously, directed. 

Maitland, agreeably to his instructions, lost no 
time in repairing to the court of Elizabeth, and he 
executed his commission with the greatest prudence 
and ability. The queen's mind, as has been already 
stated, had been long occupied with the conation 
of Scotland ; the most intelUgent of her counsellors 
had maturely deliberated upon the subject ; and the 
result of th^ discussions, with regard to ib^ pro* 
posals which I^ethington submitted to them, was in 
the highest degree favourable to the Congregation. 
They still, however, felt reluctance to throw aside 
the mask of friendship, and to take a decided part 
in the war against the regent ; but the increasing 
str^igth of the French armies, the antipathy which 
the house of Guise entertained to Elbsabetb, and 
the obstinacy with which the king and queen of 
France persisted in using the arms and arrogating 
the title of the English sovereign, so far overcame 
this reluctance, that Maitland was authorized to; 
transmit to the lords the most gratifying accounts 
respecting the issue of his embassy. 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 321, 323. Leslie, Lib, z. p. 5S0. 
Knox, B. iii. p. 300, 301. Spottiswood^, B. iii. p. UO, 141. Holin- 
shed's Chronicle, VoL II. p. SOO. 
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Thefirstpoiiit which the council was anxious to chap. 
secure^ was the prevention of any addition to the > ^^J'_r 
French troops abready^in Scotland; and for this^^g^^ 
purpose a considerable fleet, under the command of ^^"^^^^ 
Admiral Winter, was ordered to be stationed in theP<»^- 
Frith of Forth. The admiral was instructed to 
consult with Sir Ralph Sadler and Sir James Crofts, 
upon the safety of entering the Frith. If he should 
find this practicable, he was to remain there without 
committing hostilities, unless he were attacked by 
the French, or by the Scotch devoted to their interest. 
If no such attack should be made, he was, notwith- 
standing, to prevent all French vessels with provi- 
dons or men from coming into the Frith ; to permit 
none to escape from it ; to oppose the landing of 
any forces from ships already arrived ; and to assist 
as much as he could the lords and their party. But 
although a system of caution was recommended to 
him, he was at the same time enjoined, not to neglect 
a very favourable opportunity, if such should occur, 
of engaging the French fleet, and always to keep 
his own vessels ready for action. He was com- 
manded to remain chiefly at the mouth of the Frith ; 
to assign, if challenged, some plausible pretext for 
his being there ; to keep constantly in mind, that the 
great object to be effectuated, was to hinder any 
power coming from France or going to it ; to use 
the utmost circumspection till the Duke of Norfolk 
should come to the borders ; and to embrace every 
occasion, till that should take place, of requesting 
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CHAP, the advice of the persons with whom he had been 
r oiklered to consult upon his arrival in the Scodsh 



150a 



seas.* 



Jan. udu When he appeared in the Frith, the French ha« 
ving previously overcome the oppoation made by 
the Congregation, were marching along the coast 
to take possession of St Andrews. Upon descry, 
ing the fleet, they were persuaded that it contained 
the reinforcements under the Marquis D'Elbeuf, 
and they were much elated with the prospect of 
such an accession to their numbers. A few hours, 
however, dissipated the delusion. They received 
unquestionable intelligence^ that it was a fleet from 
England, and dreading that they might be cut off 
from the rest of their countrymen, they made a vi- 
gorous effort to return to Leith, where they arri- 
ved in a few days, having lost some men from the 
severity of the cold, and from the fatigue to which 
they had been exposed, f 
The regent The regent was no sooner informed of the arri- 
to atoertain val of Winter, than she dispatched a messenger to 
5 uTS?* inquire for what purpose he had come. In confor- 
^ inity with his instructions, he gave this evasive reply, 

• Stowe'fl Annals, p. 64|. Camden^ Annals, p. 47. Hayne's Col- 
lection of State Papers left by Lord Burleigb, and published at Lon^ 
don, 1540, Vol. I. ; correspondence contained from p. 21S to p. 939* 
Keith-'s Appendix to Book 1st of his History, p. 45, where a copy of the 
instructions to Winter is inserted from the Cotton Libnuy. 

t Buchanan, Lib. xyi. p. 321, S22. Holinshed's Chronide* Vol. tl. 
pbSOO. Knox B. ill. p. 808. 

9 
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That he had saijl^d in .pursvut of gome pirates, and chap. 
that he had directed his course towards the Frith,^ 



in the hope that he should meet with them in the ^^^' 
adjacent se^s.* The queen-dowager had too much 
penetration to be satisfied with such an answer; 
shjei therefore complained to Elizabeth of this breach 
of friendship, requesting that she would recal her 
ships, and not violate the treaty with France, by af- 
fording support to those who had risen in rebellion 
against their lawful sovereign. Elizabeth stated, 
that she had no intention of going to war either 
with Scotland or France ; that having heard of 
French troops being sent to Scotland, without 
Rowing for what pmpose, she had tak^i such pre- 
cai^tions as would secure her dominions against any 
attack which might be made upon them ; but that 
she would not permit her subjects to enter Scotland, 
pnless they were compelled to do so in their own 
defence*! 

Yet although she held this pacific language to^^^^Jj^ 
the^ regent, she was convinced that it would be Te^ assist the 
quisite to aid the lords of the Congregation ; and she 
had actually given full powers to the Duke of Nor- 
folk to meet with thdr commissioners at Berwick, ^J^^; 
and to arrange the conditions upon which her assist- *^«^^ 
ance would be given. The lords, informed ofthisde- wick. 

• Leslie, Lib. xvi. p. 581. Holinshed's Chronicle, Vol. IL 
p. 301. 

t Leslie, Lib. x* p, 521. Hollnshed's Chronicle, Vol. XL p. 301, 
309. 
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CHAP, tenniiiation, met at Cupar, and elected, as their re- 
^'^" ^presentatives for completing a treaty, to them so in- 



Feb. 



teresting, the prior of St Andrews, Lord Ruthven, 
the masters of Maxwell and Lindsay, the laird of 
Pittarrow, Henry Balnaves, and Maitland, who was 
still in England. All these, with the exception of 
Maxwell, repaired to Berwick, authorized to con- 
clude any agreement which they should consider as 
calculated to advance the interest and the views of 
the Congregation.* 

It was not, however, till after Elizabeth had made 
many efforts to gain her object without a formal 
alliance, that she consented to treat with the discon- 
tented faction in Scotland. This is apparent from 

Instructions , , . ^ 

to the the very particular instructions which, even after 
KoffoiL the Duke of Norfolk^s ^pointment to superintend 
the armaments destined W> act in that country, were 
given to him, both by the council and by the queen 
herself. In a letter from the queen, he was enjoin- 
Dec 30. ed to confer with Sadler, ^^ whether it would not 
be sufficient aid to the Scotch, for the expulsion ol 
the French, if the ships sent by her should lie in the 
Frith, and prevent the arrival of any supplies from 
France. And as for their farther aid upon the land, 
to let certain good English captains secretly depart 
to them, to lead their men; and some vessel with 
powder, small field ordnance and shot, to be co- 



* Knox, B. ill. p. S14, 21 7. Spottiswoode^ B» iii, p. Ul. Keith, 
B. i. p. lis, 117. 



1559. 
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lourably taken by the Scotchmen in the Frith, either chap. 
on the Lothian side, or the side of Fife ; and some ^^»^L, 
gunners by the like colom*, to serve the same pur- *^^ 
pose ; and so farther to give them in other things 
such aid as might serve their turn to expel the 
French, and yet not to have any open hostility on 
our part shewn at the first.*'t 

From this and some subsequent letters, the aver- Elizabeth 
slon of the English queen to take an open part in]^]^^ 
the war is placed beyond a doubt ; but Norfolk^^*" 
was too well informed of the state of parties, to flat- 
ter her with the hope that temporizing schemes 
would be sufficient. So late as the twenty-fourth 
of January, he found it necessary to deliver his opi- ' 
nion explicitly upon the subject. In a letter to 
Cecil, he thus answers the question whether the 
Scotch were able of themselves to ddiver their 
country from the foreign troops which they were 
anxious to remove. ^^ How the Scotch are able to 
do thb, you have had experience, for you may be 
sure that if their power had extended thereto, 
neither would they have required our aid, nor yet 
had it been to do at this time. Wherefore, consi* 
dering how &r ber majesty hath proceeded with 
them, and what hope they stand in of her majesty's 
aid, which hadi been so assuredly promised unto 
them, I cannot see how the same can be staid, with* 



* Hayne's Collection of State Papers^ Vol. L p. 21d. 
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CHAP, out some dishonour, and also great danger of both 

^—■^■■'^ these reahns."* 
^^^' Forcible as was this representation, it did not 
totally decide the sentiments of the queen; for in the 
letter of instructions which she wrote to Norfolk, 
in which she declares her determinatiofi to assist the 
lords against the French, she adds, ^^ except it 
should appear to you, either with such wise and ex- 
perienced men as ye shall judge meet to consult, or 
with the lords of Scotland, that the nobilit]^, and 
part of Scotland themselves, shall be able to expel 
the force of France which is presently h6re, or 
otherwise be able to preserve the king(&>m fit^m sub» 
duing arid siibvdrsibm*"! '^ -^ '^ • ^"^^'^ ^^ 

It api^ears fironi tHife cciiteslpfbriaence/asai^ 
bfeth was ffeel^ im^r<!sSed^wtlh^flfe^i^iU'^^ 
rushing iilto' a \*Ar;-^he inight BHi^ i^*^ ififtg^* 
doiii ; that,^ffl:e^a g6b!i'^d*ereig^,ia^^S aittficSte 
fbi^tJite <i(Mtitifa6cerdFpe!kiej but^&at;«^l^^^ 
time, she was convinced that^tlt^ tisfotiij^Mr diPdf^ 
SVefr(^h^fii^^Sc^tlatidf, wdMd^ttde-^fflfi^ ^iSteri^ Aer 
6wn^af^tyibW%S}^lf^{^^ til^i«li»)afeili 

utucin- d6riceH)fIie!P^lrtecafe;^^^^ 

her*^/'' motive By' HWftA^heJ^^^ 

^e^" ^dtrattods'proBablyMarDkfe dr>ii»iv#iigkr;^fi)rii« 

f^J^mo^ tlfotigh she Wife ^6Wiii%i|iM^^ 

opinion deservedly bad great weight with the council, signs this letter 
with the du^p* 

t Hayne's SHate Papers, Vol I,> i0^Mi''' ' ''^^"^^ 
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iaithy ,and^ upon various occasions gave to it the chap. 
most powerful and seasonable support, she would >^ ■y'-^ 
have reprobated the sentiments which Knox had ^^^' 
disseminated in Scotland, and would have felt little 
inclination, in so far as their peculiar opinions were 
concerned, to assist men who, in their zeal to eman* 
cipate themselves from the shackles of Rome, had 
lost all respect for that splendour, and those appeals 
to the senses, which she was eager to continue in 
the church of England.* 

Neither is it likely that regard to the rights and Or by re* 
liberties of the people of Scotland, would have in- ^e ubertv 
duced her to aid. them by the resources of her^ndT*" 
kingdom ; for although, in all her memorials and • 
negotiations, she affected the utmost anxiety to pre- 
serve these, yet her attachment to liberty was too 
feeble to make her stand forth as its champion, had 
she not, in fighting for so noble a cause, most evi* 
dentiy strengthened the bulwarks by which her own 
throne was supported. 

It will soon appear that the policy of this princess, 
in cautiously avowing herself the ally of the Con- 
gregation,, was the result of extensive views of the 
relative condition of the principal European states ; 
but she was at length satisfied that it was necessary 
to enter into a treaty j and Norfolk met the Scotch 
commissioners at Berwick to adjust the terms. 
After mature deliberation the treaty was concluded, 

* Heylin's History of the Presbyterians, B. ii. p. 157: 
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CHAP, and I shall give the substance of its most material 

XIV 

', ^ '^ait^^^^g !• Elizabeth took into her protection the 
nt^^ kingdom of Scotland, the Duke of Chatelherault 
J^Tmu ^^ ^^ party, in order to maintain Scotland in its 
^'^^ liberties, as long as the marriage of Mary with the 
king of France subsisted, and a year longer. 2. She 
engaged to send them succours, and to continue 
the same till the French were driven out of the 
kingdom. 3. She bound herself to make no agree- 
ment with France till the French and Scotch were 
agreed to let the kingdom of Scotland enjoy its full 
liberty. 4. She engaged not to abandon the con« 
federates as long as they owned Mary for their 
queen, and endeavoured to maintain the rights of 
the crown. 5. It was agreed that if the English 
took places in Scotland from France, these places 
should be demolished or delivered to the duke'of 
GhateUieraulti at his choice, and that the English 
should make no fortifications. 6. The duke and 
his party pledged themselves to join ' their fca^f^ 
to those of England. It was* farth^ Stipulw^j 
7. That ^hey should not suffer #tuiuori;p|;,^pj;^^ 
land and France, but what,then e^ted.c S^^iTtat 
the enemies of En^lahd ^Hoiild Bte^the 'dneffil^'l^ 
the Scojtdi. 9. That if Eng%d w^^ii^^^^ 
France^ the lords should fumi^ the queen with tti^ 
thousand foot and tw^o thoiisahd ho^se. ' ^Kf/'^TKat' 
if the mvasion should be in the nortt^, tbeysliKiuId 
johi their forces to those of the queeft, at '^thfeii* 
own expence. 11. That if the Earl' of Argylff, 
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lord-justice of Scotland, should join the duke, he chap. 
should use his efibrts to reduce the north of Ire- . ^^ 
land under the dominion of the queen of England, ^^^ 
according to the treaty which he might make with 
the lord-lieutenant of Ireland. 12. That the lords 
should give hostages, to remain in the hands of the 
queen of England as long as the queen of Scot- 
land^s marriage with the king of France subsisted. 
Lastly, The confederates protested that they would 
continue loyal to the queen of Scotland, and to the 
king her husband, in every thing that did not tend 
to the subversion of the laws.* 

In thi3 important document, tl;ie loplty of the Elizabeth 
Scotish. lor(|s is,fplemnly and e:^plicitly declared. S^Sb" 



'^^^}'i'^i Oil . 'l» ' M ' ' professioiis 

,,* 4j y&iyf^ll^ acQQ^# of this ^ea|y is givep by ^nox in the third ^^^* 
Book of bis History, and he thus introduces it : *' And because we 
havelltai'd thd WticioUs tongues of wicked men make report of ):hat 
oiH! i^,'tre have fsH^fUlly and truly inserted:in thissour History, xhe 
gai|i^cqn^^ made at Berwick, that the memory th^eof may j^i^le 
to our posterity, to tfce end that they may judge with impartiality 
ivKfelhdir W^' h^^e 'dotit day thing prejudicial td our'commOnwealth, or 
con^^^l^ .Ihat du^ifuJl soh^^iencefwhich. trijte ^Iject^^ owe to th^ir 
superior^ whose authority ought to defend and maintain the |iberty 
and fi^edom of the realms committed to tlieir charge/^ I have copie^i 
thJEJi preainble, not mer%<to she^ :the enlrghtened sentinients wfiSbh 
^ox.pi}tei;t^*ned,S»pof^ th^.jjatiire^jpf goyerament, but^to Qbsefve 
from It that he plainly approved those parts of the treaty which en- 
f6$bed'l<^lty to the sovereign,' 'and (jdnsequdntly thar he%as not, as 
i¥^9ib9eti ofceA nipcesenH^i hostile to cobnarchjal govemm^t,^an([ 
a fopienter of turbulence and, sedition. See alsp, respecting the tre^^ 
ty^ BymeFs Foedera, Vol. ^V. ' Acta feegia, Vol. IV. p. 42^4*, 
Hk^f&^9ltaNlj^ap^6;>VolJr: pj^^i>355, from a minute indorsed 
by Ck^ciU, Cra;yv,f9rd's Collection, Vol. I. p. 169— X74, from Cotton 
Lib. Caligula, B.^x. jCsuni^en's Ann^s, p. 48, 49. 
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CHAP. It is probable, that without assurances upon thb 
wi-y-w point, Elizabeth would have refused to extend to 
^^"^ them her support ; for she uniforinly asserted that 
they were not rebels, and that she would not have 
been accessory to conduct, which it was the inter^t 
of all sovereigns to prevent or to punish. It is also 
remarkable, that not the most distant allusion is made 
to one of the most striking transactions of the lords, 
their suspension of the queen*dowager's authority. 
It may be supposed, that this step was not agree- 
able to Elizabeth, and the lords themselves do not 
seem to have been anxiou^s to fix upon it her atten- 
tion. Indeed, although they never formally re- 
scinded their resolution, they appear to have tacitly 
departed from it ; for we shall find that they soon 
addressed to this princess a memorial, implying that 
she was invested with the power which they had 
rashly attempted, by their act, to take away. 

The representatives of the Congregation request- 
ed that the queen of England would confirm the 
treaty by letters-patent under the great seal ; and 
they sent Maitland to urge this request, not from 
their having any doubt of her good faith, but from 
their anxiety completely to satisfy those of the nobles^ 
who^ without such a ratification, might suspect the 
validity of the contract. In the meantime, they 
agreed to return home, that they might collect and 
prepare^ their forces, which were to join those of 
the English queen at Achison-haven in Lothian, by 
Mar. 25th, the end of March j anci they pledged themselves to 
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be ready to deliver the hostages required, as soon chap. 
as Elizabeth had consented to the ratificadon under ^-y^^w 
the great seal. The Duke of Norfolk, from the 
communication which he had with the prior and the 
other commissi(mers, was thoroughly convinced of 
their good faith, and of thdr inclination to join 
cordially with his sovereign } and accordingly, when 
transmitting to her an account of the negotiations, 
he stated his belief, ** that they were grave and 
^screet men, disposed to hope favourably of the > 
dispositions of the majority of their countrymen 
towards them, but too cautious to make promises 
which they might not be able to fulfil ; that they 
had the utmost zeal to do whatever tended to unite 
in perpetual concord the two British nations, and 
that they only wanted that support which England 
eould s5 effectually bestow.*** 

Soon alter the convention at Berwick, Lord GIt^ Loifd Grey 
Was appointed to conimand the army which wa!s tOtomn- 
tnslrch'intO Scotland ; and in case of bis death, or ^y. 
of Jiis being rendered unable td discharge bis duty, 
Sfa* lames Crofts was nonliriiated as his successor, 
daid was instnici^ to iaccompany the expedition.t 
.' AUhough Eriisabetlvfaad hitherto declmed openly Ficndi 
pfbfbsislllg h^ bitedUohsrespectiDg the Congrega-p^ate 
tion, 3^ although the treatyof Berwick was actually %^^ 



£li2ab€th. 



' ^Wtyne's State Papers, Vol. I. p. 356 and 266. Letter from the 
Dii^e of Norfdlk, &a to the lords pf the privj-coitDcil« ^dated the 
last of February. 

t dyne's State Papers, Vol. I. p. 256, 257. 
VOL. II. R 
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^xnT' <^^^<^^^^^ when she was disayowing all hosdle in* 
^ ■ V ^^tentions agamst FVance^ the emissaries of that king- 
dom readily perceived what were her real designs, 
and conveyed information to their court of the mea^ 
sures which she had adopted.* 
Policy of The attention of the French court was thus direct- 
court ^^ to England,, and they determined to use every ef- 
fort to prevent so formidable an accession to the 
strength of the Scotish protestants, as would be made 
by Elizabeth. With their usual policy, they re- 
solved at this time to have recourse to dissimulation, 
p affect to the English queen the strongest desire of 
peace, and thus to suspend her aid to jthe Congrega- 
tion, till troops could be collected in Fran/ce to re- 
inforce the regent, and till me^ms could be found 
safely to convey them. 

It was the happiness of Elizabeth to be served by 
ministers not onjy 4evoted to her interest, and ambi- 
tious, through the most faithful discharge of their 
duty, to be honoured with her approbation, but who 
were possessed of the most splendid talents, apd who 
had frequently exercised these talents in unravelling 
the intrigues and tracing the crooked policy, to which 
Discern- Fraucc delighted to resort. Sir Nicholas Throkpjor- 
Throkl^ ton, one of the most eminent of her negotiators, 
was about this interesting period despatched to Pa- 

* Crawford's Collection, Vol. I. Npte by Sir Robert Cotton at 
the end of the treaty of Berwick in Crawford, but written by Sir Ro- 
bert at the beginning of it. . Cotton Library, Cal. B. x. 



morton. 
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ris. While prosecudng his jouraey, he accidental* chap. 
ly met with De Sevre, the ambassador commision- j^'^' 
ed by France to repair to the court of England. ^^^* 
He lost no time in conveying to his. sovereign an 
account of the character and talents by which this 
man was distinguished, and of bending all the force 
of his own vigorous mind to ascertain the pre- 
cise views which the family of Guise really enter- 
tained«* He suspected that De Sevre had recei- 
ved instructions to assume the language of modera- 
tion only to give more efficacy to schemes which it 
was the interest of Elizabeth to defeat ; and he was 
soon satisfied that his conjecture was founded in 
truthtt He accordingly urged the queen, the lords 

* Forbes's Account of Public Tr8nsactions.^,CoiTe9poDdQnce at 
ihe beginning of 1560. 

f Forbt;s's Public Transactions. The character which Throkmor- 
toD, in bis letters to the lords, gives of De Sevre, is very strikmg, 
and delineates most forcibly the qualifications which often lead to 
eminence and secure success in the negotiations of princes. " If 
ear be given to. honied words— if sweet language will persuade— if 
speeches wdll applied and couched, will be believed— if large offen of 
things and effect of nothing will work, now shall your lordships know, 
that he who can do all these things is now arrived with you ; now shall 
you well perceive that the enchanter is come to land, and will not fail 
to apply his whole power to work that which he can as cunningly han* 
die as any man in Europe. This man hath from his youth been train* 
ed up in Italy, Spain, Portugal, Almain,and all other places where wis- 
dom and experience are to be learned. He knoweth Scotland as well 
as the countryman. Our country is not unknown to him. He speak- 
eth many (ongues. He hath not been in^these countries to learn the 
tongues only, but he hath so by experience and good judgment, 
bridled his own nature and affectioned passions wherewith this nation 
is fuU fraught, that he is no more Fretich, by outward shew, than he 
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CHAP, of the council, and particularly Gecil, to whom he 
_^7*_^ a1mnst uniformly wrote a confidential communic9^ 

^^^' tion when he sent his public despatches, to be on 
jdieir guard ; assured them that however speciou$ 
might be the proposals of De Sevre, they were in? 
tended merely to procure delay ; that the hatred of 
the house of Guise to Elizabeth would never be re« 
moyed } and that, amidst all their professions of 
friendship, and all their efforts to conciliate, they 
were conducting their warlike preparations with 
the most unremitting activity. He often stated that 
jthe peculiar atuation in which the family of Guise 
were placed, rendered it doubly prudent in Eng- 
land to rise in her demands, and to require an abr 
solute compliance with what she conceived requisite 
for her safety j that they were regarded by im- 
mense numbers with jealousy and detestation ; that 
the relations which they had formed with other 
states had excited apprehensions for the tranquillity 
of France ; and that if Elizabeth was not deluded 
by their insidious artifices, she had an opportunity of 
securing the most important interests of her people,* 

is Italian^ no more Italian than Spaniardj no more Spaniard in pride 
than Dutchy nor seemeth to be niore malicious nor suspidous than if 
he never dealt vitb any that are ^ched dierewitfa. And as for so- 
briety, I need no otherwise describe him than he well sheweth. Ha* 
ving these things rare in this nation, he is, in my opim'on, kept in store 
as a select vessel, to be employed in such time as this is^ and to be 
alone maker of a dissembled friendsiiip» and a soon broken peace." 
i^orbes, p. 31§, 317. 

* See the various letters of Throkmorton to the qaeen, the lords 
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Throkmorton had indeed justly appreciated the chap. 
|foKcy of the French court. At the period of des- > ^^J'_ 
patching De Sevre, it was, for many reasons, of jjj/^; 
much importance to it, to slacken the exertions of ^fj*^"* 
England in favour of the Congregation ; and accor- cardinal 
dingly, while the ambassador, agreeably to his in- 
structions, was most sedulous at London, the car- 
dinal of^Lorrain, by the most pacific professions 
to the English minister at Paris, endeavoured to 
strengthen the representations which, with the most 
consummate address, were made to Elizabeth. In 
an interview which Throkmorton had with the car- peii. zml 
dinal, that artful prelate lamented that the queen of 
England had shewn a disposition to interrupt the 
good understanding which subsisted between her 
kingdom and France ; a disposition which had be* 
come too evident from her great preparations on 
the borders, from her havuig sent a fleet to the 
Frith of Forth, which had actually attacked some 
French vessels, and from her intention of interfe- 
ring to preveilt the punishment of those Scotish 
nobles who had risen in rebellion against their lawful 
sovereign. He said that these indications of war 
filled his master with the greater astonishment, as 
' he was most earnest to maintain inviolate the peace 
which had been so happily concluded ; and that 
eveu still he was anxious to become acquainted 

of the oouncU, and Cecil, during the eariy part of 1560^ as recorded 
by Dr Forbes in his Account of Public Transactions during the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth. 
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CHAP, with the grounds of complaint upon which Eliza- 
■ ^ w beth proceeded, that he might if possible take away 
every difference, and give to her the most ample 
satisfaction. 

Throkmorton, after representing the preparations 
on the borders merely as measures of precaution, 
defending the Scotish lords from the charge of 
rebellion, and professing ignorance of the at^ck 
made by Winter upon the French ships, stated 
to the cardinal, that his sovereign conceived herself 
injured by the king and queen of France, in their 
having. assumed her arms and titles ; and that she 
was the more disposed to view this with alarm, 
from the formidable army which they had sent to 
Scotland, and which was daily reinforced. Lorrain 
with much ingenuity replied to this representation. 
He declared that the troops had been sent to subdue 
men who had taken up arms against their sovereign, 
and who had refused even to receive the messengers 
who had been directed to treat with them. As to 
the assumption of the titles and arms of England,^ 
he professed not to have before known that this 
had been done ; and he then endeavoured to shew 
that it did not amount to a breach of the treaty 
which subsisted between the two crowns^ and 
that it was no sufficient cause for the preparations 
of Elizabeth. After some reply from Throkmor- 
ton, the cardinal concluded the conversation by as* 
suring him that his queen should obtain redress, 
and by requesting that he would transmit to Eng* 
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knd the substance of what had passed between chap. 

them.* With this the English ambassador readily . ,L^ 

promised to comply ; but sensible that, without ^^^* 
some representation from himself, the language used 
by the cardinal might deceive the council, he sent a 
messenger in whom he confided to communicate 
his own sentiments. He wrote, at the same time, to 
the lords of the council, alluding to the harmony 
between the professions of Lorrain and the propo- 
sals of De Sevre, but explicitly re-asserting his con- 
viction, that all these fawnings, as he expressed 
' himself, were employed to persuade the queen and 
their lordships, that every thing would be amicably 
adjusted, while nothing was more remote from the 
intentions of the French ministers ; that their sole 
view was procrastination, trusting that they shduld 
thus exhaust the patience and the finances of Eliza* 
beth ; and that, after she had desisted from levymg 
troops, they would soon find an opportunity for 
prosecuting their plans of ambition. He therefore 
strenuously advised that there should be no cessa- 
tion of arms, and that the queen should complete * 
every preparation which she had esteemed it wise to 
make.f 

De Sevre, in the mean time, had commenced his^J^J*^^*^ 
negotiations in London, and had succeeded in coun- the French 

•^ ^ ■ ambassador 

teracting,^ to a considerable degree, the prejudice in London. 

* Throkmorton's letter to Elizabeth, dated at Amboise> ^rth Fe- 
bruary^ Forbes, p. 334, &c. 

t Foibes's Public TraniactioBs, p. 346. 
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CHAP, against him, which the rq>re8entation of a states 
-■y^ '^rinan 80 profound as Throkmorton, could not £ul to 
^^^ have excited. He assumed the hmguage of t\m 
utmost moderation, palliated or defended with mucb 
delicacy^ and address the conduct of Mary in using 
the arms of England, ascribing it to the command 
of her father»in-law, and pressed for an explicit de» 
claration, whether Elizabeth intended to make war 
upon France, or to espouse the cause of the rebels 
in Scotland. The queen, exhausted with the length 
of a conference, to which she had admitted him^ 
and at which he urged, in the most insinuating 
manner, these points, and perhaps for a mometn 
staggered by the eloquence of the French minister, 
did not explicitly deliver her sentiments, or rather 
spoke ambiguously respecting her intentions ; for 
the afterwards thought it necessary, through Cecily 
to address to De Sevre a much more full answer 
than she had personally given ; a measure which 
she would not probably have adopted, had she, with 
her usual firmness, resisted the solicitations and ar- 
guments by which she had been assailed. ** 

In this paper she exposed the fallacy of De Sevre's 
reasoning respecting the arms, and vindicated the 
Scotish lords from the imputation of rebellion, 
which she anxiously embraced every occasbn to do. 
l*he answer is dated the seventeenth of February; 
the conversation, therefore, most probably had taken 

• Crawford's Collection of Papers respecting Scotland,^ Vol I. 
p. 167-169. I have inserted the answer in Appendix^ No. VL 
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place the day befell and in the course of it much chap. 
had been discussed, for the length to which it had -_ ^ '_ 
extended i$ mentioned as one reason why the queen ^^^ 
had not spoken more at large upon the two im- 
portant subjects with which it concluded. 

It is certain that she was at this time impressed 
with the idea that France was sincere, or at least 
tibat there was a prospect of her attaining the ends 
which she had in view, without having recourse to 
hostilities ; and accordingly, although she did not 
desist from her intention of entering into an alliance 
with the lords, she was resolved to proceed with 
the utmost caution, and not to embroil herself in 
war till every other method had failed. 

Upon the receipt of Throkmofton^s letters, com- 
municating the purport of his conversation with 
the cardinal, an intimation was of course made to 
De Sevre of the pacific views of his sovereign. It 
is probable that he received private instructions 
about the same period, for he now more strenu- 
ously renewed his attempts to convince the queen 
that France was most earnest for an amicable ar- 
rangement ; and he made a deep impression upon 
her mind. His proposals, indeed, were in the 
bighest degree fair and liberal. He agreed that the 
queen of France should for ever renounce the arms 
and the title of queen of England ; and when he 
was pressed with a requisition that the whole of the 
French troops should be sent out of Scotland, he 
acquiesced, with these slight and apparently rea- 
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CHAP, sonable limkaticms, that a few companies shotild b^ 

TCI V 

' ^ left, and that a longer time for sending away the 
troops should be granted than that which had 
been proposed by Elizabeth. These concessions 
were transmitted to the English ambassador at Paris* 
He was at the same time informed, that, after the 
receipt of his despatches of the twenty-seventh o£ 
February, the French minister had often been in 
conference with the queen and council, and that he 
had manifested a disposition to grant all things, 
both relating to Scotland and England, with the 
exceptions that the evacuation of Scotland should 
not be complete, and that it should not take place 
so soon as had been desired. Throkmorton was 
instructed to remonstrate agamst these demands, and 
to insist that all which the queen had asked should 
be conceded.* 
£ttzabetfa These letters were dated on the seventh of March* 
?**^^* On t^e eighth of that month, Elizabeth wrote to 
«f !»« the Duke of Norfolk, to inquire into the conduct 
the Con- of Winter, who had committed some hostifities of 
^**^ which she disapproved ; and on the day after, she 
sent another letter, requiring him to inform the 
lords of Scotland, that her forces could not march 
into then* country on the day which had been spe* 
dfied in the treaty. What the reason of this was 
she fully explained ; and the explanation sufficiently 
proves that she was, when she gave it, more dis- 

* Forbes's Account, p. 348-351. 
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posed to yield to the ihtriguing Frenchman than to chai^, 
the caution and discernment of her own minister. . ^'J* . 
** We have thought meet to let you understand ^^^* 
with speed, that at this present we have received a 
message from the French king, tending in words to 
reform all the injuries done to us, and to make an 
accord with us for the same, and to leave Scotland 
free from danger of conquest ; so for answer thereof 
we have given day to the French until the twentieth 
of this month, for a beginning to withdraw his 
force, aiui to the twenty -fourth for withdrawing a 
third part, and to the twenty-eighth for a half part, 
and to the second of April for the whole. Where- 
upon we see it meet that the appointment with 
the lords of Scotland be deferred from the twenty- 
fifth to the thuty-first/'* 

Norfolk was astonished at this delay, and he ven- 
tured, in his answer, to intimate that it would pro- 
bably excite uneasiness or suspicion in the lords. 
This, however, was, in the estimation of Elizabeth, 
of little importance ; she felt a deep interest in them 
only in so far as their success was connected with 
her own security ; and she was therefore deter- 
mined not to break off a negotiation by which 
that security might be easily and effectually ob- 
tained. I 

Throkmorton, apprehensive of the effect which R^mea. | 

might be produced at London by the art and hypo-^!^]^. \ 

ton. 

* Hayne's State Papers, Vol L-*Letter from the queen to Norfolk, I 

dated March 9th, 15ao. 
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CHAP, crisy of the French ministers, embraced every op- 
"J . portunity of representing what were the real senti- 
1 W. Qients of France. He assured the queen, that not- 
withstanding the pacific professions which were so 
frequently made, warlike preparations had never 
for a moment been intermitted ; and he soon detect- 
ed, more completely if possible than he had previous- 
ly done, the deceit of the court at which he redded. 
When, agreeably to his instructions, he informed the 
cardinal, that De Sevre had agreed that the arms 
and title of the English sovereign should be laid 
aside by the French queen, the prelate, without 
hesitation, asserted, that in this he had exceeded his 
powers { an assertion fully establishing what the re* 
cent appointment of Monluc, bishop of Valence^ as 
ambassador to the English court, had led Throk- 
morton to suspect, that all the concessions of De 
Sevre were to be disavowed or qualified, and a 
new negotiation in fact to be commencied. By this 
artifice, it was hoped that the assistance intended 
by Elisabeth fo^ the Scotch lords would be defer- 
red till the result of the negotiation was known, 
and that, during this time, the French forces in 
Scotland would be able to encounter the alfied 
army. 

The cardinal, however, did not throw aside the 
mask. He listened attentively to the demands of 
Throkmorton, and with much affectation of candour, 
requested that he would commit these demands to 
writing, assuring him that he should soon receive a 
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jdefinke answer. Throkmorton, although not au- char 
thorized to do this, readily complied ; but instead of ^— y^ 
receiving the answer which he had been led to ex- ^^^ 
pect, he learnt that a courier had been secretly des- 
patched to London ; and he was at length informed 
that die determmation of die Fraoich king respect- 
ing the demands had been transmitted to the bishop 
of Valence, and that the whole matter would be 
discussed with the queen.* 

Every step which was taken, might have con-^^^^f 
vinced Elizabeth that she had nothing to hope^^y^^j^ 
from the friendly disposition of the French court. i^^^oB^- 
She listened, however, to the bishop of Valence, 
who idly attempted to persuade her that the conduct 
of Mary, in wearing the arms of England, arose 
from that queen's desire of expressing her esteem 
and reverence for the English sovereign ; and even 
after she discovered that he was not furnished with 
sufficient powers to conclude a definite arrange- 
ment, she sent him into Scotland, instructing the 
Duke of Norfolk to escort him to Edinburgh, that 
he might endeavour, by his representations there, to 
close the wide breach which had now so long sub* 
fflsted between the regent and the protestant nobi<^ 
Uty.t 

* Letters from Throkmorton to the queen and lords, dated March 
15th, 1560, in Forhes's Transactions, from p. 360. 

t Hayne's Collection of Sute Papers, Vol. I.-»Letter of the queen 
to Norfolk, dated March 4M)th. She mentions that Valence had ar- 
rived ia Loxidon about thirteen days before. Cambden's Annals, 
p. JK). 
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CHAP. If the mind of Elizabeth was really in some de- 
^J^^J\_' gree influenced by the deceit of the French ministers, 
McmSki ^^^ council never lost sight of the deigns which 
hf^^ these men were sent to promote ; and in a most able 
«»»»«i memorial addressed to the queen, they attempted to 
bcth.^^^ confirm her resolution immediately to commence 
hostilities. They began by mentioning the enmity 
which the queen of Scotland entertained against her, 
and in which the king of France, from re^d 
to his consort, participated ; which was assiduously 
fostered by the house of Guise, and which might 
rationally be expected permanently to influence 
the policy of France towards England. They col- 
lected the most striking expressions of its invetera* 
cy i pointing out, that if it had not been for the in- 
tervention of circumstances, which no human pru- 
dence could have created or arranged, Scotland 
would before have been completely subdued by 
France, and a most formidable mUitary station for 
harassing England been secured. Presuming that 
these facts were incontrovertible, they represented 
that they had always thought it just, honourable, ne- 
cessary, and in some degree profitable, that she 
should aid the people of Scotland in their effprts to 
assert the independence of their country. They had 
considered this conduct as just, because the ulti- 
mate object of the French forces plainly was to in- 
vade her own dominions — as honourable, because 
it was generous to relieve an oppressed kingdom — 
as necessary, because if France subdued Scotland, 
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England would be compelled to maintain, upon her chaf. 
northern frontier, a powerful army, and would be . ^[^^^ 
constantly exposed to invasion, the consequences of ^^^ 
which would be most calamitous, and might be fa- 
tal, — and as profitable, because at no period could 
security against these evils be so cheaply purchased. 
After having most forcibly stated the reasons 
which should determine her to grant immediate as- 
sistance to the lords of the Congregation, they ad- 
verted to the objections which might be urged 
against what they so strenuously recommended. 
The chief of these were mistrust of the Scotch, and 
the danger of commencing a war. As to the fideli- 
ty of the Scotch to England, they said that little or 
no doubt of it could be entertained ; because they 
had continued in their hostility to France : not only 
refusing offers of peace, but even declining to listen 
to the persons who proposed them ; that they had 
in this cause shed their blood, and wasted their 
property ; that they had given hostages to Elizabeth ; 
and that the only mode by which they could be ex- 
tricated from the, difficulties by which they were en- 
compassed, was by the strictest union with a power 
deeply interested to protect them. 

Respecting the danger of commencing a war, the 
council acknowledged that they were abundantly 
sensible of it } but that they looked on it as a dan- 
ger which it was impossible, without sacrificing the 
interest of England, to avoid; that they would 
consider themselves as betraying the duty which, 

1 
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CHAP, as fiuthfiil advisers, they owed to her, if they re« 
>^, .^ '— / commended to her to rely upon the false and per* 
^^^ fidious promises of France } and that it ought to 
be taken into view, that it was more prudent to meet 
a smaller danger than to be exposed. to a greater* 
lliey delivered it as their opinion, that in order to 
shew her anxiety to preserve tranquillity, she should 
publicly declare that she had no intention of going 
to war with France ; that she would not invade any 
of the dominions belonging to that country ; that she 
would allow her subjects tb ei^ge in commerce 
with it ; and that she was only desirous, from mo- 
tives of self-preservation, to prevent a needless ac- 
cumulation of French troops in the immediate vici- 
nity of her kingdom — at a time, too, wh^i the fiunily 
of Guise had most openly asserted the right of their 
niece to sway the English sceptre* They conclud- 
ed this interesting paper, by beseeching her majesty 
not to make any more delays in joining the Scotch 
army, — delays wluch, while Aey incfeased the ex- 
pence of her government, could only tend to the ad- 
vantage of the French, and of those Scotchmen who 
had united with them aga^t the liberties of their 
country.* 

I have given a full account dF this petition, both 
because it dispkys the soundest views, and because 
it throws more light upon the disposition of Eliza- 

* This interesting paper is entitled, the Council's Petition to tfae 
Queen, and is given at length from Cotton's library, Caligt}la» B. z* 
m Forbes's Public Transactions, p. 990— SOS. 
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beth towards the lords of the Congregation, than all ch ap. 
the writings of our historians. [ -^ - v —^ 

Such a plain and energetic statement of thdr sen^ Effect of it. 
timents, from a council composed of men whose 
talents the admirable understanding of Elizabeth 
enabled her fully to appreciate, could not fiadl to 
have a great effect in determining her conduct ; she 
began immediately to act upon it, issuing next day 
the manifesto respecting France, which she had been 
advised to address to the world.* 

It cannot indeed be doubted, that she chose to 
appear as if she had been convinced by the argu- 
ments of the petition ; for before it was composed, March. 
she had become disgusted at the procrastination of 
the French court. On the twenty-second, the coun- 
cil, certamly with her concurrence, had written to 
Norfolk, informing him that the delay which had 
taken place in despatching his messenger, had arisen 
firom the proceedings of France, tending to per- 
suade and entice, the queen to give over her warlike 
preparations ; that the bishop of Valence had been 
sent to promote this object, but that his represeaj^ 
tations were so vain and unfounded, that it was evi- 
dent that the real design of the French court was 
to gain time for completing their own preparations ; 
and that it was therefore doubly important to her 



* Hayne's State Papers, Vol. I. p. 268—270. The paper is entit- 
led a proclamation^ declaring the queen-majesty's purpose to keep 
peace with France and Scotland, and to provide far the security of 
her kingdom. See Appendix, No. VII. 
VOL. 11. S 
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CHAP, majesty to regain the time which, in listening to the 
.^J' . proportions of France, had been unprofitably spent. 
iseo. j]iey conveyed to the duke her majesty's determi- 
nation, that Lord Grey should at the appointed time 
enter Scotland with her army ; and to extinguish 
the fears and the distrust which the protraction of 
the original period might have created, the queen 
sent with this despatch the ratification of the treaty 
of Berwick, with instructions that it should imme- 
diately, upon receipt of the hostages, be delivered 
to the lords.* ^ 

Engiidi On the twenty-aghth of March, the English forces 
s^lSnd" under Lord Grey marched into Scotland, to form 
a junction with the army of the Congregation. 
This army, in terms of the treaty, had assembled, 
and was advancing to the place which had been ap- 
pointed. It was evidently the interest of both these 
parties to proceed now with the utmost expedition. 
But Elizabeth, notwithstanding the decisive tone 
which she had assumed, was again staggered by 
iiKSQiution the artful conduct of Monluc. A week after the 
beth. council had acquainted Norfolk with the unsatisfac- 
tory nature of that prelate's communications, she 
wrote to the duke, commanding him to use every 
effort to avoid actual hostilities ; to consult upon this 
subject, not with military men, whose professippal 
habits might incline them to war, but with Sir Ralph 
Sadler, in whose prudence and caution she placed 

* Haynes' Collection of State Papers, Vol. I. p. 267, S68. 
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the greatest reliance, and to send him to Lord Grey, thaf. 
if that should be conceived to be necessary,* ^,in^i,i^ 

This letter, so unlike what might have been ex« ^*^ 
pected from a princess of the acute penetration and 
strong mind of Elizabeth, establishes most clearly 
the dexterity of the French ministers, and confirms 
what has been already stated, that it was regard to 
her own interest which at first led her to assist the 
Congregation. Notwithstanding her solemn assur- 
ances to them, and the tender concern which she 
had expressed for the preservation of their li- 
berty and independence, it is plain that she would 
even at this time have abandoned them, could she 
have obtained her great object, the evacuation of 
Scotland by the French. This, indeed, could not 
have taken place, without materially benefiting the 
protestant lords ; but still it would not have ena- 
bled them to secure that religious freedom for which 
they had so long contended. Had the queen-re- 
gent been left in possession of the reins of govern- 
ment, and had it been placed beyond a doubt that 
she would be supported by Elizabeth, or at least, 
that the lords could not expect from that princess 
any assistance, their adherents would have rapidly 
ditmnistied^ their own patience and property would . 
have been exhausted, and Scotland, failing to eman<> 
cipate itself from the shackles of Popish despotism^ 
might still have been a stranger to the blessings 

• Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. p. 379, «7S. 
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CHAP. * which, by breaking these shackles, it has so long 

^.fj!!:^ enjoyed. 
^^^' Elizabeth wrote also to Lord Grey, enjoining 
him to follow the conduct which she had prescribed 
to Norfolk ; and she added to this letter a postscript, 
which shews that, at the period of writing it, she 
had been induced to relinquish what she had repre* 
sented as essential to peace, and what she had com- 
manded her ambassador at Paris absolutely to re- 
quire. I transcribe her words, because they throw 
much light upon the varying counsels which per- 
plexed her ministers at the commencement of her 
alliance with the Scotishprotestants. — ^^ And where 
the bishop of Valence seemeth by his words to 
utter that the French will not desire to continue any 
more soldiers in Scotland, thto such as hath been 
accorded before time between the Scotch and them, 
and as upon an accord now made with the Scotch 
they themselves shall think meet, our pleasure is, 
that consideration thereof should be had ; and if the 
same shall not seem dangerous to Scotland, then we 
would wish that the purpose for expelling them all 
thence were qualified, and that the greatest number 
might be removed, and no more left than may seem 
to stand with the safety of the country from the 
danger of conquest, and regard had to the French 
king's honour, whom it may so much touch to re* 
move all, that he shall be advised rather to adven- 
ture all."* 

* Compare with this the letters of the queen and the lords of the 
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The negotiations between France and England chap 
were too important to escape the observation of the ^ 1_ 
king of Spain, who was deeply interested in the is- in^^\ 
sue ; and he determined to interpose his good offices J^^^^^^ 
to prevent matters from proceeding to extremity. <>^ Spain. 
Throkmorton, with his usual activity, discovered 
the design of Philip, and ever watchful of his sove- 
reign's interest, he was desirous that no errone- 
ous information respecting her views and conduct 
might be transmitted to the Spanish monarch. To 
secure this, he addressed himself to Philip's ambassa- 
dor at Paris, and communicated to him those propo- 
sals of Elizabeth, which, at the request of the car- 
dinal of Lorrain, had been committed to writing. 
This manly and open manner of proceeding made a 
deep impression upon the ambassador. He declared 
his conviction that the queen of England could not 
safely desire less than she had done, and that the 
^urt of France would act most unreasonably, if it 
refused to give her satisfaction. He at the same 



councfl to Sir Nicholas Throkmorton, dated the 7 th of March. In 
the letter from the council it is said, ** as long as there shall remain 
any men of war in Scotland, so long shall that realm be out of free- 
dom ; «nd so being, discord will arise between them and the French, 
"which will be a new occasion for them to augment their force, and 
so consequently enter into the same trade wherein now they be, which 
is so manifestly dangerous for this realm, as they may see by expe- 
rience it cannot be endured. —We can never be persuaded that so 
long as any port or haven of Scotland be in the hands of men of war 
of France, especially whOe the French queen liveth, this realm shall 
be in surety, but always shall remain in expectation of the like to 
come again that hath now happened.'' Forbe9> p. 349, 350. 
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^AP. time infoimed Throkmorton, that De Glaion, who 
was to be despatched to England, was a man of 
profomid wisdom, and fully sensible of the import- 
ance of preserving peace between the Low Coun- 
tries and England.* 

De Glaion arrived in England about the begin- 
ning of April ; and on the eighth of that month he 
made a declaration to one of the ministers of Eliza^ 
beth, that he had been sent by his master to be a 
mediator between her majesty and the French king, 
and that he was desirous that the differences subsist- 
ing might be so adjusted, as that the safety of Eng- 
land might be secured, while the rebels in Scotland 
were punished ; but finding that the queen^s army 
had already marched into Scotland, and that he could 
not follow the tenor of his instructions, he request- 
ed that she would r^cal her troops, or that she 
would abstain from hostilities for forty or fifty days, 
till he could receive new orders how he was to act.f 
Elizabeth had foreseen that Philip would interfere, 
and convinced that the French would use every ar- 
tifice to inflame him against her, and sensible that 
the religious sentiments of the lords of the Congre- 
gation would excite indignation and horror in the 
gloomy and bigotted mind of the king of Spain, she 



* Letter from Throkmorton to Elizabeth, dated 15th March, in 
ForbeBy p. 360—369. 

t Spanish ambassador's declaration to Sir Francis KnolIySy dated 
April 8thy 1560, in Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. p. ^0, from a mi- 
nute by KnoUys, endorsed by Cecil. 
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had sent Lord Montague and Sir Thomas Cham- chap. 
berlain to repres^it to him the motives by which » J^'J^L 
she was influenced, and to alarm his fears or his ^^^' 
jealousy, by assuring him that the ultimate object of 
the French court was to annex Scotland to the do« 
minions of France.* 

While these men were labouring to conciliate 
Philip, Cecil, in a most able and elegant Latin me- 
morial, answered the declaradon of De Glaion. In 
this answei* the conduct of Elizabeth is justified, 
her forbearance is extolled, the impracticability of 
a scheme which had been proposed by De Glaion, 
to unite with the troops of France in Scotland, 
some Spanish forces, which might prevent any at- 
tempt of the French upon Enghnd after the rebels 
were subdued, is demonstrated, and the real objects 
of the queen for acting as she had done, are expli- 
citly avowed. This memorial seems to have sads- 
fied the Spanish ambassadpr j indeed, .it has been 
suspected that he was not averse to the schemes of 
Elizabeth with respect to Scotland ; his master's an- 
tipathy to France having in some degree overcome 
the detestation with which he naturally regarded 
the Scotish lords, who, in his eyes, were guilty of 
what he esteemed the two greatest crimes which 
could disgrace human nature — heresy and rebel- 
lion.t 

* Camden'8 Annals p. &1. Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. as last 
quoted* 
t Forbes's Transactions^ p. 409—410. Camden's Annalsi p. 49, $0, 
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CHAP. But although Elizabeth \9as too wise to recal her 

XIV. ° 

^army, or to shackle it by restrictions which would 
have defeated the end for which it had been sent, 
she was still desirous to negotiate ; and Lord Grey, 
the general of the army, was enjoined, before taking 
an active part, to endeavour to commence a treaty 
with the <}ueen<-regent, and to procure her consent 
to the propositions which he was to submit for her 
consideration.* 
She re- ^^ ^^^ approach of the English forces, this prin- 

KdiSbmrh ^^^ rcsolved to leavc her residence in Leith. She 
Castle. knew that it would be besieged by her enenues ; and 
the impau-ed state of her health, occasioned or in- 
creased by much agitation and distress of nund, 
rendered her little able to submit to the privations, 
and to expose herself to the tumult and the hazard 
to which a severe contest would unavoidably give 
rise. She requested to be received into the castie 
of Edinburgh ; and, on some of the first days of 
April 4th. April, she was admitted by Lord Erskine, the go- 
vernor. This nobleman, although rather inclined 
to embrace the principles and to promote the de- 
igns of the Congregation, had too much gallantry 
and generosity of sentiment to refuse an asylum to 
the mother of his sovereign. He had indeed um- 

Camden does not seem to have known with certainty that the scheme 
mentioned in the text had been actually proposed, for be introduces 
it by saying, nee suspicione caruit, &c. The memorial of Cecil places 
the matter beyond a doubt. . . 

' * Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. p. 275, 276. 
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formly conducted himself with a degree of mode* chap. 

• XIV 

radon and impartiality, which, in an age of faction ^ ^'^ 
and of civil war, reflect the highest Iu)nour upon ^^^' 
his character, and which, contrary to what genendly 
Imppens under such circumstances, had really gain- 
ed the esteem of both the contending parties.* 

The regent's retreat to the castle inspired thePeatbn 
lords with some hope that she might stilL be per-L^ 
suaded to prevent those hostilities, the effects of 
which she viewed with apprehension ; and although 
they had deposed her from the regency, they ad.4*hor5th 
dressed to her a letter, in which they implored that^ 
she would exert her influence to remove the French 
army. They declared that they had united with 
the English sovereign, not from deficiency of loyalty 
to their own, but because they conceived this mea« 
sure to be necessary for asserting the independence 
of their country; and they concluded with this 
striking and fervent request : " Most benign prin- 
cess, we beseech you again and again, that, having 
considered the justice of our petition, the evils 
which must result from war, and the importance 
of peace to your daughter's troubled kingdom, you 
would willingly comply with our just prayers. If 

* BuchanaDy Lib. xvi. p. 32^. Knox, B. iii, p. 223. Spottiswoode, 
B. iii. p. 144. Leslie, Lib. x. p. 521. Lindsay of Pitscottie, p. 211. 
Keith, B. i. ch. xi. p. 122« Spottiswoode says, that the regent went 
to the castle on the fourth of April ; Lindsay, that she removed there 
on the first. She was certainly in the castle early on the ith» or be- 
fore it. Keith says, in general^ that she was received in the beginning 
©f April. 
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CHAP, you do 8O9 the remembrance of your moderation 

. ^'^' . shall be perpetuated amongst all nations, and you 

1560. will secure the peace of the greatest part of the 

Christian world." This letter, dated at Dalkeith, 

was sent to the regent ; but the period of concilia^ 

nisrcgard- tion was past. She now regarded the men who 

subscribed it as guilty of rebellion ; and whatever 

might have been her sentiments of the calamitous 

condition of Scotland, she could not overcome her 

reluctance to treat with those who, notwithstanding 

their professions of attachment, had combined against 

ApnL their lawful queen, and had united with the forces 

of her stem and dangerous rival.* 

The English army, consisting of six thousand in- 
fimtry, and nearly two thousaxxd cavalry, having 
joined the army of the Congregation, it was, in 
consequence of much deliberation, resolved to be- 
siege Leith, the chief station of the French troops. 
After a skirmish, in which both parties almost 
equally suffered, the siege was commenced. Lord 
Grey, however, did not neglect the commands of ' 
Elizabeth. Upon his approach to Edinburgh, he 
opened a communication with the queen-regent^ 
and submitted to her the conditions upon which his 
sovereign would recal her army, and support the 
right of Mary to the obedience of her subjects. 
This was highly acceptable to the regent. Instruct- 

* Bnchanan, Lib. xvi. p. 322, 323. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 144. 
He says that the letter was dated upon the 5th of April, which is not 

improbable. 
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ed by the French court, she wished to procrastinate, chap. 
and she met the propositions of Elizabeth mfh. ^ , ^ 
terms similar to those which had been specified to ^^^ 
the English council.* 

Elizabeth felt much anxiety about the result of ^J^^^ 
this negotiation, and accounts of its progress werebeth. 
regularly transmitted to her. Sir George Howard, 
who had been employed to conduct it, was sent by 
the Duke of Norfolk to London ; and it appears 
from a letter of Throkmorton to Cecil, who had 
transmitted to that minister at Paris the information 
from Scotland, that Howard, doubtful of success, 
had probably urged compliance with the wishes of 
the regent.! 

* Haynes* State Papers, Vol. I, p. 979. 

f Spottiswood, B. iii p. 145. Leslie, Lib. x. p. S^^* Letter 
from Throkmorton to Cecil, dated from Amboige, April S8tb, 1560, 
in Forbes. In this letter he says, ** I do note also, that among your- 
selves ye be either divided or not united/' He evidently was very sus« 
picious of the accuracy of Howard's information ; and he points out 
what method should be adopted to ascertain the true state of afiairs 
in Scotland. He advises at all events to pay the utmost attention to 
the navy ; and upon this subject he makes the following judicious ob- 
servations, which^ after the brilliant illustration of them by the events 
of modem times, must be perused with much interest, and with a 
high opinion of the soundness of his understanding. ** In any wise, 
Mr Secretary, bend your force, credit, and device, to maintain and in« 
crease your navy by all the means you can possible ; for in this time, 
considering all circumstances, it is the flower of England's garland. 
Animate and cherish as many as you can serve by sea. Let them nei« 
ther want good deeds nor good words. It is your bedt, and best cheap 
defence, and most redoubted of your enemies, and doubtful friends. — 
There are not so many perils in it as there is to depend upon fortress- 
es, neither the charges be like. Surely it is so necessary at this time 
to increase it, and preserve it, as rather than fail, immunities and 
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CHAP. The lords of the Congregation were soon filled 
J^\ -with apprehension, in consequence of the frequent 
Anw£n- conferences which were held with the queen«mo- 
«^*^« ther. They rery naturally dreaded that a peace 
might be concluded, in which their interests would 
not be sufficiently con$ulted;. and the imprudent 
conduct of some of the agents of Elizabeth 
strengthened this impression. The effects re« 
suiting from want of cordiality, or from distrust, 
might have been in a short time most alarming, 
and it became, therefore, necessary to place be- 
yond all doubt, that Elizabeth would firmly adhare 
to the cause of the Congregation. Accordingly, 
while the door of peace was not yet closed^ she re- 
solved to s^ve to the lords the most explicit assur- 
ances of her cordiality, and to prosecute the aege 
with a degree of vigour, destroying every hope 
which the enemy, from the apparent Ustlessness ex 
aversion to war on the part of the English, might 
have formed.* 

privileges are to be granted to those that serve in that kind of service^ 
even like as those vdse and politic governors did grant prerogatives in 
England, to the plough and ploughmen long ago, when the realm was 
desolate and unlaboured.'' Sir George Howard had been sent to Lon- 
don about the loth of April, with the articles which had been the 
ground of the treaty between the regent, the English, and the lords. His 
mission was not approved by Eh'zabeth, as appears by a letter from her 
to the Duke of Norfolk, when' she communicated her resolutions re* 
specting these articles. Throkmorton's letter sufficiently explains the 
cause of this dissatisfaction. Compare Haynes' State Papers, VoL I. 
with the correspondence in Forbes. 

* See the correspondence between the Duke of Norfolk and tbe- 
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It is not unlikely that the conduct of the English chap. 
generals, and the suspicions excited by it, led to v ■ y^ -^ 
the last bond of association into which the lords Thdr la^ 
entered ; by which they engaged to stand by each ^^ 2iau 
other, and, at the risk of every danger, to support 
the civil and religious liberties of their country.* 

In this bond they were joined by the Earl of Eari of 
Huntly, who had of late become more favourable 
to them than he had formerly been. Holding one 
of the highest offices of the kingdom, he had long 
been steadily attached to the court, and had, by his 
counsels, even retarded or prevented the restoration 
of tranquillity. He certainly highly disapproved of 
the excesses of the reformers ; and he had, not long 
before subscribing this agreement, saved from the 
intemperate zeal of the barons of the Meams, the 
cathedral of Aberdeen, which, after overthrowing 
several religious houses, they had determined to de- 
stroy .f Perceiving, however, that the Congrega- 
tion was gaining strength, or convinced that the 
deliverance of Scotland from the French was essen- 
tial to its independence, he had opened a correspond 
dence with England ; and Cecil himself had written 
to confirm him in the resolution which he had now 



queen and council during the month of April 1 560, as dj^tailed under 
that date in Haynes' CoUecdon of State Papers, Vol. I. 

♦ Knox, B. iii. p. 224—225. Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. 100, and Ap- 
pendix to that volunae, Ko. 23. 

t Leslie, Lib. x. p. 520, 521. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 144, Keith, 
B. i. ch. xi. p. 121. 

4 
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CHAP, formed, to assist, by his great influence, those mea- 
,^J' . fiiirpg which were adike beneficial to Scotland and 

^^ England.* 
Btthop To the efforts of Elizabeth to procure peace, 

S^i^^^ must be added those of the bishop of Valence, who, 
J^J^to having received a passport for entering Scodand, 
"•**• left Berwick on the twentieth of April, and arrived 

pcscc* 

at the English camp on the twenty-second. This 
prelate, who was vested with powers to make con- 
cessions and to restore harmony to the contending 
factions of Scotland, used all his eloquence and ad- 
dress to effectuate reconciliation ; but as the lords, 
to whom, after spending some days with the regent, 
he addressed himself, insisted upon the complete 
. evacuation of their country by the French, and upon 
its being governed in the absence of the sovereign 
by a council, nominated by her and by parliament, 
he returned to London without success.f' 
Combined From this period all hope of amicable adjustment 
d^ seems to have vanished, and both armies prepared 
to decick by the sword the fate of Scotland. Lord 
Grey was anxious to direct his first efforts against 
the castle of Edinburgh, that he might secure the 
person of the regent, whose intrigues, he justly 

* See LeUer from Cecil to the Earl of Hantly, dated March 18tb, 
1560. Haynes' Collection of State Papers, Vol. I. p. 926* 

t Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. p. 274 and t94. Buchanan, Lih. 
xvi. p. 323. Keith, B. i. ch« xl. p. 184. Memorial to the queen- 
dowager, in Crawford's Collection, VoL I. p. 175^ from Cotton Ub. 
Caligula, B. x. 



Leaith. 
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dreaded, would interpose every possible obstacle to chap. 
die accomplishment of the deigns of his own sove^ y ^ i'^- 
reigiu As, however, the Duke of Norfolk disap- ^*^' 
proved of the scheme, and as that disq>probadon, 
from respect to the queen-dowager, and from fear 
of disgusdng the lords, bent upon the expulsion of 
the French, had been sanctioned by Elizabeth, Grey 
directed his whole attention to the siege of Leith.^ 
It is unnecesssuy minutely to detail the events which 
occurred while the siege was continued. The science 
of war was then little advanced, and in modem 
times, when, unfortunately for the happiness of the 
world, that science has, from experience, been car- 
ried so near to perfection, the injudicious attacks, the 
negligence and the inactivity which such a detail 
would exhibit, can afford no pleasure and no instruc- 
tion.t 

The final determination of Elizabeth not to de^EHzabeth 
sert the Congregation, left to De Sevre no prospect ^^4 
of accomplishing the purpose of his embassy. He^^SJi. 
was at length convinced that war was unavoidable ; 
and, in the usual hypocritical style of diplomatic 
profession, he made a solemn protestation, that the 
calamities resulting from it virere wholly to be attri- 
buted to the English government. This assertion 
was of course officially contradicted, and the charge 
retorted upon the French monarch.^ Some time ApriL 

* Haynes' State Papers, VoL L— correspondence in April. 
t Stowe's Annals, Buchanan, Knox, and Leslie may be consulted 
under this year for the particulars of the siegew 
X Forbes's Public Transactions, p. 410. Camden's Annals, p. 60. 
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CHAP, before the protescadon, or upon the return of the 
^^^^'_t bishop of Valence from Scotland, one cflfort more 
1500. yjf^ made to gain the English queen. She was as- 
sured, that if she would recal her troops, Calais 
would be immediately restored* Dedrous as she 
was to recover this place, she had too much magna- 
nimity and too much policy to purchase it by sacri- 
ficing her allies, by degrading her own charact^ , 
and by endangering the independence of her king- 
dom. She therefore, without hesitation, replied, 
that she would never put this insignificant fishing- 
town in the balance with the safety and the liberty 
of Britain.* 
stite of But while the horrors of war thus threatened to 
'*'^ spread misery through Scotland, and the freedom of 
that country appeared to depend upon the issue of 
a most bloody and expensive contest, there arose 
causes which inspired France with a sincere wish to 
preserve peace with England, and produced the re- 
solution to sacrifice to the attainment of this object, 
those views upon Scotland which it had so long 
fondly and steadily contemplated. 

The enormous expence of recruiting an army in 
a distant country, separated from France by a boiste- 
rous ocean j the hazard which attended the voyage ; 
and the loss of many of their chosen troops by the 
inclemency of the season at which they were em- 

* Camden in his Annals> says, that this proposal wsis made on the 
same day upon which Grey entered Scotland. Rapin's Hist. Vol. II. 
Acta Re^a, Vol. IV. p. 16. 
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barked, or by the accidental tempests which scatter- chap. 
ed them, conspired with the embarrassed state of the ^-.^-v-^ 
finances to make a deep impression upon the coun- ^^^' 
selk>rs of the French monarch. The hope, however, 
of securing Scotland, and of gradfying the enmity 
which, amidst all their earnest and apparently candid 
professions, the secret despatches of the family of 
Guise to the mother of Mary too plainly shew that 
they contini^ to entertain against Elizabeth, and 
' the project of exciting in England the violence of 
civil commotions, and even of placing the. crown of 
that kingdom upon the head of the Scotish sovereign, 
might have counterbalanced these disadvantageous 
circumatances, and impelled to new efforts for ex- 
tinguishing the rebellion which the protestant Ic^ds 
had excited. The state of the public mind in France 
presented, however, an obstacle to foreign exertions, 
which the ministers of that kingdom, with all their 
zeal and ambition, could not venture to disregard 
or to resisti* 

The progjress of the reformation In the French 
dominions had been beheld by the Duke of Guise 
^nd the cardinal of Lorrain with the most poi^ant * 
regret; and they had attempted to arrest it by the 
savage cruelty of unrelenting persecution. Such ty- 
ranny, when opposed to religious zeal, was regarded 

♦ For the secret despatches to the regent of Scotland, see Forbes, 
p. 400, and Crawford's Collection of Papers from the Cotton Library, 
Vol. L p. 175. 
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CHAP, with the utmost detestation ; and a conspiracy was 
» formed, to cut off a family so abhorred by all who 



**^' valued liberty of conscience. This cons{Hracy burst 
forth at Ambpisey in the spring of this year ; and al- 
though the leaders of it were apprehended and pu- 
nished, and the execution of it was thus for a season 
prevented, the agitation which remained was suffi- 
cient to excite the fears of the cardinal and his bro- 
ther, and to induce them not to weaken, by foreign 
expeditions, that army which they might soon re^ * 
quire for the preservation of thar own power and 
safety,* 
Effect of it. Laying aside the duplicity with which they had 
Apifl ist, hitherto acted, the French council advised the king 
to grant a commission to the bishops of Valence 
Wish to and Amiens, in conjunction with La Brosse, autho- 
negotiate, j^^ing them to use every method to extinguish the 
dissensions in Scotland; to offer pardon to those 
who were willing to submit ; to meet with commis- 
sioners from Elizabeth, and to make with them 
such arrangements as should be judged calculated 
to advance the interest pf all parties.f New instruc- 
tions, still more explipit, were given at Chenon- 
ceau, on the second of May, to the bishops of Va- 
lence and Amiens, to La Brosse, D'Ossell and 

* Interesting particulars respecting this conspiracy may be found 
in Throkmorton's correspondence, published by Forbes. Ananusion 
to it may be seen in the memorial to the queen-regent, which has 
been quoted ; and ample details of it are given in theHistories of Fiance 
and of England. 

t Public Transactions, by Forbes, p. 397. 
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Randan ; these instructions were conveyed to Eiig* chap 
land by Randan, a man of rank, held in high esti- ^— ,^J-.> 
mation ; and he was also the bearer of a letter from ^^^ 
Francis to Elizabeth.* 

Some reverses of fortune at Leith, and the per- 
suasion that the court of France was sincere, so 
powerfully inclined the queen to seek peace, that 
the council could not resist her desire. That they 
might, however, secure all the objects of importance 
to England, and that no advantage in forming the 
treaty might be taken by the bishop of Valence, one 
of the able statesmen of his age, Cecil, was included 
amongst the English commissioners. Ample in-^^^^p. 
structions were given to him, to Wotton, and to^^^ 
the other ambassadors who were sent to conduct s»sii«^ 
the negotiations f and Cecil, guided by a sense of nonen. 
public duty, commenced his journey to the borders 
on the twenty-ninth of May.t 

Befoi*e his arrival in Scotlyid, the queen-dowager, jnne loth. 
worn out by anxiety and disease, expired at Edin-ch^L:^ 
burgh. It would be imjust to withhold from this^^n. 
illustrious princess the tribute which is due to her'**^** 
many public and private virtues* She was possess- 
ed of talents^ which, in ordinary times, would have 
admirably qualified her for the prosperous admini-* 



* Public Transactions, by Forbes, p. S19 and 4S2. Camden's An- 
nals, p. 53. Keitby fi. i. ch. xii. p. 13 . 

f Letter of KiUigrew to Sir Nicholas Throkmortony in Forbes, p* 
501«->See Appendix, No. VIII. Hajnes' Stote Papers, Vol. I. p. 319, 
S'^O. Camden's Annals, p. 53. 
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^xiv.' ^^^^^^^ of a kingdom ; and the general line of poHcy 
■ V '^ which, at the commencement of her regency, she 
resolved to follow, was calculated to disseminate 
amongst all classes of her subjects the most valu- 
able political blessings. Directing her attention to 
the remote parts of Scotland, which had long been 
torn by faction, or rendered wretched by oppres- 
sion, she established tranquillity, and extended to 
the inhabitants the protection of her government 
Deeply impressed with the infinite importance of 
administering justice with steadiness and impartial- 
ity, she determined to use every effort for securing 
it ; and notwithstanding the difficulties with wluch 
she had to struggle, and the haughty turbulence 
of nobles, who placed their greatness in superiority 
to law, she so far succeeded, as to metiorate the 
condition, and to gain the affections of the great part 
of the community. 

Her conduct in domestic life increased the vene- 
ration with which she was regarded, Uncorrupted 
by 4ier exalted condition, she was a pattern of tern* 
perance and moderation. Her household and her 
court were alike free from the frivolity and the vice 
by which royalty has too often contaminated the 
manners, and undermined the moral principles 
which it should have purified and preserved j while 
in her attention to the afflicted and the dbtressed, 
and in her comihiseration for the sufferings of her 
own sex, she exhibited the most amiable feelings, 
land the most condescending humanity. 
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Educated in the religion of Rome, and descend- chap, 
ti from a hxmly who gloried in their devoted at- 
tachment to the head of the church, the natural 
mildness of her disposition had preserved her from 
the intolerance which the peculiar circumstances of 
Christendom had then rather increased than dimi- 
nished, and she long listened with much forbeariance 
to those who had renounced the ancient faith. 

Yet, with every requisite in herself for dischar- 
ging with tenderness and with fidelity the most im- 
portant duties of a sovereign, it was her misfortune 
to be under controul, which defeated her wise in- 
tentions, and blasted every prospect of that national 
happiness, from which she would have derived the 
purest and the most elevated satisfaction. Sur- 
rounded by counsellors directed by the French 
court, and compelled in a great degree to obey the 
mandates of her brothers, whose intemperate ze^l 
was never softened by comp^assioii, she assumed the 
harshness of a bijgpt, and exercised the cruelty of a 
persecutor J $he exhausted the patience and in- 
flamed the passions of the majority of her sub- 
jects, till at length she kindled the flame of discord, 
^nd let loose the complicated horrors of civil war. 
The oppoisitibn of her own views to those which 
she finally adopted, rather heightened the antipathy 
which was fostered against her, because it mark- 
ed her conduct with an inconsistency which was 
not unnaturally ascribed to deceit, and which ba« 
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CHAP. Dished that confidence and that respect, without 
.—i^^^l,/ which there can be no esteem, and no permanent 
^*^' subjection. 

That she never had recourse to severity, except 
when she was acting contrary to her own inclina* 
tions, cannot however be asserted. The pasdons 
are often excited, even in supporting a cause which 
was at first viewed with abhorrence ; and the per- 
sonal insults with which she was loaded, the con* 
tempt which the lords of the Congregation too 
openly expressed, their suspension of her authority, 
and their alliance with Elizabeth, the rival, and, as 
she probably dreaded, the enemy of her daughter, 
occasionally excited the strongest feelings of resent* 
ment, and overcame her desire to treat with men 
whom she no longer regarded as the honest cham* 
pions of religious liberty, conscientiously im{doring 
that permission to worship God according to their 
principles, which is the first right of reasonable 
beings, but whom she detested, as having united to 
wrest from their youthful and absent soverdgn the 
crown which her ancestors for ages had worn. 

Under these impressions, she sometimes acted 
with a violence, a severity, jmd a hypocrisy, which 
cannot be excused, but which they who know the 
corrupting influence of political contention, will 
jkj while they condemn. 

As she drew near to the termination of her earth- 
ly existence, the power which temporary causes ex- 
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erted over her mind entirely ceated, smd she appear- 9^^* 
ed in the amiable and engaging light in which ^e ^ — rr^ 
had first been seen by the inhabitants of Scotland. 
Heif dying scene must excite the tenderest interest, 
and may teach the most salutary lessons. She de- 
sired to speak with the Duke of Chatelherault, the 
Earls of Argyll, Glem^aim, Marischal, and the Prior 
of St Andrews. To these noblemen, the leaders of 
the Congregation, she expressed her grief for the 
calamities which had descended on the kingdom. 
She earnestly exhorted them to labour for the re- 
storation of peace, to send both the French and 
English armies oitt of the country, to continue in 
thar allegiance to then: own sovereign, and not to 
renounce their ancient alliance with the monarchs 
of France. 

Having thus ddivered her sentiments respecting 
the nation, she turned to a more affecting subject. 
Bursting into tears, she asked pardon of all whom 
she had offended, freely forgave those who had in 
any way injured her, and then, embracing the nobles, 
who were deeply moved, she bade them farewell. 
Upon the verge of eternity, she lost, in the steady 
contemplation of hereafter, the religious prejudices 
to which she had adhered. She called for Willocks, 
<me of the preachers attached to the reformation, 
and after professing to him that faith in the merits 
of her Redeemer, which'^cere Christians of every 
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^xAT' denomination delight to cherish, she vfzs gently re- 
' moved from the world. 

It is difficult, at this distance of time, to con- 
template such a close of life, without being in- 
clined to pass lightly over her errors, and to believe 
in what she often said, that if she had been permit- 
ted to act agreeably to her own wishes, she would 
have composed all dissensions, and settled the king- 
dom in permanent tranquillity. 

We cannot wonder, however, that the reformers, 
who had suffered under her riegency, who had been 
compelled to submit to the most painful sacrifices, 
and had often trembled for the interesting cause in 
which they were engaged, should have dwelt chiefiy 
upon the unfavourable side of the picture ; should 
have considered her death as a blessing, and should 
have interpreted her actions with that want of cha- 
rity, which civil and religious commotions so often 
occasion. Knox did not escape from the influence 
of this contracted spirit, which was in every respect 
so unworthy of him. He uniformly speaks of the 
regent, not only in a manner evidently betraying 
exaggeration of her defects, but inconsktent even 
with the dignity or the decency of historical com- 
position. He seems with satisfaction to record and 
to perpetuate all the malicious slander, from which, 
at such a period, the most exemplary could not have 
escaped ; and although he mentions the conversation 
which, before her death, she had with Willocks, 
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i?pon which he might have been expected fondly to chap. 
dwell, he wishes to destroy the favourable impres- . J^'J; 
sion which it was so much adapted to leave upon the ^^^ 
minds of the people. Even in relating her death, 
when the unworthy spirit of party should surely have 
given place to more dignified and generous princi-^ 
pies, he seizes the opportunity to vent his antipathy 
against her £aimily, to calumniate the memory of her 
husband, and to insinuate the unfavourable senti* 
ments which he entertained with regard to the charac- 
ter of Mary, her accomplished but unhappy daugh- 
ter. 

There is no greater evil resulting from religious \ 
contentions, than the deplorable effect which they | 
produce upon the best feelings of our nature. They \ 
destroy that fair and candid temper, so congenial to 
the amiableness of youth, and which is essential not 
only to the discovery of truth, but to the peace of ; 
the individual, and to the happiness of society. 
They cast a veil over the virtues, and aggravate the 
vices, of all who are involyed in them ; in the ex- 
pressive language of inspiration, they so darken and 
bewilder the understandii|g, that even the wisest call 
good evil, and evil good* If a mind 90 superior as . 
that of Knox could no|: emancipate itself from the ^ 
prejudices into which, from this cause, he was be- 
trayed, how universally must they have been dis* ; 
seminated, and how i|iiserable must have been the 
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CHAP, condition of a country in which, by every event, 
^^^' ^ they were confirmed and strengthened ?* 






* Buchanan, Lib. xvi. p» SS4. Leslie, de Rebus Gestis Scotonim, 
Lib. z. p. 626, Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 146» li7. Knox« B. liL p. 
228, 229. Holinehed's Clironide, Vol IL p. 307, 308. Bome^s 
History of the Reformation in England, Vol. IL p. 413. Camden'ii 
Annals, p. 58. Calderwood's Hist of the Churdi of Scolknd, p. 13. 
Lindsay of Pitsoottie, p^ SIS. Keith, B. L p. 197—130. Sir James 
Melvil's Memoirs, p. 29. Calderwood, in his MS. Hist VoL I. and 
Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. Ill, enter into the views of Knox, and write 
with much harshness of the character of the r^nt, fixing their at< 
tention upon her opposition to the protestants, which, under her cir« 
cumstances, was to be expected, but overlooking all that part of her 
administration by which she eminently promoted the hapfuness of 
Scotland, and that forbearance to the members of the Congregatioa 
which she often shewed, and in consequence of which their numbers 
and their influence rapidly increased.*— Petne^s Hist Part 2. p. S17, 
918. 
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CHAPTER FIFTEENTH. 

Commissioners meet at NeoocasUe* . . .Resolve to proceed to 
Edinburgh. . • .Preliminary arrangements at Berwick. . . • 
Different interests to be sectored by the treaty* . • .Arms 
<^ England to be renounced by the French Sovereigns 
• . . .Difficulty of including in the treaty the lords of the 
Congregation.... This difficulty remofoed. ...English Com" 
missioners demand the confirmation of the treaty of 
Berwick. . .. Threaten to break the conference. . . The mat" 
ter adjusted. • .Glory and security of Elizabeth promoted 
by the treaty. . • .Jrtides respecting Scotland. . Jtemaris 
^ypon them. . . .Loyalty of the Lords. . . .Treaty advan^ 
tageous to England. . . .Article relating to religion. ...No 
e^xpress provision made for the Protestant faith. . . .Bea* 
son of this. • .Beformation very widely embraced by the 
people. . - .NobleSi from principle or from interest j dispo- 
sed to embrace it. . • .Lords considered it as sufficiently se^ 
atredf by being referred to a free parliament. . • .Peace 
prodaimed. . • .Joy occasioned by it. . . Jteflections. 

The town of Newcastle having been chosen as* crap. 
the place for commencing the negotiations, the.»^y\^ 
English and French commissioners met there on ^^' 
the dghth of June. It was soon found, however, c«mm*- 
that matters could not there be brought to a con- 
clusion. The French ministers declared that they 
could not treat respecting Scotland, without con- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



800 HISTOEY OF Tfl£ SEFORMATION 

CHAP, suiting vnth the queen*regent, while Cecil and 
/ Wotton, having heard of the delicate state of her 
healthy were not unwilling to remoye to Edinburgh^ 
imagining that the decease of that princess migitf 
incline Valence and Randan to accelerate the treaty^ 
and being sensible, that at so great a distance firom 
the scene of hostilities, much delay would unairoid* 
Boohreto ably be occasioned. It was dierefore resolved to 
S^boi^ proceed to Edinburgh ; but some stay was made at 
Berwick to settle preliminary arrangements wkfa 
regard to the mode of conducting the treaty, and 
to an armistice during the negotiation.* 
PrduDi. In the discussions to which these points gave rise, 
^l^c^ttto the French commissioners displayed so great as in- 
«t Berwiek. ciioj^tion to cavil and to {Mrocrastinate, that tbe pa- 
tience of Cecil was almost exhausted ; but having; 
at length agreed, they reached Edinburgh about the 
middle of June, and seriously entered upon t&e im* 
portant business which they were aj^iointed to ad- 
just.t 
pifferant In the treaty, two different Interests were to be 
be secured Comprehended. The differooces between the French 
^^t and English courts were to be settled, while the 
. rights and liberties of the lords of the Congrcga- 
« tbn were, without committing the hcmour of 

* InBtructions to Cecil, &c. in Forbes, p, 494. Letten of Cbdl 
and Wotton to the council, in Haynes' Stato Faapen, VoL L p. 324, 
385. 

t Letter of Cecil to Sir William Petrie, dated from Berwick, 15th 
June, 1 560, in Haynes, VoL I. p. 39S, taken from the original. 
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Braacisand Mary, to be secured.* These subjects, chap. 
jnurticularly the latter, could not fail to give rise tOu-5Jl^ 
much discussion ; and as the ablest statesmen in ^^^' 
Europe were employed in the service of their re- 
spective sovereigns, we cannot wonder that the 
utmost ingenuity was shewn, ^nd that every step 
proposed to be taken was minutely examined. 

The French commissioners were not averse to Arms of 
raiounce, on the part of the king and queen of to°i^^ 
France, the use of the arms and tl\e title of thej^^ 
mon^ch^ of England. They drew up a "^^niorial^^l^^g^ 
containing their proposals upon this subject, so in- 
teresting to Elizabeth ; and little diflSiculty would 
haye.beai experienced in adjusting it, had not that 
princess instructed Cecil to demand a compensation 
for the injury which she represented herself as 
having ^h'^dy sustained, by these arms and that 
title having been ever claimed and appropriated^f 
Even this, however, presented no insuperable ob» 
stacle to an amicable arrangement. The French 
were^ from various causes, most apxious that the 
English troops should be removed from Scotland ; 
and thj^y therefore ^t length agreisd, that the ques* 

* Instriictions in Porbes. Haynea' State Papers; correspondence 
of Cecil and Wotton with the council. 

t Crawford's CoHectton of Papers, Vol. I. p. 183, 183, contains 
a copy of the ofier made by jthe French ambassadors? Instniotions to 
Cecil, in Forbes, centred with a letter of Sir Thomas Parry and 
Sir William Petre to Cecil, printed in Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I* 
p.SS». 
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don of compensadoii should be reserved for fbtUK 
consideration.* 

The greatest difficulty arose from the negotiations 
respecting the inhabitants of Scotland, vrho had em- 
^Mtj the' braced the reformation. The noblemen, who di^ 
coBgRgB.. rected this part of the community, had uniformly 
been branded in France as guilty of rebellion ; and 
the ambassadors of that nation urged, that it woidd 
not be consistent with the dignity of their soverdgn 
and his queen'to place themselves on a level mih 
men, against whom they had denounced the most 
severe punishment. This, however, being merely 
a difficulty in form, was by a very simple contri* 
Remored. vance removed. It was determined that the lords 
should present to the commissioners a petition, com- 
prehending all their demands, and that an article 
should be inserted in the treaty, binding the king 
and queen of France to con^rm every concession 
of their ambassadors to the leaders of the Congre* 
gation.t 
Engiidi The great object of Elizabeth, and of her 8cotkh 
^^^e- sillies, was to continue the connexion which had 
J^^^ been formed between them by the treaty of Ber* 
^tv'o?* ^'^^^ f while the French were equally solicitous to 
Berwick, dissolve that connexion, or at least not to give to it, 
on the part of the queen of Scotland, any sancdon. 
When, therefore, Cecil and Wotton proposed that 

• Haynes, Vol. I. p. 355. 

t Acta Regia, Vol. IV. p. 17. Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. ; 
correspondence respecting the treaty. 
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the treaty of Berwick ^ould be recognized and chap. 
confirmed, the bishop of Valence and Randan posi- y ^ J' ^ 
tively refused to comply mth the demand. They ^^^' 
declared^ that tliey not only were destitute of autho* 
rity to consent to this, but that they had even re- 
ceived express orders not to make to that treaty the 
slightest allusion. They offered, however, to insert 
a dause, by which the part of it relating to the pre* 
servation of the libaties of both the Bridsh king* 
doms should be confirmed; but upon maturely 
considering the subject, they withdrew even this pro. 
posaJ. Cecil and Wotton remained inflexible, 
thre^itening to break off all conference, and to leave 
the cpuntry if this point' were not conceded. Yet Threaten 
although they held this firm language, it is certain Se^^cr- 
that Cecil had become very averse to the continu-^*** 
ance of war. What he had seen in his journey^ 
had produced or strengthened this aversion, and he 
fesoly^ to make every efibrt, con^stent with the 
safety and honour of England, to effectuate a peace. 
He had the satisfaction at length to succeed in car- 
rying his object with regard to the treaty of Ber* 
wick. Perceiving that the great wish of the Com- 
missioners was to preserve the dignity of their sove- 
reigns, and to prevent a formal declaration that the 
concessions to the Congregation were made in con- 
sequence of their alliance with England, he vtrith 
much dexterity framed an article, the language of The matter 
which was most gratifying to the bishop and Ran-**"***^ 
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€HAP. dan, while the substantial interests of the CcHigrega- 

-^^^' . tion were most firmly secured.* 
'^^ Cecil thus expresses himself upon this subject in 
a letter to Elizabeth : ^' It has been the most dif-. 
iicult thmg in this treaty to obtain a covenant from 
the French king and queen to your majesty^, to per- 
form thdr promises to their subjects, for therein, as 
they say, their master's honour is more touched, 
than in any thing that could happen to him ; for so 
^the world shall say, that he is forced by your ma- 
jesty thereto (as in truth he is, though it may not 
be said to Frenchmen) ; next the Scotch shall here- 
by owe all the favour, whkh they shall recave from 
their king and queen, to your majesty, as in truth 
also they do, though they may not say so to the 
French } and to make a cover for all this, those 
ambassadors were forced by us to take a few good 
words in a preface to the same article ; and we, con«r 
tent with the kimel, yielded to them the shell to 
-play withaU."t 

By this prudent management, coqoined with the 
great anxiety which all parties felt to terminate the 

J11I7 8(h. war, the treaty was at length concluded ; and this 



* See a very particular and interestiog account of tbis part of the 
negotiation, in Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. from p. 335. I have in- 
serted in the Appendix, No. IX. the various proposals which were 
made, and the article by Cecil, which was finally adopted, 

t Letter from Secretary Cecil and Mr Wotton to the queen's ma- 
jesty in Haynes' State Papers, Vol I. p. S52, 353, dated 6th of JuJy, 
1560. 
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cbntest, tiie most intaresting in which Scotland ever cfiAP. 
was engaged, was brought to an issue.* The glo* > ^J'_s 
ry and security of EGzabeth were thus eminently cbrt^a 
promoted. — She procured by the treaty the abjura- ^^^^ 
tion of claims, which, from the commencement of promoted 
her reign, had been to her the source of much dis- t«aty. 
quietude.; which she knew were esteemed valid by 
a great part of her subjects, and which, at a future 
period, might have occasioned more trouble and ha* 
zard than coold now ever arise from them, after 
having been solemnly renounced by the princess 
who done could maintain them. She also deliver- 
ed her kingdom from the imminent danger of in* 
vasion, with which, in every season of difficulty, it 
would have been assailed, had the French retained 
their footing in Scodand; while by her generous 
and magnanimous conduct to the Scotish lords, she 
gained their affections, and rendered them partial to 
an alliance. with England} thus establishing over 
their minds, and through them, over the govern- 
ment of Scotland, a more powerful influence than 
had been at any time possessed by its own sove- 
reign. / 

The part of the treaty which respected the Con- 
gregation, must be more particularly detailed, be* 
cause it laid the foundation for the establishment 
of the reformation, and because, without an intimate 
acquaintance with its leading provisions, it is im- 

* Duch^URn^ Lib. xvlL p. 3^6. 
VOL. I. V 
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GHAP. possible to form just sentiments of the ereiits by 
^which it was succeeded. 

The principal articles of the treaty evince the 
anxiety with which Elizabeth had watched over the 
interests of the lords, the care with which she had 
provided against thdr being harassed for thdr pre- 
ceding conduct, and the wisdom with which she had 
secured the future independence of their country, — 
After stipulating for the removal of the French 
troops, vnth the exception of a few who were to be 
left in the castles of Dunbar and of Inch-Keith, and 
who were to be subjected to the law of Scotland, 
the following most important stipulations were sanc- 
tioned by the negotiators : It was agreed, 1st, That 
an act of oblivion should be passed, for aboHshing 
the memory of all injuries and wrongs, attempted 
or committed against the laws of the realm, from 
the sixth of March 1558 until tlie first of August 
1560, which act should be ratified in the next par- 
liament, and confirmed by the queen, with the con- 
sent of her husband. 2d, That a general peace and 
reconciliation should be made among the lords and 
subjects of the realm, so as that they who were call- 
ed of the Congregation, and they who were not of 
the same, should bear no quarrel to each other for 
any thing done during the period above spedfied. 
3d, That the king and qu^n should not pursue, re- 
venge, or suffer to be revenged, any violence or in- 
jury which had been done since that time, nor should 
deprive or seek any pretext for depriving the subjects, 
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oranyofthem, of the benefices^ houses, and estates ch^« 
which they have enjoyed before, they condnuing to « 



yield due obedience to theur sovereigns. 4th, That 
to let it be known, that the king and queen are not 
willii^ to keep in remembrance any of the troubles 
which werepas^ the Duke of Chatelherault, and all 
other noblemen in Scotland, should be repossessed 
in their livings and benefices within France, after 
the manner that they enjoyed the same before the 
sixth of April 1558 ; and all capitulations in times 
past should be observed, as well on the part of their 
majesties as on that of the nobility and people of 
Scotland, fith. That where any bishops, abbots, or 
churchmen alleged diat they had received any injury 
in thdr persons or property, the same should be 
considered by the estates of parliament, and redress 
made according to reason; and in the meantime, 
that no man should prevent them from enjoying 
their revenues, or should do any hurt or violmce to 
thar persons ; and if any should do contrary to 
this article, he should be pursued by the lords as 
a disturber of the commonwealth. 6th, That the 
estates of the realm should convene, and hold a 
parliament in the month of August next, for which 
a commission should be sent from the French king 
and the queen of Scotland ; and that the said con* 
v^ntion should be as lawful in all respects, as if the 
same had been ordained by the express command 
of tbdr majesties ; providmg all tumults of war 
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CHAP, were discharged, and they who were endded to be 
..^.^^l^ present might come without fear, 7th, That for 
^^^' the better gOYaimient of the realm, choice should 
be made of a council, consisting of twelve wordiy 
men of the kingdom, of which number the queen 
should choose seven, and the estates five ; which 
twelve, in then: majesties' absence, should take order 
vdth the affairs of government ; and without their 
authority and consent, nothing should be done in 
the administration of public business. And that the 
said council shall convaie as often as they may con- 
veniently, but no fewer than six together ; or if any 
matter of importance occurred, they should. all be 
'called, or the most of them, provided it should not 
be prejudicial to the king and queen, and to the 
rights of the crown. 8th, That the kin^ and queen 
should neither make peace nor war widiout the 
counsel and advice of the estates, according to die 
custom of the country, as it was observed by their 
predecessors. 9th, That in time coming, the king 
and queen should depute no strangers in the ad- 
ministration of civil and common justice, nor be- 
stow the offices of chancellor, treasurer, comptrol- 
ler, and others of a similar nature, upon any except 
native subjects of the realm. 10th, That ftone of 
the lords of the nobility of Scotland should make 
convocation of men of war, except in ordinary cases, 
approved by the laws and the customs of the realm ; 
nor should any of them cause foreign soldiers to 
come into the kingdom, much less attempt to do 
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any thing against the authority of the kfaig or queen, ch af. 
or against thie authority of the council and other w..^ 
magistrates of the realm ; and in case any of them ^^^' 
had occasion to take arms, the same being first 
communicated to the council, theu: majesties should 
likewise be made acquainted with this ; ' and nothing 
should be done inconsistent with the duty of good 
and faithful subjects, loving the peace of their 
country, and desirous to live in obedience to their 
sovereigns, llch. That the army of England 
stould return home immediately aftar the embark- 
ing of the French, and that the Scotch army should 
then be disbanded and allowed to disperse. 12th, ^ 
That for the articles concerning religion, presented 
on the part of the nobility and people of Scotland, 
upon the consideration of which the commissioners 
declined to enter, but referred to their majesties, a 
certain number of noblemen should be chosen in 
the next convention and parliament, to be sent to 
their majesties, to lay before them what might be 
thought necessary respecting this important sub* 
ject.* 

* Crawford's Collection of Papers respecting Scotland, Vol. I. 
|). 186 — 193y contains a copy of the treaty between £ngland and 
France. Knox, B. iii. p. 229 — 234, gives the treaty upon the points 
presented to the commissioners, by way of petition from the lords 
and people of Scotland. These are different instruments, which have 
often been confounded by our historians. Some writers mention only 
the one, some solely the other. Rymer's Fcedera, Vol. XV. Acta 
negia, VoU IV. p. 17, 18. Wodrow's MSS. VoLVJ. p. 119, 113. 
Keith, B. i. ch. xii. has given an accurate account of the .treaties, 
^iaynes' State Papers, Vol. I. p. 354-^357. Letter of Cecil and Wot, 
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CHAP. Thefie are the most material anidea of tfaia ce- 

sJ^^L^UimXtd treaty, whidi oiay jusdy be considQred as 

RcB^ d&e foundatbn upon which the proteatant chmrdi 

t^flii them. jnScotlaiid was to be placed; and atteadcm to them 

dirows much light, not only on the inews of the 

lords of the Congregation, but upon the state of 

opinion at the period of dieir being adopted. It is 

im|)ossible to read them,'without perceiving that the 

imputaticm of sedition and rebellion, which, in die 

ton to the qaeen of Eii^and»ftoai an oi^buiI, gmng the sutelsiioe 
of the treaty. In this letter It is ezprettly stated^ ** For government 
of the policy of this realmi the three estates shall choose twenty-four, 
out of which number the queen shall choose seven and the estates 
five» to make a council of twelve— without the greater of which num- 
ber nothiiag shall be done for the policy ; and if the estates shall find 
It needful to make the number fourteen* then the queen shall choose 
eight, and the estates six. This explains what will be seen in the 
copy of the treaty given by Knox. In that copy it is saidy upon the 
petition presented anent the govemmenl^ &c. it was agreed that 
twenty*four worthy men should be chosen by the three estates, out 
of which the queen should choose seven and the estates seveoteen.<-*It 
is plain that Knox had forgotten this part of the treaty. He recollect- 
ed that the number, twenty-four, was to be chosen, that out of these 
seven were to be chosen by the queen ; but.it had escaped his recol- 
lection, that the number of the council was to be reduced to twelve, 
and that the estates were to appoint five of that council* If the whole 
twenty-four elected by the estates were to have composed the ooua- 
dl, no choice would have been left to the queen. Keftfa aooordUng- 
ly has stated the article in cOnformiQr with what Cecil and Wotton 
say respecting it, and as their authority is unquestionble, I have be^ 
directed by it in the account which I have given. See also Buchanan, 
Lib. xvil p. 826. Leslie, Lib. x. p. £38, 5S9. Holinshed's Cfarontde^ 
Vol. II. p. SOS, 309. Spottiswoode^ B. iii. p. 147— 149.— The arch- 
bishop has blended the two treaties. Burnet's History of the Refer* 
mation. Vol 11. p. 41S. Heylin's History of the Reformation, Part ii. 

p. i«r. 
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heat of party zeal^ was fixed upon the rdbrmers, chap. 
and which many have continued to attach to them,uJ^ 
is totally groundless. In framing the treaty indeed, Loy^^' 
the most particular attention was, no doubt, paid^^^^^ 
to secure the rightsand liberties of the kmgdom, and 
to prevent the renewal of that influence which the 
lords had so long regarded with apprehension and 
with abhorrence. A council was appointed, which, 
supplying th^ place of a regent, was to act in the. 
absence of the sovereign, and which might be ex- 
pected, during that absence, to administer the affairs 
of the kingdom agreeably to the feelings and the 
wishes of the great part of the community. But 
amidst all this anxiety for the people, there is the 
most explicit avowal of loyalty. It is declared that 
the advantage of the crown should be anxiously 
promoted ; that there was no intention to abridge 
its rights ; and not one expression is used from 
which the slightest disposition to tumult and disre- 
gard of constitutional subordination can, with the 
least shadow of reason, be inferred. This was in har- 
mony with the professions which the lords of the 
Congregation had constantly made to the regent, 
and which they repeated to Queen Elizabeth, who 
accordingly, as has been already mentioned, always 
maintained that they were not hostile to their lawfiil 
sovereign, and who, at this period at least, would 
not have formed an alliance with them, had she not 
been convinced that their speculative principles did 
not lead them to abjure a monarchial form of go* 
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vernment. Even in her instructions to her ambas^ 
sadors, she enjoined them to consult the honour of 
Francis and Maty ; and with a view to prevent any 
appearance of their being compelled to grant what 
the treaty specified, the utmost attention was paid 
to the terms in which it was conceived; 
Tmty But while the Congregation certainly wished to 

yield obedience to the queen and to live under her 
administration as good and dutiful subjects, the trea- 
ty directly tended to give to Elizabeth very power- 
fvl influence over the affairsof Scotland. All foreign- 
ers were interdicted from holding those great of- 
fices in which they might have given a direction to 
the sentiments and prejudices of the people. No 
regent could be sent from the French court to make 
new efforts against the independence c^the country ; 
and although both the armies of France and of 
England were to be withdrawn, the blow which 
was thus given to the French power was fatal, while 
the ability of Elizabeth to resist any opposition to 
those maxims which she considered as intimately 
connected with the prosperity of her own domi- 
nions, was not, in any material degree, lessened. 
There was only one exception to this general 
scheme of detaching Scotland from its ancient ally, 
by cutting off all communication with France, and 
that was the stipulation to restore to the Duke of 
Chatelherault, and the other nobles, their former 
possessions in that country. When this article was 
transmitted to Elizabeth, she at once perceived that 
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k might defeat the chief end for which the treaty chat 
was constructed, and that the desire of retaining these . ^^' 



possessions, or the hope of acquiring similar sources i^^^- 
of emolument, would prove a powerful motive for 
fistening to the representations of the French fac- 
tion, and even for promoting the designs which, at 
any subsequent period, the court of France might 
be solicitous to carry into execution. . She accord- 
inly wrote to Cecil, trusting that it might be ex- 
punged, aiid stating the reasons for which she 
wished such an alteration to be made* " We can- 
not hide from you, that we cannot but mislike the 
desire of the Scotish lords to have still their enter- 
tainments and livings in France ; which desire can- 
not but draw with it such further sequel as we fear 
may bring many of them hereafter, for fear of los- 
ing these livings, to depend more upon the French 
than shall be good either for the conservation of 
our league with them, or for their own surety.*** 

Several of the lords saw the same danger, and, 
with a most laudable disregard to their own inte- 
rests, resolved to take measures to prevent any in- 
habitant of Scotland from receiving pensions or 
emoluments from France ; but they could not pre- 
vail upon the duke to make the same sacrifice, 
and from deference to him and his party, they were 
compelled to agree, that the restoration of the es- 

* Letter from Elizabeth to Cecil and Wotton, dated July 3d, 1560, 
|p Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. copied from the origiaa).^ 
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£sur. tates should be inaerted in die treaty.* Had not 
^^y^* ^ a change of circumstances soon taken place in 
1^^ France, it cannot be doubted, that all the evils whidi 
were apprehended would have followed from tUs 
concession ; the foreign party in Scotland would 
have daily acquired strength, and a new contest 
might have beoi necessary for securing the freedom 
of that ancient kingdom* 
AHifieie- But the most remarkable part of the treaty is 
idigiOT^ that which respects religion. When we trace the 
progress of this eventful contest-— when we recollect 
the suspicion with which the lords of the Congre- 
gation listened to the promises so frequently made 
to them, that they should enjoy liberty of conscience, 
and when we read the declarations which they pub- 
lished, that they had taken up arms chiefly to acquire 
religious freedom, we might naturally be disposed 
to believe, that in a treaty which was regiarded as 
the termination of dissension, the most express pro- 
vision for the establishment, or at least for the tolera* 
tion, of the protestant fiadth, would have been con* 
stdered as so essential, that any vagueness upon 
this point would at once have concluded the at* 
Koomnii ^^^'^P^ ^^ negotiate. Yet there is certainly no such 
p^^ provision ; there is even a liberality and an atten- 
thepratest. fiou shewn to the ministers of the ancient religion, 
which, however praise- worthy, might have been ex* 
pected to follow, and not to precede stipulations in fa« 

* Hnyncs' State Papers, VoL i. p. 3AS. 
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▼our of the tenets of the refonnaticA. Thebbhops chaf. 
and abbdts were restored to their property, their . ^J' 
persons were protected, and their most important ^^^ 
privil^e, that of sittmg in parliunent, was not • 
wrested from them. But in rdaticm to the peculiar 
sentiments of the reformers, there is nodiing but 
one general article^ alluding to a determination of 
the commissioners not to enter upon the subject 
of religion. By that article, the sacred xause for 
which they had so long struggled, was trusted to 
the effect of such representations as might, after the 
meting of parliament, be presented to a bigotted 
court, and to a sovere^ devoted to the see of 
Rome.* 

Tet so far was this from creating any uneasiness 
to the lords, that they were in the highest degree 
satisfied with the treaty, considering themselves as 
saved by it from civil and spiritual bondage. So 
strong and tinequivocal was the expression of their 
feelings, that Cecil and Wotton did not hesitate to 
inform Elizabeth, that, by the part which she had * 
taken in forwarding the agreement, she would pro- 
cure the Conquest of Scotland, which none of her 
progaiitors had obtained, the whole hearts and 
good will of the people, and nobility of this land ; 
which surely, as they most justly add, is better 



* Letter of Cecil and Wotton to the English queen, dated Jul> Gdi, 
in Haynes' State Papers, Vol. I. p. 353. Lestie» Lib. x. p. 539. Copies 
of the treaty in Knox, &c* Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 118. 

3 
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CHAP, for England than the revenne of the Scotish 
v^^JL. Crown.* 

^^^ That the zeal of the lords and thdr adherents 
thST"*'' h^ not decayed, the proceedings in the ensuing 
parliament clearly shew. We may therefore, with- 
out hesitation, conclude, that they looked upon the 
treaty, as gaining all which they were desirous to 
possess. This, however, they could not have done, 
had not the attachment to the protestant faith be- 
come so genera], as to place it beyond a doubt that 
the free voice of parliament would positively de- 
mand that this faith should become the rdigion of 
Rciorma- Scotland.— And this was really the fact. The great 
li^b^td^ body of the people had long been inclined to the 
by the refoi'mation. They were gratified by the zeal and as* 
^iduity of the new preachers ; they were deitgfated 
.with the knowledge which these men imparted to 
tbem ; they felt the sympathetic fervour of rel%ious 
i&eal ; and the. effect of it was increased by the 

* Letter from Cecil and Wotton to the queeiii dated Slh of July, 
1560, in Haynes' State Papers, Vol. L p. 334^357. In a letter to 
Sir William Petre, on- the 5tb, they wrote, ''as for our part, we think 
' the treaty will prove very honourable for Uie queen's majesty, pro- 
fitable for her realm, and commodious for the liberty of Sootkadi 
which the Scots do so well perceive, as they do acknowledge tbem* 
selves perpetually bound to the queen's majesty for this inestimable 
benefit." In a letter to the queen herself, d^d on the dtb, tbey re-* 
sume this subject, and observe, *' as for the security and liberty of 
Scotland, we have been means to obtain all things requisite, so as that 
the nobility here acknowledge the realm more bounden to your 
majesty than to their sovereign." Haynes' State Papers, Vol. J, 
|». 319— 351. 
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sbiking contrast between the decent conscientious ^ tfiAy» 
demeanour of the protestant clergy, and the igno- v, ■■■■■y w 
rapce, the sloth, and the scandalous depravity of t&e ^^^" 
priesthood. Shrinking from, the recoUectbn of 
those scenes of horror and of cruelty, which had 
agonized 'their feelings, and entailed deserved in* 
famy on the persecutors who had viewed them with 
complac^icy, and associating with these scenes the 
influence of the French in Scotland, they beheld, in 
the ascendancy of the reformed faith, a protJection 
against the most grating oppression, and a bulwark 
in defence of their principles, which the efforts of 
tyranny would be unable to subvert. 

The more numerous part of the nobles, though Kobies 
from different motives, were equally eager for the^J^ Jf^* 
introduction of a protestant establishment. That *^^^' 

* posed to 

some of them looked on this interesting revolution ^ppo^<^' 
as connected with the wide dissemination of prin* 
ciples of pure religion, cannot be doubted, and on 
this account they gave to it their unwearied sup- 
port i but too many of them promoted it chiefly 
from secular views. They saw that by giving power 
to its votaries, they would undermine the founda-^ 
tions of the church, and that thus putting an end to 
the necessity of munificently supporting the popi^ 
clergy, the enormous wealth which had been ap* 
propriated to this purpose, would receive a dif- 
ferent destination, and might be seized by those 
of their own number who were most artful or 
most active in getting it into their possession. The 
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CHAP. cffKt of avarioe» wbkh die duke long before had 
^^'^peioied oat as the sorest auxiliary of religious iniu)- 



^^^ vatioo, b^an from tUs period to be strikingly ap. 
parem. We shall soon trace its influence upon the 
coondk and dedsbns of parliament^ and the still 
nmre maiiced consecpiences which resulted from it, 
vidi regard to the situatbn, the proTision, and 
the comfort of the ministers of die new establish- 



Lmds COB. Such being the state ci the public mind, all which 
^^^^ was necessary for securing the expression ofit was, 
^^^ permission to assaosble a free parliament— permis- 
WigwfiBr-giQji vhich could not be enjoyed wlule the country 
frw pMiift. ygf^ overawed by a French army, but which the re- 
nunral of that army at once bestowed. The lords^ 
therefore, justly considered the treaty as putting it 
in thdr power to execute the sdiemes upon which 
they had so long dwelt ; and when the petitions 
which they had presented respecting reUgion, were 
disregarded or avoided by the commisskmers, they 
did not on this account insist that the conclusion of 
peace should be delayed, assured that they would 
have such a decisive majority in parliament, as 
would render vain any attempt to establish, in its 
former vigour, the ancient system of ecclesiastical 
poKty.* All points having been finally arranged 

* From the {msst^es which have been already quoted out of the 
correspondence of CecH and Wotton, it is apparent, that they consi- 
dered the treaty as most favourable to Elizabeth, and as calculated to 
attach to her interest the chief men in Scotland. The passage whiob 
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ly the commisaoners, the treaty was formally sign- chap. 
ed by them, in name of their respective sovereigns, «i—>r«-« 
and peace was proclaimed in Leith^ and in the camps pe^e pio. 
of the English and Scotish armies.'* j^^t^ 

The proclamation diffused the most sinca^ j^y^'^^'y 
amongst all classes in Scotland, and was not less^ 
acceptable to the troops of France and of England^ 
The Scotch had now for a c(»isiderable time ex- 
perienced all the horrors and misoy of a civil war ; 
and independently of the feelings excited by regard 
to religious principles, they looked forward vnth 

I am now to transcribe confinns ffaist while it shews that the oobi^ 
missioners could not enter upon the subject of religion. It also oon« 
tains a very striking testimony, from Cedl, to the sincerity of the 
first reformers in Scotland, and a plain insinuation, that be considered 
them as having approadied more nearly to purity of religion than the 
reformers in England. In a letter to Elizabeth, dated on the 6th of 
July, from the camp before Leith, her two ambassadors inform her, 
** two things have been too hot for the Freodi to meddle withal» 
and therefore they be passed over, and left as they found them. The 
first is the matter of religion, which is here as freely, and rather 
more earnestly, as I the secretary think, received, than in England; 
a hard thing now to alter as it is planted. The second is, the ac- 
ix>rd between your majesty and Scotland remaineth in the same 
state that it was, and being motioned by the French ambassadors to 
have it dissolved, the Scots would not accord. These two things 
we think will much offend the French, and how they will hereafter 
stand we know not, but we be well convinced to leave them as we 
found them ; and yet if the said treaty shall not remain in force, the 
special points tending to keep Frenchmen out of Scotland, and such 
lyke, be well and assuredly provided for.'' Haynes' State Papers, 
Vol. I. p. SS^ 

* Ilaynes' State Papers, Vol. L p. 354. Some historians mention 
the 8th as the day upon which peace was proclaimed, but Cecil an4 
Wotton's authority is unquestionable. 
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tHAP. defightto the tranquillity And to theprosperkj of 
■ -v'ip^ peace* The English army, worn out with a tedious 
^^^' siege, gladly saw the termination of this lingei&ig 
service ; while the French, who had been compdied 
to submit to severe hardships, and had relinqaisihed 
all hope of obtaining relief, saw, in thh event, the 
return of plenty, and the certainty of bang speedily 
conveyed to then: own country.* 

No time was lost in carrying the most important 
articles of the treaty into execution. On the fif* 
teeoth of July tbe French army, accompanied by 
the archbishop of Glasgow and Lord Seaton, em- 
barked in vessels, which, to prevent delay, had been 
furnished by England. On the sixteenth the forces 
of Elizabeth broke up their encampment, and, at* 
tended by Cecil and Wotton, commenced their 
march to Berwick. Many of the lords of the Con- 
gregation expressed their gratitude to their allies by 
escorting them, and the prior of St Andrews did not 
leave them till they had reached their own terri- 
tories.! 

The great body of the Congregation, agreeably 
to the sentiments by which they had been actuated, 
assembled, three days after, in the church of St Giles, 
and, with the most fervent emotions of thanksgiving, 
lifted their hearts in devotion to that Almighty Being, 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvii. p, $26, ^ 

« t Knox, B. iii. p. 234. Buchanan, Lib. xvii. p. 326. Lesh'e, de 

Rebus Gestis Scotorum, Lib. x. p. 529. Spottiswoode» B. iij. p. 149. 
Haynes* State Papers, Vol. L p, 858. Holjnshed's Chronicle, Vol. IL 
p. 309. 
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to whose mercy they attributed the termination of chap. 
hostilities, and the commencement of the ayowed ^ ■ ^ ',— ^ 
prevalence of the protestant faith,* ^^^' 

Such was the conclusion of a contest, which in-Beflectiongp 
volved in its issue the most valuable rights and pri- 
vileges of the inhabitants of Scotland, which happily 
brought to them the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty, but which, at one time, threatened to sub- 
ject them and their posterity to the oppression of 
the sternest despotism. When we reflect upon the 
state of the Congregation at the commencement of 
the struggle, composed of men little accustomed to 
military discipline, and little qualified to endure 
the hardships to which they had to submit ; when 
we remember that they were opposed not only by 
the energy of government, but by a regular foreign 
army, which the court of France had the inclina- 
tion, and seemed to hav^ the power, to increase j 
when we take into view the dangers which almost 
overwhelmed them, their sudden recovery from 
consternation and despair, the circumstances which 
disposed Elizabeth to assist them, and which pre- 
vented the French monarch from directing against 
them the resources of his vast empire, and wheii we 
finally contemplate that combination of causes which, 
in the end, so decidedly inclined all parties to peace ; 
whatever may be our impressions of the zeal of the 
Scotish reformers, and of the abilities or the defects 

* Knox and Spottiswoode, as Jast quoted. Calderwood's History 
of the Church of Scotland, p. 12. Wodrow*8 MSS. Vol. VI. p. 113. 

VOL. II. X 
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CHAP, of the leaders by whom they were directed, we 
/must discern, in the progress and termination of the 
war, the merciful interposition of Providence. This 
may surely be considered as afibrding support to the 
consolatory reflection, that, however the cause of 
truth may for wise ends occasionally suffer, or how- 
ever formidable may be the obstacles which oppose 
its advancement, it is under the protection of Him 
who can bend the passions of men, and guide the 
fate of empires.; that there is a gradual approach to 
a more enlightened state of society, when the ppndi- 
tion of the human race will be improved, their .sen- 
timents elevated, and the atrocity of diedr vice&^i- 
minished ; and that there will yet be exhibited irpon 
earth the virtue, and the happiness, which the arrfbur 
of benevolence has sometimes conceived, ^nrf'which 
have been predicted in the dark, though infallible, 
oracles of divine wisdom* . / 
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CHAPTER SIXTEENTH. 

jprogress of the Reformation. . . .Meeting of Parliament. •, . 

. Question respecting its legality. . . .Reasonings upon the 

question, . . .Lords of the Articles cKosen. . . .Complaint of 

the Clergy, . . .Parliament considers the state of reH" 

gion. . . Representation of the Protestants. * . .Different 

' ' mews of that representation. . . .Cor^ession of faith pre-- 

..rented; - Sanctioned^ . . ^Silence of the Bishops. , . . Their 

: re^ons, . . ^Confession opposed by some of the temporal 

^ . tj^ds ^ . ^Supported hy Earl MarischaL , . Other acts re* 

,' ^.lating to religion. . .Remarks upon them. ..Objections to 

. these proceedings... .Answer to the objections . , It is re- 

" ' sohed to sidfmit the proceedings to the Queen, . . Em^ 

bassy to Elizabeth. . . .Match proposed to her. . , .R^ect- 

ed. . . .Embassy of Sir James Sandilands to the cottrt 

of France. . . .His reception at that court. . . .Dismay of 

the Protestants in Scotland. . . .Death of the French 

JCing..., Arrangements for disseminating and inculcate 

ing the reformed faith. . .Book of Discipline. . . .DispU" 

tations between the Popish and Protestant teachers • . . 

Different manner in which these hwoe been described* 

The departure of the Frendh and English armies chap. 
was followed by a season of tranquillity, during 
which justice was regularly administered, and the 
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CHAP, inhabitants of Scotland enjoyed those blessings of 
^ ■■ V -> peace of which they had so long been deprived.* 
FtoitTtu The supporters of the reformed faith lost no time 
fonnatiOT. '^ adopting measures for regularly and openly in- 
culcating the doctrines to which they were attached. 
The most eminent ministers were distributed through 
the principal towns, while a few were appointed as 
superintendants to regulate ecclesiastical aflfairs in 
the provinces assigned to them, and to assist in 
confirming the people in their reverence for the 
protestant religion.t 
Meeting The attention of all classes of men was naturally 

of parlia- 

mcnt. and anxiously directed to the parliament, which was 
to assemble on the tenth of July, but which was 
not to commence its deliberations till the beginning 
of August. J The council summoned to it all who 
by law or custom were in the practice of voting in 
that assembly, or entitled to vote in it; and although, 
from religious or political motives, some of the most 
considerable men of the country did not appear, 
it was very numerously attended ; several Popish 
prelates took their seats, and some of the clergy, 
who had embraced the principles of the reformation, 
availed themselves of the privilege of sitting in par- 

* Buchanan, Lib. x\il p. 3S6. Lindsay of Pitscottie, p* S13. 

t Knox, B. iii. p. 236. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 149. HeyUa's 
Hist, of the Presbyterians, B. iv. p. l/;7. Petrie's Hist. Part II. p. 31S. 

% Haynes' State Papers, Vol. L p. 355. In tlie copies of the 
. treaty, the month of August, the time at which the deliberations of 
parliament were to commence, is mentioned as the beginning of that 
assembly- 
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liament, which, as holding dignities in the esta» chap. 
blished church, had belonged to them.* Parlia-' — ^/-w 
ment had no sooner assembled, than a question re- August/ 
specting it5 legality was keenly agitated. The king^^^g 
and queen, although they had bound themselves *'*^*8*^*^' 
to fulfil whatever was conceded in the treaty, had 
granted to no one a commission to represent them ; 
and it was urged, that without a representative of 
the royal person, there could be no parliament* 
To this it was satisfoctorily answered, that the pre- Reasonings 

,. . , . ,. upon the 

sent parliament was constituted m a very peculiar question, 
manner. It was not an assembly called together 
without the knowledge of the sovereign, but it wa§ 
held in consequence of a most solemn agreement^ 
executed by the ambassadors of the king and queen, 
and sanctioned not only by their promise to ratify 
whatever these ambassadors should approve, but 



' * Knox, B. iii. p. 236, 237. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 149. Keith 
has given, from the Cotton Library, a particular list of the members, 
from which it appears that this was the most niwierous assembly of 
the estates which had ever been convened in Scotland, and he uses 
this as an argument to invalidate its authority. ' Nothing, however, 
can be more fallacious. He does not pretend that the persons who 
assembled were not entitled to be present ; he only observes, that as 
the lesser barons had not for many years been in the practice of at'^ 
tending, they ought not upon this occasion to have deviated from 
the custom, which had been iii some degree sanctioned. But it does 
not follow, that because they had saved themseWes the trouble and ex- 
pence of coming to parliament, when there was little of importance to 
be transacted, they forfeited their title to assist at deliberations deep- 
ly affecting the political and religious state of the country. His obser- 
vation, that this conduct of the lesser barons ought to be construed 
into a mark of disrespect to their sovereign, requires no answer. 
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CHAP, by the actual execution of some of the most impor'- 
3y'' . _- tant articles of the treaty, in which the agreement 
*^' was inserted. In virtue of the treaty, the French 
and English armies had been withdrawn, and peace 
had been restored ; but if that part of it relating to 
the convocation of parliament, and fixing the ttine 
of its meeting, should be called in question, recourse 
'must be had to the sword, because there was m fact 
no treaty, or no security for its fulfilment.* 

During the interval between the tenth of ' Jiily 
and the first of August, some communication seems 
to have taken place between Francis* arid Mary, 
and those who conducted the govemmentrirt 'Scot- 
land. From this circumstance it has been irifkflia, 
that the treaty only authorized the meeting of piJr- 
liament upon the tenth of July, but left it to be de- 
cided by the sovereign, whether it should again as- 
semble ; and that consequently, as no signification 
of the queeii's pleasure upon the subject had tefen 
received from France, the parliament ought to have 
beendissolved.t No reasoning can be conceived more 
obviously conclusive. Had the intention of thepleni- 
notentiaries been to leave it to the determination of 
the king and queen, whether a parliament should 

• Spottisvoodc, B. iii. p. 149. Keith, B. i. ch. xii. p. 148. Cale- 
donia, Vol. II. p. 63«.638.— See remarks upon this part of that Work 
at the end of the Appendix. 

t Keith. B. i. ch. xii. p. 148, argues very keenly against the lega- 
♦- Uty of this parliament. It is remarkable, that Leslie does not make, 
this objection to it. See Lib, x. p. 529. 
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be held, for deliberating upon the affsurs of the na- chap. 
tion, this would have been plainly expressed; or v. 
if it h;id been judged. expedient to name a day for 
its convocation, under the condition, however, of 
adjourning till a warrant for its proceeding to act 
was issued by the. queen, no day for its re-assem- 
bling could possibly have been specified. 

But it is impossible to read the treaty, and to take 
into view the state of parties at the time of its being 
concluded, without perceiving that the supposition 
upon which the objection rests is totally unfound- 
ed. The great object, at least one great object bf 
the English ministers, was to promote the views of 
the Congregation, The lords very wisely insisted 
.that An act of oblivion should be passed ; and it was 
agreed that this should be done in the jparliameht 
alluded to by the treaty. But if it was uncertain 
whether such a parliament was to exist, or at any 
rate was to act, all this was a delusion; it was appear- 
ing to grant what was required, while nothing in 
fact was granted ; and we must conceive that Cecil 
and Wotton, two of the ablest negotiators in ' Eu- 
rope, thoroughly acquainted with the disposition of 
the French court, and who uniformly professed to 
be much pleased that they had so effectually is* 
sisted and protected the protestants, had been de* 
prived of common sense, if we believe that 'they 
allowed such an article to be imposed on them by 
the French commissioners. 

Thereis, however, satisfactoyproof, thataverydif- 
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CHAP, ferent reason from the one which has been assigned, 
* ^led to the adjournment of parliament from the day 



•v 



^*^* first mentioned to a subsequent one. Cedl and 
Wotton, m the account which they gave to Eliza- 
beth of the treaty, positively assert, that the par- 
liament was to be prorogued from, the tenth to the 
twentieth day of July, the day originally intended 
for its reassembling, because the land could not well 
be cleared of all men of war before that time.* 

Thus is it apparent, that the validity of the par- 
liament was created by the treaty ; that by the sig^ 
nature of the bishop of Valence and Randan, in 
the name and by the authority of Francis and Mary, 
these sovereigns gave to that assembly a constitu- 
tional existence, which could not be aflfected by 
any subsequent determination ; and that however 
much it was to be regretted that the countenance of 
the king and queen was not, in the usual manner, 
given to it, this circumstance could not have justifi- 
ed the members in refusing to consider the ^tuadon 
of their country, and to apply the remedies which 
that situation so much required. 

The arguments upon both sides of this interest- 
ing question must have been very fully discussed 
in parliament, for eight days elapsed before the 
point was decidied. At the end of that period the 
question was put to the vote, and happily for Scot- 



* Letter of Cecil and Wot'ton to Elizabeth, July 8tb, in Haynes' 
State Papers, Vol. I. p. 354— 357. 
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land, the majority found that their assembly was chap. 
legally constituted. As, however, the queen was <■ ..y. '-> 
not present, the ceremonies of carrying the sceptre ^ ^^" 
and crown, which implied that presence, were of 
course omitted.* 

Having thus removed the preliminary objection lokU of 
against their proceeding at ail, the Lords of the Ar- chosen. 
tides were chosen. A certain number from every 
estate composed the committee distinguished by 
this title } and as the election from the clergy fell 
upon such of that body as were attached to the re- 
formation, this was considered as a decisive proof 
of the temper and views of the majority of those 
who composed the parliament.! The bishops, who 

* Spottiswoode» B. iii. p. 149. Knox, B. iii. p. 255f 256. Keith^ 
B. i. p. 148, 149. Collier's Eccl. Hist, of Britain, Vol. II. p. 466. 

f In the Scotch parliaments, the Lords of the Articles were vested 
with great powers, indeed without their previous approbation no 
bills or proposals could be submitted to parliament. Their numbers, 
and probably the mode in which they were elected, varied at diffe- 
rent times ; but it is probable, that at the period of which I write, the 
practice with respect to both these was the same with that which was 
sanctioned by a parliament held under Charles I. and afterwards con- 
firmed in the first parliament of his son. For the information of 
those who have not directed their attention to the subject, I shall 
insert the leading provisions of the act passed in the time of Charles II. 
entitled, ** An act anent the way and manner of election of the Lords 
of the Articles, 18th June, 1663. The which day the Earlof Rothes, 
his majesty's commissioner, represented to the estates of parliament, 
that it was his majesty's pleasure that, in the constitution of parlia- 
ments and choosingjLords of the Articles at this session, and in all time 
coniing, the same form and order should be kept which bad been 
used before these late troubles, especially in the parliament holden in 
the year 1633. And the manner of election of the Lords of the Ar-» . 
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CHAP. 
XVI. 




femalned faithful to the established religioni^ /dis- 
cerned the danger with which- they were tbreat^^^ 
and they loudly complained that they had beea ex- 
cluded from a situation of influence, which they 
had usually held, to make room for men whom they 
reprobated as guilty of apostacy.* 



tides at thflt t'me being now seen and considered by the estates of 
parliament^ they did with all humble duty acquiesce in his inajest/s 
gracious pleasure, thus signified unto them; and in [wosecudob 
thereof, the clergy retired to the exchequer chamber, and the nobSity 
to the inner house of the session, (the barons and burgesses keeping 
their places in the parliament house.} The clergy made choice of 
eight noblemen to be on tbe Articles, and the nobility made choice of 
eight bishops, which being done, the clergy and nobility met together 
in the inner exchequer house, and having shewn their elections to 
others, tbe persons elected, at least so many of them as were present, 
stayed together in that room, whilst all others removed, aqd tk^ 
jointly made choice of ei^ht barons and eight commissioners of bur- 
rows, and then represented the whole elections to his majesty's com- ' 
inissioner, who beirg satisfied therewith, did then with the clergy afCid 
robih'ty return to the parliament house, where the list of the eight 
bishops, eight noblemen, eight barons, and eight burgesses being 
read, it was npproven. And his majesty's commissioner did add to 
the list the officers of state, and appointed the lord chancellor to be 
president in the meetings of the Lords of the Articles, who are to 
proceed in discharge of their trust in preparing of laws, acts, over- 
tures, and ordering all thiftgs rtmitted to them by the parliament, and 
in doing every thing cKe, which, by the law and practice of the 
kingdom belonged, or were proper to be done by the Lords of Articles 
in any time bygone."— See -aws and acts of parliament, collected by 
Sir Thomas Murray ol Gicndook, also Keith, B. i, ch. xii, in a note 
to p. 149. and Collier's Ecclesiastical Hist, of Great Britain, Vol II, 
p. 467. It will be at cmce perceived that this mode of electing the 
Lord-i of A> tides, gave to the crown immense influenct over the ddi» 
berations of parliaments ; and in fact prevented any tiling contraiy to 
the inclination of the soveregn from being discussed in these assem- 
blies. 

♦ Spottiswootle, B. iii. p. 149, 150. Keith, B. i. ch. xii. p. U9. 
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AH the necessary arrangements having been chap. 
tnade, the attention of parliament was immediately ^ '_r 
solicited to the state of religion. A number of the PaTi^^t 
most zealous adherents of the reformation had, be- f?"*'?*^ - 

' the stste ok 

fore the meeting of parliament, drawn up a repre-'^®"** 
sentation of what they conceived necessary to be 
done for strengthening the efBcacy of the reformed 
faith. This representation or petition, they took 
the earliest opportunity to present, and there exist- 
ed, with respect to it, much diversity of sentiment. 
Aiming, as it certainly did, at a complete revolution Different 
in the ecclesiastical polity of the kingdom, many'*®"^**^^*'' 
shrunk from so radical a change ; while one part of 
it, requiring that the patrimony of the church should 
be appropriated for the support of the protestant 
ministers, the provision of schools, and the main- 
tenance of the poor, was most offensive to the 
nobles, who, in the course of the late troubles, and 
of the devastations which in consequence of them 
took place, had got possession of a large share of 
that patrimony, and were determined not to relin- 
quish it.* The decided majority, however, being 
protestants, the supplication; so far as it related to 
doctrine, was maturely weighed j and some of the 
barons, in conjunction with the most eminent preach* 
ers, were enjoined to compose a summary of those 
tenets which they wished parliament to sanction, as 
constituting the essence of the reformed religion* 

* Knox, B. iii. p. 239. Spottiswoode, B. I'ii. p. 150. Co1li>r» 
Vol. 11. p. 467. For the supplication, see Appendix, No. X. 



Digitized by Google 



332 HISTORY OF THE REFOKMATION 

CHAP. The persons selected had undoubtedly prepared 
v-^-v-L^ themselves for this work, which, to men suitably 
*''^'^' impressed with the great importance of diffidence 
and caution in religious investigations, must have 
appeared most arduous ; for in four days they pro- 
Confession duccd a Coufessiou, embracing a number of subjects, 
pre^ctwi. and delivering, as the unquestionable dictates of in- 
"°' * ' spiration, opinions upon many of the most intricate 
speculative points to which the faculties of the hu- 
man mind can be directed.* 

It might naturally be supposed, that such a Con- 
fession would give rise to very long discussions y. 
but this was not the case. After having been pre- 
sented to the Lords of the Articles, it was publicly 
read in parliament, and it was upon a subsequent 
Sanctioned, day adopted with as little hesitation as if it had been 
a collection of intuitive truths. No questions were 
asked, no explanations were sought, and no suffi- 
cient time was given for trying it by the test of rea- 
son, or comparing it with Scripture. An act was 
at once passed, by which it was solemnly pronoun- 
ced to be the standard of protestant belief in Scot- 
land.t 

♦ Knox, B. iii. p. 239. Spottiswoode, p. 150* Calderwood's His- 
tory, p. 14. Keith, p. 149. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VL p. 115, lia. 
The divines appointed to frame the Confession were, as mestioned 
in the MS. Hist, of Scott, minister of Cupar, Knox, Wlnrame, Rtiw, 
Spottiswoode the father of the archbishop, Willock, and Douglas, 
Rector of the University of St Andrews ; but Wodrow with much rea- 
son suppose?, that it was chiefly, if not solely composed by Knox. 

f Knox, B. iii. p. 253. Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 1.50. Calderwood, 
p. 14. Burnet's Hist, o( the ReformatioDj Vol* U. pt 414- Keith, 
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There cannot be a more decisive proof of the de- chap. 
termined resolution of this parliament to gnppnrf . '^j. 
the tenets of the preachers whom they revered ; ^^^ 
and this in part explains, although it does not suf- 
ficiently excuse, the remarkable circumstance, that 
neither the archbishop of St Andrews, who had 
shewn himself to be considerably conversant with silence of 
theological studies, nor any of the Popish prelates, * ^ '^ °^* 
declared against it. They probably were convinced Reasons 
that opposition was vain ; that it might exasperr 
ate but could not convince ; and that it might even 
convert into persecutors the very men who, a little 
before, had with so much energy exposed the enor- 
mity of persecution.* 

This, however, was not the only motive which 
induced them to be silent. Many of the abbots were 
inclined to yield to the torrent of public opinion, 
by the promise that their abbeys should be convert- 
ed into temporal lordships, which they might be 
permitted to retain ; and the bishops were meditat- 
ing upon a scheme for enriching their families — for 
most of them had iamilies — ^by leases and aliena- 
tions of the estates of the church. To sanction 

p. 149. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI, p. 116, This writer mentions, 
•* that the Confession was read over, and time allowed to ol>ject 
against it ; after which it was again read, the ministers standing ready 
to defend it." The time allowed for objecting was very short, and ac- 
cordingly no objections were made, although it will hardly be main- 
tained that there was not room for hesitation or diversity of opi- 
nion, even amongst the most 8incere.-~The truth is, that the nobility 
gratified the ministers as to doctrine, that they might more easily gain 
their object respecting the patrimony of the church. 
^ Knox and Spottiswoode as last quoted. 
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CHAF. these, they applied to the pope, representing to him 
^^^' , that this use of the wealth of the priesthood wse 



■V" 



156a necessary for acquiring friends to support his ati* 
thority; and thus deceiving him, they extoxted 
from him an approbation of what he had repro- 
bated in England as impiety and sacrilege.* 
oppoaed ^f the temporal peers, the Earl of Athol,. and 
ufeT^^ Lords Somerville and Borthwick, alone had the re- 
rai lords, golution to votc agaiust the Confession ; but proba- 
bly Httle accustomed to disputation, and not de^ 
rous tq encounter the protestant ministers, who 
would have delighted to display their ingenuity and 
their zeal in defending their doctrines, these noble* 
men merely stated, that they wished to believe as 
their fathers had done before.t 
Supported ^^^ ^^^^ Marischal with much force supported 
M ^c^^ ^^^ Confession, and in doing so he alluded, witti the 
most poignant severity, to the silence of the bishops. 
*' It is long," he declared, *^ since I had some favour 
for truth, and some suspicion of the papistical re- 
ligion ; but I thank God, this day hath fully deter- 
mined me in the one and the other : for seeing that 
my lords bishops here present, who from their 
learning can, and from that zeal which they should 
bear to the truth, would reply to whatever was* in 
direct opposition to the word of God,~*8eeing Uiat 

* Burnet's Hist, of the Reformatfop in England, VpL II. p-flf. 
The bishop mentions that he had s^efi many of the bulls atittiorudng 
these alienations. • .*• » 

t Knox, p. 243. Spottiswoode, p. 150. Bum^t, Vol. ILjfc^fli. 
Collier, Vol. 11. p. 467, 46g, ^ :^/i>. .'' 
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they say nothing against the doctrine which has chap. 
been proposed, I cannot but hold it to be the very 
truth of God, and the contrary to be delu^ve doc* 
triae-"* 

• 

^ Knozy as last quoted, has given the speech of the earl at consi- 
derable length. Spottiswoode, ib. See Heylin's Hist, of tlie Ilefor- 
mation in England, Part ii. p. 1S8. In a letter written by the archbi- 
shop of St Andrews to the s^fchhishop of Glasgow, then in France, 
and which has been published by Keith in his Appendix, the former 
prelate speaking of the Confession says, that it p^sssed without much 
resistance, except three bishops^ Dunkeld, Dunblane, and the third 
h0 adds, I need not mentioui evidently alluding to himself. Not- 
withstanding this testimony, I ani inclined to believe in the accuracy 
of all our historians, who assert that none of the bishops declared 
against the Confession ; and I should suppose that the archbishop here 
alluded either to efforts made out of parliament to oppose its being 
enacted, or to the inclination felt to oppose it. The speech of the 
Earl Marischal strongly confirms this. Had the primate and other 
two bishop^ spoken in defence of their faith, tjhe foundation of his 
argument would have b<pen destroyed. Perhaps the three prelates 
gave a silent vote. In this letter it is also said that Atho) was not 
present, and here too the writer differs from the historians ; but the 
matter is of little moment. There is in the letter a striking passage, 
which shews how powerfully the judgments of men are influenced by 
the situation in which they are placed. Speaking of the inclination 
which the pvotestant party had manifested to support their principles 
by force, th^ priqiate most justly remarks, *' hot it micht be sufficient 
to ony that wold be of this new opinion, to use their awin oonscience 
'< with than^'sell; and nodit cummir utherti to bost thaose or banisch 
thametbe cuntrie without thai do sic lyk.'' How great was the change 
which adversity had produced upon the archbishop. He now appears 
as the advocate of forbearance and toieratioin using language which 
carries conviction to every unprejudiced mind ; but unfortunately he 
(did not regulate his own conduct by it, in the day of his power. Had 
he acted upon this maxim in the case of Mill, and instead of 
pondemning the aged martyr to the flames, allowed him in peace to 
adhere to bis faith, he would have prevented one of the foulest stains 
. apon l)is character as a man and a minister of religion ; and the en- 
lightened liberal sentiment which he here avowS; would have entitled 
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CHAP. Having thus commenced the attack against the 
.^y^' - ancient religion, parliament renewed their effort^ 
Ai ^^^ ^^^ ^^ destruction. They passed three other ^iQts^ 
a^ 24th. agreeably to the supplication which had been ad- 
ropecting dressed to them. By the first of these acts, .^ey 
abolished the power and jurisdiction of the pope ia 
Scotland ; by the second they repealed all the acts 
in favour of the church ; and by the third they or* 
dained, that all who said mass, or were present at 
the celebration of it, should be punished for the 
first offence by confiscation of goods, or bodily suf*. 
fering, for th^ second by banishment from the 
kingdom, and for the third by death.* 
Remarks Ovcr this Statute every friend to true religjk)n» 
upon them. tQ ^e influence of the mild spirit of Christianity, 
and to the sacred rights of men, would wish to 
cast a veil. It too plainly shews, that the worst 
part of popery had not been taken from the hearts 
of those who so vehemently opposed it, and that 
while they declaimed against the infallibility of po- 
pish decrees, and considered these decrees as impo- 

him to the respect and the veneration of succeeding ages. The sen* 
* timent, however, must be ascribed more to situation than to change 

* of principle. There is too much reason to beh'evej that had he again 
been able to direct the sword of the civil magistrate, he would not 
liave rcturneil it to the scabbard, but would have directed it against 
men whom he would have viewed as the enemies of.reUgion, and 
the fomenters of rebellion. 

* Knox, B. iii. p. 254, S55. He mentions only the acts against 
the mass and the jurisdiction of the pope, but the other is mention- 
ed by Spottiswoode, B. iii. p. 150. Keith, p, 150, 151. Burnet, 
Vol. II. p. 414. Collier, Vol II. p. 468. Calderwood, p. 14. Acts 
of first parliament of James VL when these statutes were re-enacted. 
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fling a grievous yoke upoit the understandings and chap. 
Chefailb of Christians, they wished to break this ^^^ 
yok^ only that it might be succeeded by one which ^^^* 
they themselves had prepared. They thus arrogated 
a right to decide upon what the fundamental max- 
im of die protestsmt religion declared should be left 
to the decision of all who examined it ; and they 
justified, in as far as similar conduct could justify 
ity the atrocious cruelty of the priesthood to those 
unhappy men who had been convicted of heretical 
pollution. 

There is something in the tendency which all 
sects have shewn to draw the sword of persecution, 
mo^ humblmg and disgraceful to hunian nature. 
What could have been so naturally expected from 
tJiosie who had recently mourned over the dismal 
scenes of ecclesiastical tyranny, than that they 
should shew their abhorrence of them, by disclaim- 
ing, the principle from which they originated ? Yet, 
with their own sorrows still pressing on their re- 
collection, they prepaiFed to wound the peace, and 
to embitter the lives of their fellow-creatures, not 
for the cdtnitiission of crimes, which a regard to 
justice compelled them to punish, but because^ using 
the same privilege which the reforiners had de- ^ 
manded, they adopted religious sentiments, different 
from those which these reformers proclaimed as 
the only sentiments taught or authorized by the 
Christian religion.* 

* CoiUer's EoclesjasfiC^ Higtory of Britain, Voll 11. p.' 4«t. 

vqi*, II. Y 
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CHAP. Such were the acts of this celebrated parliament^ 
^^^* ^by which, without wresting from the priesthood 



-V- 



1560. jjjgij. dignities and their revenues, it confirmed a 
revolution in the sentiments of the people, and 
paved the way for that ecclesiastical establishment, 
by which the popish church in Scotland was soon 
subverted. 
ObjeetKms Agaiust these proceedings, it has been objected 
proc^. by many who do not dispute the validity of the 
'"^ parliament, that it far exceeded what, by the treaty, 
the estates were permitted to do j that they were 
by it only authorized to send deputies to the king 
and queen, to represent what was thought needful 
for the interests of religion j and that therefore. 
Instead of sanctioning positive laws, parliament 
ought to have submitted a memorial to the sove- 
reigns, proposing that such laws should be adopted. 
Answer to ^^^ whatever inference may be deduced from 
Awu the fetter of the treaty, it cannot be doubted that 
the lords of the Congregation understood that it 
conferred on them a full right to enter upon the 
freest discussions with regard to religion. Had it 
been otherwise, they would, in the moment of vic- 
tory, have acquired less than the regent had repeat- 
edly offered to concede to them. Cecil imagined, 
that the vagueness of the article about religion 
would occasi(^ much dissatisfaction in France. 
This opinion must have rested upon his conviction, 
, that the lords would take occasion from it to esta- 
blish their |>eculiar views ; a conviction produced 
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probably by the unreserved communicadon which chap. 
he had with the Scotish nobles. At all events, the ^ ^ ^^ 
treaty permitted parliament to name commissioners, ^^^ 
and to instruct these commissioners^ to submit, for 
the information of the queen, what ought tabe done 
to regulate the faith of her subjects, and certainly 
the most constitutional mode of doing this, was to 
franxe such acts as it wished to become the law of 
the realm, aiKl to present these for the royal sane- 
tioUr It was the duty of the great assembly of the 
nation^-a duty which no treaty could cancel, to 
j^eserve the peace of the kingdom y which could 
be done only by adverting most particularly to that 
cause by which peace had been interrupted. Had 
parliament, therefore, been dissolved without taking 
some*decisiv^ measures, the protestants would have 
considered themselves as betrayed, and new calami- 
ties would soon have desolated Scotland. 

If after all it must be admitted, that the parlia* 
nobent did not adhere to the precise mode of settling 
th€ affairs of religion, which was pointed out by the 
treaty, it should be recollected, that there are times 
when the forms commonly observed, in conducting 
the business of a government, cannot be retained 
without defeating the very ends for which they had 
been devised, and that the period at which the 
nobles and barons of Scotland now assembled, was 
one of these times ; that the first object which they 
had to accomplish, was to heal the wounds of the 
state i and that they were entitled to take every 
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measure for effectuating this object, consistent idtK 
die respect which they owed to the constitutional 
rights and privileges of the crown. Upon these 
they shewed no disposition to ^croach, for they de- 
termined to seiYd thdr acts to iheix sovereign, and 
most earnestly to solicit, that from her concern for 
the happiness of her kingdom, she would confirm 
them by her authority.* They were not indeed 
sanguine in their hopes of success ; they knew the 
principles in which she had been educated ; they 
had experienced the strength of that influence which 
her uncles exerted over her mind ; and they did 
not hesitate to express their apprehensions, that she 
would not ratify what was so hostile to the faith 
which she had been taught to revere.f 
Embassy The Earls of Morton and Glencaim, with^Mait- 
bech. land of Lethington, were appointed by parliament to 
repair to the court of England, that, in the name of 
the Scdtish nation, they might express to Elizabeth 
gratitude for her support and protection, and that 
they might propose to her a scheme from which they 
hoped that both the nations of Britain would derive 
Match essential advantage. — They were enjoined to request 
to^. of the qtieen, that she would consent to unite her- 
self in marriage with the Earl of Arran, who, failing 
issue of Mary, was the nearest heir to the crown of 

* Keith, B. i. ch, xii. p. 150. Robertson's Hist, of ScotIaiid»- 
Vol I. p. 252, 253; 

t Itnox, p. 255*1 Spottiswoode, p. 150. Buchanan, lab; IviL 
p. 326. Calderwood, p. 94. Heyltn's Hist, of Ihe Presbyterians, 
B. iv. p. 158. 
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Scotland.* An order of parliament upon this de- chap. 
licate subject was subscribed by the archbishop of^— ^' L 
St Andrews, the Bishops of Dunkeld, Galloway, ^^^ * 
Dumblane, Argyll, and several more of the Popish 
clergy. This shews, that notwithstanding their re- 
ligious principles, they expected more good to their 
country from an English alliance than from a coa- 
nexion with France, and certainly vindicates the 
movers of this scheme from the imputation which 
has been cast on them, that they intended to trans- 
fer the crown from Mary to Elizabeth.t 

Although Elizabeth had determined not to enter Rejected, 
rashly into the matrimonial state, and although she 
could have Bttle or no inducement to accede to the 
request 4)f the Scotish parliament, she received the 
ambassadors with the utmost kindness; expressed 
her happiness that the assistance which she had 
"given l^d been so useful to their country j and de- 
clared her resolution to renew that assistance, if at 
any future period it should be required. The pro- 
"^posal of marriage, she professed to consider as in- 
dicating the desire of the estates to knit in amity 
the two British nations ; and while she declined 
agreeing to it, she spoke in the most flattering and 
gratifying terms of the Earl of Arran. She con- 
cluded by advising them to avoid all feqtion and 

* Leslie, Lib. x. p. 629, 530. Knox, B. iii. p. 2S7, .Camden's 
Annals, p. Sis, 

t Burnet's Hist, of the Reformation jn England, Vol. IIL In the 
collection of papers subjoined to this volume, is a copy of the order 
4)f Parliament Keith, B. i. ch* ii* p. 155. 
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CHAP, discord, and by promising that nothing should be 
wanting on h&r part to secure the defence of both 
the realms against a foreign enemy.* 

Before the dissolution of parliament, many acts 
of inferior importance were passed ; and in terms 
of the treaty^ twenty-four noblemen and gentlemen 
were named, from whom the twelve to be invested 
with the sbdmim&tradon of government in the absence 
of the <iueen, were to be selected, f 
BmbMsj Sir James Sandilsytids, Lord St John, a knight of 
jamM Malta, who had taken no active part in the late dis* 
^^^^ senstons^ and who, upon this account, was delicately 
^^^^ chosen as the most proper person who could be 
selected^ was sent as ambassador to the court of 
France. He was authorized to lay before the king 
and quew the proceedings of parliament ; and to 
present the list of those from whom the regency was 
to be formed, that their majesties might nominate 
from it the proportion specified in the treaty. He 
was also particularly enjoined to use every method 
for conciliating the queen, that by inclining her to 
regard with a favourable eye her subjects in Scot- 



* Burnet, Vol. III. History and Appendix. Keith, as last quoted. 

t Keith, B. i. ch. xii. p. 1S2. Gi-ainger's Continuation of Mait- 
land's Hist, of Scotland, p. 930. The twenty- four were, the Duke, 
the Earls of Arran, Huntly, Argyll, Glencairn, Morton, AthoU, 
Monteith, Marischal, and Rothes, the prior of St Andrews, Lords 
Erskine, Ruthven, Lindsay, Boyd, Ogilvie, St John, and the master 
of Maxwell, Barons or Lairds Pittarow, Lundy, Dun, Cuningham- 
head, Drumlanrig, and young Maitland of Lethington. 
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land, there might be restored to all classes of the chap. 
community that harmony which was essential to the _^^^'_- 
prosperity of her kingdom.* ^^^• 

Upon his arrival at Paris, he found that the ap- 
prehensions entertained in Scotland, respecting the 
intentions of Francis and Mary, were not without 
foundation. The family of Guise had now defeat- 
ed the attempts of thdr enemies, and had again be« 
gun to shew their abhorrence of heresy, by takmg 
the most awful vengeance upon those who were ac- 
cused of it. Guided by their pernicious counsels, 
the king and queen had resolved not to ratify the 
treaty, into which Valence and Randan, by their 
express instructions, had entered. The great object 
in forming it was gained. The English forces were 
removed from Scotland ; the French army was res* 
cued from its perilous situation $ the fear of internal 
convulsion was dissipated ; and the purpose was 
therefore resumed of embracing the first opportu- 
nity to punish the lords of the Congregation, who 
were still detested as having rebelled against their 
sovereign. 

Such were the views of the French court, when His recep- 
Sir James Sandilands attempted to execute the design^"" 
of his embassy. His reception at once shewed him 
th^t he had undertaken an office most offensive to 
the king and queen. The cardinal of Lorrain load- 
ed him with reproach, accusing him of violating his 

* Buchanan, Lib. xvii. p. S26. Spottfswoode, B, iii. p. 150. 
Keith, B. ii. p. 154. 
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CHAP, saci-ed dbligations as a knight of a holy order, lyy 
. j^y'' . ccMisenting to be the bearar of the propositions ai 
^^^' execrable heretics j and notwithstanding all his efforts 
to ^ooth the prelate, and the most assiduous en- 
deavours to recommend himself to the queen, and to 
ascertain her intentions, he was dismissed wiAout an 
answer.* 
Diirmay of The intelligence of his having foiled in his exer- 
am party, tious, which he soon transmitted to Scotland, spread 
consternation amongst the friends of the reformat 
tion. They dreaded that tli^y should again have'to 
defend themselves against the power of France ; said 
not having received any intimation respecting their 
embassy to the English court, they were not with- 
out fear that Elizabeth, who had complained of the 
sacrifices which she had already made to promote 
their cause, mi^t be reluctant so soon to renew 
the expence, and to expose herself to the danger of 
hostilities with a most formidable enemy .f 
Death of This alarm, however, was unexpectedly dissipated 
kiog.'^ by an unforeseen event, which had a very powerfiii 
effect upon the situation of Scotland. The king of 
France, after a short illness, died in the seventeenth 
year of his age ; and Mary, deprived of her husband, 
soon found that she would be compelled to rest 

* Buchanan, Lib. xyil p. .397. SpoUiswoode, B. iii. p. 15p. 
Keith, p. 154. Knox, alluding to this embassy, says, with more than 
his usual forbearance, •* how the Lord of St John was entreated we 
list not to rehearse.*' p. 255. Guthrie's History of Scotland, Vol. VI. 
p. I4i. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VI. p. 116, 11 7. 

t Knox, B. iii. p. 937, 358. Spottiswdode, p. 15(1. Keith, p. 154. 



Dec. 4. 
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tit)on the support and the afiections of her own sub- chap. 

,^ ^ XVI. 

jects.* ^ — ^-^ 

Puring the interval which elapsed between the^J^^ 
dissolution of parliament and the death of this mo- JJ^[^' 
(narch. the council in Scotland directed their atten- ?«*»»« fp^ 

, , inculcAting 

ti(^ to ecclesiastical arrangements, and were an- the re. 
xious to devise a scheme for disseminating and enfor- faith. 
ciog the doctrines contained in die Confession sane- 
tioned by the estates. As the most effectual method 
of accompl^hing this, they requested those ministers 
who were most eminent for their talents, and were 
held in the highest reverence by the people, to frame 
a model for the administration of the church. They 
engaged in this interesting work with zeal mode- 
rated by caution ; and, directed by Knox, who sug- 
gested the leading ideas which, in his estimation, 
should be adopted, they produced the first book Book of 
of discipline, a striking monument of the abilities, ^^^^**^^ 
the views, and the principles of the men by whom 
it was composed.f 

^ Buchanan, Lib, xvii. p. 327. Camden's Annals, p. 60. Knox, 
p, ^69, compared with Keith, p. 157. Spottiswoode, p, 151. Bur« 
net, Vol. II, p. 4U. s. 

t Knox, B. iii. p. 256. Wodrow, Vol. VI. p. 117. The commk- 
.tee employed to draw in a volume, as Knox expresses it, the poh'c^ 
and discipline of the Kirk, consisted of John Winram, sub-prior of 
St Andrews, John Spottiswoode, father of the archbishop, John * 
pouglas, rector of St Andrews, John Jlew, and Knox himself. 
Spottiswoode, p. 174, mentions that it was the work of Knox, which 
must mean that he was much consulted in framing it. Calderwood's 
History, p. 24. Heylin's Hist, of the Presbyterians, p. 159. Keith, 
B. iii. p. 491, 492, who gives an extract from a manuscript copy Qf 
Spotttswoode's History, in full confirmation of the statement given in 
this work. 
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CHAP. Although this book has been printed in the form 
^ J^y'' . in which it was proposed for the sanction of the 
1560. ^^iyii power, yet the substance of it is very fer from 
being generally known ; and as full light cannot be 
cast upon the commencement of the protestant es- 
tablishment, upcm the progress which that establish- 
ment made, and upon the various forms which it 
assumed, without an examination of this system 
of policy, I shall endeavour to analyze it ; to state 
the general principles upon which it rests ; and to 
estimate the effects which it was calculated to pro- 
duce upon the religious, the moral, and the ^ Intel* 
lectual state of Scotland. This illustration, so es- 
sential to an accurate and useful history of the re* 
formation, will naturally succeed some observations 
upon the standard of faith which the reformers 
adopted; and the two next chapters, devoted to 
these subjects, will present a picture of the great men 
who so strenuously supported the civil and rdigious 
emancipation of their country, which it will be dif- 
ficult to contemplate without a considerable degree 
of wonder and admiration. 
Diiputa. But while government thus sought to carry on 
tw^^oie *^ interesting work of the reformation which par- 
^TOtotiS^ liament had so decisively commenced, they did not 
altogether overlook the adherents of the ancient re- 
ligion. Induced by candour, by curiosity, or by 
the conviction that they should thus more firmly 
establish the truth of their own opinions, they invi- 
ted the most able supporters of popery to come to 
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Edinburgh, for the purpose of disputing with the chap. 
preachers, and of defending the tenets which they »_ ^ '_r 
had shewn themselves determined not to relinquish. ^^^' 
Numbers readily accepted the invitation. Amongst 
rthese the most eminent were Anderson, the sub- 
principal of the university of Aberdeen, and John 
Leslie, afterwards bishop of Ross, the intelligent 
historian of Scotland, and the zealous defender of 
the unfortunate Mary. 

The disputes terminated as all similar disputes Difierent 
have done , neither party destroymg the previous in wMdi 
conviction of the other ; but it is amusing to read^dT*^ 
the diflFerent accounts of the manner in which they*^*^' 
were conducted. The protestant writers not only 
boast of victory, but depreciate the talents and the 
reasonings of their opponents. They represent 
them as having been struck with amazement at those 
arguments which, though they resisted, they could 
Aot answer ; and even the bishop of Ross, of whose 
excellent understanding no doubt can now be en- 
tertained, we are told, declined the contest, or was 
finable, even by the speciousness of sophistry, tp 
maintain the cause in which he was so deeply inte- 
rested.* 

Leslie himself, however, has given in his history 
a very opposite representation. He mentions the 
confer^ce between Anderson, and Knox assisted 
by Willock. He declares that Anderson defend- 
ed his faith with so much learning, piety, and closer 

* Knox, B. Hi p. 261, 262. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S48 HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION 

CHAP, i^css of argument, that he confirmed those who be« 
j^y^' . lieved, and confounded the abettors of heresy ; and 
1560. (hat to such a degree were they perplexed and inti- 
midated that they never again ventured to encounter 
the catholics, but testified their indignation at the de- 
feat which they had sustained, by compelling those 
who had conquered them to attend the sermons of 
the ministers, as if, Leslie adds, th& crude effu^ons 
of such men could make any impression upon per- 
€ons who not only could not be converted by the 
arguments which had been addressed to them, but 
who, in the estimation of all endowed with com« 
mon sense, had a decided superiority in the dis« 
pute.* 

Unluckily, his zeal for his friend and his religion 
prevented him from bemg sufficiently guarded in 
these assertions ; for, a little after, he records more 
disputations between the catholics and the protest^ 
ants, although he uniformly expatiates upon the 
overpowering reasoning of the former. — ^But why, 
if they were thus superior in argument, did their 
faith rapidly yield to the new system ? He saw the 
difficulty, and he attempted to remove it j but the 
attempt does not strengthen the representation 
which he had before given, for he admits, that there 
existed a carelessness amongst the established clergy 
in the highest degree culpable, and with much 
fairness acknowledges, that the ignorance in which 

* Leslie, de Rebus Gestis Scotorum, Lib. x. p. 530. 
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these clergy kept the people, rendered them chap. 
too much exposed to be captivated by what was< 



announced as divine truth, and was Tecommended ^*^' 
with a plausibility, and an eloquence, which their 
untutored minds could not resist. 
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CHAPTER SEVENTEENTH. 

Confession of Faith.. . • JS^asonsfor composing it. . . .Eara- 
mination of it. . . .// contrasts the Popish and Protestant 
systems, . . Jt inculcates pure morality, . . .Reformers un^ 
justly depreciated. •. .Their sentiments respecting Ae 
true Church ; Respecting Sacraments ; Respecting Q^ 
vemment. . . . Admit f upon this subject^ a dangerous mass^ 
im. . • .Enforce obedience to Magistrates upon Just pirin* 
ciples. • • ,Do not insist nrnch tipon mysterious points. « • • 
Questions respecting religious establishments. 

CHAP. W^HEN the reformation was first introduce^ intq 
Scotland, the progress which had been made in the 
discovery of divine truth was very inconsiderabkr 
The popish system had for ages been imiplicitly re* 
ceived j and even after the imperfection of several 
parts of it had been exposed, an idea long prevail- 
ed, that although it required to be freed from some 
corruptions which contaminated it, the general doc- 
trines which it inculcated were unquestionably the 
doctrines of Christianity. 

But when additional light was poured upon the 
minds of men, and when the study of the Scriptm-es 
became prevalent, the enormity of papal supersti- 
tion was more distinctly discerned, and the desire 



XVII 
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of eradicating it was more widely and more strongly chap. 
felt. To effectuate this, it was determined to con- _^^"o 
trast with it the opinions and principles which the ^^^ 
reformers had embraced, by coUectmg their tenets, 
and presenting them under one striking point of 
view. Hence the origin of confessions of faith inconfeaaon 
the protestant church was nearly similar to that of ^ 
creeds in the earliest periods of Christianity. Before Re 

for 
'posmgit. 



any one could be considered as converted from po-f*'^*^" 



pery, it was requisite that he should have renounced 
his former errors^ and this could be ascertained 
<mly by his solemnly declaring what he now con- 
ceived to be founded on the word of God. 

Had no particular standard been adopted, and 
had every man been left to pursue his own specu- 
ktions, the reformation would have expired soon 
after its commencement. The people, not accus- 
tomed to reasoning, and not qualified to weigh the 
arguments which would have been addressed to 
them, would have been bewildered by varying or 
opposite tenets, and would either Imve been driven 
into the hopelessness of infidelity, or been disposed 
to re-unite themselves to a chiurch which professed 
to point out, with the confidence of infallibility, 
what ought to be believed. 

As the number of protestants mcreased in Scot- 
land, the opposition which they had to encoimter 
became more formidable. They were thus com- 
pelled to make a common cause against their ene- 
mies, and to restram all propensity to differ amongst 
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CHAP, themselves, lest, in their anxiety to press their pe<- 
J^^^'^ Cttliar sentiments, and to render of importance fti- 
1500. volous distinctions, they should endanger dips^gnBtt 
principles which they had united to support. - It dm$ 
hsqtpened that the ministers, who had devoted their 
talents to religious inquiries, were regarded with 
the utmost reverence, as the oracles of jdivioe wtto 
dom# Then: sentiments were by all estetmjed as 
' the pure truths of revelation ; so that^ while they 
announced to mankind deliverance from spirittol 
tyranny and from the yoke of imi^icit biH^ they in 
jkct only transferred from the priesthood-topthen^ 
selves the submission of the fiuthfuL ' • ' i 

There was, however, a ra^tal dURerenoe ift viiir 
two cases. It was part of the popi^ religion^^ip^ft^ 
deed that part of it. which had, for some cenfttrfa^ 
been most anxiously inculca^*— dla^ ic^iva&tike dvubf 
of the laity to submit in matters of byidF<to ih^S^ 
rection of their spiritual guides, and diuuballrwha vio^ 
lated this duty were guilty of ilie meed pUttknt te> 
resy, e^tpo^ng themselves to suchpudshdieotastMe 
diurch might inflict in this worid, and Hxi^isnifl^pu- 
nishment in the next* The refQanud»i^'€ttrufk.it 
die root of this dai^erous and depressing ^iof^mb^ 
It recognized the word of God^^&Aes^mAeti 
£uth, and taught that by this rute ther^etitiments of 
Christians should be invariably cfoeeted^ ^It was 
not, however, possible all ^t once to csmj die max>- 
im into practice, because theignoranGe^hkh ages 
of darkness had created, was onlytbegioyoiBg to be 
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dissipated, and the great body of the people required chap. 
to be educated before they could attempt to read v, ^ ,1 
the Scriptures* But although, from this accidental ^^^' 
circumstance, the protestant ministers for some time 
necessarily led the public opinion, still this influence 
could only be temporary ; freedom of inquiry was 
interwoven with the protestant religion, and that 
freedom was soon claimed and was duly valued^ 

As, however, the preachers had acquired much 
aspect, a^ had been accustomed to witness the 
most cordial acquiescence in what they taught, we 
eannot wonder that, when the day of trial was past, 
they were unwilling to resign so gratifying a distinc* 
tion J ttmt they were eager to see the prevalence 
o£ their principles; and that they requested that 
tJi^^opinioiis which had grown with the reforma* 
tt(m, and which by numberless associations were en- 
deared to thar countrymen, should be digested in a 
fbirm fendextng them accessible to all, and establish- 
isig a visible barrier between those who had forsaken 
the church and the friends of the popish worship. 

But there was another reason which confirmed 
the protestimts in their resolution to compose a 
Confession, and which justified them in doing so. 
Although^ from a happy combination of causes, they 
had risen from the lowest depression to the posses- 
sion of the most marked influence over the mea* 
sures of parliament, the power of the church was 
far from being annihilated. They had every reason 
to apprehend that it would soon display its energy, 

vol.. II. z 
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CHAP, and that, strengthened by the support which the 
>J^^"' . queen would extend to it, it might prevail upon 
EximlSL numbers to desert the profession of the reformed 
tion of it. faith. The best security against this was, to give a 
plain illustration of the superiority of that £uth 
above the ancient superstition, by showing that 
it was in harmony with the in^ired writings, which 
were now believed to have been given for the direc- 
tion of Christians. Under the circumstances, then, 
in which the reformers were placed, it was wise to 
frame a Confession of Faith ; and the Confession 
presented to parliament, although it expresses antipa* 
thy to the pope, and to the theological tenets which 
flowed from him, is admirably adapted to promote 
the great end of all religion, and to enforce the ob- 
ligation of piety and virtue* 
contnutt The first feature which must strike all who ex- 
Ind^^ amine it, is the accuracy with which the difference 
T^a. ^^^^^^ popery and the protestant religion is point- 
ed out.* The church of Rom^ early perceived the 
importance of inculcating that salvation might be 
procured by the exertions of those who laboured to 
attain it ; and although it never expressly denied 
the efficacy of the merits ancl intercession of Christ, 
yet its doctrine of works of supererogation was cer- 
tainly calculated to exalt the power of the church, 
and to give a very erroneous view of the moral con- 

* Kirkton, in the first Book of his History, speaking of this Confes- 
sion, says," Also at their first meeting they framed a lort of Confession 
of Faith, which was rather opposed to Atheism than Popery." It is 
only necessary to look at the Confession, to see how erroneous is this 
observation. 
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ditlon of mam Upon this part of the popish scheme chap. 
some of the worst abuses rested ; those abuses ^— -y^..!. 
which first excited the horror of Christendom, and 
gave rise to that opposition which terminated in the 
reformation. 

The protestants attacked a principle, which it was 
so obvious that neither reason nor experience could 
establish* They not only clearly laid down the 
great doctrine, that man was insufficient to accom- 
plish his own salvation, but some of them, in their 
anxiety to avoid one extreme, ran into another, and 
taught what at least seemed to imply the total sub- 
version of morality. In the Scottish Confession, 
however, this subject is treated with the utmost 
pl^ecision, and with a calmness, a moderation, and an 
exemption from enthusiasm, reproving the errors 
wluch, even in our days, are too widely disseminat- 
ed« It teaches, indeed, the corruption of human 
nature, and forcibly inculcates the inability of man 
to continue in the uninterrupted practice of what is inculcate 
gOod J but far from perverting these principles toJStyT' 
the gratification of spiritual pride, and to the de- 
struction of proper regard for the divine law, it 
with much energy declares, " that it is blasphemy 
to affirm that Christ Jesus dwells in the hearts of 
those in whom there is no spirit of sanctification.'* 
Instead of resting the evidence of sincere attachment 
to the gospel upon feelings and emotions which of- 
ten originate from some peculiarity of bodily consti- 
tution, from sympathy or from weakness, and which 
have no necessary connexion with the amiableness 
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CHAP, of a virtuous character, it affirms, " that all work- 

XVII. 

f crs of iniquity are destitute of true faith, and that 
they who triumph over sin, are, in the true sense, 
the disciples of Jesus." 

The delineation of the duty of a Christian is in 
the highest degree just and impressive. Rejecting 
the oblations, the penances, the pilgrimages, and the 
mortifications which were so sedulously enforced 
upon the laity by the catholic priesthood, it ob^ 
serves, ^' that the holy law of God consists of two 
tables, the one relating to the Deity, the other to 
our fellow-creatures, and to ourselves. To have 
one God, to worship and honour him, to call upon 
him in all our troubles, to reverence his awful name, 
to hear his word, to believe it, and to partake of the 
sacraments J these are the works of the first table.*'— 

•* To honour father, mother, princes, rulers, and 
superior powers, to love them, to support them^ 
to obey their charges, when these are not inconsist- 
ent with the divine commandments, to save the lives 
of the innocent, to repress tyranny, to defend the 
oppressed, to live in temperance and sobriety, to 
deal justly with all men both in word and deed^ 
and finally to root out all desire to hurt our neigh- 
bour ; these are the good works of the seccoid table, 
which are most pleasing and acceptable unto God."* 

* Knox, in the third book of his History, has inserted the Confes- 
sion at full length. It may also be seen in Calderwood, and in the acts 
of the first parliament of James VI. Some remarks upon it are made 
by Collier, in the 2d Vol. of his Ecclesiastical History of Britaio, 
from p. 467. 
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When we compare this manly, and enlightened fe- en at. 
presentation of duty with the ignorance or perver- . J^^"j_ 
sion of moral truth to which it succeeded, we must ^^^* 
perceive how much the world was indebted to the 
reformation. There is manifested in the Confession, 
an earnest desire to make man happy in private life, 
while at the same time, embracing what he owes to 
others as members of the same community, it tends 
to guard him against cruelty and rebellion on one 
hand, and against meanness of spirit, and humiliating 
8ubmissi(m to tyranny on the other. It is imposs&le 
to take into view the many disadvantages under 
which the composers of this summary laboured, 
and the numberless causes which might have dark- 
ened their reason, stimulated their passions, or in- 
flamed their imaginations, without the conviction, 
that although they had their failings, they possessed 
much soundness and vigour of understanding, andTherefot- 
had surveyed human nature with a piercing eye j and j^yX- 
without feeling some indignation, that they have,^'®^"'*^' 
even by writers whose strength of mind might have 
preserved them from the weakness of sacriificing the 
love of truth to affectation of liberality of sentiment, 
been studiously held forth to the public as ignorant 
or intemperate zealots, who, although instrumental 
in accomplishing a most important revolution in the 
moral and religious state of Scotland, are entitled to 
no respect, and may be held in contempt by their 
more cultivated and unprejudiced descendants.* 

* Mr Hume invariably speaks most contemptuously of the reform- 
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CHAP. But it was not enough to destroy the fbundatibn 
^^"- , upon which the church of Rome had built her most 
profitable delusions. She claimed to be the onfy 
true church ; she represented every deviation &cah 
what she declared to be right, as entailing the guilt 
of schism or of impiety ; and it was therefore of 
much importance to guard protestants against re- 
presentations which, by alarming their fears, might, 
in those seasons of depression which arrive to all, 
have agitated their minds, and even given a shock 
to the stability of their faith. This naturally led 
the compilers of the Confession to engross in it 

ers. His religious principles, or rather bis want of religious prin- 
ciple, led him to do so, and the impression made by bis works, has 
very strongly contributed to prevent these reformers frota hMmg 
the high place in the estimation of their countrymen, to which they 
are without doubt most justly entitled. The fascinatron of genius 
gives even to the erroneous and hasty assertions of those who are 
possessed of it, a charm which prevents calm examination, and con- 
fers authority on what ought to be disregarded ; but when the same 
assertions proceed from men of feebler powers, they are at once seen 
in their true light; A very striking instance of the length to which 
rash calumny against the reformers has been sometimes carried, ocf- 
curs in Dalyell's Fragments of Scottish History. After some'fl/ppant 
and truly desultory remarks against the clergy, this writer mentions 
a fact which rests upon the authority of Knox, and he immediately 
adds, ** notwithstanding the relation of a hot->brained fanatic, this may 
be partly true." It is difficult to ascribe, even to self-deceit, such a 
magical power as we must suppose it to possess, if we imagine that 
Mr Dalyell could for a moment tbink, that it was necessary in him to 
apologize for condescending to trust in the testimony of Knox ; or 
that the reputation of this eminent reformer, whose energy o£ mind 
is apparent in every sentence which he wrote, and in every action which 
he performed, could sufier from a charge not supported by evidence, 
and clearly shewing that no attempt had been made to appreciate his 
character. 
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their sentiments respecting the true church, and chap. 
the validity of that authority which the bishops of/^^^h^ 
Rome had so long exercised. They teach *' that ^^^• 
the church of Christ is not marked out by external 
circumstances — by antiquity, succession, or num- 
bers, the great grounds upon which the pope esta- 
blished the universality of the Romish church — ^but 
by the true preachmg of the word, by the right ad- 
mmistration of the sacraments, and by such a sys- 
tem of ecclesiastical discipline, as tended to the en- 
couragiement of virtue and the suppression of vice.'* 
These marks the Confession claims, as belonging to 
the protestant church, and this claim rendered it ne- 
cessary to advert to some of the peculiar tenets of 
popery, particularly respecting the authority and in- 
terpreftation of Scripture, the nature and dispensa- 
tion of the sacraments, and the power of the civil 
magistrates matters of religion. 

The church of Rome, strangely representing the 
Scriptures as wrapped in impenetrable obscurity, 
had long taught that the pope, or perhaps a general 
council, was invested by the Holy Spirit with the 
privilege and ability of interpreting them, and con- 
sequently of deciding every controversy, and pro- 
nouncing upon every doctrine, and that no private 
person was permitted to follow the light of his own 
mind, but was bound to acquiesce in the decision 
of the true and infallible church* 

The Scotish reformers resist this irrational and 
debasing doctrine. They declare *^ that as the au- 
thority of Scripture arises from its being dictated by 

8 
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ciuf- jofpimi^ofi^ it.DiM reasonable toiedm:bid^t^i^ 
had been rendered by divine wisdont^ftlia^tediJQr 
tl^ puvpo^e for whkh it wa$ mteoded, tf^^fthe 
.rule of faith and vtanners ; that in ^veiy Attittf 
{Mfieulty^ the in^iiry ought to be, ^^ not.whtf^hltf 
been before thought with regard to it»*hilt it^t 
was really taught in the canonical boolasy or .1^ 
sanctioned by the example of o^r Sanour*'^ » 

After the reverence for th^ see of .Rom^ begMt 
to abate, the eyes of those who wished for i^doxr 
matio;! were dkjected towards a .g^eial cwocil^ 
and for a qonsiderable time, they oC»?ed toisubioit 
to the decision of such a counciU. upon all the {x^dnft 
of controversy which had been agitated«.:^Th^ 
yfew^s however, gradually becamemore >ust m4i9^ 
l^ed.«^By attending to. the history, laadjKt lb? 
protQ^dinip of, gemf9i councils, they im^r owyiiir 
ced j^bat the^ assemblies had often been cowtitut^ 
tod bad'often acted in a manner not hYO^imiAejScit 
the investigation (»r. the discovery, of truth*; Th^y 
thus very early became doubtftil, whether m&lUbit 
lity could be attributed to the decrees* of councils,, 
and before the Confessioa of Faith was ft'amed in 
Scotland, they had accurately estimated the degree 
of respect to which these decrees were entitled^ 
The compilers admitted ** that the opinions of ge- 
neral councils were entitled to examination, as pro- 
ceeding from men who had been conversant, or who 
should have been conyei^nt, with the study of 
Scripture ;" but they explicitly denied " that there be- 
longed to these men any right to devise articles of 
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faiAk^ or to add to what had been delivered in the chap. 
urtrdofCtod/' .^^ 

D. .Having thus attempted to shew that the protestant Re^^ig 
tiiorch had the essential requisites of a true church ^^^^ 
bf Christ, they conceived it necessary to deliver 
&eir doctrines respecting the sacraments, and par- 
^tilarly die sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

The taiet of transubstantiation, so revolting to 
reason, and so obviously confuted by the testimony 
of the senses, was eminently adapted to increase the 
veneration entertained for the priesthood. By their 
act, bread and wine were believed to become the 
real body and blood of Christ, and no doubt was 
entertained that upon their secret intention the effi- 
cacy of conununion entirely dependedr The pro- 
testants opposed and denied transubstantiation, but 
it is remarkable that they departed so litde, at least 
from jthe language in which it had been announced* 
The sentiments of Luther and his followers di£Per- 
ed more in appearance than in reality from those of 
his adversaries, and were open to objections almost 
ec|ually insurmountable f while Calvin, although 
he clearly decided against the presence of the actual 
body and blood of Jesus, expressed himself with a 
kind of ambiguous reverence upon this interesting 
subject. Ejiox, and they who assisted him, use, in 
their Confession, a mode of phraseology which evi- 
dently proves that they were perplexed about the 
nature of that communication which, in partaking 
of the signs, exists between the Redeemer and his 
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CHAP, people. Theythusdeliveredtheir opinion: "We be- 
lieve that in the supper, rightly used, Christ lesusr 
is so joined with us, that he becometh the very 
nourishment and food of our souls. Kot that we 
imagine any transubstantiation of bread into Christ's 
natural body, and of wine of his natural blood, asf 
the papists have perniciously taught and damnably 
believed, but this union and communion which we 
have with the body and blood of Christ in the right 
use of the sacrament, is wrought by operation of the 
Holy Ghost, who, by true faith, carrieth us ^bove 
all things that are visible, and carnal, and earthly, 
and maketh us to feed upon the body and blood of 
Christ Jesus, which was once broken and shed for 
us, which now is in the heavens, and appeareth in 
the presence of his Father for us. And yer, not- 
withstanding the far distance of place which is be- 
twixt his body, now glorified in heaved, and us now 
mortal upon the earth, we most assuredly believe 
that the bread which we break is the communion 
of Christ's body, and the cup which we bless is the 
communion of 4ris blood. The faithful, in the right 
use of the Lord's table, so do eat and drink the 
body and blood of the Lord Jesus, that he remain- 
eth in them and they in him." 

It cannot be denied that there is in this laboured 
exposition muchobscurity, and it shews very retttark- 
ably, that, in religious reformation, it is not always 
what is most at war with reason which can vnth 
the greatest ease be renounced. The reformers in 
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Scotland denied, transubstantiation, but they adtml- ^hap. 

* XVII 

ixd Vhat they called a spiritual presence. They of- ^--v--^ 
ten spoke^ however, of this presence, in a manner ^^^' 
"vrfaich they certainly would not have done, had not 
the tenet which they opposed acquired a firm hold 
of the &ith of mankind, and in a manner which, 
without their own express declaration to the con- 
trary, might have led us to thmk that they really 
were convinced of the literal presence of Christ in 
the elements, by which his sufferings are signified 

- and recalled to the faithful. 

But while they were thus embarrassed upon this 
subject, their ideas upon the right method ofadmi- 

- nistering the sacraments were very precise. They 
taught ^' that these sacraments should be dispensed 
by ministers lawfully called by some particular 
thurch, and using the elements prescribed by Christ 
himself -—Upon the violation of these principles 
by the church of Rome, they founded the justifica- 
tion of their conduct in separating from its com- 
munion. That church, by varying the mode of ad- 
ministration, and by accompanying it with ceremo- 
nies not authorized by the original institution, cer- 
tainly presumed tb supersede the authority of the 
Author of our religion, and thus laid itself open to 
reproach, which its adversaries triumphantly cast 
upon it, and which they had little difficulty in con- 
vincing their followers had been most justly deser- 
ved. The compilers of the Confession with energy 
remark, ^^ to what end^ and in what opinion the 
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CHAP, priests say their masses, let the words of the same^ 
^— -v -"^ of their own doctors Hid imtings witness ; that they, 
as mediators betwixt Christ and his church, d&dffer 
unto God the Father a propitiatory sacrifice for the" 
sins of the quick and the dead ; which doctrine, at 
blasphemous to Christ Jesus, and making derogation 
from the sufficiency of his only sacrifice, once ofer- 
ed for purgation of all those which shaH be sancd« 
fied, we utterly abhor, detest, and renounce/* 
Respecting The parts of the Confession to^ which I have al* 
SwT' luded, were naturally suggested by the ccmtroversy 
between the church of Rome aiid those who had 
withdrawn from it. — But there was another dub^ect 
with respect to which the Scotish reformers wer^ 
by difi^erent causes, powerfully impelled to declare 
thdo* sentiments. In defence of their faith, »d of 
those civil rights, the Value of which their struggle 
for that faith had impressed on their minds, they had 
been compelled, as has been related, to re^st the 
authority cf government, and virtually to' ^obey 
the commands of their sovereign. Their opponents^ 
availing themselves of this circumstance, held them 
forth as men impatient of all restraint, who wished 
to annihilate the office of the magistrate no bs^ 
than the influence of the church. When, thdtt, they 
had so far succeeded as to be able to direct the voice 
of (parliament, it became essential for recoMmiend- 
ing their cause to a large and a most respectable 
part of their countrymen, to wipe away the asper- 
sion which had been thrown upon them, by plainly 
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Slating their sezidments in relation to government, chap. 
and to those by^:whom it was administered. v , ^ ,L 

There was also another reason which forcibly ^^^' 
impelled them to make such a statement. They 
imew that the queen was warmly attached to the 
popish faith, and apprehensive that she might en- 
deavour to revive its splendour and power, they 
wished to lay down the position, that it was, in their 
estimation, the duty of every prince to reform the 
church. Their view in this obviously was, to pro- They ad- 
vide the most effectual security for the prevalence J}J|g"^^f 
of their own religious opinions, by leading the peo- J^^ *^*^^- 
ple to regard every attempt of their sovereign to Pleasure. 
subv^t them as a violation of what was due by ru- 
lers to the supreme Being, and as an infringement of 
what every monarch owes to his subjects. In their 
anxiety to fortify themselves and their tenets, they 
did not advert to the danger of the expedient to 
which they had recourse. Although they attached 
only one idea to the reformation of the church, they 
who thought differently were equally^entitled to at- 
tach another ; and as every denomination of Christ- 
ians conceive that they are restoring the purity of 
religion, when they disseminate their peculiar views, 
the reformers in fact put into the hands of the prince 
a formidable weapon, which, according to his incli- 
nation or his ability, might be equally directed 
against catholics and protestants. In this point, 
then, they acted in direct opposition to the general 
principles of liberty which they had avowed, and 
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CHAP, their posterity had deep cause to lament the evil^ 
<^..yw which arose from the determination of different 
' *^' aovereigns to regulate, by their own belief or t^y 
their own political views, the belief of their pepplp. 
Inculcate But whatever may be thought of this part of the^ 
t^^ article, even the most zealous advocates of monarchic^ 
^^i^ cal government must coincide in the general spirit 
principle., which pervades it, unless, perhaps, they be dissaSisr 
fied at the insertion of one short clause, guarding 
against the absurdity of passive obedience and non-, 
resistance. " The compilers of the CcHifession ac- 
knowledge empires, kingdoms, dominions, .and 
cities, that is, all diflferent forms of civil polity, cal- 
culated to promote security and happiness, to be 
the ordinance of God for the singular profit and 
coipmodity of mankind : They declare, that such 
persons as are invested with authority, are to be 
loved, honoured, feared, and held in the most re^ 
vered estiniaticm, because they are appointed bf 
God to praise and defend good men, to punish 
and 8uppress«the wicked : They profess to beUeve, 
that to kings and rulers it belongs to reform and 
purify religion ; and they finally teach, that they 
who resist the supreme powers, doing what belongs 
to them, do resist God's ordinance, and cannot be 
guiltless/' 

While they thus guard, in the strcmgest 'manner^ 
against turbulence, sedition, and rebellion, and place 
a fence round the constituted authorities, sufEqieni 
to protect them from violence, they do not relin- 
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quish the principles upon which they had so long chap. 
acted ; hut they rest the duty of subjection to rulers ^^"• 
upon this ground, that these rulers discharge with i^«o- 
fidelity the important trust reposed in them ; they 
represent the relation between the prince and the 
people, as designed for the good of the whole ; 
and they plainly take for granted, that cases may 
occur, when revolt against the supreme power 
would not be chargeable with the guilt of resisting 
the appointment of heaven# 

This limitation of submission, so obviously reason- 
able, and so plainly arising from the very nature of 
the social union, has, however, been considered as 
iavalidating the general professions of reverence for 
sovereigns with which this article is replete; one 
historian has expressly made this observation, and 
in doing so, delivered the opinion which many 
entertained at the period of his writing. " The 
twenty-fourth article,'* he says, '* speaks very ho- 
nourably of civil government ; owns it the ordinance 
of God^ and condemns those who resist the supreme 
powers doing that which appertains to their charge. 
This clause was added, to secure the doctrine of re- * 
sistance, and justify the late practice against the 
crown ; and thus, by throwing these dead flies into 
the ointment, the perfume is lost, and the ingredi- 
ents made good for nothing."* 

Such sentiments are embraced probably by very 
few, in Britain at least, at the present day. The 

* Collier*s Ecclesiastical History of Great Britain, Vol. If. p. 467. 
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CHAP, doctrine of resistance, which was so long regarded 
. ^^"' . with horror by the kings of the race of Stuart, and 
iMO. |jy ^ij^gg ^jjQ^ ^^Y the abdication of that family, 
supported their pretensions, far from being inconsk- 
tent with loyalty, renders it a duty of the most sa^ 
cred obligation ; because belief in that doctrine na^ 
turally produces the most profound reveroice for 
every constitution which combines, with the prero- 
gative and the splendour of the monarch, the preser* 
vation of the liberties of those over whom he rules. 
There is still one feature of the Confession to 
which, in detailing the principles and views of the 
reformers, it is proper to advert* 
Do not in- Although the fundamental truths of Christianity 
upon mys. are clearly revealed, and can, by every fair mind, 
^^ be easily apprehended, yet this religion, in common 
with that of nature, directs the thoughts of specu- 
lative men to inquiries respecting our ori^ and 
nature, and the designs and counsels of the Almigh- 
ty, which, however they may fascinate those who 
devote to them the powers of their understanding, 
can never be reduced to the level of human com- 
prehension ; and some of the peculiar doctrines of 
the gospel, although their practical tendency be in 
the highest degree beneficial, have given rise to in- 
vestigations equally delusive or unintelligible, by. 
which the most pious and sincere Christians may be 
conducted to very different conclusions. 

In the early ages of the church, the attention of 
the converts was not much turned to these dark 
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^t^tktfi& The peiisecution to .wUdi tttey were Phap. 
expcj^edt and the difficulties which they all h^ w-v-^ 
to ei^iCQimtt^F, left them little leisure orinclijiatiQn ^*^' 
for metaphysical or theological discussipiu 

Bi^t after CcHistajatine had establisihed Cbrisgdaiiity . 
as the reiigion of th^ empire^^ andliad conferred qq, 
its ministers affluence and honour,. the natural i»|i« 
dency of the human mind to abstract or frivolQus 
disijuisition was allowed full scope, and the meinr 
bers of the church freely spjBCulated upon points 
into which the pride of philosophy, perhaps no le^s 
than religious i^eal, induced them to inquire. Fronv* 
that period, accordingly, the*number of heresies ^s-> 
tomshingly increased ; and these heresies chiefly re- 
lated to subjects which admitted of endless diversi- 
ty of sentiment. The dbscure and unsatisfactory te- 
nets which w'ere announced respecting the divine de^ 
crees, the nature and exteiit oi election, and the 
union of th^ htimaa and divine natures in Christ, 
were ihdilcated as essendal parts of the Christian 
scheme,. and all: who could not assent to them, or 
who dedfered, which must have been very common, 
that Aey did not understand th^ni, were detested 
as ^6ilaies of the orthodox tihh, and were excluded 
frcmi'the'privileges of the church. 

The rapldtfiffusibh of ignbrah(:e, and the equally 
rapid ascblidi^y #hi(9i the Popes gamed over'thfe / 
£uiV)pem<^^ltoi4d^ -es^guisii^ in a great degree;' ' 
this evil, by the intt^bdiietibn of one not less to^^fe* . 
4eidof«d;i i3ie.j:^eadb^ was chained, sA^he 
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CHAP, looked to the papal chair as to the infallible source 

XVII. 

%— ^wof divine truth. It was to be expected th^ the re^ 
formation) asserting the right of private judgment, 
and restoring liberty of free discussion, would 
again introduce numberless modifications c^ sen- 
timent upon the mysteries of revelation. Tlus 
actually was the i:ase. The attention of the r^« 
' formers was soon withdrawn from the plain and 
practical discoveries of our Lord, and yn& ex- 
hausted in controversies, often as unprofitable, and 
as litde adapted to guide to important truth, as 
those which had disgraced the fourth and the fifth 
centuries* Each sect«attached to the crude expla- 
nations which it invented the utmost consequence ; 
and confessions of faith, still retaining the most in- 
teresting and impressively sublime doctrines of jthe 
gospel, comprehended, as of equal lau^rity, dog- 
matical asserdcms upon those se(:ret things, which, 
in the just and energetic language of Scripture, are 
said to belong to the Lord. 

At the period, however, at which the Confession 
of the Scodsh refonners was composed, such sub- 
jects were not the propoinent ones whicIiL they were 
eager to exhibit. They do indeed plainly state their 
conviction, of the divinity of Christ, pf his atone- 
ment, a^id of the necessity of iaith in his interposir 
tion for the salvation of manlJnd, and in stating it 
they occasionally employ langiiage which the desire 
of explaining what does not admit of explanation, 
had, in the progres^of theological (:pntrovei;sy, intro- 
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iduced; bntupon the mysterious points of predeetina- chaf. 
don and election, they do not minutely enter j ?^^ y . / ',r 
with very few exceptions, their summary of the ^^^' 
great doctrines of the gospel may be subscribed by 
diat most numarous part of the disciples of Jesus, 
who believe in his pre-existence, and regard him 
with reverence and love as the Saviour of the world. 

Such were the views and sentiments, in relsdon 
to the truths of Christianity, which were entertained 
by the first reformers in Scotland; and such the 
circumstances which led them to frame a Confession 
of Faith, and to petition that it might be sanctioned 
by the estates of parliament* 

But although their peculiar situation may, in |tfaeQ»estio& 
estimation of many, justify their conduct, the ques- leUgknu 
tion may now arise, how far eonfi^ssions ought to^!^!^* 
receive ^at kind of authority which the civil power 
ican bestow on them^ The dangers which threaten- 
ed the reformation have happily passed away ; and 
it has been thought an infringement of the liberty 
of conscience, which that impon^t revolution pro- 
fessed to introduce, to make any distinction apiopgst 
the different denominations of Christians, and to 
confer on one class privil^es and imnmnities isrhich 
are not extended to the rest. 

Plausible as are the reasonings directed against 
establishments which the legislative jcpnlinnation of 
confessions implies, much may be said in their de- 
fence ; and it may be shewn, with great strength of 
argument^ that, when properly regulated, they not 
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CHAP, only leave unimpaired the rights of conscience, but 
u^^^!!Lare attended with many advantages. It is readily 
*^^ admitted to be an object of much national import- 
ance to educate the young, to patronize the arts, to 
foster science, and to emancipate from prejudices 
and opinions, which exert a pernicious influence 
upon die political situation or conduct of those who 
are guided by them ; and surely, for similar rea« 
sons, religion should not be overlooked by any go- 
vemment properly solicitous for its own stability, 
and for the real good of all who live under its pro- 
tection. The most powerful motives which can de- 
termine the will are derived from this source ; it 
professes to regulate human actions, and it directly 
affects the dispositions, the feelings, and the comfort 
of mankind. Erroneous views of religion have often 
led to the most dangerous aiid fatal excesses ; they, 
at all times, imbitter the enjoyment of life, and they 
are generally most un&vourable to that pure and 
steady morality, and to that scrupulous attention to 
the relations in which Providence has placed us, 
which it is of so much moment, both in a private 
and a national light, to secure. 

If such be the effects of religion, and such the ha- 
zard of adopting fallacious sentiments with regard to 
it, and if it be wisdom in government to counter- 
act every cause of moral evil, it becomes the duty 
of rulers to employ those means which can com- 
municate to the great part of the community en- 
lightened and liberal opinions, preserving the igno- 
rant from being deluded by artful or wicked men. 
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and directly tending to make them better subjects, chap. 
and more valuable members of that society of which <J^)!fl, 
they compose a part. ^^^' 

Now this will be best accomplished by iijpulcat- 
ing the religious principles which are adapted to 
promote these valuable purposes ; and this may be 
done while all are left at perfect freedom to choose 
any other principles which appear to them more 
conformable to the standard of divine truth. If the 
. language of any government, indeed, upon this sub- 
ject should be^ Here is the religion which must be 
embraced, and all who do not embrace it must be 
excluded from civil privileges, or harassed by pu* 
nishment — ^this could not be too much reprobated, 
for the tyranny implied in it would be the worst of 
evilsi If, however, government merely declare, 
that it is anxious to afford to all easy access to re* 
ligious instruction, and to secure the diligent efforts 
of men, bound by thar office to teach the tenets 
which it has authorized, while it gives permission 
to every man to think for himself, and to submit to 
the direction erf any teacher whom he approves ; 
the hardship of such an establishment is altogether 
imaginary. They who dissent from it are predsely 
in the same situation in which they would have 
been had it never existed ; while the inestimable 
advantage of moral and religious knowledge is con- 
veyed by it to vast numbers, who, without such a 
provision, might have remained in the most melan- 
choly and debasing ignorancct 
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CHAP. An established reli^on is also of infinite use hi 
^^"^ preserving the religious spirit. It has often been 



^^^* observed that seasons of persecution give rise to the 
most striking di^lays of zeal The human mind, 
which, when there is nothing to counteract the in- 
fluence of the objects and pursuits of life, is natu- 
rally apt to be engrossed with them, is then rous- 
ed to a sense of the importance and obligation of 
religion ; and thus perceiving, in all its value, the 
blessedness connected with it, without hesitadon 
makes every sacrifice,, rather than act in a manner 
inconsistent with what appears reqmsite to secure 
its rewards. 

An established faith operates in a dmilar, though 
less powerful manner. The desire of confiiting the 
peculiar tenets of the national church, or of vindi- 
cating thdr own, impresses upon those who cannot 
conscientiously enter within its communion, the great 
precepts and the most momentous doctrines of re- 
ligion ; while they who venerate the church, being 
compelled to defend themselves against attack, and 
to examine the principles upon which they hare de- 
cided their choice, are thus preserved from that in- 
dolence or carelessness in the discharge of duty, and 
that indifference about the qualifications so requisite 
for the sacred office, which the absence of every ad- 
yersary might, in an^alarming degree, have produced* 
Had there been no opposition thus created, and no 
such motive to acquire converts, or to fix the faith of 
those who had been converted, and had all been per. 
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tnitted to hold, upon^an equal fbottng, thdr retigi- chap* 
ous principles, no opportunity being afforded of at- -_ ^ '-^ 
tending divine worship without choosing and sup- ^^^ 
porting a pastor, it is much to be feared, that, in 
the present state of society, and from the direction 
which advanced civilization and refinement give to 
the great mass of mankind, immense multitudes 
would either have sunk into indifference to divine 
truth, or would have been seduced by the corrupt- 
ing ma^ms of profiane and licentious philosophy ; 
that corrupt and depraved habits, at present, so un- 
fortunately prevalent, would have been more widely 
spread } and that the rising generation, educated 
without any pious impressions, might have exhi- 
bited that total relaxation of morals,- which is the 
prelude to the most awful political convulsions. 

If the accounts which have been lately given by 
some travellers, of the state of religion in America, 
be accurate, and there seems little reason to doubt 
of their accuracy, that country does not invalidate 
what has been stated ;* but tends to impress upon 
those who have not brought themselves to consider 
the extermination of every trace of religion as de- 

* See a chapter upon the State of Religion in America, contained 
in a book, entitled the Stranger in America, by Charles William Jan« 
son, Esq. 1807. P» 100—107, and quotations from Weld's Travels 
through North America, and Ashe's Travels in America, in the Bri* 
tish Critic, first Number of Vol. VII. new series, p. lOS. See also some 
curious observations proceeding upon the supposition, that in Ame-* 
rica there is at present no need for a religious establishment, and ac- 
counting for this, in an ingenious essay on national establishments 
in rdigiopi by John Bigland, in Vol. I. of his E^ys, p* 44f 
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^^^J[- sirable, that the preference ^ven by a legislature- 
w — ^to one denomination of ChristianSy when regulated 
and limited as has been pointed out^ and as is at 
present the case in Scotland^ is highly advantageous f 
and that much of the principle which exists in a 
country, may be ascribed to the effects, which^ 
through its religious establishment, are produced 
upon the understandings and the hearts of the 
people. 
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CHAPTER EIGHTEENTH. 



Book of Discipline. • *. Analysis of it* . . .Principle assume A 
by those ixiho framed it, . . . Tendency of the Pririciple. . . . 
L Scheme of Church^Govemment and Segulations re^ 
specting the Ministers tf Religion. , • .11. Scheme of Edu- 
cation ,-. . . .Enlightened views upon this Subject ;. . • .Pa- 
rochial Schools:. . . .Academies ;. . . .Universities :• . .Platv 
ff Study ;... .Reformers propose to provide for Teachers 
out of the funds of the Church ,-• . . .III. Provision fin: 
the Clergy ,-. . . .Disposal of the Revenues of the Church ;. 
Suppofrt of the Poor. . . .IV. Miscellaneous Regulations 
. • • .Beauty and Simplicity of this Scheme of Ecclesiasti- 
cal Polity.. ..Too great an innovation. . ..Opinion of 
Archbishop Hamilton. . . .Book of Discipline not in con- 
formity to the Sentiments and Practice of either of the 
Established Churches in Britain. . • .Refections upon it. 

The Scotishreformei^ were sensible that the great chap. 
objects which they had in view could not be ac- ^ ^^^" 



yn 



complished merely by collecting the doctrines and ^^^' 
principles in which they believed j they saw the ne- ^^^ ^ 
cessity of forming a church, and of devising a system ^^P^^ 
of ecclesiastical polity, under which their tenets 
might be inculcated and enforced. This led to the 
composition of the first Book of Discipline ; a gene« 

5 
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™ AP. ral acquaintanceix^tfa which is requisite for thorough- 
% — v--^ly estimating the sentiments of the men who were 
Analysis' of employed in the formation of it ; and for deciding 
'^* upon the enlargement of their views, and upon the 

principle soundness of their understanding* They assume^ 
as the foundation of their superstructure, a prin- 
ciple which merits attentive examination, and the 
superstructure which they erected may be con- 
templated, even by those who do not approve 
of it, with strong feelings of reverence and admira- 
tion. 

Whatever was the practice of the apostles in 
settling the churches which they planted, whether 
they regulated ecclesiastical administration by one 
model, or varied it according to the pecuHar dr« 
cumstances of the converts whom they attached to 
the faith, it admits not of a doubt that disparity in 
the priesthood was very early introduced, and that 
a preference was soon given to the ^episcopal 
scheme of governing the church. The church of 
Rome, after attaining the plenitude of its spiritual 
authority, made, as has been stated in the introduc- 
tory book, a material alteration in the sentiments 
which, upon this subject, were entertained. It sup> 
ported, with all its influence, the existence of dif- 
ferent orders of priests ; but instead of represent- 
ing the bishops as an order instituted by Scripture, 
it taught that the Pope alone was appointed by 
Heaven, and that all other classes of the priesthood 
derived their origin and their privileges from hinu 
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the bishops naturally opposed this doctrine, which chap. 
degraded them ill the estimation of Christendom, ^— v — 
They struggled vigorously against it j and at the 
council of Trent displayed much ingenuity, and 
employed much acute reasoning to establish their 
high claims, which had been once extensively al- 
lowed. 

Many of the reformers were disposed to support 
the pretensions of the bishops j and after they had 
succeeded in rescuing themselves from the oppres- 
sion of papal usurpation, they continued to maintain 
that ordination should be conferred solely by this 
higher rank of the clergy. 

Calvin opened what were considered as new views 
with respect to the government of the church. Lay- 
ing down what is now almost universally admitted, 
that, in the New Testament, no distinction is made 
between bishops and presbyters, the two words 
being in various passages used as of the same im- 
port, he regulated, agreeably to this, the ecclesiasti- 
cal polity of Geneva, and employed the influence 
which he so deservedly possessed in leading other 
churches to imitate the example which he had se£ 
before them, Tet it is evident, both from his writ- 
ings, and from his correspondence, that he did not 
consider the equality of pastors as essentially requi- 
dte, but was convinced that mankind, although they 
ought to view with respect the practice of the pri- 
mitive Christians, were left at full liberty to make 
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CHAP, such changes, in the form and polity of the churchy 
^.^,_1; as might appear to them, under their peculiar cir- 
**^" cumstances, best adapted to give ef&cacy to reli- 
gious instruction, and to £icilitate the illumination 
and the moral improvement of the human race.* 

Upon this liberal maxim, apparently so much in 
harmony with an universal religion, and which the 
early reformers inEngland zealously adopted, Knox, 
and they who assisted him, determined to proceed. f 
In the Confession of Faith they had clearly avowed 
it, and they recur to it in the Book of Discipline. lu 



* Calviii'a Institutes, Lib. 4. ch. 1. sec. 9 and 10, p. 653» 654«- 
Lib. 4>. ch. 3, sec. 6, ad finem, p. 678— Lib. tL ch. 4. sec. 2, p. 684» 
685, and sec. 3, p. 685, ch. 10, sec. 1, p. 755, and see. 30, p. 776, all 
uf these compared with Beza's life of Calvin, prefixed to his Epistles^ 
p. 14> with the Letters in that Collection which Calvin wrote to 
tiie Duke of Somerset the Protector, No. 87, to Cranmef Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Nos. 1S6, 137, to the English exiles at Fraidibrt, No. 
500, to theBishop of London, No. 295, to the King ofPoland,No. 190, 
and with a disquisition upon what ought to be done. Si Episcopus vet 
Curatus ad Ecclesiam sese adjunxerit, Na 873. I once intended to 
(Jiew fully, that Calvin really held the opinion ascribed to him in the 
text, and which was soon explicitly avowed by the reformed churches, 
but I reflected that the disquisition could be little mteresting to the 
readers of general history, and the references which I have marked 
will enable any one who wishes particular infonnati<Hi upon the sub« 
jeet to obtain it. See also Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History. VoL lY* 
p. 79, 87, 91, and lU, 115. 

• t Mosheim, Vol.IV. p. 91, and note by M^Laine. For the opimons 
entertained by the English reformers upon the subject of church go^ 
vernmeiit, the reader may, with much satisfaction, consult Neal's His« 
tory of the Puritans, a work written with great candour, and contain- 
ing a statement of facts resting upon unquestionabte authoritiefii 
Campbell's Lectures, VoL L p. 85'.-96* 
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the Confession it is said, " we do not think that one chap, 
policy, and one order in ceremonies can be appoint- . ^^"^ 
ed for all ages, times, and places j for as ceremo- i^^<^- 
Jiies, such as men have devised, are but temporal, 
so may and ought they to be changed, when they 
rather foster superstition than edify the church using 
the same."* 

In the Book of Discipline, some parts of the plan 

* Knox and Calderwood, as before quoted. Wodrow, in his MSS. 
Vol, III. p. 186^ 187, feebly attempts to shew that the first reformers 
did not act upon the liberal principle here stated. If any doubt could 
be entertained of the meaning of their declaration upon this subject, 
it is completely removed by their practice. The adoption of a form of 
polity for a time implies, that they held the opinion ascribed to them. 
Scott, in his Apologetical Relation, ob6erves,from Knox's History, octa- 
vo edition, p. 546, '^That diis discipline was n«t designed to be observed 
la all time^ coming in every ppint, but liberty reserved to posterity 
to establish a more perfect one." This Is abundantly plain, but it is in 
perfect harmony with the whole of Knox's subsequent conduct, and 
Vf'Uh the sentiments which long prevailed amongst the reformed 
.churches. Row, in his MS. Histpry of the Kirk, does indeed say, with 
reference to this subject, that the ministers took not their example 
from any kirk in the world, no not from Geneva; but laying God's 
vvord before them, made reformation according thereto. But this de- 
claration plainly supports the account which I have ^iven. The Scot- 
tish reformers, instead of fixing their attention upon the various po- 
lities which had been previously adopted in the Ciiristian world, none 
of which they considered as of divine institution, had recourse to 
Scripture to learn from it the great object for which the church 
had been appointed, that they might regulate their discipline so as, 
under the circumstances in which they were placed, most eifectually 
to promote it. Row could not mean to say, that the poh'ty in the first 
Book of Discipline was exclusively prescribed by the word of God, 
for it is apparent that it is not so ; and its framers were aware of this, 
otherwise they would not have used the language already quoted^ 
that they reserved liberty to posterity to establish a more perfect 
discipline. Petrie^s Hist Fart ii. p. ^16. 
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€HAP. there delineated are represented as accommodated 

XVIII 

-ii-yJto the state in which Scotland then wa&* 
^^^ If the principle upon which the whole plan thos 
rests be contrary to the explicit declarations of 
Scripture, no view of its fitness, as determined by 
us, can entitle it, for a moment^ to the considara- 
tion of Christians. If, however, there be much rea« 
son for supposing that there is in the sacred vo* 
lume nothing inconsistent with it; and if the re- 
markable contrast between the general intimations 
relating to the government of churches, which are 
contained in the New Testament, and the minute 
description of the Jewish ritual and hierarchy in the 
Old, seems to warrant the conclusion that there is 
really no one form of polity binding upon the dis- 
ciples of Jesus i then may the tendency of the prin- 
ciple be fairly pleaded in its defence, and be proper^^ 
ly urged to shew, that the Scotisti reformers paved 
the way for introducing the most enlarged and be- 
neficent liberality of sentiment.f 

It is evident that the direct tendemcy of the prinr 
ciple is, to preserve amongst the churches of Christ 

* Spottiswoode has inaerted the greater part of the first Book of 
Piscipline in his History. It is accurately printed, and at full length, in 
tbesecond volume of Dunlop's Confession, and summaries of it may be 
seen in Calderwood's History of the Church of Scotland ; in Heylin's 
History of the Presbyterianfp, B. iv. ; and in the second volume of Col* 
Her's Ecclesiastical History of Britain. Spottiswoode, although be 
states that he gave the Book of Disciph'ne at fi^ll length, has made 
IBeveral omissions. 

t See Campbell, as last quoted-^Barrow's Discourse concerning the 
Unity of the Church, in Vol. J, of his Works, p. 769, 7? p. 
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that charity which should iinite them, and to pre- chap. 
vent all aversion to good men, from the sole circum- ^- y^.-^ 
stance of their belonging to different communions ; ^^^* 
for, if the excellence of any particular form of 
church government is to be estimated according to 
the situation of those among whom it is established, 
the members of the various churches, agreeing in the 
great doctrines of the gospel, may regard each other 
as influenced by the spirit of Christianity, and as 
sincerely desirous to honour and to obey its benevor , 
lent author. 

If, on the other hand, it be believed, that only 
one model has been stamped with the divine sanc- 
tion, the idea naturally follows, that all who do not 
conform to this model, however distinguished by ele- 
yation of piety and purity of Kfe, are acting in op- 
position to the dictates of inspiration, and cannot be 
viewed as composing a Christian church. 
. These consequences, it is true, will often be mo- 
dified or prevented by a variety of causes. It has 
perhaps frequently happened, that they who adhe- 
red to the maxim of the Scotish reformers, have 
beheld with antipathy every scheme different from 
their own, while the advocates for the divine in- 
stitution of one form of cnurch polity have not 
considered it as belonging to them to pronounce 
judgnient upon such ^s differ from them ; but the 
tendency of the two opinions is certainly what has 
been pointed out, and that tendency seems to be in 
no slight degree exemplified, by the (general state 
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jivin ^^ opinion in the two est«i)lished churcb^Sipf , ^^ 
N — /-—'tain.* * . . . 

That Knox had not that abborrq^e at ffiefo^ 
pacy, which^ soon after hie days^ was ui;^;i;tf>ptb; JQ«- 
troduced into Scotland by men who disr^fsmi^d 
or denied his fundamental principle, is y^ apjps^- 
^ rent. In the thanksgivings made for the e»ui^m 
of the French, which he probably composed. and 
certainly approved, the reformers prayed thjit^ tbe • 
godly league which was cotitracted with the £i^U|h 
might not be broken, but that, by the HoItjS^I, 
they might remain united; and at ^.^^bsequ^m; 
period he carried to England a letter from.thq.pu**., 
perintendants, ministers, and commissioners j^f ,thp . 
church within the realm of Scotland, addr^ed,^ ^ 
their brethren, the bishops and pastors io Epghp^;^ 

* Although it has of late become very much the im£^|Mp<tt|p^ • 
the English dersy to inculcatethat episcopacy is of oivi^e' mstitution^ \ 
and-thn^on^kii^aot copflHiad ty a^bisbop have po'vaKHky, ici Mfattf'' 
wor^^^.^taioi for t|\eir church the escldsiv^ pftul^e (>f bfipg;^ 
^Vurcli of Christ, iftany of its most enhghteiied and ypnerable lOmi 
b^rs rcftain the .sentiomntr upon thMpMRt which preVail^ 'liter ttl 
relbFiDati<]»n, aqd in %(',]ip]d ^ gsaeraUnQopte «hkh:ili(|* jitfbrMk 
by the Scotish reformers, ^hat pnncipLp is stated ,witkj|ffa^ dear«. 
Dess and precision by Mr Gisborne, in his very valuable Inquiry into 
the Duties of Man, Vol. II. p. S3» 2d edition, Ivondon, |795. I need 
not observe* that tbia principlQ ia. perfectly o^i]Bi8lHiU^.i«)lhr A'deelled 
preferQnoe otepifi^qpacy^^iitd ^doei npt inplfr^^iii'tlMRKiiviltt liave en^ 
bn^W'it^iMMiyrwaptof g^^fot tlir establisfaawnkfuiakitMifftMl %bi^ 
live* Iba«e fdready addmovd.leveial ppppft in> it«iiHiiittenWWf^' 
liberal maxima by whic|i, in $^:d<^8 istQumofoux 4md!aoafb dt^lSfi M^ 
cesaoKs, the cbutoh cf/^fii^^^tm'gfuded ; <aid it- 8itriiy«tciiiti^rii 
thought th^ ibis ob««|fh«Hb^fiiBriod^a3 notentillcd'4l^rt^^l#ri^ 
veneration. ...-• ■ > i ••'' .uixit^/^ fin^.i ' 
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who had renounced the Roman antichrist, and pro- chap. 
fessed the Lord Jesus in sincerity.* 'l^^"!1j 

KnoXy and the other ministers who were assoda- ^^^* 
ed with him, thus considering themselves as at li« 
berty to make laws for the administradon and go- 
vernment of the church, composed the first Book 
of Discipline. In it they appointed different orders 
of ministers and officers of the church ; fixed upon 
die mode in which they should be set apart to the 
holy office of the ministry; laid down a plan of 
education for enlightening, not merely those des« 
tined to be religious teachers, but the great body 
of the community ; proposed reguladcms req>ect« 
ing the revenue of the church, and the emolu« 
ments of its ministers, and gave directions upon 
many miscellaneous points, intimately connected 
with religicm and virtue. All this is intit)duced by 
some remarks upon doctrine, to which, after what 
has been already stated, it is not necessary to. ad- 
vert, and I shall therefore arrange my observations ' 
upon the scheme of ecclesiastical polity, the chief 
part of the Book of I^dpline, under the general , 
heads which have been specified. 

'* Spottiswoode, B. i?. p. 1S8. Kiiox» B. liL p. 836. Calderwood's 
Hi8toty. Fundamental Charter of Preebytery examined and dispro- 
ved ; a keen polemical work, but; in whidi there is a great deal of acute 
reasonlQg and faiuabie information. It was written by John Sage, 
ft Ushop of the old episcopal ^urch of Sootlaad. A few perticulan 
Tespecttng him have been published by Lord Woodhouslee^ in the 
Appendix to the first volume of hi^ Memoirs of the Life and Writings 
of Loid Kame8» No. L p. 7. Appendix to Sir Jame^ Dalrymple^» Col- 
lections, p. 40-*45« 

VOL, II. 2 B 
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CHAP. I. Ministers of religion and officers of the churc6#' 
K-;.^,^r The Book of Discipline does not require, equalitj;- 
schc^e^of amongst those devoted to the ministry. There are 
%^^ three classes of teachers enumerated— superintend-- 
IS^a^ons ^^^s, ordinary ministers or parochial clergy^ and. 
respecting rgaders. To these are added, elders and deacons. 

the mini- , , 

usn of The ordinary pastors were distrrouted amongst 

the different churches, one congregation or parish 
being assigned to each; but the superintendents, 
were invested with powers in many respects similar 
to those which, in churches governed accord^ tp;; ^ 
. the episcopal model, were conmiitted to bishops. . 
Particular provinces, sometimes agreeably to thier , 
ancient custom denominated dioceses, were allotted:.^ . 
to them J they had jurisdiction over thegre^t bo^y . 
of ministers in their respective districts j |][lfiy weae^ 
enjoined and authorized in their visitations, tq^tr^f . 
the life, diligence, and behaviour of the ,clerg]j^j^|to , 
inquire into the order observed in theii; ^h\^c^)^ 
and into the manners of their people ; to mv^tig^t^^. , 
howthe poor were supported, and how theyo\ith,'ge]t^. 
instructed ; to admonish where admonition apposed 
to them to be requisite, and to redress vhajtever^^jjy^ 
counsel and prudence, could be remedied. Othejf. 
privileges were aftefwards,- as will be observed lo^ 
the progress of this history, confeired o|i J:hem^ and 
from all these marks of distinction, many advo- 
cates of episcopacy, imwilling to admit that so lai^e 
a portion of the reformed church could hav€ so 
early extingiiisbed all reverciiGe for what they con- 
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teived to rest upon apostolical authority, have zea- chap. 
lousl/^ebnteHded, that, although in Scotland the 
title of bishop was, from accidental causes, not at 
first recognized, yet the office was virtually esta- 
blished.* 

It is evident, however, that even although this 
were admitted, the Scotish reformers must be 
viewed as having relinquished the divine institution 
of episcopacy. Had they been convinced that 
bishops were essential to the very existence of a 
Chiistian church, or of the Christian priesthood, 
they would not have presumed to change the name 
used by the inspired writers, more particularly as 
thef professed to be guided by Scripture in all the 
iniibvations Which they attempted to introducer 

'Slit every shadow of argument for the identity 
of fiShbps and superintendent^, against which even 
the change (5f iiame alone so strongly militates, is 
desfrbyed, when the limitations to the powers. pf^ 
superintendents, and the duties which were strictly 
imp'6^ed on them, are brought , into consideration. 
They were prbhibited from living idle as the bishops 
had dcaie, and from consulting, in the choice of their 
residence, their personal convenience and comfort, 
if the securing of these was inconsistent withthje 
utmoi^t «xerrion in their spiritual vocation. They 
were Required to be themselves preachers, and tpre- 

* See lhi8.poitit very strongly pressed, and very ingeniously treat- 
ed, in the contjfovef^'^ wock alc^dy qu^tei}, the Fundamontal Char- 
ter of Presbytery examined and disproved. 
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CHAP, nun in a particular place for seYenl moBthSi^fser-^ 
J^^JI^dsing the pastcnral office. Tli^ were then to j»£pr 
^^^ upon their tiatation; during the contiftudope of 
ivliidiy they were to preach at least tfareetitoeB a 
week, and not to rest till all the churches under 
their inspection had been provided either with num- 
stersy or if these, from the infiancy of the reformat 
tion» could not at once be obtained, wkh the inferior 
instructors, to whom the appelladon of rea^ters was 
appropriated. Far from being exempted from the 
controul of the body of the clergy ». they were 
subject tQ its censure and correction, and ev^ the 
elders of the chief towns might complam of (than 
U they became negligent, particubrlyciA, ifisfi^ 
and preaiduag^ If they were convictisd.of any of 
die crimes^. wUeh in ccmunon mmisters were 
Mndemned, liiey were subjected ta depidiration, 
without respect to their persons or thete.offiiceM It 
is plai% from these regiilatic»>fi, that th»j( held a 
very diflerent place in the churcb frdm.«tk% which 
b assigned to bjabops^ and that maAyrdfitbeifastric* 
tions iqider which' they were lakl, mc^re^ eq^ecially 
tile :i^damenml reqioisitiGQ of their liMiog under die 
controuL of the churchy, are .totaU|()iiiQPi«p9tible 
with the prirUeges and the dignity att^^hed to those 
who axe invested wiih' q^iscof^ad jiicisdi0ti«su* 

* Wodrow/in his Appendix to the Life of Knox, No. 2i, has col- 
lected, from Crawford's BIS. Histoiy, and fh«i Scot^ii Apologetical 
Rdittioii^ jdie diftrence betweoi a inslR^ and a sufpiuifendent. 
Row> inhis MS. Histoiy'of the Klrke, p. 18, mentions, that the name 
of bishop waS| by the authors of the Book of Disclplinei puiposely 
avoided. 
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To'^lfae supaintendent succeeded the ordinary chap. 
j^lti!^lx)f89 who regularly discharged the laisiisterial 
duties, dispensed the sacraments, preached to d^ 
people, recdded in their parishes, and exerted them- 
lielves in every way to increase the influence of pure 
and practical religion. 

In the first age of the reformation in Scotland, it 
wad not possible at once to procure a sufficient 
number of men properly qualified for the mmistry. 
To Supply this want, at least so far that the people 
'^^'duld libt remain ignorant of religion, readers were 
s[^^)[^&ated, whose duty it was distinctly to read a form 
offrkf^j^dAe Holy Scriptures, for the exercise 
aiidimprovem^tni: of themselves and of thecfaurdi. 

^B^ fhebe distinct classes, of persons who officiat- 
ed in^iP^^elebratbnrof divine worship^ were added 
i($ld^!^ W& dciicoiis^:p:ien oPin^proftchable fife, an« 
nusdlf ^tedfklirom^ the coogregation.^ The elders 
W6i^ required too .assist the minister iaall public af- 
-{^(^Mhef^dxarobpto superintend the mcnb of the 
^Wpk^^hA^v^ieaid them by examtiple to adopt a life 
of'piei?yaiidirirtiibS4 aml^they were also empowered 
t6 tak^'^hBe^ tothe life and doctrine, of the pastors. 

1^ deacomtwer&intepded chiefly to be the col- 
lectbtiS bf ^ihie trevein^'of thechtts<;b^> to gather dxa* 
ritable cdtitribcdoris^ and to distxihidj&lhem amongst 
the poor,, agreeably to Ae directions of the ministers 
and elders^ but, t^ey were p^rajfitted^ upon particular 
oeca^fGiw^ to act i^^dersy and jlo^ibe^me readers, 
if they we're caWedJ and qudfifiedlbr that purpose. 
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CHAP. Having thus marked out the orders of persons 
>- y ,1/ who were to bear office in the church, the Book of 
^^^ Discipline proceeds to lay down the mode in which 
the clergy were to be set apart to the ministry. Ii 
is assumed as an undisputed principle, " that, in a 
reformed church, or even in one tending to re-' 
formation, none ought to presume to take the cle- 
rical office till regularly called." This regular 
call comprehended election, examination, and ad- 
mission. The right of election was, with certain 
limitations, vested, in the first instance, with the 
congregation requiring a minister. If they failed to 
elect within the space of forty days from a vacancy 
Jixappening, the superintendent of the district, with 
hi^ council, might proceed to choose a pastor. ' 

The persoj(\ elected had then to undergo the 
strictest examination as to the purity of his doc- 
trine the extent of his knowledge, and the regula; 
rity and piety of his life. For this purpose, he was 
obliged to appear before men of the soundest judg- 
ment, in the nearest principal town, or in the town 
of the superintendent, and there, either in the 
schools, or if it were esteemed more proper, in open . 
assembly, he was required to evince his qualifica- 
tions by interpreting and expounding some passage 
of Scripture, which his examinators prescribed to 
him. If he performed this in a satisfactory man- 
ner^ they interrogated him respecting those topics of 
religious controversy which were then most keenly 
agitated. Upon his evidencing acquaintance with 
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these, he was appointed to preach, in the church for chap, 
which he was destined, upon justification, upon the 
offices of Christ, upon the number, the use, and the 
effect of the sacraments, and, generally, upon all 
those tenets by which the protestants were distin- 
guished from the church of Rome. 

But although the people commonly elected the 
person thus examined, this was not always the case. 
It is declared indeed, that " intrusion upon a con- 
gregation is to be avoided ;" yet it is plain, that 
what was called the council of the whole church, 
might nominate to a vacant parish, and that when 
they did so, it was considered not only as unreason- 
able, but in the highest degree censurable, to reject 
the person named, unless the congregation had, pre- 
viously to his trial, fixed upon one equally,' or bet- 
ter qualified. So much was this the law, that it is 
. expressly stated, that, when the council^ in the fear of 
God, recommend a pastor to a church, it is no vio- 
lent intrusion to insist that he should be received. 

Careful as the framers of the Book of Discipline 
were to ascertain the intellectual endowments, dnd 
the religious information of the candidates for the 
nunistry, they were no less solicitous, that all who 
were entrusted with the pastoral of5ce fehould be 
men of irreproachable and pious character. T6 se- 
cure this, they enjoined that public edicts should 
be addressed to all places, particularly to those in 
which the candidates had been educated, or had 
jLisually resided, calling upon all pergon§ to pubU§/i 
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CHAP. ^^ ^^ kaew <^die ororsy or the vktt of such 
.^^"^v as were iatended to be muusteirs, and dedving that 
1^^ ^^ who concealed tlie known sins ot mm^edga^ 
^ for the aacred office^ did, a8 £ar a$ lay^in 4iem, 
deceive and betray the church of God^ wdi partook 
of the crimes of the wicked, over whose faults they 
had kept a veil. 

These preparatory ateps and investi^ons havmg 
been completed, there remayuied only the act^of adr 
suasion to form the pastoral relation. This admijs- 
aon was verj different from the ordination which 
had so long been established in the Chrisdan diarchy 
It conusted merely in the consent of the pe(^[rie to 
receive a particular person as dieir teacher^ and in 
the formal aj^robatibn of the ministeis who had 
judged him qualified to become a^ religious iostruq* 
tor. This was donew however, with flQ^chjBolem* 
pty. The candidate was publicly warned to attend 
car^fif Uy to the flock over which he was to be pla- 
ced, to walk in the presence of God so sincerely, as 
that the graces of die Holy Spirit might be multi- 
plied upon him, and in the presence of men so so* 
berly and uprightly, that, by his exemplary life, the 
word which he taught might be ccmfirmed. The 
people, likewise, were exhorted to reverence and 
honour their minister, as the servant and ambassa- 
dor of the Lord Jesus, obeying the doctrine deliver- 
ed to them out of the word, as diey would obey 
God himself. This was all which was require for 
admission* The reformers approved of no cere- 
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motiie^^ theyev^'cfiscontfiaued the practice of the cUak 
impdSiddn of hands, npdtn this ground, that, as the s^H^ 
mhacalous communication of the Holy Spirit, whfch ^^^ 
in the daye of the Apostles was thus conveyed, had 
ceased, if 'was not necessary to use the sign of that 
communication. They thus considered admission 
or ordination solely as the designation of a person 
properly qualified to an important office, of cdurse 
dissenting from the doctrine of the indelible charac- 
ter of die priesthood, and rendering unnecessary 
the exclusive acf, or blessing of the bishop, which 
had to^n conceived requiate for conferring, in a: 
manner to human reason inexplicable, tMt sacred 
character. ^ 

Whatever ittafy be thought rf the authority of this 
plan f* supplying the chui^h with tekhcrs, !t cbr- 
takdy was ^mirably adi^ced «) si^ure, in as far ^s 
hitman prudence could secure, a succession of leam« 
ed, intelligent, and virtuous ministers of relij^^, 
and to prevent the ignorance and presump^on of 
enthusiasm, with all the lamentable consequences 
which frotn these causes have so often originated. 

When an ordinary pastor was exalted to be 
a superintendent, he had to undergo new trials* 
He who discharged with fidelity his duty as a pa-" 
rochial ministar, might not possess the talents or 
the fortitude which a higher office required j and 
hence it became most proper that an inquiry should 
be instituted to determine in what degree lie was 
endowed with these qualification^. When, accor- 
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CHAP. dingly> the day fixed for the election of a superia* 
'^tendent arrived, all persons who had been nomine- 



^^^' ted as candidates were to be examined by the mi- 
nisters of the province, and by the adjacent super- 
intendents, respecting their learning, manners, pru- 
dence and ability to govern the church } and he 
who was conscientiously judged to excel in these, 
was to be appointed. Even, however, in setting 
aside a minister to this most elevated situation in the 
church, no peculiar ceremony was employed. 

The object of that part of the Book of Discipline, 
which has been detailed, evidently was, that the 
clergy whom it recognized should be enlightened 
and well educated men ; and this naturally suggest- 
ed the importance of making provision, not only for 
this purpose, but for the diffusion of divine and hu- 
man knowledge amongst the gre^t body of the 
people* 

This is the second interesting part of the scheme 

to wliich it is proper to advert. 

Scheme of H* Thecompilers of the Book of Discipline preface 

educaiioii, ^^j^ pjj^ ^£ education with these remarkable ex- 

Ss^uTOD P^^^ons : " Seeing men, now a-days, are not mi- 

the subject raculously gifted, as in the time of the Apostles ; for 

the continuance of knowledge and learning to the 

generations following, especially for the profit and 

comfort of Christ's church, it is necessary that care 

be had of the virtuous and godly education qf 

youth." ^For the attainment of this important ob- 

. ject, they made the most judicious and salutary re-? 
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gulatioris. They laid the foundation of their scheme chap; 

» /• • • XVIII. 

In the institution of parochial schools, which can- ^—^^-1^ 
not be too warmly extolled, and the beneficial con- Parlthi^ 
sequences of which cannot be too highly appreeia-^^^^^**^** 
ted, such an institution being perhaps essential for 
successfully cultivating the intellectual and moral 
faculties. " We judge,** they observe, *' that in 
every parish, there should be a" s<:hoolniaster, such 
an one as is able at least to teach the grammar and 
the Latin tongue, where the town is of any reputa- 
tion." In the town of the superintendent, acade- Academic^, 
mies were to be founded, in which logic, rhetoric, 
and the learned languages were to be taught^ by 
'competent masters. The design of the academies 
was to carry on the literary advancement of those 
who, from their poverty, could not bear the expence 
of residing at a distance -from their friends.* It is 
justly observed, that many advantages might result 
from these intermediate seminaries. " The chil- 
dren will be brought up under the eye of their pa- 
rents, their necessities will be more easily supplied, 
while those evils will be avoided, which are too apt • 
to overtake youth, when they are sent to strange 
and unknown places." Living at a period when 
the advantages of good education were not so widely 
or so strongly perceived as in more modern times, 
the Scotish reformers were peculiarly anxious to 
extend these advantages ; and for this purpose, it 
was designed even to compel parents, by the cen- 
sures of the church, to bring up their children in 
knowledge and in virtue. 



Digitized by VjOOQIc 



896 HISTORY OF THE &EF011MATIOK 

CHAP. The young mea who gave undoidiced evBieoce 

»J^]^^of sudi genius and taleots, as might, ^iriien|»tq|>erly 

^^^ cvidvatedy render them useful members of the 

church or of the state, were to be encouragei to 

prosecute thdr studies, and when the elementary 

principles of knowledge had been acquired, were to 

be sent to the university* 

univeni. Three universities were recognized in the scheme t 

^"^ those of St Andrews, Glasgow, and Aberdeen j and 

the course of educaticm in eadi of them wasdis- 

tinctly marked out The univeraty of St Andrews, 

which was styled the principal one, was to 4»aBSt 

of three cdUcigea. In the first ccdlege therg" were 

Piaaof to be four classes. In the first dass.dialectics^ wets 

'^y^ appointed to be taught to the students, who ioA 

been just eorpUed ; die second class was aplmpHa- 

ted to metopbywis y thc) third to physkq ^ -Which 

was m^ant natural phikMopfay f and theihstiuyme^ 

dicine. In the two other colleges of dittiHimiryty 

two classes only w<9re in each to be c^fancdb^<^The 

aeoond coUege was set apart for tnstt^nodoninanoat 

. philosophy and hw^ the third cdkge fcv ^reek, 

Hebrew, and divinity^ : » 

The fim college was deafwniiwiffri Ae CpMcgQ tf 
Ptiilosophy, and the student lAo freotimxed for 
three years, became a graduate in philose^f • : if 
b«^proo^ed to die study of medkane, aind was, at 
th§ ^.ef five years, found to have acquired stldi 
fcti?^!*^ of the sdence as qualified Imn for pfac- 
dcej he oiitfatned a medical degree« The second 
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coU^e^vastfaatof law. Ttie one professor taught chap. 
moral philosophy, compreheiidiiig ^ ethics, ^ political u 
economy^, and politics, finishing' his course in erne 
year. Tjie othei^ professor lectured for four years, 
upon tiUtoian and municipal law^ and the students 
wb) continued to attend to the termination of the 
course, were, upon undergoing an examination, and 
showing their improvement, entitled to a degree in 
laws. The third college was chiefly devoted to 
theology. The Greek and Hetoew languages were 
taught in it by two professors^ who concluded their 
instructions in a year ; and two lecturers in theology, 
for five seasons, enlaeged up<m that science. Toung 
mea who made proficiency, received, at the end of 
that time, a degree in divinity* 

Much care was taken to prev^t improper per- 
sons from beMnm^ sioden^^ Eveiy person, before 
be was admitted mto the first college, n^as obliged 
to produce a certificate from the master of ilie schdbl, 
and from the minister of the town where he had 
been instructed m the Latin language, beaHng tes- 
timony to his leaming, his docility, and his paren* 
tage. The same education was not prescribe to 
all, but proper rules were laid down respecting the 
studies 0D be prosecuted by those destined for differ 
rent pMSsssions. 

The university of Glasgow was to comj^e two 
colleges^ in the one of which were to be fiMight 
dialectics, mathematics, and natural philosophy ; ia 
the second, moral j^losqphyt Roman and munici* 
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< iTAP. P^ ^^^9 ^^ Hei^ew laaguage^ and ^Bvmity. The 
j^^'"^^ univer8kY of Aberdeen y^s in all respects to corre- 



tcadiers 
out m the 

luijds ot 
tliecaurrh. 



*^^^ spcmd with that of Glasgow. In each university a 
principal and rector were to be chosen. 
n-formcTs This extensive system of education necessarily 
Jli^jor required a conaderable expence- The Book of 
Disdpline provided for this from the revenue of the 
church* The compilers declare it to be their opi- 
nion, ^^ that for the payment of the sums appropri- 
ated to the professors, the temporalities of bishop- 
rics and collegiate churches should be destined, so 
far at least as was required /' and they thus clearly 
shewed, that they considered the success of litera- 
ture as the best security for the preservation of re- 
ligion and virtue. They viewed the teaehers of. 
youth as engaged, though in a different manner, in 
accomplishing the great object which the nunisters 
of divine truth had devoted themselves to promote, 
and hence concluded, that both ought to participate 
of that wealth, which the ancient church had accu* 
mulated.* 



* The principle above stated, by which the reformers were guided/ 
has now given place to the legal doctrine respecting tithes, or, as they 
are styled in Scotland, the teinds ; and the conseqaence 6f this' has 
b^D, that several of the universities, which, bad been endorsed r^th u - 
portion of the revenue of tlie church, have been deprived of a part 
of that revenue to make the necessary additions to the livings of the 
clergy. The members of these univerttties have thus, «t a peffoi* 
vvhen the value of money has remarkably diminished, and wlien they 
therefore required an increase of the nominal sums which had been 
allotted to them, been reduced to more scanty emdluments than "they 
once enjoyed. As no exception in favour of teiods granted to univer- 
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$]Ll^h was the scheme of education framed by the chap- 
early Reformers in Scotland, The anxiety which v- 
they thus displayed to increase knowledge, and to 
convey to all classes of their countrymen the inesti- 

sities was originally made, the transference of these telnds could not^ 
according to law, be avoided ; but it may surely, with some confidence, 
be expected, that the general principles held by the reformers, with 
regard to. the infinite importance of encouraging literature, will never 
be forgotten, and that an enlightened legislature will apply such a 
remedy to the evil which has arisen, &s will secure colleges being 
filled by men worthy and qualified to fill them. 

It is not indeed so requisite to provide revenues for such teachers 
of youth as have been established in populous cities; because, if we 
do not relapse into the barbarism of savage ignorance, there will, 
wherever people are assembled, be many who will cheerfully employ 
a part of their wealth in the education of those by whom that wealth 
is to be inherited. But in situations where, however eminent the 
talents of the teachers may be, students cannot, from lo^i circutn- 
stances, be very numerous^ unless it be thought right to confine nni- 
versities to the corrupting atmosphere of tow,ns oversowing with po* 
pulalion, salaries should be itssigned to the different professors, so 
ample, as will prevent the love of interest from vounteracting the in- 
clinations which learned men may be supposed to feel for promoting 
the iritelledtual culture of the rising generation. Science is not, as 
the celebrated Dr Smith, in an unguarded moment, represented it, 
like an article of commerce, which will find its own level. The ex* 
ertions of literary instructors do not, and in ordinary cases cannot, 
in any considerable degree, regulate the numbers who attend them* 
Undep such men, wherever they are situated, the public will justly 
conclude, that the general elements of literature may be acquired,, 
and a88un»ng this, th«y wiH natiirally decide upon the place to which 
children are to be sent for education, with a view to those prudential 
considerations which it is often impossible to disregard. The anxiety 
which parents feel to watch the opening faculties, and to witness the 
expanding virtues of those who aire most dear to them, and their wish 
to direct by their counsel, and encourage by their approbation, will, 
very commonly incline them to prefer the seminaries where these 
feelings can be gratified ; and hence the colleges in great cities would 
receive a very large proportion of our youth, even although these 
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CHAP, mable advantages of mental culture, and of liberal 
^^"^1j science, entitles them to the veneration of posterity ; 
^^^' and affords another decisive proof that they were 
not gloomy, illiterate and presumptuous enthusiasts. 
They here are presented to us, as influenced by the 
best of all philosophy ; appearing in the amiable 
and interesting light of men benevolently seeking to 
counteract, by the diffusion of just and rational 
sentiments, the calamities which ignorance, and 
superstition founded on it, had mtroduced into the 
world. 

Although a great part of their plan, like the ge* 
neral system with which it was connected, was never 
carried into execution, we may consider it as ha- 
ving secured to Scotland the establishment of pa« 
rpchii^l schools, and that dissemination of the first 
principles of literature, which, thrpugli them, is so 
widely extended. The happy effects of this upon 
the moral and religious condition of the people have 
now for ages been observed^ and have furnished a 



colleges could not boast of Ibe abilities by which their members hate 
generally been adorned. 

Let it never be forgotten, that if we extinguish science, we under- 
mine the church, and we nxMt deeply wound pure and rational reli- 
gion. When our universities cease to contain the treasures of know- 
ledge, they who study within their walls cannot be qualified for inves- 
tigating the history, the records, and the evidence of divine truth. If 
our. clergy thus become universally or generaily ignorant, fbey must be 
despised ; and, as too often has happened, re%oii, as s o d a t ed wtok its 
ministers, will share their fate. These are evils weU worthy tbe at- 
tention of any government ; evils which would be cheaply averted at 
an expence tea«foM that which is suftdent la avert tfai^m. 

6 
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practical confiUation of all the wfetclTeU ibpWsti^ cUa.^ 
by "which the instruction of the mass of the coriiniu^' ^ -^ -^ - ..l^ 
nky has so Ibng, and unfortunately so succefejfuH^; 
been opposed?/^ Tv. .;<>:: 

This most interiesting subject hias of late' fiited tifii 
attention of some of the most enlightened statesfJ 
men in Britain, and they ate now anxious to ttiak'e 
the arduous attempt of procuring for the popula- 
tion of England the blessings which the Scotish 
reformers, between twb and three centuries ago, 
imparted to their country. If these statesmen, ta- 
king the lesson which thd reformers gave, and the 
soundness of which experience has fully confirmed, 
combine education \nth the culture of moral and 
rdi^ous sentiment, they witf essentially improve the 
condition' of their fellow subjects. Bf ttieHorating 
the-principles and iinfbldlhg the understandings of 
iSkKM fmhi^hb^' ignbnlhde ha^ at presentshut oiii 
adt the'ire^ourc^s against the' fo\restmtemperahce, 
and 4hei^d*strttctire habfts which result from it, 
they will produce a degree of national prosperity 
and happiness, for which we m^^t look in vain from 
any reform in the political state of Britain, while 
so ^lany of it^ irib^bi^Q|t& ar^ eaxrluded from the 
mean^of iB«MCtic».*^^^'-^^- - -^- ' 

III. "The liext pirt of ^the scheme of polity devi- Provision 

... u. ;•: !*:'^i» i^TlItrrr , . .• r . r . / .. for the der- 

sed by tb^aire£|»ittersits> Scotland, which throws'gy.andcUs- 
ligbt upon^thefr'dBfihit^^ the state of the'revCTi!2L*of 

public/ pind; J fggip^i^^ .di.urch, . ifcth^t • which ^^^ '*""'*'* 
relates toddie}|»ewi(Ui>i»th^ckrgy,iiMj^the re- 

VOL. II. ^ 2 c 
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CHAP, venues which ecclesiastics, under the old system^ 
' ^bad for ages enjoyed. Of die immensity of the 
wealth of the church, and of the sources from which 
that wealth was derived, I have already q;)okea. 
Such vast property naturally int^^ted all ranks 
of men, and it was impossible to lay the foundation 
of a new ecclesiastical constitudon, without taking 
it into the most serious consideratbn. 

There have arisen^ since the reSormadon, soRie 
sects of Christians, who, imagining that they adhe- 
red to the principles of the apostolic age, have taught 
that the ministers of religion should imitate the pp- 
verty of the first teachers of the gospel, that they 
should depend entirely upon the charity of those 
who listened to their instrucdons, and should des^ 
thems^ves. . many innocent comfort; and g^'^d&- 
cadons in which other Chrisdans<,nug)at{ ipd\)|g^ 
The Scodsh reformers had too much good seo/^ 
and too much knowledge of human nature,^tOi.^c{>t 
those wild, enthusiasdcal, and erroneous. i4ea^ 
While they reprobated the immorality, the ^qcjv 
dousness and the profusion of the priesthood^ they 
saw the utility of making a competent proyisio^ fo^r 
the teachers of religion j and were.conyUiqed^ thjit, 
without such a provision, the best interests o£ reli- 
gion would suflFer through the ignorance, aji4, con- 
sequently, through the despicable public exl\ibidpns 
of the men by whom it was enforced. Banishing 
the unnatural and permcious system of celibacy ,in 
theclergy, which, for polidqal ends, had been encou- 
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raged, and at length commanded by the church of xviiu 
Rome, they were sensible, that, from the tender re- '^.^ " 
lations of domestic life, new cares and anxiety would 
arise to the ministers, and that, therefore, in addi- 
tion to what might be assigned to them, it would be 
wise to place their iamilies in such a situation, as 
that the dreadful apprehension of leaving them des- 
titute might not weaken those exertions, or occupy 
thit attention, which should be chiefly directed to 
the spiritual edificadon of mankind. 

These were the general principles entertained by 
the reformers upon the subject of securing a maif^ 
tenanbe for the prptestant clergy, and they have, 
with gteat force and propriety, expressed what they 
fiiSxigltit: " Scripture and reason," they deserve, 
^ dahoih teidh that the labourer is worthy of hfe 
Mre; aAd^ that "thef mouth of the ox which treadeth 
forth the toni should not be muzzled. Therefore, 
of hfecessfty it Is that honest provision be made for 
ministers, w^hidi we require to be such, that they 
hav6 neither occasion of solicitude, nor yet of inso- 
l^ncy' and wantonness. And this provision must 
be made not only for their own sustentation, but 
also for their wives' and their children after them ; 
foi" it is against godliness, reason, and equity, that 
the widow and children of him who did faithfully 
serve 'the church of God in his Kfe, and for that ' 
caiise was not careful in providing for hi$ famiiy, 
ishould, after his death, be left comfortless." Having 
rtiade these dbfeemtions; they determhie what stf* 
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THAP. pends should be paid to ministers, and what should 
^^"';^. be granted to superintendents, to whom they allot- 
1560. i^ ^ much larger revenue than to ordinary pas- 
tors.* 

They point out some privileges and advantages 
to be enjoyed by the children of die clergy; and 
with the strongest reasoning, conveyed in lan- 
guage far removed from the extravagance ctf oithu- 
siasm, they thus defend their conduct in making 
that provision for the ministers which they had spe- 
cified. ^* This we require, not so much for our- 
selves, or for any who pertain to us, as for the in- 

* '*Iti8 difficult/' the compilers of the Book of Disci|^De remark, 
^ to appoint the several stipends ofevery minister, because the chstfges 
of att wiU of necessity not be alike, for some will be resident ia one 
place, some will bq cppapelled to travel^ and change their dwelling, 
especially if they have' charge of divers chiircbesV tome^ttt be bur- 
dened with Wife and children^ and one wUh more, thfui another ; and 
some will perchance lead a single life: and if equal stipends should be 
appointed to all these, who are in charge so unequal, one would suf- 
fer penury ond another would have superfluity^ Therefore, we 
judge, that every minister should have sufficient wherewith to keep 
a bouse, and be sustained in all things necessary, conform to his qua- 
lity and the necessity of the time. Whereon it is thought that every 
minister should have forty bolls meal, and twenty bolls of mak, with 
money to buy other provision for bis house, and to serve his other ne* 
cessities. To the superintendents who travel from place to place'for 
establishing of the church, a further considemtion must be given. 
Therefore, we think, that to each of them should be appointed six 
chalders of bear, nine chalders of meal, and three chalders of oats, with 
five hundred merks of money, .which may be augmented or diminished 
at the discretion of the prince and council of the realm." It is evi- 
dent from these stipends, that the reformers wished the ministers to be 
hospitable \ their own families could not require the twenty l>oils of 
«ftalt» which weoe to be assigned to each of them. 
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crease of virtue and learning, and for the advantage chap 
of posterity. For it is not to be supposed, that aw*- v-^ 
man will dedicate his children to serve in a calling ^^^^ 
where no worldly commodity is expected ; and na- 
turally men are provoked to follow virtue, where 
they see honour and profit attending the same, as 
by the contrary, many despise virtue, when they 
see virtuous and godly men live unrespected ; and 
we should be sorry to know that any were discou- 
raged from following the studies of learning, where-, 
by they may be able to profit the church of Christ.*' 

Under this section is considered the important sapport 
subject of supporting the poor ; and it was decided,^, 
that the funds requisite for that purpose should, . 
agreeably to the practice of the early ages of Chris- 
tianity, be furnished from the patrimony of the 
church. They seem, however, to have been aware 
of the delicacy and difficulty attending any arrange- 
ments of this nature, for ihey add, " not that we 
are patrons to. sturdy and idle beggars, who, run- 
ning from place to place, make a crajft of begging, 
for those, we think, must be compelled to work, or 
else be punished by the civil magistrate : But the 
poor widows, the fatherless, the impotent maimed 
persons, the aged,, and every one that may not work, 
or such persons as are accidentally fallen into decay, 
ought to be provided.*' Even these regulations, re- 
stricted as they are, tended to increase the evil which 
they' were designed to remedy, as every certain pro- 
yision for the poor must unhappily do ; but we can- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



406 HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION 

CHAP, not wonder that the compilers were strangers to the 
......^^^ enlightened and comprehensive principles of politi- 
cal economy, which, however obvious, or however 
just, have only of late been fully unfolded, and 
placed in the striking light in which they should 
ever be regarded.* 

There remained, respecting the patrimony of the 
church, another point, the arrangement of which, it 
was always seen, would be attended with infinite 
difficulty. A great proportion of that patrimony had, 
during the continuance of the disturbances which 
had attended the struggle for reformation, been con- 
veyed to lay proprietors ; and part of it had, thropgh 
the practice which many of the beneficed clergy 
had adopted, of granting long leases at a very redu- 
ced rent upon receiving a sum of money, been ren- 
dered of little value. How were these abuses to be 
remedied, and by what means was that property to 
be recovered, from which alone the ministers of 
religion, the teachers of youth, and the poor, could 
be upheld and supported ? This was the rock up- 
on which there was the most obvious danger of 
making shipwreck, and all the evils which were 
drraded from it were realized ; for, as we shall soon 
find, the attempts which were made to regulate this 
malter proved tlie ruin of the ecclesiastical polity 
©tijoinmg rile regulation. It is obvious, indeed, from 

* I allude to the very able and interesting work of Mr Malthus, tlie 
perusal df which, notwithstanding some prejudice against it, carried 
conviction to my mind upon most of the subjects which he has discass^ 

ed. 
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die manner in which the cominlers annoofice thi <'hai>. 
remedy which they had detised, that they were awftf^ ^^ ^^ i ^ 
of the formidable obstacles whith they hsed to- ^ '^ 
counter. ** To our grief/* they say, *^ we hear that 
some gentlemen are now more rigorous in exseciA 
ing tithes and other estates before psid to the 
church, than ever the papists were ; and so the ty- 
ranny of priests is turned into the tyranny of lords 
and lairds/* They require that these hymen 
^ould surrender the tithes, and live upon their own 
revenues; and in allusion to the leases, they observe, 
<< If any shall think this demand of restitution preju-^ 
dicial to those who possess tithes by vhtue of leases, 
we would bare them know, that unjust possession 
IS' no possession befcu'e God, and that those of 
whbm they aoqtiir^ ' their right, were thieves and 
murderers,' ^^nd liad< no po^r tor isdienate the pro* 
pfirtyofthe thurchi" 5 ' - ' 

Their plan was; • that Certain persons whom they 
called deacons, sftiould be annually dhosen ini every 
pirish,* tb collect the ecclesiastical revenues ; that 
these officers, under the inspection of the ministers 
and elders instructed by die whole chmrh, should, 
at stated times, distribute the revenues to those en* 
titled to receive them ; and that they should keep' 
accounts of their receipts and expenditure, to be ex* 
amined and approved by auditors aj^omt^d by tha 
church, previous to the election of new deacons. 

IV. In concluding this review of the scheme of Miscciu- 
ecclesiastical polity, I shall state the most import* hti^J^' 
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ant n^latiom wfatch it santtkoied re^pectiiig pi:^ 
XVIII. u^ worship, the admimstraticin of th& sacmmentt^ 
156a and other miscellaoeouG points connected iriA Reli- 
gion and morality. 

In the church of Rome^ the days consecrated tor 
particular saints, or to the commemoration al events 
conceiyed to be of infinite importance to roankind, 
had become so numerous, as to render the regular 
observance of them a heavy service, inconsistent, 
in a great degree, vi^ith proper attention to the ne- 
cessary avo-^tions and pursuits of human life. As 
the ccxisecration of these days ivas not enjoined or 
eyen warranted by Scripture, die reformers consi- 
dered themselves as at liberty to declare against k ; 
and they accordingly prohibited those who had en- 
teriod into their communion, from observing the 
feasts of the apostles, of martyrs, of the Virgin, 
of Christmas, circumcision, epiphany, purification, 
and other such festivals; assigning as the reason, 
that they were not authorized by the word of God« 
Mass and all the other parts of the service of the 
church, which they had branded with the name of 
idolatry, were, agreeably to the Confession of Faith, 
strictly interdicted ; and the forms of divine worship 
assumed a simplicity most suitable to the nature of 
that pure and spiritual religion, which they were 
designed to impress upon the heart. The word was 
appointed to be regularly preached, and all other 
means used which could bring the ignoi:ant to the 
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knowledjre of the truth, or establish the faith of chajp. 
those by whom it had been embraced. ' y^ ^ ^ 

Respecting the mode of conducting public wor- ^^^* 
ship, much U left to the judgment of particular 
churches, and to the superintendent who overlook- 
ed them. This general recommendation, however* 
is given, " that in large towns, there should, in ad- 
dition to Sunday, be one day of the week for the 
delivery of sermons ; and that there should be used, 
every day, what is called the common prayer, or 
some religious exercise, such as reading the Scrip- 
tures/* Provision is made for the instruction of the 
young, and masters of families are enjomed to be 
attentive to the moral and religious state of those 
who compose theu* household. 

With respect to the administration of the sacra- 
ments of baptism and the Lord's Supper, the ob- 
ject of the compilers was to enforce the mode which 
they concaved to be most consonant to the form of 
institutipn. They appointed, that in baptizing, water 
should be used ; that in receiving the Lord's Supper, 
all should partake of bread and wine, and that they 
should do this sitting, because, as was; then erro-, 
neously supposed, Jesus Christ sat at supper when 
he instituted it; that the minister should break 
the bread and distribute the elements to those 
who were near him, the rest of the communi- 
cants reverently doing this for themselves; and 
that, while they were thu? solemnly engaged, some 
passages from the inspired writings, exhibiting the 
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CHAP. loYe of Chrift^ ztd the severity <^ his aufi^rings and 
death should be read. With regard to thefreqiuen-* 
cf of observing this ordinance, it is said ^^ that ^ey 
esteem four times in the year sufficiently often ; \mt 
they recommend that these times should not cottes-* 
pond with Easter, or with the seasons which had 
formerly been regarded as sacred, lest, by associa* 
tion of ideas, the false notions which had been en- 
tertained should be continued.'^ To prevent rash 
and improper partidpadon of this sacred and im- 
pressive solemnity, ihey required that none should 
be admitted to it, till their knowledge df its nature 
and design had been carefully ascertained^ -^ 

Baptism they wished to be administef^ chiefly 
on the Lord's day, and always to be preceded by 
divine worship. ^ ^ . . 

The regulations upon the isubject tX mtotiapi It 
is not necessary minutely to detail. To guard 
against unsuitable marriages, they ^j^mied thsSt un- 
less the persons were well known, and thatiao sus- 
picion of any prior relation, or any circumiEltancef 
which should prevent the union, should arise, the* 
banns should be published three Sundays;' but 
where the persons were known, they permitted'lhe 
time to be shortened at the discretion of the minis- 
ter. The marriage ceremony they commanded 
to be performed in public. *^ In no ways can We 
admit marriage to be secretly used, how honourable 
soever the persons be, and therefore esteem Sun- 
day, before sermon, the most convenient time for its 
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ceieteailocb.^nd tl:»tJ€ aught sot to take place cm erwAP. 
any otber. day without th? consent of the ministry.*^ .^^^^ 
*WUb^ regard to burials, they diflfered widely from ^^^^ 
^ chjurch of Rooie, and from several of * the r^« 
fbroied churches. ^' Burial," they remark, " hatjh 
been had. in estimation in all ages to signify tha( 
the body which is committed to the. earth shall not 
utterly parish, but rise again on the last day.*' 
While, however, they take this solemn and affect- 
ing viqw of the subject, they disprove of the ce- 
remonies which had been introduced, and which 
had been long practised when the last offices were 
performed y forbidding not only what they call vain 
and. superstitious rites devised for making gain, 
singing of psalms, and prayers for the dead, but 
what, however innocent and impresfii^e^Ja U^tiff 
might pave the way for, renewing the enoujnpus 
abuses which. th^y were anxious for ever to banislvi 
^* For avc«dmg all inconveniencies, we judge it best 
that neither singing nor reading beat the burial j 
for alth©JUgh these things may admonish the living; 
to prepare themselves for death, yet superstiiouj^ 
and ignorant peirsons may think that some j^ofi* 
cometh thereby to the dead. Wherefore we think it 
most expedient, that the dead be accompanied to the 
place of burial by some honest neighbours, withopi^ 
either singing or reading, and without the, ^er^apOf- 
nies forflaerly. used. Yet are we not so precise in t)4$ 
but that' we are conteW thfit particular churches. may 
do in thisire^ect, witkth? ^ons^nt of their mini?*, 
ter, what they conceive to be most expedient.** 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. 

xvm. 



4)S HISTORY OC THE KSFORMATION 

, Thej were alfio averse to fiuiQralsarmon$, because 
thej thought that ^ai these night give rise to su- 
^^^ pecstida&^. and because^ if the practice w^e ^once ad« 
laittedi nunisteis would either be aknost copstaac-- 
hf »i{^yed ia preaching them, '* or would make, 
a this respect, a distmctioa of persons, inooasiitent 
with an office, which should lead him who. ^s it to 
' regard all men as equal in the divine estimfLtioi^''.^ 
* The concluding part of this section ^ d^ie<^d 
against a practice which cannot be too stron^lj ^- 
probated, which, contrary to the plainoft reasgpsfpr 
abandoning it, long prevailed,, and which, rin ^9ff^ 
parts of the kingdoms, is even ^tiU ,not .ej^nlq^ed, 
*< Churches appointed for preadbing. md.moiaff^ 
turn of the sacraments, ought not to be mad^piai^c^ 
pf bi^dal,..butfor that use some; p^iei; . oq^ix^'ent 
ground i^ to be appoimed» lying in th^; iflp« free^, 
and kq>t to that use only«' . . {, ... \ 

. The devastation which had bee« im^ uppf^ re* 
liglons edifices^ and the chauiges to be k^t^o^Vf^d 
into those of them, which jremained f^^tir^rl^,^ 
framers of the Book of Disciplme to ins^ s^ii a^rtiflle 
upon the. reparation of churches }. and th^li^^^r^le 
deserves to, be. mentioned, because ,i|b. shews. h^o^v 
groundless is an aspersion, which ha^b^^noftei^ca^t 
upon.thfi ScQtish ^efor^iers, and wJu^ .ha^. be<m 
aJmo^t universally considered as fqun^ ia truth, 
that, in, their antipathy to d^e. magof&qence \9md 
splendour with wbidi the..pQpish,{iiith ornamented 
the sanctuaries of God, they we^tto ^oppofite exr 
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* 
treme, and held tKefr ^eli^ous assemblies hi gloomy chap. 
and uncomfortable structuresi 'more calculated to v— ^v^ 
inspire melancholy aaad despair, tliaii to elevate \s4th 
the joy, oir to excite the cheerfulness which ai^ 
associated with pure demotion. " Lest the word of 
Ood'and the mmisiration of the sacrameiits should 
tome in contempt, thjtough the unseemliness of the 
place where these exercises -are used, we think it 
needful, that the churches where the people convene 
be repaired ih such fashion as may agree with the 
ihajesty of the word of God, arid serve to the ease 
and commodity of the people.'' 

^nt' the^ form of polify devised by Knox, ^iteid 
those^^ho assisted him, did not lose sight of chat 
•disdpline by which the primitive church labottrfeft 
to amend' the tnorals, and to establish the virtue*of 
those* x^hoiti it i'eceived into Its cbmmunion. 

The offences committed against the lawsr of a 
country, call'foif the infliction of punishment by the 
civil magistrate ; but religion, contemplating the dis- 
positibns^, and seeking to regulate the whole of con- 
duct, applies to sentiments and actions %*hich elude 
the notice, or are beyond the reach of secular in- 
tb6rity. The numerous class of crimes which are 
connected with these sentiments, and the many vio- 
ki^ns of morality which no system of jurisprudence 
can restrain, the reformers subjected tp ecclesiasti- 
cal discipiiiie, and they pdinted Out the method of 
adverdilg to them, dr of punishing those by whom 
they had been perpetrated. In cases where the of- 
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^HAPr fcftce wai known to few, private admofiifions were 
J^^JlJJl;^ recommended ; and where that proved suctessffol, 
the *rrof was not to be exhibited to Ae congfegtitibn ; 
but in case^ of habitual licentiousness or depravity, 
the person guilty was appointed to be openly sutft^ 
moned and reproved. If he was thus disposed to •lie'- 
pent, he was to be admonished in presence of the 
whole church ; and upon publicly declaring his pe^ 
nitence, he was to-be re-admitted to Christian com- 
munion. If he set at defiance, and resisted every 
effort made to reclaim him, or if, not moved by fte 
solicitude of those who showed the deepest toncem 
in his amendment, he listened with indifference' or 
with hardened contempt to thfe prayers which* Wetie 
oflfered for him, then was he to be formally excofa^ 
mutticated. Even, however, alter this saitence-had 
been pronounced, the gates orreconcilfelf6<m«?e*e 
not finally closed. If, in consequence of feature re*- 
flection, he discerned the folly and the dfengcft* ^eif 
persisting in wickedness, and felt anxiety to be re* 
stored to the church, to be- permitted t?b^^jbi<i ih^its 
sacred ordinances, and thus to bear testittibfi^r, in the 
assembly of his brethren, to his toAvktiiti of -tfiia 
infinite importance of religion, and to shiS' 'Earnest- 
ness to receive the Wessing of heaven, he:'#U8 itg^ 
adopted as a' disciple of Christ; and ^k a'meinfetei^Aj 
that spiritual community from which he- htfd^lieetf 
excluded. But nothing was omitted whkH^^toBSa 
strengthen hi* good resolutions. He wate e^h^Hfe* 
to vigilance and caution in his^ future c<^du<!t; after 
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tfrhM^ tj}f*k^ were given to Ae AU»%l|ty;.for, tt^ ^^^ 
siQiie^'^ conver^oa. . ,v-i^^L/ 

;,Xh!^ system of discipline w?^? intended ta.^gjy. ■ " 
tp aUrank^.of men. " TJo it, the whole estates pj^ 
tl^e irealffj, as well the xulers as they that: weJ^e ria- 
1^9, ^he preachers then^elvets as well as theppQTe^ 
wpUiin. title church, must be subject ; the ministers^ 
espeqially, because they,, as the. eye and mouih of 
thj^, dmrcbj should be mpst irrepreheusiblg." 
,, ^ Al^hpjogh m fr^^ming their scheme, the reforfjiei'is 
djij^^^t^e utmost attention to the feelings of thos^ 
ftg^jL wjip^ it was to be exercised, yet* it rpay be 
doubJtf4-^rfW:tfeer i% could have been prodMCtivc: g£ 
any ^falui^ry effect. That some distinction, in gram- 
ii»g aiGcesfi tQ .the privileges of a riel%ious.(:G«P(mwityji 
^pul4.1>e,fl[iad!^i between good men a^d thp^ wt^^ 
sure ^depraved. Is In .die Jnghest degree desirabjie. 
But it is, perhaps in?ippssibie, whili^, human natoxQ 
r^m^ns in its preisent imperfect state, tp.car^ithi^ 
so. far as.m^ht bp wished, wjit^^out^egfiablishing ji 
kin4 of inquisition^ which might do morQ^harm tl^n 
aiiy .discipljfie could dp good. The exercise pif the 
power, which must be ; vested in. thpjse ^hp^MP. ^^ 
dft^rmine.upon the religious and.njior^l.st?^te.pif.thq 
pe^pkt^might.easily be rendered instrupnentfil to thp 
girati^^tipn^pf private malice, ai^d \vpujd.frpqpeaj- 
ly^.frPTO.the.errpnioous jydgmep^f^ pf tl}Q^ fT\^jt q^-. 
d^4 apd^siHcere^ svdly the, fairest? reputjf ion,. wound- 
up t^^elipigsjaind destroying ib^ peac)^ fiCitbe nio- 
4^tt, this hjijuflbl^j.aiid th? virtuous. • The- intension, 
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CHAP, however, was most laudaUe, although the difficul- 
XVIII. jjgg ^j^j^ which the reformers had to contend, w^re 
156a too formidable to be easily removed, or even con- 
siderably, diminished. 
Bcantj and Such are the prominent features of that scheme 
2^1^*^ of ecclesbstical polity, which may be ascribed, in a 
■**"^ great measure, to Knox, and in the formation of 
which he was unquestionably much influenced by 
the sentiments which he had imbibed during his re- 
sidence at Geneva. To those who, holding the doc- 
trine that a peculiar form of church government 
has been instituted in Scripture, necessarily regard 
every other form as a departure from the will of 
God, it is vain to urge the excellence of this plan, 
or its tendency to answer the great purposes for 
which revelation was given. But if the tenet of the 
reformers, that the government of the church may 
be modified or changed according to the varying 
circumstances of different ages or nations, be admit- 
ted, the polity contained in the first Book of Disci- 
pline may be tried by the standard which, upoa 
this supposition, is to be employed in determining 
the merit of every form according to which the 
church is administered. 

It can scarcely be denied, that this polity is dis- 
tinguished by the most beautiful simplicity j and 
that in the views which it gives of ordination, erf 
dispensing the sacraments, and of the great impor- 
tance of education, there is much which is agreeable 
to reason, and which might have had the best ^ects 
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upon the religious and intellectual state of Scot- <^hap. 

,*^ ^ ° XVIIL 

land. ^ — V— *-' 

Yet it may be doubted whether it was prudent Too great 
at once to attempt such a complete revolution 111^011?°°^''' 
the church, or whether it would hot have been 
more consistent with just policy in men anxious, as 
the reformers certainly were, to retain the posses- 
sions of the regular and secular clergy, to preserve, 
in as far as was compatible with their principles, 
the form which had so long subsisted. 

In this light the subject presented itself to the opinion of 
sagacious mind of the archbishop of St Andrews, Hami^nT 
who, although no friend to the reformation, or to 
the men who conducted it ^ sent, upon hearing of the 
poKty, Brandy a monk of Holyrobdhouse, with this 
message or advice to Knox, that although he had 
made many innovations, and had introduced changes 
in the doctrine of the church, for which the primate 
admitted that there was much reason, yet it would 
be wise to retain the old policy, which had been the 
work of ages, or to put a better in its place, before 
he attempted to shake its stability. 

There was much soundness and miich knowledge 
of human nature in this counsel. The archbishop 
plainly saw that the revenues of the church, which 
had been alienated, would not by this scheme be 
easily recovered ; and although Knox paid to his 
suggestions no attention,* that reformer had soon 
cause to regret that he had not proceeded with the 
caution which he had been advised to adopt.* 

* Spottiswoode's History of the Church of Scotland, B. iii. p. 174.. 
VOL. II. 2 D 
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CHAP. Had the popish bishops been succeeded by men 
, invested with the episcopal character, it would 
have been very difficult for the laity, as the law 
then stood, to wrest from the church her ample 
possessions. By destroying the ancient polity, and 
laying the foundation of a new church, these pos- 
sessions were left without a legal owner; and it 
might have been perceived, that the nobles and ba- 
rons would feel little inclination to endow the infant 
establishment with the wealth which they had so 
long contemplated with envy, when it ministered to 
the pomp and the indulgence of the priesthood, 
n^ "L '^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ Discipline, although it det6r- 
not in con- mined in some essential respects the state of reli- 
the prac- giou iu Scotland, has not received the support of 
rcmiments either of the great divisions of Christians in Bri- 
The^^to-**^ t^iin. They who have embraced episcopacy, al- 
dmrdfcs of ^^°^S^ they are not averse to maintain that this 
Britain, book in fact Sanctioned a form of prelacy, would 
have preferred to that form an exact resemblance of 
the church of England ; while the successors of the 
first reformers, who afterwards embraced with so 
much zeal the exclusive and divine authority of the 
presbyterian model, consider it as a stumbling-block 



Keitb^ B. iii. cli. f. p. 495, wbo has given this anecdote at greater 
lengtli, as he found it detailed in a manuscript copy of Spottiswoode's 
History. Dr M'Crie, in his Life of Knox, rejects this anecdote as false, 
but he assigns no evidence of its falsehood ; from which I infer, that be 
was guided by his notions of what was probable, in opposition to posi- 
tive testimony — a hazardous practice in a historian— Le vrai n'est 
pas toujours le vraiserablabJe. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IN SCOTLAND. 419 

which they are eager to remove. They have accor- chap. 
dmgiy represented the institution of superintendents . "^^^^^1 
a$ opt designed by Knox to continue in the church, ^^^• 
and thus endeavour to gain to their principles his 
countenance and approbation. But the ground 
upon which they rest this assertion is not sufficient 
to bear it. It is apparent, from the manner in which 
Knox h^ spoken of the state of religion, while su- 
perintendents were recognized, from the uniformi- 
ty with which he inculcated deference and obedi- 
ence to the higher ecclesiastical powers, and from 
the language used in the acts of successive assem- 
blies, in some of which superintendents are explicitly 
classed amongst the needful members of the church, 
that whatever might have been his original opinion, 
he very soon became convinced that his plan ought 
to be permanent ; and that so far from it being only 
a devout imagination, as some of the nobility con- 
temptuously characterized it, it was the scheme 
which approved itself to his mind, at a time when 
he must naturally have seen the importance of sug- 
gesting the best arranged and most ueful form of 
church government.* 

* Calderwood, in his History of the Church of Scotland, speaks of 
the superintendents as one of the parts of the scheme which was alter- 
able^ p. 25; and a little after, p. 29, he says, *^ our kirk admitted su- 
perintendents for necessity only in the beginning." He proceeds to 
point Out the checks which general assemblies gave to their power, 
btxt he does not conceal his satisfaction that they had been rooted 
out. " By process of time," he adds, " their office would have brought 
forth the very same effects of which, in Germany^ there hath been 
heavy complaints, so dangerous a thing it is to give the least pre-en)i- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




420 HISTORY OF THE REFOEMATION, &C. 

cMAP. In every respect the doctrines and the polity of 
^^"'* the first Scotish reformers are entitled to the atten- 
tion of the inhabitants of BiitaiiL They are inti- 
mately connected with the dawn of intellectual and 
religious light ; they exhibit the men with whom 
they originated, or by whom they weire defended, 
in the point of view in which these men should in 
justice be regarded ; and in displaying the striking 
contrast between the ignorance of superstition, and 
the blessings which have resulted from the cultiva* 
tion of the human faculties, they tend to excite the 
most fervent gratitude to that Almighty Being, to 
whom we are indebted for the civil and spiritual li« 
berty which has enlarged the sphere of our happi<* 
ness, and exalted the dignity of our nature. 

nence in power to one minister above another/' See, on the other 
hand, Knox*s History, wherever be speaks of superintendents, par- 
ticularly his introduction to B. iv. p. 982, the acts of assemblies held 
during his life, and the controversial work, entitled the ^ Fundamen- 
tal Charter of Presbytery examined and disproved." It is very proba- 
ble that Knox at first intended that the superintendents should not 
be permanent ; but the passages which I have quoted, and(many acts 
of Assembly, render it almost certain that if be ever thought so, he 
soon changed his opinion. He was certainly much offended at his 
scheme being called a devout imagination. Wodrow's MSS. Vol. VJ. 
p. U^. This scheme it is evident that he most rductantly abandoned. 
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